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Attomeys for Plaintiff - -
COUPONS, INC. |
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHBERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA
SAN JOSE DIVISION
COUPONS, INC,, Case No. 5:07-CV-03457 HRL
Plaintiff, | DECLARATION OF ED (BUD) MILLER
Vs, . Date: December 4 2007
: Time: 10:00 a.m.
JOHN STOTTLEMIRE, and DOES 1-10, Courtroom: 2 ,
Judge: Honorable Howard R. Lloyd
Defendants.

L, Ed (Bud) Miller, declare as follows:

L. I am the Executive Director of the Coupon Information Center (http://www.cents-
off.com/index.htm), which is operated by the Coupon hlfonnation Cofporation, located in
Alexandria, Vlrgima The Coupon Information Corporation is a not-for-profit association of
consumer product manufacturers dedicated to fighting coupon misuse and fraud.

2. In my capacity as Executive Director of the Coupon Information Center, I monitor
websites that post énline coupons and websités that discuss online coupons. One of the websites
that I monitor is Dealldeal (www.dealidea}.com), and I usually check this website two to three

times a day.

3. Beginning in May 2007, considerable discussion on the Dealldeal forum addressed

John Stottlemire and Stottlemire’s website, the Coupon Queen (www.thecouponqueen.net).
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Reviewing the postings on the Dealldeal forum, it became apparent that Stottlemire had been '
posting messages to Dealldeal in an effort to draw visitors to the Coupon Queen. This led me to
visit the Coupon Queen.

4. On or around May 22, 2007, 1 visited the Coupon Queen. The website hosted a
forum primarily devoted to issues involving coupons. Forum member “virtually john” had
posted a message, stating “I recently posted information on anothe_r site (dealideal) on how to beat
the limitation imposed by the software provided by coupons.com and would allow users of that
software to print an unlimited number of coupons from the coupons.com website.” The same -
post stated “I have created a small exe file that will remove the limitations place\d_ by the
coupdns‘com software. If anyone wishes it, send me a PM and I'll gladly send it your way.” I
understand “PM” to be a common abbreviation for “private message.” The post was signed
“John.” In order to inform Coupons, Inc. of the éxe_ file offered by “virtually john,” I copied and
pasted the content of this post into a May 22, 2007 email to Jeff Weitzman of Coupons, Inc.
Attached as Exhibit 1 is a true aﬁd correct éopy of my May 22, 2007 email to Jeff Weitzman.
Attached as Exhibit 2 is a screenshot which accurately shows the post by virtually john on the
Coupon Queen, as it iooked on Méy 22,2007.

5. I have printed coupons offered by Coupons, Inc., both from its website
(www.coupons.com) and from other websites. I am aware that individuals must download and
install a Coupons, Inc. printing application in order to print any online coupons offered by
Coupons, Inc. [ understand that Coupbns, Inc. printing application prevents an individual from
printing an unlimited nmnber of any single online coupon offeréd by Coupons, Inc.

6. As the Executive Director of the Coupon Information Center, it is my professional
obligation ot understand coupon vulnerabilities that allow an individual to reproduce an unlimited
quantity of any single coupon. For the purposes of reviewing the exe file offered by
virtually_john, I returned to the Coupon Queen website on May 25, 2007 and created a forum
member account. Using my forum account, I sent a private message through the Coupon Queen
forum to “virtually john,” requesting a copy of the exe file and thereafter providing an email

address.
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MAR-8-2845 12:81A FROM: TO: 14159544488 P.272 :

1 7. On May 25, 2007 at 11:16 a.m., I received an email from “John Stottlemire,” with
2 | email address johna@stottlemir.net. The email stated “[H]ere’s the ‘removal tool’ (attached).” A
3 | zip file named “removebricks.zip,” containing the file removebricks.exe, was attached to the
4 | email. Additionally, the email provided guidance on how fo use the sofiware application, stating
51 “You must have ALL browser windows closed FIRST, then run the pmgt'am. then reopen your
6 | browser.” The email was signed “john.” Attached as Exhibit 3 is a true and correct copy ofthe .
7 | omail that I received from John Stottlemire on May 25,2007 at 11:16 am.
8 B ¢ def;larc under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States that the foregoin is
9 | true and correct to the best of my knowledge. Executed this _!_3_ day of November, 2007, in

10 A.lcxan&tia, Virginia. . B ,

! Fof Catr
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From:  “Jeff Weitzman" <JefiW@couponsinc.com>
To: <ersalexandria@msn.com> :
Sent: Tuesday, May 22, 2007 5:07 PM

Subject: Re: post on www.thecouponqueen.net. (Red, size color added)

Tracked down Leo and our lawyers spoke to him. He will remove the post (he says). We'll follow up on
this guy as well, thanks.

----- Original Message ——---

From: ERSALEXANDRIA@msn com <ERSALEXANDRIA@msn.com>
To: Jeff Weitzman

Sent: Tue May 22 13:54:49 2007

Subject: post on www.thecouponqueen.net. (Red, size color added)

recently posted information on another site (dealideal) on how to beat the limitation imposed by the
software provided by coupons.com and would allow users of that software to print an unlimited number
of coupons from the coupons.com website. :

As the forum admin at dealideal sees this site as a competing website and knows that the decoder on our
website produces much more accurate results than does his own, he asked me to remove the information
I posted. I removed the information as he requested, and was told by the forum moderator (femont36)
that the information I provided would most likely be reposted by a different user and amazingly enough,
it was. Immediately after I removed the post, Leo, dealideal's admin, banned my IP and removed any
and all content I had provided on the dealideal forums. We, my wife and I, are no longer able to visit the
dealideal forum from our home.

No where in the repost of my solution am I given credit for creating the solution and instead the poster
(a brand new user created just to post this information) claims that the information he saw was flawed.
He then posted almost word for word exactly how I had originally posted it.

In the interim I have created a small exe file that will remove the limitations placed by the coupons.com
software. If anyone wishes it, send me a PM and I'l} gladly send it your way.

In closing, all this mess was created on dealideal as Leo could not stand for a competing website to post
information on his site. He proclaims loudly that there is NO censorship on his site however, within the

past month I can assure you that his censorship is in full swing. Mention thecouponqueen on dealideal
and it will be removed within hours no matter what we could have contributed to that community.

-john recently posted information on another site (dealideal) on how to beat the limitation imposed by
~ the software provided by coupons.com and would allow users of that software to prmt an unlimited
number of coupons from the coupons.com website,

As the forum admin at dealideal sees this site as a competing website and knows that the decoder on our
website produces much more accurate results than does his own, he asked me to remove the information
I posted. I removed the information as he requested, and was told by the forum moderator (femont36)
that the information I provided would most likely be reposted by a different user and amazingly enough,
it was. Immediately after I removed the post, Leo, dealideal’s admin, banned my IP and removed any
and all content I had provided on the dealideal forums. We, my wife and I, are no longer able to visit the
dealideal forum from our home.
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No where in the repost of my solution am I given credit for creating the solution and instead the poster
(a brand new user created just to post this information) claims that the information he saw was flawed.
He then posted almost word for word exactly how I had originally posted it.

In the interim I have created a small exe file that will remove the limitations placed by the coupons.com
-software. If anyone wishes it, send me a PM and I'll gladly send it your way.

In closing, all this mess was created on dealideal as Leo could not stand for a competing website to post
information on his site. He proclaims loudly that there is NO censorship on his site however, within the
past month I can assure you that his censorship is in full swing. Mention thecouponqueen on dealideal
and it will be removed within hours no matter what we could have contributed to that community.

-john
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Posts: 8
Joined: May 20, 2007

+Junlor Member-

1 recently posted information on another site (deafideal} on how 1o neatthe limitation. imposed by the
software provided by coupons.com and would aliow usars of that software to prini an unlimited hufmber of
coupons from the ceupons com website. : . ﬁ

{As the forum admin at dealideal saes this sr!e as o competing website and Knows that the Gemder onour

website produces much more accutiie resuits than: does his:ovn, he asked me 10 remove the Information
I posted. 1 removed-the information as.ne requested; and was told by the forum moderator {temont3s)

| that the informatlon 1.provided would most likely be réposted by a different user-and amazingly. enough, i

was. Immadiately after | removed the post, Leo, dealideal's admin, bahned my1P and removed any and
all content | had provided on the deaiideal forums. We, my.wife and 1, are no longer.able to visk the
gdealideal farum from our-home. .

| Nowihere In the repost of my-solution am [ given credit forcreaﬁng the solution and instead the poster (2

brand new user created just to:posthis information) claims:thial the information he saw was !lawed He
then posted almoal word fcr word axactiy how had nrigxnaliy posted it .

lin the Interim I'have created a smail exe filg that, will remove the ||m|tauons piaced by the: coupuns Lom
softwarg. if anyone wishes 1, send mea PMand 1 giad!y send it your. way. : : :

n ciosmg, afl this mess was created on dealideal a5 Leo om.aid not stand for a corapeting website to post

Information-on his siie. He prociaims foudly that thare Is NO. :censorship on his site however, within the
past month | can-assure you that his. -censorship Is In'full swing. Mention thecoupongleen on dealideal

: and it will be removed withiri hours no matter what we could have contributed to that cominunity.

<john

E Time: Wed May 23, 2007 9:38 AM




EXHIBIT 3
TO

DECLARATION OF ED (BUD) MILLER




Page 1 of 1

From: - “John Stottlemire” <johna@stottiemire.net>

To: <rctpeddier@aol.com>

Sent: Friday, May 25, 2007 11:16 AM

Attach: RemoveBricks.zip

Subject: RE: New Private Message at The Coupon Queen

| did get it when you registered, but | still respect the privacy settings you've established.

~ BTW... don't forget to change your password to something easy for you to remember.

here's the "removal tooi" (attached)

You must have ALL browser windows closed FIRST, then run the program, then reopen your browser.

-john

" From: forumadmin@thecoupongueen.net [mailto:forumadmin@thecouponqueen.net]
Sent: Friday, May 25, 2007 8:13 AM

Ta: jstotd@comcast.net

Subject: New Private Message at The Coupon Queen

decoderl has sent you a private message at The Coupon Queen
-Subject: Re: bricks '

Message:

Sure, sorry, | thought you got it when [ registerred.

Its rclpeddler@aol.com

TIA!

To view your private messages go to http://www.thecouponqueen.net/forum/index.cfm?
page=private_messages '

- Please note, this is an automated email. Do not reply to this email.
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