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'Bloomsday, a éele

Sses. The,book’s events are
; ‘GJun .;%mlaubhn,apdon

f‘iboasts 'such a large public festival:

Bloomsday over a whole week,
“~including bus tours, theatre shows,
a bréakfast with a imenu drawn
_fromthe book, lectlires, walking
tours and, of course; readings from
the book. But some of the celebra-
. tions have now led to, a bitter legal

Controvetsy over’ [/l

D'

rhuous ]oumeymb rint and was

_"' ;BIoomsday hegan \ Whgq a
" igroup of writers, incliding Patritk
‘Kavanagh and Flann” O'Briex, re-

.traced the day-long j Journey across
; Dublin taken by Leopold Blooin, the
‘novel’s cenfral charatter Their
* horse-drawn carriage jonrney from
Sandyeove 10 the city centre ended
in-a drunken stupor. The intention
had been to celebrate Joyce and
. protest at the novel’s ban in Ireland.
Today the book is recognised as
anational asset, with Bloomsday at-
tracting large numbers of tourists,
literary and non-literary, o Dublin.
Celebrations are no longer confined
‘o Dublin, and it has been an attempt
to link these across the globe that
has led to the current row.
Ironically, the pre-eminent mod-
ernist text has failen foul of the In-
ternet, the most modern medium of
all. In 1898, in an ambitious under-
taking sponsored by Jameson, the
1rish whiskey brand owned by Irish
Distillers and favourably referred to
by Joyce in several works, audio-
broadcast readings from Ulysses’ 18
chapters on the World Wide Web con-
netted Bloomsday events in 18 cities
around the world. Jameson
sponsored the event to the tune of
£20,000, and the webcast was named,
“Global Jameson Bloomsday™”.
Readings began early in the

mldday, before endmgm Los Ah
les with "Molly - Bloonis
: Ulysses’ final chapte?“The Joyce ¥

 tion of James Joyce’s
; miost. " famous - wor‘k,‘

ibefits the 20th century S most im- o ‘ ;

] o,rtan,tnove! nootherhterarywork.-; :and;['heInsh Times receiv&dletters
5 ;fm‘m;the Joyce - estaté?s solicitors
Eveiits new sprawl either side of

:sohloquy

pointing out that the’ Joyce Centre
had n6tiobtained the.estate’s per- .

‘missioh forthe webcast: “To cur dis- -

may and to our astomshment, the
J oyce.'_ state tried to stop, the read-
ings,” gays Bob Joyce, a director of
the centre and a great-nephew of

‘_JameS'Joyce The centre’s legal
ttle behmd the scehes, whichhas ' L

B achzeve Blogps day
surely creatgs an
‘interest around the.

world and: makes

still peszlexed

| as .o, what the: Joyce
" new%tteninpovm‘fyi’the bookhad - -

esmte is trymg 1o

- says Bob: Joyce. “The Proni

advme was that it did’ not need the
estate’s permission toproceed, and -
the webcast duly took place, 1t was
extremely successful, with Irish
Prime Minister Bertie Ahern, Pres-
ident Mary McAleese and other
leading politicians and celebrities in
attendance in Dublin. .
. Following 1998’s -event, High
Court proceedings were initiated by
the Joyce Estate against Irish Dis-
tillers and The Irish Times. Both
companies filed defences, but last
year’s webcast did not proceed be-
cause, given the litigation, Jameson
was reluctant to continue with its
sponsorship. This dampened the
1999 celebrations.

“There was an expectation from
a lot of people that we would con-
tinue this global reading. We were
connecting a lot of the global events
to Dublin for the day, We had re-
quests from other locations around
the world to say, “Why weren’t they
included in 19987 Could they be in
included in 19997°,” says Bob Joyce.
“The Jovce estate have nut a span-

ew

- values Joyce’s masterpie
 sfill perplexed as towhiat ex .
once estate is trying to'ac ieve,” -

Bloomsday and reading:
Ulysses xt surelycreates

people who gam monetanly '
Joyce estate R

xtisuq”’" ".whementwmtake ;gh _
: n, “Weareawm’eﬁxatthe

ated ‘legal ‘action; ) |
- as thnfeatgnmglegﬁlac- .

jwn {or fear of lengfhy*ht— :
Hihis tite; the estate ight
have gone too fax, because Irish Dis-
.hllersmhends to ﬁghtv1gm‘eusf§r “We-
2 senous casean we”ll

tillers’ mtematmnal PR manager.

Whether the Joyee estate’s dction
is winnable is a moot point. Its own-
ership of the copyright to U!ysses is
far from clear, as the legal position
is complex. The book's copyright
lapsed in 1991, 50 years after Joyce's
death. However, European copyright
law was harmonised in 1995, with an
EU directive extending copyright pe-
riods to 70 years. The directive was
also retrospective, and stipulated
that works whose copyright had
lapsed because 50 years had passed,
but for which 70 years had not gone
by, which includes Ulysses, could
have their copyright “revived”.

On the face of it, copyright re-
verted back to the Joyce estate, but

-the directive also stated that EU

members’ statutes should uphold
the rights of individuals who did not
originally own rights in a literary es-
tate but had planned exploitations
following lapses of copyright after
the 50-year period. Such individuals

are defined as those nersans who




James Joyce: Ub'sses’ had a tortuous Joumey mto prmt and was v:clously censored for its alleged obscemty

a work following a copyright lapse.
- Unfortunately, “substantial” was

left undefined, and its meaning can
only be determined through court
ruling. Nonetheless, readings from
certain editions of Ulysses, pub-
lished or prepared in the period be-
tween 1991 and 1995, could fall
outside the Joyce Estate’s control.
This mightinclude preparations for
the readings carried out on Ulysses
by the Joyce Centre itself. “We did
extensive work while it was out of
copyright,” says Bob Joyce.

the notion of “fair dealing” under
which the courts might support a

reading that can be shown to be for |

. the common good. “To read Ulysses
on Bloomsday to a group of people
in celebration ~ that comes under the
“air dealing’ legal provision,” asserts
Bob Joyce. Then there is the thorny
legal question of whether copyright
extends to the Internet at all:
versions of Ulysses are already
available on the web.

Meanwhile, Jameson has stated
that it will not fund this year’s

seek another sponsor “We are
determined to go ahead with the
world reading,” he says. As well as
raising the profile of Bloomsday
worldwide, and integrating the glob-

celebrations, the readings assist
in promotion of the Joyce Centre. “It
was helping the centre to get funds
for a lot of the things that we want-

-ed to do,” he says, such as setting

up education programmes to com-

'bat illiteracy in inner-city Dublin.
The litigation might have further

adverse consequences for the Joyce

a_

expand its sponsorship to become

‘an ongoing donor to the centre.

Ms Kilgannon says that this is
~under review.

Yet the row could prove to be
beneficial after alt. If the High Court
action takes place and the Joyce es-
tate loses the case; the benefits
could gowell beyond webcasts. The
estate’s iron grip on Ulysses could
finally be broken, with benefits to
scholars planning new editions and
to artists planning performances
based onit-and, as result to us all,
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