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The new screen, with greater contrast, is excellent. It packsin four times as many pixels as
before; at 326 dots an inch, it's now the sharpest phone screen on the market. Now, “the
screen isn't sharp enough” wasn't exactly a common iPhone complaint before. But it's easy
to see, and appreciate, the improvement in clarity of text, pictures and videos.

There'sanew 5-megapixel camera, too — better, though it's still no rival to areal camera.
The actual moment of photo-snapping is an instantaneous affair now, freed of the take-
your-time sluggishness of last year's model. Apple hasfinally deigned to give us asmall, B roadway Bares 201
bright LED flash, too. Y ou can make it stay on when you're filming —a convenient video ALSO IN THEATER »

light for very close-range subjects. Gay men discuss "A Normal Heart"
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Speaking of video: the new iPhone takes great-looking 720p high-definition video; now
there's the equivalent of a Flip camcorder in your phone. nytimes.com
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Frankly, the whole concept sounds alittle ridicul ous; video editing on a phone? Y ou might
as well introduce Microsoft Excel for Hearing Aids.

But you watch. The way life goes, some iPhone production will win at Cannes next year.

Now, peculiar asit may sound, phone calls have always been the iPhone's weak spot. It
took too many stepsto dial. Audio quality wasn't state-of-the-art. And from Day 1, dropped
callsin several big cities have driven people there wiggy.

With the iPhone 4, Apple tried to relieve the wigginess. Sound is much better on both ends
of thecall, thanks in part to a noise-canceling microphone and an improved audio chamber
(which also helps speakerphone and music sound). The stainless-steel edge band is now
part of the antenna. The new phone is also better at choosing the best channel for
connecting with the cell tower, even if's not technically the strongest one. (Ever had four
bars, but a miserable connection? Then you get it.)
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Does any of this mean no more dropped callsin New Y ork and San Francisco? No. But INSIDE NYTIMES.COM II\
there do seem to be fewer of them.
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