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Important Information about Google Buzz Class Action
Settlement

1 message

Google Buzz <noreply-buzz-classaction@google.com> Tue, Nov 2, 2010 at 3:30 PM
To: davisdianna7@gmail.com

Google rarely contacts Gmail users via email, but we are making an exception to let you know that we've
reached a setlement in a lawsuit regarding Google Buzz (hitp://buzz google.com), a service we launched
within Gmail in February of this year.

Shortly after its launch, we heard from a number of people who were concerned about privacy. In addition, we
were sued by a group of Buzz users and recently reached a setlement in this case.

The settlement acknowledges that we quickly changed the service to address users' concerns. In addition,
Google has committed $8.5 million to an independent fund, most of which will support organizations
promoting privacy education and policy on the web. We will also do more to educate people about privacy
controls specific to Buzz. The more people know about privacy online, the better their online experience will
be.

Just to be clear, this is not a settlement in which people who use Gmail can file to receive compensation.

- Everyone in the U.S. who uses Gmail is included in the settlement, unless you personally decide to opt out
before December 6, 2010. The Court will consider final approval of the agreement on January 31, 2011. This
email is a summary of the settlement, and more detailed information and instructions approved by the court,
including instructions about how to opt out, object, or comment, are available at

http.//www.BuzzClassAction.com.

This mandatory announcement was sent to all Gmail users in the United States as part of a legal settlement
and was authorized by the United States District Court for the Northern District of California.

Google Inc. | 1600 Amphitheatre Parkway | Mountain View, CA 94043

https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=fc7b25f82c&view=pt&search=inbox&th=12¢0f0... 11/15/2010
'—’\
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Google Buzz User Privacy Litigation
www.BuzzClassA ction.com

Overview Of The Proposed Settlement

In re Google Buzz User Privacy Litigation, Case No. 5:10-cv-00672-JW

A class action Settlement has been reached with Google Inc. ("Google") that resolves litigation about
privacy concemns arising out of Google’s social networking program, Google Buzz. The Plaintiffs
allege that Google automatically enrolled Gmail users in Buzz, and that Buzz publicly exposed data,
including users’ most frequent Gmail contacts, without enough user consent. Google denies the
accuracy of Plaintiffs’ allegations and denies that it violated any law or caused any harm by the
launch of Google Buzz.

Under the Settlement, Google will establish an $8.5 million Common Fund to fund organizations
focused on Internet privacy policy or privacy education, as well as to cover lawyers’ fees and costs
and other expenses. Google will also do more to educate users about the privacy aspects of Google

- Buzz. Since the inccption of this litigation, Google has also made changes to Google Buzz that clarify
its operation and users' options, including, in particular, changes regarding user information and
control over Buzz's privacy settings.

The Class includes all Gmail users in the United States who were presented with the opportunity to
use Google Buzz before November 2, 2010. Your le: __gal rights are affected whether you act, or do not_
act '

Buzz Press Release

Google Buzz Settlement

Mountain View, Calif. -- On October 7, 2010, federal district court Judge James Ware preliminarily
approved a class action settlement related to the launch of Google Buzz last February. The Settlement
resolves a lawsuit filed by Gmail users who alleged that Buzz's launch violated their privacy.

“We are satisfied with the agreement and are glad to move forward,” said a Google spokesperson.
“We have always been committed to offering users transparency and choice in Buzz and all our
products, and will continue to work together with users to provide the best experience possible.”

Immediately following the Buzz launch in February of this year, Google moved quickly to make
significant product imprcvements including increased visibility, an updated start up process featuring
auto-suggestions, and adding Buzz to the Google Dashboard. In April, Google rolled out a "second
chance" encouraging Buzz users to check and verify their privacy settings.

The Settlement Agreement acknowledges the important changes Google has made to Buzz. As part of
the Settlement Agreement, Google will create an $8.5 million fund, the majority of which will go to

http://www . buzzclassaction.com/ « 12/6/2010
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organizations focused on Internet privacy education and policy, and will make additional efforts to
educate users about the privacy aspects of Buzz.

Gary E. Mason, counsel for the Plaintiffs in the litigation, said, “We feel this Settlement provides
many benefits to Class Members, including providing a significant amount of money to non-profit
groups committed to educating users about Intemet privacy and ensuring that Buzz users can join this
on-line community without compromising their privacy.”

The Court will consider final approval of the proposed Settlement on January 31, 2011, Full details on .
the Settlement are available in the Notice.

What Are My Options?

* EXCLUDE YOURSELF - This is the only option that allows you to bring your own lawsuit,
or be part of any other lawsuit against Google about the legal claims resolved in this Settlement.
You must mail your request for exclusion so that it is received no later than December 6, 2010.

* OBJECT - Write to the Court about why you do not like the Settlement. Your objection must
be received by January 10, 2011.

* GO TO A HEARING - Ask to speak in Court about the faimess of the Settlement. Send your
Notice of Intent to Appear so that it is received no later than January 10, 2011.

* DO NOTHING - Give up your rights to sue Google about the legal claims in this case and
thereby accept the terms of this Settlement. '

Please consult the Notice for more details on your options.

Fairness Hearing

The Court will hold a Faimess Hearing at 9:00 a.m. on January 31, 2011, at the United States
District Court for the Northern District of California, San Jose Division, 280 South 1st Street,
Courtroom 8, 4th Floor, San Jose, CA 95113. At the Fairness Hearing, the Court will consider
whether the proposed Settlement is fair, reasonable, and adequate. The Court will also consider Class
Counsel’s request for attorneys’ fees, costs and expenses, and the incentive awards. If there are
objections, the Court will consider them.

The Faimess Hearing may be moved to a different date without additional notice and no further notice
will be provided to you that the Settlement has been approved. It is recommended that you monitor
this website for updated information and developments.

http://www buzzclassaction.com/ 12/6/2010




UoOgIe BUZZ User i’nvacy Litigation Class Action Settlement Website

Viewing PDF documents on this website

You will need Adobe Reader to view the PDF documents.
If you do not have Adobe Reader, you may download it
by clicking below:

A

foniiemy
'
o

Get Acrobat Reader

For more details on the Settlement and your options, please see the Notice.

* Privacy Policy |
» © 2010 GCG, Inc. |
* All Rights Reserved

Important Dates

Date - Deadline
December 6, 2010 Exclusion Deadline
{received)
Objection Deadline

January 10, 2011 (received)

January 31, 2011

at 9:00 a.m. Fairness Hearing

Other Questions, Concerns?

Call Toll-Free:
1 (800) 262-0454

* Home

* Notice

* FAQs

» Court Documents

» Additional Information

http://www.buzzclassaction,com/
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