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What is claimed is:

1. A transmission system for providing information to remote

"

locations, the transmission system comprising: _ :

library means for storing items;

Vs e h—

identification encoding means for/retrieving the information

-for the items from the library means And for assigning a unique
identification code to the retriev information:;

conversion means, coupled to e identification encoding

'beans, for placing the retrieved jfnformation into a predetermined
i

f%ormat as formatted data;

f§ a4 ardering means, ccupled tg the conversion meéns, for placing
j@; 'the formatted.data into a sddyfence of addressable data blocks;
Al . . .
Ei compression means, coupled to the ordering means, for
E; compressing the formatted dnd seqﬁenced data;
,i?' compressed data storihg means, coupled to the data
5? Ecompression‘means, for stioring as a file the compressed, seguenced -
ﬁi : data received from the data compression means with the unique
é% identification code asgigned by the identification encoding means;

and

transmitter means, coupled to the compressed data storing

[iid

=reans, for sending/at least a portion of a file to one of the

remote locations.

; 2. A transmission system as recited in claim 1, wherein the

PR .1 -
Fovnican, Hinprason L Eransmitter meéans includes:
FarABOW, GARRETY
& DEWNER
AT ITOLEY v W
NASHNGTON OO 20005

i 2TR 408 D00 . N "44" h
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transmission format means for placing the composite formatted

ilata block onto a communication path.

3. A transmission system as recited in claim 1, wherein the

information in the items includes analog signals, and wherein the !

conversion means further comprises:

converting means, coupled to the identification encoding

‘means, for A/D converting the analog data of thg retrieved

information into a series of digital data byteSs; and
formatting means, coupled to the converting means, for

ronverting the digital data bytes into forplatted data with a

En

predetermined format.

a4
5
%f 4. A transmission system as ed in claim 1, wherein the
W ,
i: information in the items includes gital signals, and wherein the
i -

» # conversion means further comprisesy
£ digital input receiver means/ coupled to the identificatiaon
L)
i encoding means, for converting the digital data of the retrieved
il
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means, for converting the predetermined voltage levels into

formatted data with a pr

S, A transmissior/ system as recited in clalim 3, wherein the

Er b Heuseson | EONVETrsion means fyrther comprises:
Farasow, DARRETT
& Dannen,

CADD [ ETREET N W
VASMINGTON SC 2000% . -

1 RTH MO8 4000 - _45__
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digital input receiver means, coupl

to the identification

encoding means, for converting the digital data of the retrieved

means, for conﬁerting the predetermingd voltage levels into

formatted data with the predetermined format.

and stored.

7. A transmission system as recited in claim §, further

comprising:

and
library access ihterface means, coupled to the transmission !
format means, for receiving transmission requests to transmit ‘
items, and for retyieving formatted data blocks stored in the
compressed data ljbrary means corresponding to the requests from :
subécrihera. -
8. A tranbmission system as recited in ciaim i, further

comprising:

. o g o
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precompression data processing m

means, f0t'storing the formatted daty

9. A transmission system as retited in claim 1, wherein the

information in the items includes analog audio information, and

i
‘wherein the conversion means furtfier comprises: l
! §
. i
audio converting means, coupled to the identification :
encoding'means, for converting the analog audio signalﬁ into

streams of digital audio data.

10. A transmission systeh as recited in one of claims 1 and '

e

fee 9, wherein the informatio
s :

T information, and wherein
= video converting med
i
£ ] encoding means, for conve

the items includes analog video
conversion means further comprises: .
8, coupled to the identification

ing the analog video signals into

f; streams of digital video/data.
= |
'-;;;‘ I
ﬁj 11. A transmissiof system as recited in one of c¢laims 1 and
& 9, wherein the informgtion in the items includes partly encoded
R -
information, and wheyein the conversion means further comprises: :
digital input means, coupled to the identification encoding .
| means, for receiving partial encoded information in the items.
12. A transmission aystem as recited in claim 1, wherein the:
data compression/means comprises:
Etoax, HENDERSON means for performing a multi-dimensional analysiz of the
FagaBOw, CARRETT
6 Drniea formatted data/for inclusion in a predetermined algorithm; and

AV L STHEEY M oW
ALTHNGTON, DC 20008
1202 apDi 000

-47-~
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predetermined

compression processors for running the

hlgorithm and for compressing the formatteg data.

# i 5 EmrE Y

13. A transmission system as recits in claim 1, wherein the

lcompression means comprises:

means for identifying repeating patterns in the formatted

jata for inclusion in a predetermined algorithm; and

compression processors for ru ing the predetermined

14. A transmission syst s recited in claim 12, wherein the

1
-

] ’Qflti—dimensional analysis includes means for performing the .
[ . .
iz ulti-dimensional analysis the horizontal dimension.

£

= 15. A transmission system as recited in claim 12, wherein the'
i;. !multi-dimensional analysis means includes means for performing the :
Ji* multi-dimensional anelygis in the vertical dimension.
o

5 16. A transmissfon system as recited in claim 12, wherein the :

Eulti-dimansional ajalysis means includes means for performing the'

lrulti-dimensional Analysis in the time dimension.

- 17. A trangmission system as recited in claim 12, wherein the :

imulti~dimensighal analysis means includes means for pe;forming the

o aercea @ultimdimens‘onal analysis in the zig-zag dimension.
2NNECAN. HENDERSON '
Farascw, CARRETT
& DusNER
N3 § BTIFET N W
KaBANGTON, BC 20005
1 2T2 408 ADOQ

-d 8-
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‘information to the remote location
it ’

components;

information to be sent from a transmission tem to remote

locations, the method comprising the steps

storing audio and video information An a compressed data

form;

requesting transmission, by a usey, of at least a part of the °

‘stored compressed data to a remote logfation selected by the user;

sending at least a portion of e stored compressed .

receiving the sent informatign at the remote location:

buffering the received inf tion at the remote locatiocn;

and

playing back the buff information in real time at a ‘time -

requested by the user.

19. The distribution/method as recited in claim 18, wherein

the information in the ems includes analog and digital signals,

and wherein the step of processing further comprises the steps of: .

converting analog signals of the information to digital

formatting the¢ digital data signals of the information;
ordering the/converted analog data and the formatted digital
data in a predetermined seguence and;

compressigg the ordered information.

~49..
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20. The method of claim 18 wherpin the step of storing the

items includes the substep of storing the items in 'a plurality of

compressed picture and sound jsformation.

21. The method of4&fldim 18 further comprising the steps of:

storing a list &f items available to the user from at least

one compressed dafa library; and
providing/the user with the list so that the user may -

remctely select a particular item for transmission.

B
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blocks;

'22. A receiving system responsive to a fiser input
identifying a choice of an item stored in a gource material

library to be played back to’'the subscribey at a location remote

from the source material library, the it

containing information
. 3
to be sent from a transmitter to the recgiving system, the ‘

3
receiving system comprising:
transceiver means, for automatica}ly receiving the requeéted‘

information from the transmitter as cempressed formatted data

receiver format conversion means, coupled to the-transceiveri
means, for converting the compre !
format suitable for storage an
time;

storage means, coupled to/the receiver format conversion ?
means, for storing the compre sed formatted datas

decompreséing means; coppled to the receiver format
conversion means, for decompressing the compressed formatted
inform&tion; and %

cutput data conversion means, coupled to the decompressing é
means, for playing back ha decompressed information in real tima;
at a time specified by /the user. !
23. A receiving/system as recited in claim 22, further

comprising: :

“51~
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user interface means for translating the input into a

request for sending the requested information from yhe transmitter

to the receiving system.

24. A receiving system as recited in clain/ 22, wherein the

rutput data conversion means includes recordipg means which
rontrxols the playback.

25. A receiving system as recited iy claim 22, wherein the
istorage means stores the formatted inf

ation until- playback is

requested by an operator.

i

Iy
‘I
i

- :

ﬁ; 26. A receiving system as cited in claim 22, wherein the
EE Hecompression means further compyises:

;gi video signal decompression/means for decompressing video
'W- -

s information contained in the ¢ompressed formatted information.
£

= -

= 27. A receiving system as recited in claim 26, wherein the
;g butput data conversion mgans further comprises:

digital video outpht means, connected to .the video signal .

decompression means, for outputting a digital video signal

tontained in the video information; and

analog video pdutput means, connected to the video signal

Hecompression megns, for outputting an analog video signal

contained in t video information.
-y T
FINNECAN, HENDERSON
FAaRABOW, CARREYT
B DUNNER
AT L BTHEET N W
M2 TFraNGTON JC FQOO0% N B
P 2TR 208 <00G ) ..,52..
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28. A receiving system as recited in claim 27, wherein the

rideo output means further comprises:

copy protection means for preventing gopying by the user of

protected information,

29. A receiving system as recited fin claim 22, wherein the

e W ewe e R gt - —

Hecompression means further comprises
audioc signal decompression meang for decompressing audio

information contained in the compre sed formatted information.

30. A receiving system as red¢ited in claim 29, wherein the

= butput data conversidn means further comprises: o
Pfk -\

T digital andio output me connected to the audio signal {
= Hecompression means, for ocufpptting a digital audio signal

i ' :

= contained in the audio information; and

ﬁf analog audio output meahs, connected to the audio signal

§§: decompression means, for oytputting an analog audio signal

1i lcontained in the audio information.

=

B,

T

31. A receiving sydtem as recited in claim 22, wherein the
decompression means fuyther comprises:

e video signal dec¢mpression means fox decomprassing video

information contained in the compressed formatted information; and !

audio signal dfcompression means for decompressing audio

{linformation contaifed in the compressed formatted information.

e JFECES
FinwECAN. HENGERSON
Fanapow, GARRETT
& DUNNER
IVO [ STREET % W
o GHMGTON RS 200068

202 408 ACC0 =53~
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32. A receiving system as reci¥ed in claim 22, wherein the

+ranasceiver means receives the

o ——————— S r——

crmation via any one of

o
mv
b
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o
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i
1 computer channels, cable telévision systems, MAN, and microwave.
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BATENT
Attorney Decket No. 2473.0001-03

IN THE UNITED STA?ES DATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

tn re Application of:
Paul YURT et al.

cont. of U.5. Appl.

_ngvwwvvv-.ww

Serial No.r 08/133,982 Group Art Unit: Unassigned
llriled: April 10, 19236 Examiner: Unassigned
For: AUDIO AND VIDEO TRANSMISSION
AND RECEIVING .SYSTEM
{assistant Commissioner for Patents
. washington, D.C. 20231 :
- & .-
17 PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT
- };;%,
= Sir:
s Prior to the examination of the above appli;ation, please
'% amend this application ags follows: ‘
A
F (.
ﬂi 1N THE SPECIFICATION:
e -
g please amend the specification as follows:
page 9, line 9, change "gystema” to - ~-gystema--.
rage 11, line 3, chdﬁée nig® to --as--;
1ine 7, chafge "send a movie® and insért --have a
movie sent--; and
_g} line 14, after "items" insert --for--.
1]
o~ page 12, line B, after "recordexr.? inspvf.J~The recelving

1AW DFFICER ‘J
FINNEGAN, HENDERSON,
FARAROW, GARRETT
& DUNNER,L.L.F.

isystem

recognizes copy protected programs and disables the

audio~-video recorder.--.

1300 | STREET, N W.
WASHING TON, DG 2OC0E
2GR -ADBA000

Yo
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it s : ’ o - .
F Attorney Dock yjo. 2473.0001-03 . . :

Page 13, line 25, chaﬂge “communicéted" to wvcommunicate—;.
Page 14, line 15, chaége wthe any of" to --any of the--.
Page 16, line 14, aftexr "such" insé;t --ag in--; and
line 20, after-“notes" inégrt--wwhic -
page 17, line 5, af er "information” 1nééit —-—ig--.
Page 21, line 8, after “appllcatlon" 1nsé/£ --of-~.
Page 23, 1ing'25, chégge w22t o --112--.
page 25, line 3; deldte "to"; and
'line_lé, delefe "is".
Page 31, line 16, chané; ngource material library 1117 to

w—compressed data ‘library 118--.

in

e - .
= Page 32, line 6, changg vof* to --for--.
. s j ‘ :
@ii pPage. 34, line 15, chaﬂﬁez"stoxed" to --processed--.
é; Page 35, line &, chégge syeceivingsystem" to --receiving
£ ; i
=. system--.
# ) .
ey Page 36, line 12, after “IS?i;/inségt --channel--; and

line 17, after "DBS" insert --,-- {comma) .

il

" page 39, line 23, after "to" iné§;£,~~converter 206

alog" insé/; ——video~w“

line 24, afteré:&n . r .
Page 42, line 7, chénge npayed" to --played--.

Page 43, line 3, delefte "may be® (SECOND OCCURRENCE} .

o
o]

dncluding--;

Dt

LAW OFTIGES i
ENEGAN, HENDERSON,
FaranQw, CARRETT
& DUsER, LLE
1300 1 STREST, KW,
WASHINGTON, BT 20005
202408 -A00CD
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7 -, Attorney Dock."m. Z473.0001-03 . . .

IN THE CLAIMS: .
rlease cgééel claims 1-32, and a&g/;he following new

Helaims:

Sdf\7¢—33w A transmission eystem for providing informatigd to
(3]

he. tranemitied to rémote 1oqations, the transmission gystem

comprising:

LY

. a plurality'of elegtronically connected Yibrary means for

tstoring items containing information;

identification encoding means 1or retrieving the

tinformation in the items from t plurality of library means and

. b for assigning a unique iden fication code to the retrieved
5 . .
5L .
3 information;

conversion mea coupled ko the identification encoding

X meang, for placixg the retrieved information into a
format as formatted data; and
trapsmitter means, coupled to the conversion wmeans, for

isgion of the formatted data to one of the remote

i3

34. A transmission system as ited in claim 33, wherein

the plurality of libraries are geog fically separated.

comprising:

a local reception system cQ 1sing:

means for recejving compressed, digitized data

AN GFFICER

FINNEGAM, HENDERSON,
FARMBORY, GARRETT
8 DnNER, LR
1300 [ STREET, B W,
WASHINGTON, RC 20008
207 40E-A000

A
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FARABOW, GARRETT -
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Attorney Do'.ck‘.fo: F473.0001-03

lof audio/video i

Iof a plu

in claim 35, wherein the means

4

§
0

~

means for storing a complete copy of the xe

compressed, digitized data, and

means, responsive to the ed compressed, digitized

data, for transmitting a 1 esentation 'of the at least one item

ation at a real-time rate to at least one
ity of subscribér receiving stations coupled to the

lg reception system.

36. A digital audio/vided communication network as recited

or transmitting comprises a

I

converter for decompressing th compressed digitized data

representing the’at least one ftem of audio/video information.

37, A digital audio/vidgo communication network as recited
in claim 25, further comprisipg a processing station for

formatting items of audio/video information as compressed,

digitized data and transmitting the compressed, digitized data

representing at least one- ijem of audio/video information at the

non-real time rate to the mpans Eok. rexeiving.

38. . A digital audio-video co munifation network as recited

in claim 37, wherein the pfocessin ation comprises:

means for inputtimg ifems O audio/video information;

conversion means for placing each input item of audiofvideo

information into a predetgrmined format as formatted data;

compression means, foy compressing the formatted data; and

Lran
at 1

time

emitter means for geniing compressed formatted data for the

east one item of audib/video information at the non-real

rate to the local refeption system.

A -
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f1a nonwreal time rate from a Central processing

lthe central processing location;

ll1ocal distribution system; and’

transmitting a fepresentat

o

Attorney Dockf hVo;)’fé'iﬁ.G@éi—aé T .

9%?7*39_ a method of distributing audiofvideé informatjon
comprising:
tyansmitting compressed, digitized data repres ting a

complete copy of at least one item of audio/video/information at

receiving the transmltted compressed, digivized data

representlng a complete copy of the at leagt one 1tem of audio/

video information, at a local distributiln system remote £rom

gtoring the received compfesse . digitized data

representing the complete coby of /the at jeast one item at the

‘compressed, digitized data,
n of the at least one item at a
real-time rate to at leagt one of a plurality of subscriber

receiving stations coupled to the local distribution system.

40. A method a recited in claim 39, further comprising

the step of decomp gsing the compressed, digitized data
representing the jat least oﬁe item of audio/video information
before the tra mission at a, real time rate.

thod as recited in ciaim 46, wherein the
decompressifig step is performed in the iocalidistribution system -
the representation of the.aﬁ least one item for
transmiggion to the at 1eaét'bpe subscriber station.

A method of distributing audic/video information

compYiging:
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cransmitting compressed, digitized

from the central processing location;

receiving the transmitted compres

formatting items of audio/video information as COmMpPIess

digitcized data at a central processing)location;

complete copy of at least one item of audic/videg

, 4, digitized data

.

data represe

information

itvideo information at a loecal

representiné a complete copy of t at least one item of audiof
istribution systew;
storlng the received fompressed, digitized data

representing the comp te copy of the at least one item at the
Stored compressed, digitized data Lo transmit a

or receiving stations coupled to the local distribution
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LA OFFCER

FRINECAN, HENDERSOW,

FARABOW, GARRETT
& DUNNER, L. P
patHy [ STREET, N W

WASHINGTON, BC 20Q05
RO - 4GOS

" REMARKS

The -amendments to the specification were made in the parent

application a.N. 08/133,982 to correct minox typographlcal and

gxammatlcal errors. Claims 1-32 have been cancelled and new

claims 33- 42 have peen added. New claims 33-42 correspond to

proposed amended claims 33, 34, 48-54, and 58 of the parent
apéiication. '

Claims 33-42 define patentable subject matter as set forth
in the first Amendment After Final filed in the parent
application. That amendment was not entered' in the parent

application.
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v 77 .~ |attorney IJock.‘Jo; 2"473.609;-‘03 - .
h If there are aﬁy fees due in connection with the filing of
this amendment, please charge the fees to our Deposit Account
No. 06-0916. If an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 not
accounted for above is required for the entry of this amendment,
such an extension is requested and the feg should also be
charged to our Deposit Account.
J ) . Respectfully submitted,

FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW,
GARRETT & DUNNER, L.L.P.

By: F ol

Michael ®. Kelly
Reg. No. 33,921

 E
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pated: April 10, 1996
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Applicstion Mo, Applicantis) l
) L : 08/630.590 Paut Yurt et al
Office Action Summary Examiner Group Art Unit
] Amanda Le 2614

& Responsive 10 communication(s) tiled on 4/10/97 .

{7 This action is FINAL.
{7 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as 1o thi maerits is closed
i accordance with the practice under £x parfe Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11; 463 0.G. 213,

A shortened statutory period for responss 1o this action is set to expire 3 monthis}, or thirty days, whichever
is Jonger, from the malling date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the
application to became sbandaned. {35 U.S.C. § 133L Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of

37 CFR 1.1364s) .

Disposition of Claims

Claimis} 33-42 isjare pending in the application.
- 0f the sbove, claimis) . isfare withdrawe from consideration.
{3 Qsimis) w/are allowed,
® Claimis) 33-42 isfare rejected.
U C»%m{S} o _ isfare objected to.
-4 (%?;_ms . , are sublect to restriction or efection requirement.
Appiicaién Papers _
{X) Spf the attached Notice of Drattsperson’s Patent Drawing Review, PT0-948.
3 Tﬁdrawing(s} fifed on ) isfare objected to by the Examiner,
O Tﬁ? proposed drawing correction, filed on is [hpproved [CHisapproved.

{17118 specitication is objected 1o by the Examiner.
0 TH';: cath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner,

)
Priority fipder 35 U.S.C. § 118
{1 Afknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 36 LL.S.C. § 119(a)-(d).

[Fan [ISome* [INone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been
"1 received. '
] received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number} .
1 received in this national stage application from the Internationst Bureau {PCT Rule 17.24ah.

*Cerifiod copias not Teceived: ) -
{1 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domastic priarity under 35 1U.5.C. § 1191e}.

Attachmentis) )
X1 Notice of References Cited, PTO-892
¥ nformation Disclosure Statement!s], PTO-1448, Paper Nois). 4
{7 Interview Summary, PT0-413
[%i Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review, PT(-948
[ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-162

— SEE OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING FAGES —

14, 5. Patunt and Trademark Clfics

/
FF-326 Rev. 9-95) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No. ﬁ" _{__

- ‘ ; - DTV/AMT 001785




B -
B J
* R

Serial Number: 08/630,5%0 Page 2
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P #.ﬁ

Art Unit:

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102
1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shail be entitled to 8 patent unless —~
(e} the invention was described in o patent granted op an appiic:;ﬁon for patent by another filed in the United States

before the ifvention thereof by the applicant for patent, of on a5 International application by another who bas fulfilled

the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2, and () of section 371© of s title before the invention thereof by the
= Kicont for patent. '
& apphicant for pa
i3
3. Claims 33 and 34 are rejected under 35 US.C. 102(¢) as being anticipated by Wilson et al.
IR
= Wilson et al discloses an interactive multimedia presentation and communication system

u#

Efg}omprising. the following subject matters of the claimed “transmission system for providing
e

3 . . . . . .
E:énformahon to be transmitted 1o remote locations™ “a plurality of electronically connected hbrary

g’mans” (Fig. 1, L.OC 24, Fig. 2, Fig. 10) “being geographically se;iaratéd” (claim 34) {col. 10, fines

o e Wi

35.42), “identification encoding means” (Fig. 10, element 162, col. 38, fines 37-46), “conversion

means” (col. 39, lincs 1-18), “transmitter means” (Fig. 10, element 168, 169).

3. Claims 35-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102{¢) a3 being anticipated by Tindell et al.
Regarding cleims 35, 36, Tindell et al discloses a store and forward video system comprising
the foliowing subject matters of the claimed “digital andio/video communication network”: “a local

reception system” (Fig. 5), “means for receiving compressed, digitized data” (Fig. 5, elements 64, 66,

DTV/AMT 001786
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Serial Number: 08/630,590 Page 3

Art Unit:

68, 70, 74), “means for storing a complete copy” (Fig. 5, element 78, col. 5, lines 29-32), “means,
responsive to the stored compressed, digitized data, for transmitting” (Fig. 5, elements 82, 84, 88,
88), “converter for decompressing” {claim 36} (Fig 5, element 82).
Regarding claim 37, Tindell et al also discloses the claimed “a processing station for
formatting items of audio/video information” (Fig. 1, element ld, Fig. 2 and Fig 3). |
Regarding claim 38, Tindell et al further discloses the following subject matters comprised
r=in the claimed “processing station”: “means for inputting” (Fig. 3, element 24), “conversion means”
J%%(Fig, 3, elements 32, 34, , 36, 40, 42), “compression means” (Fig. 3, element 44), “transmitter means”

dak
zz;g(mg. 2, element 30).

g Regarding claims 39-41, Tindell et al discloses the following subject matters of the claimed
= “method of distributing audio/video information” “transmitting compressed, digitized data...” (Fig.
lz;’:

: 6), “receiving the transmitted compressed, digitized data” (Fig. 7, 118), “storing the received
‘giicompressed, digitized data” (Fig. 7, 122), “in response 1o the stored compressed, digitized data,
transmitting a representation of the at least one Hem” (Fig. 7, 124, 126), “the step of decompressing”
(claims 40, 41) (Fig. 7, 124).

Repgarding claim 42, Tindell et al discloses the following subject matters of the claimed
“method of distributing audio/video information™ “formatting items of audio/video information” (Fig.
6, 90, 92), “transmitting compressed, digitized data representing a complete copy” (Fig. 6, 108),

“receiving the transmitted compressed, digitized data” (Fig. 7, 118), “storing the received

gy
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Serial Number: 08/630,590 Page 4

Art Unit:

compressed, digitized data” (Fig. 7, 122), “using the stored compressed, digitized datato transmit

a representation of the at least one item” (Fig. 7, 126).

Conclusion
4, The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant’s
disclosure. Paolini discloses a sysiem with two different communication medinms, transmitting

;Jetrieved video and compressed audio information to plural receivers responsively to users’ requests.
ey
T
A
ES Any inquiry concerning this communication of carlier communications from the examiner
tBhould be directed to Amanda Le whose telephone number is {703) 305-4769. The examiner can
"5\0maﬂy be reached on Tuesday-Friday from 7.30 AM to 5-00 PM. The examiner can also be

E:";‘eac:hed on alternate Mondays.

= If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s SUpervisor,
“F5tephen Chin, can be reached on (703) 305-4714.

iy Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding
iZshould be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900.

fg Any response to this action should be mailed to:

iy

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks
Washington, D.C. 20231

or faxed to:

(703) 308-9051, (for formal communications intended for entry}

(703) 308-5403 (for informal or draft communications, please label
*PROPOSED" or "DRAFT")

DTV/AMT 001788




* 9 ®
Serial Number: 08/630,590

Page 5

Art Unit:

‘Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive,
Adlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). .

(07/16/97) Hmandado /

AMANDA LE
PATENT EXAMINER
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"Aftopney Docket No, 2473.0001-03

-

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

re Application of: )
PAUL YURT etal. ) Group Art Unit: 2614
)
Serial No.: 08/630,590 } Examiner: AmandaLe
) - =3 -
) ) o h
Filed: April 10, 1996 ) = B o
; ) << '_:;
For: AUDIO AND VIDEO TRANSMISSION ) %o S
AND RECEIVING SYSTEM ) < ]
; Assistant Commissioner of Patents
5 Washington, D.C. 20231
= AMENDMENT
g Sir:
‘;,. In response to the July 24, 1997 Office Action, please consider the following
: | Rematks:
Dt REMARKS
n the Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 33 and 34 under 35 U.S.C.
§102(e) as anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,195,002 issued to Wilson et al. The

Il Wilson et al. patent discloses an interactive multimedia presentation and
cormmmication system. More specifically, Wilson et al teaches an “clectronic

shopping mall” in which a subscriber tunes his television to a particular channel,

fAW OFFICES

FINNECAN, HENDERSON,
FARABOW, CARRETT,
& DUNHBER,1.1.P.
00 T STRELT, LW,
WASHINGTON, BT 20000
PO -#08-2000

DTV/AMT 001791 -
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telephones a local number, follows log-on instructions given over the telephone, and
then uses the touch-tone keypad of his telephone to navigate through an electronic

information system that displays multimedia presentations in the form of video

images and accompanying audio on various items selected by the subscriber. See col.
1, lines 19-37. When the shopper chooses to terminate a shopping session, he simply
hangs up his phone. The hang-up signal is routed to the session server and a
termination script is sent to the subscriber. System resources can then be assigned to
a subsequent shopper. See col. 30, lines 19-35.

. Wilson et al. teaches a system significantly different from the present

»

é{ invenﬁon. For example, Wilson et al. requires that the shopper be comnected to the

i ‘ system resources by telepﬁone for the duration of the transaction. This limits both

;;; i telephone use by the subscriber as well as the availability of system resources 10 other

£

E subscribers. Furthermore, in Wilson et al. the subscriber is required to be physicaily

ZE";? present at the location to which information is transmitted.

%"-"Z In contrast, the present invention provides a flexible system in which a user

Ez can remotely access information. That is, the user can request transmission of
information to a site remote from the requesting site. Additionally, with the present
invention the user does not have to be connected by telephone when information is
transmitted from the library to the selected remote location. This frees up system

: resources for use by others and makes the system much more convenient 1o use than .
. that disclosed in Wilson et al.

LAW QFFICES
e ECAN, HENDERSON,
FaraBow, CARREYT,
& DUNNER, i.LP.
QoG ¥ BTREEY, N.W. 2
WASHINGTOR, BE 20005
20X -80E-4000

LN
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The Examiner next rejected claims 35-42 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) asby U.S.
Patent No. 5,130,792 issued to Tindell et al.
‘The Tindell et al. patent discloses a store.and forward video systern.

According to Tindell et al., data from a central data facility 10 is transmitted over

1 telephone network 120 a receiving umit 16. Fig. 5 of Tindell et al. discloses the

details of the receiving unit 16, which, according to Tindell et al., is at a remote

location. The receiving unit 16 receives information from the telephone network and
ultimately stores the information in a mass storage device 78. The data is stored in

: : the mass storage device 78ina compressed format and is stored until the entire
requested program is downloaded from the central data facility 10. According to
Tindell et al., the mass storage device 78 is preferably an erasable optical disk or other
i stmilar high density storage medium. When a viewer selects the play mode, the

i coptrol unit 72 causes the data stored in the mass storage device 78 to be transferred
through storage interface 76 to data decompression unit 82. The signal is A/D

converted and reconstructed and then the composite video signal is output for

s T A P S L

< viewing.

Asis clear from Tindell et al., the recejving unit 16 at the user premises
contains the mass storage device 78 and stores the compressed programming for
{{ viewing after decompression and processing. In contrast, according to the present

invention, the compressed data is stored at a Jocal reception system (claim 35)ora

local distribution system (claims 39 and 42). The compressed data is stored at the

1w GFFICES
FINNEGAN, HENDERSON,
FARABOW, GARRETT,
B DUNNER,L.L.P
Ao T ETREET, N, W,
WASHINGTON, BC 20008 3
20D - 405 AV
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local facility and is sent at a real time rate to 2 subscriber receiving station. Use ofa
local reception or distribution system is neither taught nor suggested by Tindell et al.
and such a system considerably simplifies and reduces the cost of the componenis
required at the user end. That is, by storing the requested compressed information
locaily, the subscriber does not peed to have compressed data storage or
decompression circuitry at his jocation. Rather, a local facility can have these
elements and they can be distributed or shared between a plurality of users in a local
region.
. If there are any other fees due in connection with the filing of this
4‘% Amendment, please charge the fees to our Deposit Account No. 06-0916. If a fee is
L :
? required for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136 not accounted for above,
e )
5’% such an extension is requested and the fee should also be charged to our Deposit
:Tﬁf’
el Account.
a% Respectfully submitted,
G
= FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW,
= GARRETT & DUNNER, L.LP.
2
8 /
By: { w //
E. Robert/ Yoches
Reg. No. 30,120
Dated: November 21, 1597
Fanerenn, HOIDERSON,
FARABCRY, CARRETT,
8 DIUNNER LLP
BOO I STREET, KW, 4
WASHINGTON, T 20005
205 -ADS- 4000
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Apglication Ne, Applicantis}

X 08/639,580 FPaul Vit et o
Office Action Summary En Gt A Uit
Amenda Lle 2734
X Responsive to communication(s) tiled on 11,21/87 .

X} This action is FINAL.

[ Since this application is In condition for allowance except tor forms} matters, prosecution as to the marits is closed
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11; 453 0.G. 213. ’

A shortened statutory period for response o this action is set to expirg K} monthis), or thirty days, whichever
is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response wili cause the
application to become apendoned. (36 U.S.C §133). Extensions of ime may be obtained under the provisions of
37 CFR 1.136(a).

Disposition of Claims

X Claimi{s} 33-42 _ isjare pending in the application.
Qf the above, tlaimis) _ is/are withdrawn from consideration.

£} Claimis) _ is/are alowed.

X Claim(s) 33-42 _ : is/are rejected.

) %ifn(s} : _ isfare objected to.

0 %%ims 4 » are subject to restriction or election requirement.
Appi;ca%n Papers

(] ?;:é the attached Notice of Drattsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PT(-948,

(! TS;; drawingls} filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner.

O 1::’& proposed drawing correction, filed on _ is [hpproved [Misapproved.

k1

Ll e specification is objected 1o by the Examiner.

[ THe oath or declaration is objected to by the Exarniner,
i

Lt
Priority onder 35 u.s.C. §119
{7 Agknowledgement is made of a claim tor foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119{al-td).

FAn [Some* [INone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been
7 received,
[ received in Application No. (Series Code/Seriat Number} .

;! receiv;ed in this national stage application from the International Bureau [PCT Rule 17.248}).
*Cartified capies not received; :

[] Acknowiedgement is made of 2 claim tor domestic priority under 35 U.5.C. § 118{e).

Attachment{s}
] Notice of References Cited, PTO-892
(1 informetion Disciosuie Statement(s), PT0O-1448, Paper Nolis).
7 Interview Summary, PTO-413
{3 Notice of Draftspesson’s Patent Drawing Review, PT0-948
"] Netice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152

- SEE OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES —

U $. Patemt mnd Trsdemork Ofhos

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-85} Difice Action Summary Part of Paper No. __ 8
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Serial Number: 08/630,590 Page 2
Art Unit: 2734
1 This Office Action is responsive to the request for reconsideration filed on 11/21/97. Claims

33-42 are pending in this application.

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102
Z. The following is & quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.8.C. 102 that form the
basis for the.rejec!ions under this section made in this Office action:

A parson shali be entitled to o patent umless ~

L3

(€} the invenbon was described m & paten granied on an apphcation for patent by anoiber filed in the United States
before the mvention thereof by the apphcant for patent, or o an internationa) application by another who has fulfilled
"the requirements of paragraphs (1), {2), and (&) of section 3710 of this utle before the invention thereof by the

applicant for patenl.

3. Claims 33 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Wilson et al.
Wilson et al discloses an interactive multimedia presentation and communication system

comprising the following subject matters of the claimed “transmission system for providing

En Tl OSSR QB

lI::&

} information to be transmitted to remote locations™ “a plurality of electronically connected library
means” (Fig. 1, LOC 24, Fig. 2, Fig. 10) “being geographically separated” (claim 34) (col. 10, lines
35-42), “identification encoding means” (Fig. 10, element 162, col. 38, lines 37-46), “conversion

means” {col. 39, lines 1-18), “transmitter means” (Fig. 10, element 168, 169).
4. Claims 35-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(¢) as being anticipated by Tindell et al.

Regarding claims 35, 36, Tindell et al discloses a store and forward video system comprising

the following subject matters of the claimed “digital audio/video communication network™ “a local

DTV/AMT 001797
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Serial Number: 08/630,550 Page 3

Ast Unit: 2734

reception system” (Fig. 5), “means for receiving compressed, digitized data” (Fig. 5, elements 64, 66,
68, 70, 74), “means for storing a complete copy” (Fig. 5, clement 78, col. 5, lines 25-32}, “means,
responsive fo the stored compressed, d‘igiﬁzed data, for transmitting” (Fig. 5, elements 82, 84, 86,
88), “converter for decompressing” (claim 36) (Fig. 5, element 82).

Regarding claim 37, Tindell et al also discloses the claimed “a processing station for
formatting items of audio/video information” (Fig. 1, element 10, Fig. 2 and Fig. 3)-

Regarding claim 38, Tindell et al further discloses the following subject matters compnised

Yot

%in the claimed “processing station™: “means for inputting” (Fig. 3, element 24), “conversion means”
T

et

i‘:,’;‘(Fig 3, dlements 32, 34 , 36, 40, 42), “compression means™ (Fig. 3, element 44), “transmitter means”
o
i '

'@‘(Fig. 2, element 30}).

* Regarding claims 39-41, Tindell et al discloses the following subject matters of the claimed
=

Emethod of distributing audio/video information”: “transmitting compressed, digitized data . . . " (Fig.
o

<
L,
i

:’;ﬁ), “receiving the transmitted compressed, digitized data” (Fig. 7, 118), “storing the received

3

o
[ ™

compressed, digitized data” (Fig. 7, 122}, “in response to the stored compressed, digitized data,
transmitting a representation of the at least one item” (Fig. 7, 124, 126), “the step of decompressing”
(claims 40, 41) (Fig. 7, 124).

Regarding claim 42, Tindell et al discloses the following subject matters of the claimed
“method of distributing audio/video information”™: “formatting items of audio/video information” (Fig.
6, 90, 92), “transmitting compressed, digitized'data representing a complete copy™ (Fig. 6, 108),

“rectiving the transmitted compressed, digitized data” (Fig. 7, 118), “storing the received

DTV/AMT 001798
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Ari Unit: 2734

o‘oénpressad, digitized data” (Fig. 7, 122}, “using the stored compressed, digitized data to transmit

a representation of the at least one item” (Fig. 7, 126).

Response to Arguments
5. Applicant’s arguments filed 11/21/97 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive.
Regarding claims 33 and 34, in response 0 applicant's argument that the references fail to

.= show certain features of applicant’s invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies
P .

Tt(i.e., “aflexible system in which a user can remotely access information. That is, the user can
e

T request transmission of information to a site remoie from the requesting site. Additionally, with the

1]

=

= present invention the user does nol have to be cormected by telephone when information is

N

= ransmitted from the library to the selecied remote location™) are not recited in the rejected claim(s).
| aed

o5, .

' j_"j' Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are

‘5. ot sead into the claims. I re Van Guens, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ24 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993).

"

Regarding claims 35-42, Applicant asserts that “according 10 the present invention, the
compressed dota is stored at a local reception system (claim 35) or a local disiribution system
(claims 39 and 42). The compressed data is stored at the local facility and is sent at a real time rate
to a subscriber receiving station. Use of a local reception or distribution system is neirhe}' taught
nor suggested by Jindell et al and such a system considerably simplifies and reduces the cost of the
components reguired al the user end” The Examiner would like to emphasize that the Office Action

interprets Tindell et al's “receiving unit (16Y” as the claimed “local reception system” {claim 35) or
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“q focal distribution system” (claims 39 and 42), and Tindell et al’s “video display devices (18)” as
the claimed “subscribér receiving stations.” Accordingly, Tindefl et al does‘ disclose all the subject
matters claimed, as explained in the _previous; Gfﬁce Action,

For the above reasons, the rejections applied to claims 33-42, as recited in the previous Office

Action, are maintained.

= . Conclusion

B

76 THIS ACTION 1S MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy
b

= as sot forthin 37 CFR 1.136¢2).

iz ¢ ’

5

= A shortened statutory period for response 1o this final action is set to expire THREE

'%;:MONMS from the date of this action. Inthe event a first response is filed within TWO MONTHS

=,
‘% of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the

£ -MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the

+F
L$5

date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be
catculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event will the statutory period for

response expire Jater than STX MONTHS from the date of this final action.

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner
should be directed to Amanda Le whose telephone number is (703) 305-4769. The examiner can
normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday from 7:30 A M. to 5-00 P.M.. The examiner can also be
reached on alternate Mondays.
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s supervisor,
Stephen Chin, can be reached on (703) 305-4714.

Any inquiry of a general nature or refating to the status of this application or proceeding
mber is (703) 305-3900.

should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone nu

Any response to this final action sheuld be mailed to:

Box AF
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks

Washington, D.C. 20231

pr faxed to:

=
;E. " (703) 305-9051, (for formal communications, please mark "EXPEDITED
= PROCEDURE")

Or:

(703) 308-5403 (for informal or draft communications, please label
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT")

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 11, 2021 Crystal Drive,
Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist).

S
. W

02/10/98

By [0 He 0 F1 R

DONN.VO
PRIMARY EXAMINER

DTV/AMT 0013801
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephione are unsuccessful, the examiner’s Supervisor,

Stephen Chin, can be reached on {703) 305-4714,
Any inquiry of & general nature or refating to the status of this application or proceeding

should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900.
Any response to this final action sheuld be mailed to:
Box AF I
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks

Washington, D.C. 26231

or faxed to:

F¥

(703) 305-9051, (for formal communications; please mark "EXPEDITED
PROCEDURE")

3

Ll

{703) 308-5403 (for informal or draft communications, please label
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT")

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park I, 2021 Crystal Drive,
Aslington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist).

JAy '
A. LE W

02/10/98

DONN. VD
PRIMARY EXAMINER
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Attorney Docket No.: 2473.0001-03] | '

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

e cpm———

Inre Application of: R ) ATTN: BOX AF
PAUL YURT etal 'Y Group Art Unit: 2734
)
Serial No.: 08!630,5'90 i ) Examiner: Amanda Le
] . '. . . : ) 2
Filed: April 10, 1996 i ) L,i S
L, ) 3 &
For: AUDIO AND VIDEO TRANSMISSION) Y S € =
AND RECEIVING SYSTEM * ©* ) s 2
- . v - o P
. £ {:\j
o2 o<
Assistant Commissioner of Patents oo o
‘Washington, D.C. 20231 ¢ ©C o
5 D
i sir: L '
AMENDMENT UNDER 37 CF.R. § 1.116
In response to the February 18, 1998, Office Action, the perioé of response to which was
| extended three months through- August 18, 1998, with the Petition for Extension of Time and

payment of the requisite fee filed on July 23, 1998, Applicants proposc amending the above-

|| captioned application as follows:

IN THE CLAIMS:

Please amend the claims as follows:

[

[

i

)
P

L OFrmcils

FRNEGAN, HENDERSON,
FARADOW, CARRETT
& DINER, L 1P
1300 1 STRESY, N.W.
WASHINGTON, . ¢ 20008
202-408 #0000

| accessing location for [providing]

33, (Amended) A transmissibn system responsive to input from a user positioned at an

locations,] 1o a remote location select
a plurality of [electronically co ccted library means) libraries for storing items

containing information;

DTV/AMT 001804




| plurality of [library means] librazies b

1} retrieved information;

| information into a predetermined fo

! . . ‘ ‘ .‘
<
- v 5,
3 “ . .

PATENT
Attorney Docket No.: 2473.0001-03

identification encoding meags for retrieving the information in the items from the

d for assigning a ﬁnique identification code to the

conversion means, coupled ta
as%orm ‘ed data; and
transmitter means, coupled to version means, for transmission of the formatted

data to [one of the remote locations] tht

S 1T ™ Ty T Ci] e

Law OFFRCRES

FINNEGAN, HENDERSON,
FARABOW, GARRETT
8 DunNnNER, L.LP.
1300 X ETREET, H. W,
WASHINGTOR, 4 G« BOSOS
2OR-AGE - AO0D

35. (Amended) A digital audio/video communication network comprising:

a [local] reception system in data communication with a plurality of subscriber receiving

1 stations, the reception system comprising:

means for receiviﬂg compressed, digitized data representing at least one item of

audio/video information-at a non-real tije rate,

means for storing a complete cpy ¢ received compressed, digitized data, and
means, responsive to the stored cympressgd, digitized data, for transmitting a

representation of the at least one item of addio/video iformation at a reﬂ»?m rate to at least

; £
one of [a] the plurality of subscriber receivipg stations [coupled to the local reception system}],

wherein said means for receiving, said means for storing, and said means. for transmitting are

DTV/AMT 001805
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39, (Amended) A method of distributing audio/video information comprising:
transmitting compressed, digitized data representing a complete copy of at Jeast one item
of audio/video information at a nor -real time rate from a central processing locatién_;g,g_lgggl

1

1 gistrihution systermn remote from the central essine location;

receiving, into a receiving EJL cans, the transmitted compressed, digitized data representing

a complete copy of the at least one glem of audio/video information], at a local distribution

i

!l system remote from the central pro Fessing location];

(‘ﬁ
o W S0

storing, in a storing means, the received compressed, digitized data representing the

i

L

complete copy of the at least one item at the | 1 distr}pution systeny; and

"

in response to the stored cofopressed, digitized data, transmitting, using a transmitting

A 8 T s

means, a representation of the at least one item at a real-time rate to at least one of a phurality of

subscriber receiving stations coupled to the local distribution system, wherein the receiving

means, the storing means, and the trahsmitting means ar¢ nositioned at the same location, and
herein the at least one of the plurality of subscriber recel ing stations is located af a location
R,
different from a Jocation of the local diktribution system.
i - K i
-

e

LAW DFFCED
FRINEGAN, HENDERSON, |
FARABOW, CARRETT

& DUNNER, L. L.P.
IA00 I BTREET, N.W.
WASHIRGTON, D, £, 20008 3
2O - AOE - AO0T
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40. (Amended) A method|as rocited in claim 39, further comprising the step of
decompressing the compressed, digitized data representing the complete copy of the at Jeast one

1 item of audiofvideo information before the. transmitting step [transmission at areal time rate].

41, (Amended) A method a} recited in claim 40, wherein the decompressing step is
performed in the Jocal distribution sylstem to produce the representation of the at least one item

for transmission to the at least one ofithe plurality of subscriber [station] receiving stations.

" 42. {Amended) Amethod of Histributing andio/video information comprising:

>
<) Kok
S

Ty S AR T

formatting items of audio/vide i

| processing location;

transmilling compressed, digit

a complete copy of the at least one iten bf audio/video information, at a local distribution

ived compressed, digitized data representing the
complete copy of the at least one jtem at thé local distribution system; and

using the stored compressed, digiﬁz M data to transmit wﬁm}m means a

representation of the at least one itemn 1o at least one of a plurality of subscriber receiving stations

1AW CIFMCES

FINNEGAN, HENDERSOH,
EARABOW, CARRETT
B DUNNER,L.L7.
|A00 T STRERY, N. W, 4
WASHINGTON, I, . Z000S
2O SOB-ACDD
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1? coupled to the local distribution system, wherein the receiving means, the storing means, and the
C_/ & ir: itting means are positioned a siire location, and wherein the at least one o1

olurality of subscribe I receiving staul tocated at a location different from a loca ation of locs

distribution system.

REMARKS
The Examiner rejected claims 33 and 34 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by

1.8, Patent No. 5,195,092 issued 10 Wilson et al. {"Wilson™). This rejection is traversed.

% Wilsen discloses an interactive multimedia presentation and conmmurication system.

?: Particularly, Wilson discloses an nelectronic shopping mall” in which a subscriber tunes his

zi televi-sion to a particular channel, telephones a local number, follows Jog-on instructions given
e -

ﬁ over the telephone, and uses the touch-tone keypad of the telephone to navigate throngh an

% electronic information system that displays multimedia presentations in the form of video imapes
j;: and accompanying audio on various items selected by the subscriber (column 1, lines 19-37). .

The subscriber enters codes and commands via a standard touch-tone telephone keypad in

[

response to menus, graphics, and andio that are presented on a television screen, and by so doing
selects a presentation that comprises video images and audio commentary about particular items
displayed on the television screen {colmmn 6, lines 60-68).

Wilson teaches a system significantly different from the prt;,sent invention. For example,

Wilson requires that the shopper be connected o the system resources by telephone for the

LAW DFFICES
FrenEcaN, Henoerson, || duration of the transaction. This hmits both telephone use by the subscriber as well as the
FARADOW, GARRETT, |}
& DUNNER,L.LP
PO T STREET, Ko W.
YA HINGTON, DE 2HCOE 5
R -0 B - A0 [{

|
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availability of system resources to otﬁer subscribers. Furthermote, in the multimedia
presentation and communication system of Wilson the subscriber is required to be physically
present at the location to which information is transmitted.

In contrast, the present invention as recited in claims 33 and 34 provides a flexible system
in which a user can remotely access information. Particularly, the user can request transmission
of information to a remote locate that is selected by the user. The selected remote location can be
different from an accessing Jocation where the user was positioned when the information request
was made.

“In the pending Office Action, commenting on the November 21, 1997, Response filed by
Applicants, the Examiner contends that Applicants were relying on features not recited in the

pending claims to distinguish the claims from Wilson. See page 4, paragraph 2 of the

@ L R e S

February 18, 1998, Office Action. Applicants disagree because the claimed invention has always

recited transmission of data to remote locations. This feature is neither disclosed nor suggested

S

in Wilson, which require the subseriber to be physically present at the location to which
information is transmitted.

To advance prosecution of this application, Applicants have amended independent claim
33 to clarify that the remote location to which the information is transmitted is different from the
:15 accessing location at which the aser is positioned when making the request. As detailed above,

‘ée’ this limitation of claim 33 is not disclosed in or suggested by Wilson. For at least this reason,

o OIS independent claim 33, as well as claim 34 depending therefrom, are patentable over Wilson.

FINNECAN, HENDERSCN,
FARABOW, CARRETT,
& DUnNERL.LP.
1200 I STREET, N. W.
WhSHINGTON, DC 2GD03 6 >

202-408-4000
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The Examiner rejected claims 35-42 under 33 US.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by

11.S. Patent No. 5,130,792 issued to Tindell et al. ("1 indell™). This rejection is traversed.

il .
Tindell discloses a2 store and forward video system. As discussed at column 2, lines 54-

68:

At a remote location, a telephone 14 and receiving unit 16 are connected to the
telephone network 12. A video display device 18, such as a television conforming
to the NTSC standard, is connected to the receiving unit 16 for displaying video
programs which have been transferred from the central data facility 10 to the
receiving wit 16. A viewer who wishes to down Joad a program from the centrai
data facility 10 into his receiving unit 16 calis the central data facility 10 using the
nermal telephone 14, Afler the program has been ordered, the user places the
telephone 14 on-hook and switches the receiving unit 16 to standby. The central

* data facility 10 then returns the call and down loads the requested program into
the receiving unit 16 for viewing at a time selected by the viewer.

The above passage makes clear that the receiving vuit 16 disclosed in Tindell is located at

o L Ry

i . _ . . .
= the user premises. The receiving unit contains a mass storage device 78 that stores the

H

!l compressed programming for viewing on video display 18 at 2 time selected by the user. When

Tl

= the user selects the play mode on receiving unit 16, the compressed data stored in receiving unit

Lhwag

16 is decompressed, the signal is converted and reconstructed, and the composite video signal is
output to video display unit 18 for viewing. Thus, Tindell discloses storing the compressed data

in a receiving unit that is located at the same location as the display unit, that is, the premises of

the uset.

In contrast, in the present invention as recited claims 35-42, the subscriber receiving

station is located at a different location than where the compressed data is stored. Particularly, in

Law OFFiCEs
i iiyrand e independent claim 35, at least one of the plurality of subscriber receiving stations is located at a
& Dum;m,L.t,P. !
1300 F BTREET, N.W.
WAL HINGTOR, O 2O00% 7
2O -4 54000

A

DTV/AMT 001810




T A D ST E S

Law OFTIGES

FINNEGAN, HENDERSON,

FARAROW, GARRETT,
& DUNNER, L.LP.
1300 3 m‘msm', N.oW.
WAGHINGTOR, DC 20008
2OZ-AD DAL

‘
.

PATENT
Attomey Docket No.: 2473.0001-03

1 1ocation different from the location of the reception system. Similarly, in claims 39 and 42, at

least one of the plurality of subscriber receiving stations is located as a location different from a

distribution system. Tindell does not disclose or suggest a plurality of video display units 18

coupled to a receiving unit 16, For at least these reasons, Tindell does not disclose or suggest

il claims 35-42.

~

In response ta arguméﬁts distinguishing Tindell et al. from the ¢laimed invention, the
Examiner stated that she mterpkts Tindell et al's receiving unit {16) as ‘the claimed local
reception system' (claim 35) or 'a locai distribution system' (claims 39 and 42), and Tindell et al's
*video display devices (18) as the claimed 'subscriber receiving stations.” See page 4, paragraph
3 through page 5, line 3 of the February 18, 1998, Office Action. The Examiner's interpretation
is untenable because there is no disclosure or suggestion in Tindell that video display 18is ata
location remote from the receiving unit 16. See col. 2, lines 54-60.

To advance prosecution of this application, Applicants have amended independent claims
35, 39, and 42 fo recite that the at least one of the plurality of subscriber receiving stations is
focated at a different Jocation than the local distribution or receiving system. This is feature is
neither disclosed nor suggested in Yindeli et al

Applicants request entry of this Amendment under 37 C.F.R. § 1.116 by the Examiner.
The amendments do not raise now issues or necessitate the undertaking of any additional search

of the art by the Examiner. The amendments should allow for immediate action by the

DTV/AMT 001811
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Examiner, The entry of the amendments would atlow Applicants to reply to the final rejection of
claims 35-42 and place the application in condition for allowance. )

] Furthermore, the entry of the amendments would place the application in better form for
appeal, should the Examiner dispute the patentability of the pending claims. Applicants
therefore request entry of this Amendment, reconsideration and reexamination of this

application, and timely allowance of the pending claims.

If there are any fees due in connection with the filing of this Amendment, please charge

the fees to our Deposit Account No. 06-0916. If a fee is required for an extension of time under

"
e 37-CF.R. § 1.136 not acconnted for above, such an extension is requested and the fee should
WLt
é&: also be charged to our Depaosit Account.
?;.
E Respectfully submitted,
N
- FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW,
B GARRETT & DUNNER, LL.P.
L.
<
53} . %\
By, ! - -
Doris Johnson Hines

Reg. No. 34,629

Dated: August 6, 1998

LA OFFISES

FINNECAN, HENDERSON,
FARMBCW, GARRELT,
& DuNNER,L.L.P.
130G T STREET, N W
WASHINGTUN, G 2005 9
202- 40 8- 4000
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- - Applitation No. 1 Applicantis} I
. . oB/E30,580 Paisi Vet of of
Adwsory Action Examiner Group Art Unit
Amanda Le 2734
THE PERIOD FOR RESPONSE: [check only a) of bl}
a) fF expiren 4] months from the mailing date of the final rejoction. .

b} [ 1 expires sither three months from the malling date of the final rejection, o on the maiing dete of this Advisory Action, whichever - |
is later, In no event, howaver, will the statutory period for the response expire later than six months from the date of the final
rappction, ’

Any extension of time must be obtained by filing o petition under 37 CFR 1.136{#), the proposed response and the appropriate {ee. Tha

date on which the response, the petition, and the fee have been filed is the dats of the responsa and also the date for the purposes of

determining the period of extension and the corresponding ameunt of the fes. Any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1,17 will be
caleulated from the date of the originally set shortened steiulory period for response or as set forth in b) sbove.

[ Appellant’s Brief is due two months from the date of the Notice of Appesi filed on {or within any
period for response set forth above, whichever is later). See 37 CFR 1.191{d} and 37 CFR 1.192{a},

Applicant’s response ta the final rajection, filed on &8/6/98 has been considerad with the following effect,
but is NOT deemed to place the application in condition for allowance:

X The proposed amendment|s}:
[} will be entered upon filing of 2 Notice of Appeal and an Appeal Brief,
X will not be entered because:
H  they raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search. {See note below].
L] they raise the issue of new matter. (See note below].

s@ they are not deefmed to place the application in better form for appeal by materially reducing or simplifying the
T issues for appeal.
{m they present additional claims without cancelling & corresponding number of finally rejected claims.

BOTE:  see aitachement
i
L

demdt
) Applicant’s response has overcome the following rejection(s):
&=
.
[0 Néstly proposed or amended claims — _ would be allowable if submitted in a
sefigrate, timely filed amendment cancelling the non-allowable claims.

B Tﬁ@faffic!avit, exhibit or request {or reconsideration has been considered but does NOT place the application in condition
fordliowance because;

[} The affidavit or exhibit will NOT be considered because it is not directed SOLELY to issues which were newly raised by
the Examiner in the final rejection.

] For purposes of Appeal, the status of the claims is a3 follows {see attached written explanation, if any):

Claims allowed:
Claims objected to:
Claims rejected: 33-42

£1 The proposed drawing correction filed on Chas  [has not been approved by the Examiner.
I Note the attached Information Disclosure Statementis), FTO-1449, Paper Nois). .
3 Other
AMANDA LE
PATENT EXAMINER
ART UNIT 2734
L 8. Patent and Trodemark DFecr
FTO-303 {Rev, 8-95) Advisory Action Part of Papar Ng, 11

DTVIAMT 001814
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Application/Contro! Number: 08/630,550 Page 2

Art Unit: 2734
Attachmenis to the Advisot;r Action

1. In the amendments filed on 08/06/98, the following newly added or deleted limitations to the
claims raise new issues that would require a further consideration and/or search:

Claim 33, lines 1-3, “responsive to input from a user positionea at an accessing location for
transmitting information selected by the user”

Claim 33, lines 12-13, “the remote location may be different from the accessing location”

;% Claim 35, lines 10-12, claim 39, ines 12-15, “said means for receiving, . .. diﬁ'e{ent forma
%" location of the reception system™

Eé; ~. Claim 42, lines 13-16, “the receiving means, .. ., at a location different from a location of
=,

;s: local distribution systems”

i% The additions or deletions of the above-mentioned limitations change the scope of the claimed
E invention by specifying the differences in locations of different portions of the system. According,
ey} .

further search and consideration are required for the amended claimed invention.

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner
should be directed to Amanda Le whose telephone number is (703) 305-4769. The examiner can
normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday from 8:30 AM. to 6:00 PM.. The examiner can also be
reached on alternate Mondays.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor,
Stephen Chin, can be reached on {703) 305-4714.

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900.

DTV/AMT 001815
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Application/Control Number: 08/630,590 Page 3
Art Unit: 2734
Any response to this final action should be mailed to:
Box AF
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks
. Washington, D.C. 20231
or faxed to:
(703) 305-9051, (for formal communications; please mark "EXPEDITED
PROCEDURE")
Or:
Ii _ (703) 308-5403 (for informal or draft communications, please label
I "PROPOSED” or "DRAFT")
i :
= Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 11, 2021 Crystal Drive,
i Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist}.
&
5 08/18/98 edmandasy /
!“:: -
o AMANDA LE
[ PATENT EXAMEIER
T
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- < " Application No. Appii&.{(is)
08/630,690 Paul Yurt st of
Office Action Summﬂf}’ Examiner Group Art Unit
Amanda T. Le 2734
Responsive 1o communication(s) filed 'on H1V58 .

(7] This action is FINAL.
{7 Since this application is in condition for sllowance except for forma! matiers, prosecution as to the merits is closed
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 o 11 453 0.G. 213, :

A shortened statutory period or response 10 this action is set to expire 3 monthis), or thirty days, whichever
is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Fallure to respond within the period for response will cause the
application to become abandoned. (35 U.5.C. § 133}, Extensions of time may be obtuined under the provisions of

37 CFR 1.136(a).

Disposition of Claims

&l Claimisl 3342 isfare pending in the application.
Of the above, claim{s) _ isfare withdrawn from consideratian,

{1 Claim{s] . . iafare allowed.

B4 Claimis) 33-42 . _ _isfare reiectéd.

| fejaim{s} : _ . isfare objected to.

D";;éaims are subject to restriction or election requirement,
Ap;)!‘mjé—}on Papers .

] gge the attached Notice of Drattsperson’s Patent Drawing Review, PTD-948.

[3he drawing(s) filed on isfare objected to by the Examiner.

il ?ﬁe proposed drawing correction, filed on is [bpproved [lisapproved.

£}
{] Fne specification is objected to by the Examiner.
[i ﬂie oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner.
priority=under 35 U.S.C. § 119
] .écknowiedgement is made of 2 claim for foreign priority under 35 .5.C. § 119{a)-d}.
1Al [JSeme* [INone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been

7] received.
[} received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) .

[ received in this nationat stage application trom the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2{a)).
=Certified coples not received: L i
[} Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11%e).

Attachment{s]
Notice of References Cited, PTO-892
[ iInformation Disclosure Statementls}, PT0-1449, Paper Nois.
[ interview Summary, PTO-413
£} Notice of Drattsperson’s Patent Drawing Review, FT0-948
1 Hotice of Informal Patent Application, FTO-152
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Application/Contro} Number: 08/630,5 90 Page 2

- Lo

Agt Unit: 2734
1. Claims 33-42 are pending in this application.
Continued Prosecution Application

2. The request filed on 09/10/98 for a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) under 37 CFR

1.53(d) based on parent Application No. 08/630,590 is acceptable and a CPA has been established.

An action on the CPA follows.

=

T

T Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102

e 3 The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the
ol
.= basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

-

‘;&: A person shall be entitled to a patent unless —

;"" (e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States
= before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or onan international application hy another who has fulfiiled
"3 the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c} of this tile before the invention thereof by the
e applicant for patent.

e

4 Claims 33 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(¢) as being anticipated by Ballantyne et
al (5,133,079).

Regarding claim 33, Ballantyne et al’s apparatus for distribution of movies teaches the
following claimed subject matters: “a plurality of libraries™ (Fig. 1b, element 32); “identification
encoding means” (Fig. 1b, elements 16), “conversion means” and “transmitter means” {fig. 1a, 20

through 24). With respect to the claimed Jimitation “the remote location selected by the user wherein
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L4

Art Unit: 2734

the remote location may be different form the accessing location”, Ballantyne et al inherently teaches
this claimed subject manersl(see col. 6, lines 35-38). Mainly, in the prior art system, the user can
make the request using t.ile phone system (“accessing location”). The prior art system does not
restrict the user to be present at the location, for example in the same room, of the television
(“remote location™). In other words, the phone system (*accessing location”) and the television
(“remote location™) do not have to be at the same location. Ballantyne et al, therefore, teaches all
the claimed limitations. |

Rega}ding claim 34, Ballantyne et al further teaches the claimed limitation of “the plurality

of libraries geographically separated” (col. 4, lines 50-56).

5. Claims 35-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e} as being anticipated by Hoarty et al
(5,093,718).

Regarding claims 35, 36, 39-41, Hoarty et al’s interactive home information system discloses
the following claimed subject matters: “Jocal reception system” (Fig. 1, NODE 12); “subscribers™
(Fig. 1, HIC 16); “means for receiving compressed, digitized data” (Fig. 6A, 64, 68, col. 12, Hines 13-
15); “means for storing” (Fig. 6A, 70); “means for transmitting” (Fig. 64, 102, col. 13, lines 28-38).

Regarding claims 37, 38 and 42, Hoarty et al further discloses the claimed “processing

station” (Fig. 1, REGIONAL PROCESSING CENTER 4, col. 6, line 29-col. 7, line 45).

DTV/AMT 001826



g R

-

T oy g B

i g 0 T

“«

‘ .
-
L

Application/Control Number: 08/630,590 Page 4

Art Unit: 2734

Conclusion
6. Any response to this action should be mailed to:

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks
Washington, D.C. 20231

or faxed to:

(703) 308-9051, (for formal communications intended for entry)

(703) 308-6743, (for informal or draft communications, please label
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT")

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park I, 21231 Crystal Drive,
Axlington. VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist).

Any inquiry concemning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner
should be directed to Amanda Le, whose telephone number is (703) 305-4769. The Examiner can
normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday from 8:00 AM. - 5:30 P.M.. The examiner can also be

reached on alternate Monday.

If attempts 1o reach the examiner by telephone are unsaccessful, the examiner’s supervisor,

Stephen Chin, can be reached on (703)305-4714.
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed
to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4900.

eAmandods

March 3, 1999 Awmanda 7. Le
Primary Patent Examiner
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE é . g‘; ? ?
In re application of: Received
Paul Yurt et al. JUNOT 1999 | AnUnic 2734

Appin. No.: 08/630,500  Group 2700 | pruniner  ALLe

Filed: April 10, 1996 Atty. Docket: 03047.0006.US03
For: Audio and Video Transmission
and Receiving System

Reply and Amendment Under 37 CF.R. § 1.111

Assistant Cornmissioner for Patents
Washington, D.C. 20231

LSin

In response to the Office Action dated March 10, 1999, (PTO Prosecution File Wrapper

i"ﬁ

:I

e

:}’aper No. 15), Applicants submit the following Amendment and Remarks.
£

1t is not believed that extensions of time or fees for net addition of claims are required

s,
bz
i

i2beyond those that may otherwise be provided for in documents accompanying this paper.
=

Lo e miler

i)
'ﬁlowever, if additional extensions of time are necessary to prevent abandonment of this

s )
3%1;};}]icati0ﬂ, then such extensions of time are hereby petitioned under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a), and

any fees required therefor (including fees for net addition of claims) arc hereby autherized to be

charged to our Deposit Account No. 08-3038.

Amendments
In the Claims: Y

Please cancel claims 3(4}6 add the following new claims 43-53.

D |

.f/"’w.r‘

-
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Appl. No.: 08/630,590

gl

}-—5?3/ A transmission Systemn responsive to input from a user positioned at an accessing
. Jocation for transmitting information to a premises selected by the user, the transmission system
comprising:
a plurality of libraries for storing items containing information;
identification encoding means for retrieving the information in the items from the
plurality of libraries and for assigning a unique identification code to the retrieved information;
conversion means, coupled to the identification encoding means, for placing the retrieved
information into a predetermined format as formatted data; and
(ransmitter means, coupled to the conversion means, for transmitting the formatted data to
F
;Ehe premises selected by the user, wherein the premises selected by the user is not limited to a

SHER

B 1

izt . »
;‘q:redetmncd user premises.

j gz‘( A«I/ A transmission system as recited in claim 437 wherein the plurality of libraries are

mgeographlcaiiy separated.
=t
o,
eE 7 A digital audio/video communication network comprising:
a reception system in data communication with a plurality of subscriber selectable

receiving stations, the reception system comprising,

means for receiving compressed, digitized data representing at least one item of
audio/video information at a non-real time rate,

means for storing a complete copy of the received compressed, digitized data, and

means, responsive to the stored compressed, digitized data, for transmitting a

representation of the at least one itern of andiofvideo information at a real-time rate o at least

\- - W e
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one of the plurality of subscriber selectable receiving stations, wherein said means for receiving,
said means for storing, and said means for transmtting are positioned at the same location, and
wherein the at least one of the plurality of subscriber selectable stations is located at a premises

geographically separated from the location of the reception system.

467 A digital audiofvideo communication network as recited in claim 4%’ wherein the
smeans for transmitting comprises a converter for decompressing the compressed digitized data

representing the at Jeast one item of audio/video information.

-
S

B 47, A digital audio/video communication network as recited in claim 4% further
Bt

0

%{i’bempﬁsing a processing station for formatting itemns of audiofvideo information as compressed,

P
J:"audiofvideo information at the non-real time rate to the means for receiving.

[

2

48 A digital andio/video communication network as recited in cla‘imﬁ»’i,/ wherein the

A E i ®

g

Fprocessing station comprises:

means for inputting items of audio/video information;

conversion means for placing each input item of audiofvideo information into a
predeiermined format as formatled data;

compression means for compressing the ormatted data; anﬁ

transmitter means for sending compressed formatied data for the at least one itemn of

audio/video information at the non-real time rate to the reception Systent

IS
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497 A method of distributing audio/video information-comprising:
transmitting compressed, digitized data representing a complete copy of at Jeast one item
of audio/video information at a non-real time rate from a central processing location fo a local
distribution system remote from the central processing location;
receiving, into a receiving means, the transmitted compressed, digitized data representing
a complete copy of the at least one item;
storing, in a storing means, the received compressed, digitized data representing the
complete copy of the at least one item at the local distribution system; and
in response to the stored compressed, digitized data, transmitting, using a transmitting
%neans, a representation of the at least one item at a reai-timne rate to at least one of a plurality of
-——\D\ ;:-‘%ubscriber selectable receiving stations coupled to the local distribution system, wherein the

;i'{ecei ving means, the storing means, and the transmitting means are positioned at the same
£

:ﬁmmion, and wherein the at least one of the plurality of subscriber selectable stations is located at

.Ea premises geographically separated from the local distribution system.

.5
=

g

56, A method as recited in claim 49/, further comprising the step of decompressing the

Wi

i}

compressed, digitized data representing the complete copy of the at least one item of audio/video

information before the transmitting step.

Lo
#1_ A method as recited in claim 56 wherein the decompressing step is performed in the

Jocal distribution system to produce the representation of the at least one item for transmission to

the at least one of the plurality of subscriber selectable receiving stations.

W
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-5

521.' A mecthod of distributing audio/video information comprising:

formatting items of audio/video information as compressed digitized data at a central
processing location;

transmitting compressed, digitized data representing a complete copy of at least one item
of audiofvideo information from the central processing Jocation;

receiving, into a receiving means, the transmitted compressed, digitized data representing
a complete copy of the at least one itern of audic/video information at 2 local distribution systern;

storing, in a storing means, the received compressed, digitized data urcpresenting the

complete copy of the at least one item at the local distribution system; and

i

using the stored compressed, digitized data to transmit using a transmitting means &

§

TE

.fitepmsentation of the at least one item to at least one of a plurality of subscriber selectable

=
“‘{}eceiving stations coupled to the local distribution system, wherein the receiving means, the
£

j?%toﬁng means, and the transmitting means are positioned at the same Jocation, and wherein the at
=t
Zieast one of the plurality of subscriber selectable stations is Jocated at a premises geographically
i, :
geparated from the location of the local distribution systet.
F 43
ip
{ ‘

&3. A transmission system as recited im claim 4%, wherein the premises selected by the

user is geographically separated from the accessing location.—
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Remarks

Applicants thank the Examiner for the courtecus and helpful interview conducted on May

26, 1999, Pursuant to that interview and this Amendment, reconsideration of this Application is

respectfully requested.

Upon entry.of the foregoing amendment, claims 43-53 are pending in the application,
with claims 43, 45, 49, and 52 being the independent claims. Applicants seek to cancel claims
3342 withont prejudice to or disclaimer of the subject matter therein. Applicants further seek to
add new claims 43-52, which correspond respectively to cancelled claims 33-42. Applicants

zhave also added new dependent claim 53. These changes are believed to introduce no new
i :

imatter, and their entry is respectfully requested.

i

*:5: Based on the above amendment and the following Remarks, Applicants respectfully

Py
a

Zi;reques_t that the examiner reconsider all outstanding rejections and they be withdrawn.

A

Thejections Under 35 US.C. § 102

_*g.g
o

£ The examiner rejected claims 33 and 34 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(¢) as being anticipated by

sk
!?'U.S. Patent No. 5,133,079 issued to Ballantyne et al. (“Ballantyne™). This rejection is traversed.

As indicated above, claims 43-44 correspond to cancelled claims 33-34.

The Ballantyne patent discloses a system having a central or regional distribution center
wherein a video may be stored and accessed by a unique identification code. When auser
requests a particular video, the system appends a customer identification number (UIN} to the
video. This UIN is also embedded in the customer video storage system (at the customer’s
location) ensuring a one-to-one match between the customer and the requested movie. See the
Ballantyne patent, col. 6, 1. 24-34. In other words, the system amomatically downloads the

requested video to the customer’s premises with a matching UIN. The customer cannot request
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that the video be sent to another premises. Rather, the video can only be sent to the pre-
determined user premises containing the customer video storage system with the matching UIN.
Conversely, the claimed invention includes 2 transmission system that transmits
information to any premises chosen by the user that hias 2 specified receiver. See Appl. No.
08/630,590, page 4, 1. 4-5. In order to place an order, the user enters 2 customer D code and
makes a selection by entering a corresponding identification code for the desired item. Upon
receiving confirmation, the user selects the desired delivery time and destination. Id. at page 30,
line 15 - page 31, line 10 (See also page 31, ine 14; page 32, line 26, page 33, line 6). That
destination is not limited to a pre-determined user premises. Thus, the Ballantyne patent fails to
teach a transmission system as claimed in independent claim 43, which transmits information to
5; 3 premises seleczea‘ by the user with that premises not being limited to a pre-determined user
!;ig)rermses. Independent claim 43 and claim 44 depending therefrom should therefore be allowed.
::f Notably, Applicants have nsed the term “location” to refer to a premises, rather than

hmereiy space in a particular structure. For example, Applicants distinguished U.S. Patent No.

0 4 506,387, issued 10 Waller (“the Walter patent”) based upon the fact that the system disclosed in

hrihe Walter patent requires a dedicated cable wired to the viewer’s premises and that the viewer
.é

l""‘*bc at that location for both ordering and viewing the audiofvideo material. Id. at page 2,11. 14-
2.

The Examiner also rejected claims 35-42 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(¢) as being anticipated
by U.S. Patent No. 5,093,718 issued to Hoarty et al. (“Hoarty™). This rejection is stmilarly
traversed. As noted above, claims 45-52 correspond 1o cancelled claims 35-42.

The Hoarty patent discloses an interactive home information syszein for supplying digital
audiovisual information to users in their homes. The system includes a regional processing
center, which is connected to information providers and a plurality of headend computers. Each

headend computer is connected 1o a separate cable TV network, which includes a plarality of

nodes. Fach node, in torn, is connected to about 60 homes. In each home, 2 Home Interface
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Contro! (HIC) connects to a subscriber’s TV set. Each node is capable of independently and
simultaneously serving up to 31 of these HICs.

Information providers download the original data in digitized video and audio formats {0
the regional processing center. The regional processing Center processes, assembles, and
distributes complete system-standardized sets of information to each of the headend computers.
Each headend computer acts as a store and forward device to receive this data and rebroadcast it
1o a1l of the nodes in its respective cable system. ‘The nodes receive and store all of the data
broadcast by the headend computer. The entire database is therefore locally accessible by the
user.

In operation, the subscriber tunes a television to a non-interactive system channel, which
%isplays the la;est television listings. If the subscriber desires to interactively use the system, he
jfpr she must request an interactive ch annel by pressing a key on a remote control. When the user
i%)resses the key on the remote control, the system automaticatly selects an available channel, if
;Ea:}ny, and teserves the channel for the requesting HIC. All channels are scrambled and can only be

:dcscramhlcd by the HIC to which it was allocated. In other words, the system automatically

e

:,»;ailucates this channel for exclusive use by the requesting subscriber. The system antomatically
Eﬁsponds to the subscriber’s request by downloading the requested information to the reguesting
1;:;:}11{3 Other subscribers within the network cannot access this particular channel, and the
subscriber cax;not alter the destination of the requested information.
Similar to the Ballantyne patent, the Hoarty system does not allow the user to select
another premises or a subscriber selectable receiving station 1o which information is transmitted

as claimed in independent claims 45, 49, and 52. Independent claims 45, 49, and 52 and the

claims depending therefrom should therefore be allowed.
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Conclusion

All of the stated grounds of rejection have been properly traversed, accommaodated, or
rendered moot. Applicants therefore respectfully request that the Examiner reconsider all
presently outstanding rejections and that they be withdrawn. Applicants believe that a full and
complete response has been made to the outstanding Office Action and, as such, the present
application is in condition for allowance. If the Examiner believes, for any reason, that personal
communication will expedite prosecution of this application, the Examiner is invited to

telephone the undersigned at the number provided.

= Prompt and favorable consideration of this Amendment is respectfully requested.

i
:

s

s Respectfully submitted, x

= - Andrea G. Reister
Z ' Reg. No. 36,253

gZ ate: Tune 7, 1999

“HOWREY & SIMON
Box No. 34
1299 Pennsylvania Avenue, NNW.
Washington, D.C. 20004-2402
(202) 783-0800
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