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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS,
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). [n no event, however, may a reply be timely filed

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date 01 this communication.
- 1 NO period for reply is specilied above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statule, cause the application 1o become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three manths after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any

earned patent lerm adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1)X" Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 January 2008.
2a)X] This action is FINAL. 2b)(] This action is non-final,
3] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as ta the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 463 0.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims

4 Claim(s) 1-20 20 isfare pending in the application.
4a) Of the above claim(s) isfare withdrawn from consnderahon
5[] Claim(s) is/are aliowed.
6)IX Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected.
7)O Claim(s) is/are objected to. _
8)[] Claim(s)_____are subject to restriction and/or electr‘bn requirement.

Application Papers

9)J The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
10)1] The drawing(s) filed on isfare: a)[] accepted or b)[] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may nol request that any objection lo the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1,85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s}) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).
1) The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

" 12)[0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
a)JAIl b)(] Some * ¢)[] None of:
1.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.0 cCertified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. ___
3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). ‘
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)
1) . Notice of References Cited (PTQ-892) 4) - interview Summary (PTO-413)
2) ] Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) - __ Paper No(s)Mail Date.
3y [ Information Disclosurs Statement(s) (PTO/SBIOB) . * 5) [ Natice of informal Patent Application
Paper No(sV/Mail Date _____, : 6) ] Other:
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office )
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20080221
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DETAILED ACTION

1. Claims 1-20 are pending for examination.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
2. fThe following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for

all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the
invention was made. ’

3. ° Claims 1-2, 8-10, 14-18, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as
. being unpatentable over KOKUBO (U.S. Patent 7,123,945) in view of SENPUKU

(U.S. Pafent Publication 2005/0083642).
4. KOKUBO and SENPUKU were cited in the previous office action.

As to claim 1, KOKUBO teaches a multi-tasking method in a pocket-sized
" mobile communication device including a MP3 playing capability, the multi-
tasking method cémprising: selecting an MP3 mode in the pock.et-sized mobile
communication device (an audio screen is displayed on the main display unit,
reproduction processing of audio data is car_rieq out/ the audio player software is
active) (col. 12, lines 44-47; col. 13, lines 4-10);’selecting and playing a mdsic file
in the pocket-sized mobile communication device in MPBV mode (via the audio .

screen to the audio player allowing the user to listening to music) (col. 12, lines
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44-47; col. 13, lines 4-10); and switching the pocket-sized mobile communication
devicé from the MP3 mode (audio player mode) to another app'lication {switch to
telephane call software / other application software via the input / call keys) (col.
13, lines .1 0-22; col. 13, lines 23-41); displaying an indication that the music file is
being played (yié displaying the music icon on the sub-display and moving the
display of the music ap'p!ication / mgsic_playef / task such that the main display /
other applicatioﬁ / other task is executed on thé main display) (col. 13, lines 4722;
coi. 9, line 57 — col. 1'0, line 19; col. 10, lines 54-62); selecting and pen‘ormin.g at
least one function of the communication device while the playing of the music file
continues (via continuing to-play thé music file in the sub-display while the new
task / application executes in the main displéy) (col. 13, lines 4-22; col. 9, line 57
—col. 10, line 19; col. 10, Iinés 54-62); and continuing to display'the indication
that the music file is Eeing played while_peﬁorhing the selected function (via the
display of the icon of the music file) (col. 14, lines 16-30). Although KOKUBO
teaches that applications are parallel executed and switched from the-main
display to the sub-display, KOKUBO does not expliciély detail that the switching
to the sub-display, displays the standby state / mode, e.g. the standby screen.
SENPUKU teaches ‘a mobile cohmunication device that executes a
plurality of applications and allows for a) parallel execution of a plurality of
appli.cations {pg. 6, paragraph 0105) and b) switching between applications
wherein when the sub-display is open the application ;:urrently executing on the
main display is displayed in sub-display (pg. 6, paragraph 0090). SENPUKU

further details that when the sub-display is closed, the active screen on the
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display is continued execution while the other executing applications are
continued in the background (pg. 6, paragraph 0105). SENPUKU outlines that
parallel execution of applications allow for the content displayed on the main
display tq not have a relatioﬁ to the contents of the sub display, thereby being
independent application execution (pg. 6, paragrapﬁ 0106), and details wherein
when the sub-display is shown, the applications‘ oﬁ tHe main display are
displayed on the spb-display and a stand_by screen is shown on the main display
(pg. 7, paragraph 0110; fig. 18). Official Notice is taken in that it is well known in
the art that applications are invoked for execution frbm the desktop / menu of the
standby screer; ahd since the two'displ‘ayed contents do not heed to have any
relation, e.g. independent application execution, the application executing / '
moved on / to the sub-display does not have any relation to the application that is
potentially invoked in the main display. It would be obvious to one of ordinary
skill in the art thaf the combination of refererjces allow for the switching from the
MP3 mode to a standby mﬁde wﬁile the playing of the music file continues since
playing music ﬁlesi is a mobile cdmmunication device application function (see
KOKUBO reference) and the opening of the sqb-display (another function / key
or input combination) moves the application executing on the main display to the
sub-display (basec! on the KOKUBO reference teaching the main display initially
displaying a music>playing application and mbving it to a secondary ‘display) such
that thé main screen is now operating in standby mode (displaying a standby
screen) (see SENPUKU). The combination of references also obviously teaches

displaying an indication that the music file is being played in the standby mode
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(via the sub-display); the selecting and performing at least one function of the
mobile communication device ffom the standby mode (standby screen) while
playing the music file; and continuing to display vthe indication that the music file
is being played while performing the selected function, since the continuing
playing of the music file is shown in the sub-display and the main display allows
users to select other functibns/applications to execute in the main display which
neither parallel execﬁting applications have any relationship to one another.
Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to cornbine the
teachings of KOKUBO with the teachings of SENPUKU in order to facilitate the
improve user interfaces to héndlc_e the execution of a plurality of application

programs {pg. 1, paragraph 0004, 0006).

As to claim 2, KOKUBO teaches dispiaying of the indication comprises

displaying-an icon (coI: 13, lines 4-10; col. 14, lines 17-31).

As to claim 6, KOKUBO teaches selecting to continue the playing of the
music file (via once task B is finished execution, continuing the execution of task
. A, the playing of music, back oﬁto the main display) (col. 14, lines 17-30; see col.
7, line 65 - col. 8, line 36 for how this is performed via the poihter—type icon -

without stopping the execution of the music player).

As to claims 7 and 8, KOKUBOQ teaches the switching execution between

selected functions wherein the functions are a telephone function or a message
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function (via the portable telephone is equipped. with multiple functions i‘ncluding
teléphone calling functions and creation, transmission, and reception of e-mail

' functions) (col. 10, lines 54-62) and switches between thé software performing
these different tasks (col. 9, line 56—col. 10, line 21; col. 10, lines 59-62). Itis
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that a telephone calling function invokeé
the phone book of the teléphohe to call a registered mjmber. SENPUKU teaches
* that the switchihg of tasks on a mobile 'telephone involves moving the current
function to the su'b-display‘and displayéng the standby screen. It is well known in
the arf that the stand-by screen allows for users to invoke functions for executioh.
Therefore, the combination wi_th the support of the well known teachings
discloses the limitations as detailed, e.g. invoking phonebook / messaging

functions via a standby screen.

As to claims 9, 10 and 14-16, reference is made to an apparatus that
corresponds to the method of claims 1, 2 and 6-8 and is therefore met by the

rejection of claims 1, 2 and 8-8 above.

As to claims 17, 18 and 20, reference is made to an apparatus that
corresponds to the method of claims 1, 2, and 6 and is therefore met by the
rejecticn of claims 1, 2 and 6 above. In addition, KOKUBO teaches a pocket

communication device consisting of a single display unit (col. 14, lines 52-54).
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5. Claims 3-5, 11-13 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being
unpatentable over KOKUBO in view of SENPUKU as applied to claim 1 above,

and further .in view of NIRHAMO (U.S. Patent Publication 2006/0246955).

6. KOKUBO, SENPUKU, énd NIRHAMO were cited in the previous'ofﬁce

action.

As to claims 3-5, the combination of KOKUBO and SEN‘PUKU
substahtially discloses the switching of playing MP3 music, e.g. MP3 mode, to
standby mode by switching the MP3 music playing to a sub-display wherein an
icon is displayed in the sub-display (col. 13, lines 4-10; col. 14, lines 17-31).

'KOKUBO also details that sub-display displays the icons, data and the like,
including apparatus statuses, such as signal field strength, remaining batter
capacity, the time, information on apparatus settings, presence of stored data
and the like, through the icons énd the like (col. 7, lines 3-17). However, the
cited combination does not teach that the data indicates the information about
the music file, i.e. at least one of a music title, a musician, and an album titie.‘ '

NIRHAMO teaches the display of héader or other indicia notifying what
current software application is currently being run and a list of selections or
selectable items played with/ on/by the software application, including the song
title and artist (see pg. 3, paragraph 0035). It is. obvious based on the
combination that since the icon is an indication that the application is currently

execution (KOKUBO) that the other data is stored / displayed with the icon such

APLNDC-WH-A 0000016935
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‘that it indicates in'formalion associated with a mu;ic file, e.g. the title or musician.
Therefore, it would be pbvious to combine the teachings of KOKUBO with the
teachings of SENPUKU and NIRHAMO in order to enhance the presentation,
navigation, selection and/or operation options for mobile devices (pg. 1

paragraph 0003-0004).

As to claims 11-13, reference is made to an apparatus that corresponds to
the method of claims 3-5 and is therefore met by the rejéction of claims 3-5

above.

As to claim 19, reference is made to an apparatus that corresponds to the

method of claim 3 and is therefore met by the rejection of claim 3 above.

Response to Arguments
7. Applicant's arguménts filed 01/08/2008 have been fully considered but

they are not persuasive.

8. In the remark, applicant argued that KOKUBO and SENPUKU fait to teach
or suggest (1) switching the pocket-sized mobile communication device from the
MP3 mode to a standby mode while the playing of the music file continues; (2)

single display unit.

9. Examiner respectful disagreed with applicant.

APLNDC-WH-A 0000016936
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As to point (1), applicant is reminded that examiner rejected claims 1, 9
based on the teaching of KOKUBO, and in viéw of SENPUKU, Thug, applicant
couldn’t attack the reférence individuélly. KOKUBO teaches a system that
switching the‘.exécution of task A andits as,sociated display (the execution of task
A is an MP3 mode) while the execution of task A is continued (while the playing- .
of the music continues) to execution of task B (figs. 4A-4B; col. 9, lines 56-67).
Thus the execution mode of task A is switching to “aﬁother mode”. While
KOKUBO did not spécifically d_isclosed what is the rﬁode that the execution of
task A is in. However, SENPUKU teaches when the execution of task A is switch
to the execution of task B, the display assoc.iatiqn with tr;e execution of task A
being executed in the main display is now displayed in a sub-display {paragraphs
[0100]. [0090]). Thus SENPUKU teaches the execution mode of task A is switch
toa stanﬁby mode. Thus, the combination of KOKUBO and SENPUKU teach
switching the pbcket-sized mobile communication device from the MP3 mode to
a standby rhbde while the playing of the music file continues. In addition,
applicant seem to give a weight to the term "standby mode", however, the
specification is not defined what is applicant consider as "standby mode” that is
consider as different from the references. .

As to point (2), KOKUBO teaches a pocket communication device

" consisting of a single display unit (col. 14, lines 52-54). .

APLNDC-WH-A 0000016937
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Conclusion

10.  The prior art made of record and not relied Lipon is conside}ed pertinent to
“applicant's disclosure.

CAO et al. teaches a multitasking comml;lnication device that capable of
switching from one task to another. V

SONY.ERICSSON teaches a multitasking comrﬁunication device (cell
phone that allowing a user to perform multiple functions). Specifically, SONY
tea‘ches switching the device from the MPS mode to a standby moae while the

playing music continues (pages 9-10, 49-50).

11.  THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of
 time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). '

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is -
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory '
action is.not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be
calculated from the mailing date of thé advisory action. In no event, however, will
‘the statutory périod for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing |

date of this final action.
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12.  Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from
the examiner should be dirécted to JENNIFER N. TO whose telephone number is
(571)272-7212. The examiner can normally be reached on M-T 6AM- 3:30 PM,

F 6AM- 2:30 PM.

13.  If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the
examiner’s supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. The fax
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is

- assigned is 571-273-8300.

14.  Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information
for published applications may be obtained froﬁ either Private PAIR or Public
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see hitp://pair-
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on.access to the Private PAIR
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-

- free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-

9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. -

SUPERTonmy PATENT EXAMINER
"LUrirecDGY CENTER 2100
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