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57 ABSTRACT

A computer method and system for providing a user with
efficient selection of a television program to view or record.
The method provides concurrent display of a television
schedule with a graphic description and a textual description
of the television program currently selected by the user from
the displayed television schedule. The displayed television
schedule comprises a schedule layout displayed to the user
on a screen display. The schedule layout includes a number
of program names arranged in an adaptively learned order
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8::;;% Z:g’; g schedule layout. Thus. the user can select a television
61.040574  3/1986 program perceptively and without delay.
2208 142 3/1989
WO 91/05436  4/1991 34 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
- il o
”7\ 20
4
217 f’ 215 H “}
CRUNEL | NO.| 640 PM | 630 PW | 7:00 PM | 7:30 PN
2 a
215 A pae
4
5 W‘g\ﬁa -
1] 2’
‘ ’ [ 210 Iil
Ed ”)4 240
20 { GRAGBRZA wores , [ wcoes, [ mrvon
?ﬂj 4 26 258

Copy provided by USPTO irom the PIRS Image Database on 02/11/2010



5,731,844
Page 2

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

“CES: Frox Interactive Home Theatre Rivals HDTV™,
Newsbytes News Network (NBNN), Las Vegas, Jan. 1992,

“Frox Inc. and Lucasfilm’s THX Audio Division Announce
Home License Agreement”, PR Newswire (PRN), Las
Vegas, Jan. 1992.

Rosenthal, Steve, “Smoothing the Way for Video Images”.
MacWEEK (MACW), Costal Associates Publishing L.P.,
Jul, 1991, p. 36.

Langburg, Mike, *Making Life Basier: On-Screen TV List-
ings”, San Jose Mercury News (2):1D, May 4, 1992,
Langburg, Mike, “The Big Picture: Linking TV, Computer
Creates Home Theater”. San Jose Mercury News (2):1F.
Dec. 1, 1991,

Copy provided by USPTO from the PIRS Image Database on 02/11/2010




5,731,844

Sheet 1 of 8

Mar. 24, 1998

U.S. Patent

)21

0t1

I3pI099Y
03pPIA

UOISIAR]S L

I QNHN 291A3(7 Jnduy
0Tl
P I
st JqeL
1My urergold
308530014 [enua) 951 00t =
-
A aﬁwmoo wrero1g
. 01g
IojeIausn P
Kevpdsi(q somyd
Bldsi(] soMdeId €51 5 $S1 S5
51~
Iauno 13
108539014 _uqs:w °d
somdasy 20183 pawalag
.Ehohnuam 5&50\5@5
. 513 =
s 09t : “ goma
ST =
Jondwo) -/
ny
001 —1
ung 33Imog 2Yqe))
it S 011 =

Copy provided by USPTO from the PIRS Image Database on 02/11/2010




U.S. Patent Mar. 24, 1998 Sheet 2 of 8 5,731,844

214
= - =
220
222\‘ —
217 218 215 4
e |
CHANNEL | NO.| 6:00 PM | 6:30 PM | 7:00 PM | 7:30 PM
2 V' N
218 ) 200
4
PROGRAN
> NAME 7] 260 »
7 ZIZUM ZZGJ - J
% N : y
4 p
A
230 ) ~T240

\ 224

250 { 56088007]]  Torcs | || RECORD, || _ TELEVISION
zssj Usss

252 254

FiG. 2

Copy provided by USPTO from the PIRS Image Database on 02/11/2010




5,731,844

Sheet 3 of 8

Mar. 24, 1998

U.S. Patent

09¢ 133

&£ DI

1133 8C¢ 97¢  vit

443 0zt

e s s S

T 1183

J

piossy deunmig

I0JEdIpU] J0USP] UORAIoSS( IX3L JoquinN SWEN yBus] WL Leq  OWEN
[ouuey) [oUTEY) ity urerdoiq v(/
- } N ) 00¢

Y .

1sBOpROIg

uonduoss(q \ ) 30 sy
lojedlpug
[euuByD

Copy provided by USPTO from the PIRS Image Database on 02/11/2010




U.S. Patent Mar. 24, 1998 Sheet 4 of 8 5,731,844

al

¥
Obtain Program
Information FI\ 400
v
Store Program
Information T 402
Display Menu 403
5 406
Schedule
Routine
410
Topics
Routine
5 414
Display
Icon
J 5 416
Set Record
Indicator
; 421

422

Display Bitmap or 424
Blank Window ~

423

s

Display Menu

FIG. 4

Copy provided by USPTO from the PIRS Image Database on 02/11/2010




U.S. Patent Mar. 24, 1998

G:hedu]e Routine ’

Display Schedule s~ 500
Layout with Menu

Sheet 5 of 8

5,731,844

TV,
Topics or
Record
Button

FIG. 5

5

504

Change
Selection

Copy provided by USPTO trom the PIRS Image Database on 02/11/2010




U.S. Patent Mar. 24, 1998 Sheet 6 of 8 5,731,844

‘ Change Selection )

Change Highlight |~ 600

Display Test String ~~ 602

612
5
Selected Display Program in
Pro(%;am Picture in Graphics
Window

Display Bitmap or ™ 614
Blank Window

)

FIG. 6

Copy provided by USPTO irom the PIRS Image Database on 02/11/2010



U.S. Patent Mar. 24, 1998 Sheet 7 of 8 5,731,844
( Topics Routine }

Display Topics List L/\ 700

with Menu
Increment Topic ~ 704
Coumt
. 7
Reorder Topics 706
List
TV,
Schedule or
Record
Button
L~ 708
Display Program
List

; 712

Change Selection >

Return

Copy provided by USPTO from the PIRS Image Database on 02/11/2010




U.S. Patent

Mar. 24, 1998

Program

Sheet 8 of 8

5,731,844

Begin Recording

Set Recording
Flag = True

.

Display Text
Description

806
sy

_*

Set VCR Per
Channel Indicator

808
|

810

Stop Recording

v

Reset Recording
Flag = False

.

Reset Record
Indicator = False

| 816

:

FIG. 8

Copy provided by USPTO from the PIRS Image Database on 02/11/2010



5,731,844

1

TELEVISION SCHEDULING SYSTEM FOR
DISPLAYING A GRID REPRESENTING
SCHEDULED LAYOUT AND SELECTING A
PROGRAMMING PARAMETER FOR
DISPLAY OR RECORDING

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATHED
APPLICATION

This application is a file wrapper continuation of U.S. Pat.
No. 08/241.743. filed May 12, 1994. now abandoned.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to the field of computer
systems and, more particularly. to television program selec-
tion using a computer system.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A television viewer often considers a number of different
television programs before deciding on a program to view of
record. Before making such a decision. the viewer typically
engages in a cumbersome and time-consuming process in
considering the different television programs with reference
to a printed television schedule. The viewer fitst considers a
program by referring to the printed schedule to obtain a time
and channel over which the program will be broadcast. The
program may be included anywhere within the schedule. and
thus some effort may be required of the vser and some time
may be wasted in locating the program. Where provided. the
viewer also reads a text description of the program in the
printed schedule or in another publication. The text descrip-
tion may also require timne and effort to locate. The viewer
then considers the program based on the text description. If
the program is cumrently being broadcast. the viewer may
further consider the program by selecting the channel indi-
cated by the printed schedule to momentarily view the
program.

When the viewer wishes to consider a number of
programs, the above decision process becomes particularly
cumbersome and time-consuming. The viewer considers a
first program as described above, detenmining the Jocation of
the first program in the printed television schedule, deter-
mining the location of and reading the text description of the
first program and, if cumrently being broadcast, perhaps
momentarily viewing the first program. The viewer then
considers a second program by determining the location of
the second program in the printed schedule, determining the
focation of and reading the text description of the second
program and perhaps momentarily viewing the second pro-
gram. This process is continued for each teievision program
the viewer considers.

One prior art atterapt at improving the selection process
described above involves a method which actually displays
the television schedule on the teievision screen. By localiz-
ing the television schedule and text description to the
television, this method renders the user’s selection process
less awkward than the method described above.
Unfortupately, however, this method is still quite cumber-
some and time-consuming. When deciding on a program to
view or record, the viewer considers a first program by
determining the location of a first program name in the
displayed television schedule and then designating the pro-
gram name via a remote control pointing device. A text
description is then displayed to the viewer in a display
window superimposed upon the displayed television sched-
ule.
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After the viewer has read the text description. the viewer
must remove the display window using the pointing device.
The user then selects the first program for viewing if
momentary viewing of the first program is desired. After
momentary viewing. the user designates the schedule to be
displayed again with the device. To continue, the user must
then determine the location of a second program name in the
television schedule, designate the second program name,
read a second text description of the second program in a
display window superimposed on the television schedule,
remove the display window, select the second program for
viewing. designate the schedule to be again displayed. and
so on. This entire process must be sepeated for each program
that the user considers. Thus, a more efficient means of
television program selection is desired.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is a computer method and system
for providing a user with efficient selection of a television
program to view or record. The method provides a television
schedule which is consistently displayed concurrently with
a description of the program currently sclected by the user
from the displayed television schedule. The description of
the program includes both a textual description and a
graphic description. The graphic description including a
bitmap or a video presentation of the selected program. The
displayed television schedule comprises a schedule layout
displayed to the user on a screen display. The schedule
layout includes a nuraber of program names amanged in an
adaptively leamed order based on the frequency of the user’s
previous selections. Bach time a program name is selected
by the user, the graphic description and the textnal descrip-
tion of the television program represented by the selected
program name are displayed concurrently with the schedule
layout in a separate location on the screen display. As aresult
of the concumrent display of program names. the user can
select a television program perceptively by viewing the
adaptively ordered schedule layout at the same time as both
the textual and graphic description. Also. as a result of the
concurent display, the user’s selection is unencumbered by
any delay when the description of each selected program is
displayed. Because the television schedule is arranged in an
adaptively learned order, the user’s selection is likely to be
even more efficient. Thus. the user can rapidly select and
view the descriptions of a number of television programs
when making a decision.

In a preferred embodiment of the invention. a computer
obtains the program name and the description of each of a
number of television programs from a cable source which
broadcasts the television program over cable. The computer
also obtains from the cable source a time of broadcast of
each television program and a channe} indicator indicating
the channel over which each television program is to be
broadcast. The computer stores the program name, a channel
indicator, including a channel name and a channe] number.
a time of broadcast, including a day, start time, and end ime
of the broadeast, and a description of each television
program, in an entry in a program table provided for that
television program. Upon arequest by the user, the computer
displays the program name, channel indicator and time of
broadcast in the schedule layout in a fashion which visually
associates the program name with the channcl indicator and
time of broadcast. Preferably, the schedule layout includes a
grid containing one of the program natues in each entry. The
grid has a channel axis for referencing the channe! indicators
and a time axis for referencing the corresponding times of
cach of the scheduled television programs. The order of
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entries along the channel axis is based on the frequency of
user selections of each of the channels.

The computer provides the description of each currently
selected program to the television for concurrent display
with the schedule layout. The description provided for each
television program includes a text string stored by the
computer which describes the television program. The com-
puter provides the text string describing a television program
to the television for display when the program name of the
television program is designated in the grid by the user via
an input device such as a remote control. The description
provided for each television program also includes a picture-
in-graphics display window. A pichire-in-graphics display
window is similar to a picture-in-picture display window
except that the reduced-size picture is displayed in a display
window superimposed on a computer graphics background.
If the program is currently being broadcast, the computer
provides to the television to display in the picture-in-
graphics display window the program currently being broad-
cast. Otherwise, the computer controls the television to
display a blank window. or, in an alternative embodiment, a
bitmap for the network or television program indicated by
the bitmap indicator. The bitmap is provided by the cable
source. When a program has been selected for viewing as
described above. the selected program is displayed in full
screen in place of the schedule layout. Thereafter, when the
user changes channels, the program name, channel indicator
and text string are displayed superimposed on the program
displayed in a corner of the screen.

The computer system of the preferred embodiment also
includes a video recorder. The computer controls the video
recorder to record a television program when it is broadcast
if the television program has been previously selected by the
user to be recorded. In the prefemred embodiment, the
computer can control the video recorder to record the
television program even when the television is not “ON”.
The user selects a program to be recorded by selecting the
program pame of the program from the schedule layout.
When the time of broadcast of the sclected television
program is reached, the computer briefly displays the text
string describing the selected program and then controls the
video recorder to record the selected program.

In the prefesred embodiment, the user can also select a
television program to view or record with reference to a
specific topic which defines the nature of the television
program. The computer provides to the television for display
a list of topics. Each topic comesponds to a set of the
scheduled television programs fitting the category described
by the topic. such as movies, sports, and so forth. The topic
list is displayed in an adaptively learned order based on the
number of television programs previously selected from
each topic. For example, if movies have been selected most
frequently, then a “movies” topic is displayed first in the
topic list.

The user then designates a topic from the topic list via the
input device. When the topic is designated, the computer
provides to the television for display a program list which
lists the program names of the television programs defined
by the selected topic. The user selects a television program
to view or record by designating a program name in the
displayed program list via the input device. The computer
updates and stores the number of television programs
selected for each topic. When the topic list is thereafter
displayed. the topics are displayed in an order based on the
updated number of television programs selected for each
topic.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of the computer system of the
preferred embodiment of the invention.
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FIG. 2 is an illustration of the screen display displayed in
accordance with the preferred embodiment.

FIG. 3 is an illustration of the program table which stores
program information in the preferred embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of the selection program per-
formed by the prefcrred embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram of the schedule routine per-
formed by the selection program of FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram of the change selection routine
performed by the schedule routine of FIG. 5 and the topics
routine of FIG. 7.

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram of the topics routine performed
by the selection program of FIG. 4.

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram of the record program of the
preferred embodiment.

DETANLED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The preferred embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides a computer method and system for providing a user
with efficient selection of television programs to view and
record. The system layout and component intesrelationship
of the preferred embodiment will be described first. fol-
lowed by a detailed description of the processes that are
perfoarmed on the system.

System Overview

A block diagram of the computer system of the preferred
embodiment is shown in FIG. 1. The computer system of
FIG. 1 includes a computer 100 which is connected to a
cable source 110, a tuner 115, an input device 120. a
television 130 and a video recorder 140. In a preferred
embodiment, the cable source 118 is a broad band coaxial
cable over which a television cable provider sends television
programs in a broadcast signal and television program
information in a digital data stream. In alternate
embodiments, the programs may be broadcast over other
media such as a standard television broadcast. direct broad-
cast via satellite, and so forth. As will be explained. the user
utilizes the computer 100 via the input device 120 to select
a television program broadcast by the cable source 110. The
input device 120 is a mouse, a remote control pointing
device, or the lke. The cable source 110 and the computer
100 control the tuner, or alternatively the tuner and the video
recorder 140, to control the display of the selected iclevision
program on the television 139. The computer also controls
the video recorder 140 to control the recording of the
selected television program.

Specifically, the computer 160 contains a memory 150
which stoges a selection computer program 152. It should be
noted that the memory 150 includes random access memary
(RAM} in which data is stored by programs. As will be
explained below, the selection program 152 allows the user
to select the desired television programs. The computer 160
also contains a graphics display generator 157 that generates
computer graphics, and a picture-in-graphics processor 155
that combines an output from both the tuner 115 and the
graphics display generator 157 and sends the resulting signal
to the television 130. The memory 150 is connected via an
VO unijt 169 to a central processing unit (CPU) 170 which
executes the selection program 152. The CPU 170 is also
connected to the cable source 110, the tuner 115, the input
device 120, the television 130 and the video recorder 140 via
the VO unit 160. When the CPU 170 executes the selection
program 152, the CPU 170 obtains the television program
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information from the cable source 116 in a digital data
stream. The program information includes information
about a number of television programs. The CPU 170 then
stores the program information in the RAM portion of the
memory 150,

The program information includes a program name, time
of broadcast, channel indicator, and description of each
television program. In an alternative embodiment, the pro-
gram information includes actor names, director names.
content ratings such as “R.” “PG,” etc., and star ratings
indicating quality. One of ordinary skill in the art will
recognize that the principles of the invention can be applied
to maintain a variety of other kinds of program information,
as well. The selection program 152 provides the program
information to the television 130 via the picture-in-graphics
processor 155 in a schedule layout which the television 130
displays. The selection program 152 thereafter obtains from
the user via the input device 120 a selection of a television
program (o display or record by using the schedule layout.
The selection program 152 provides the description of the
selected program concurrently with the schedule layout to
the graphics display generator 157 to be displayed on the
television 130. When the user requests to view the sclected
program, the selection program 152 controls the tuner 315 to
mne the selected program, generates a graphics image of the
schedule layout and graphics portions by controlling the
graphics display generator 157, and instructs the picture-in-
graphics processor 155 to combine the video information
and graphics image and to send the resulting signat to the
television 130. In cases where the schedule layout and
portions of the description are combined with a reduced size
picture-in-grapbics display of the selected program, the
selectiop program 152 instructs the picture-in-graphics pro-
cessor 158 to overlay the digital image of the broadcast
signal obtained from the cable source 119 with a computer
graphics image of the schedule Jayout and graphic portions.
The pichure-in-graphics processor 155 sends the composite
image to the television 130 to be displayed. When the user
requests to record the selected program, the selection pro-
gram 152 designates the program to be recorded. A record
program 154 stored in the memory 150 is executed by the
CPU 170 concurrently with the selection program. The
record program provides a command to the video recorder
140 via the /O device 160 to record the designated program
at the time of broadcast of the selected program. In the
preferred embodiment, the command is an infrared com-
mand.

A screen display is shown in FIG. 2 which is displayed by
the television 138 under control of the selection program
152 when the user requests a schedule. The screen display
includes a schedule layout 200 which displays the program
naine, channel indicator, and time of broadceast of each of the
television programs. The schednle layout 200 includes a grid
210 in which a grid entry 212 is provided for each of a
number of television programs broadcast by the cable source
110. Bach grid entry 212 contains the program name of one
of the television programs. The grid entries 212 are arranged
horizontally according to a time of broadcast and arranged
vertically according to the channel over which the television
programs are broadcast. In an alternate embodiment, the grid
entries 212 may be arranged vertically according to the time
of broadcast and horizontally according to the channel. A
number of time entries 215 are provided along a horizontal
time axis 214 which display the different times over which
the television programs are broadcast. Similarly, a number
of channel entries 217 are provided along a vertical channel
axis 216 which display the different channels over which the
television programs are broadcast.

40

45

53

65

6

In the embodiment of the invention having the screen
display showa in FIG. 2, the selection program 152, via the
graphics display generator 157, controls the television 130
to display only a portion of the grid 229 at a given time.
Thus, the grid 210 can contain a large number of times and
channels over which the television programs are broadcast
without the need to reduce each grid entry 212 to a size in
which the program name becomes unreadable in order to
display all television programs at the same time. It will be
appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the amt that the
schedule [ayout 200 can be designed such that the size of the
displayed portion of the grid 210 can be varied.

In an alternative embodiment, the channel entries 217 are
arrapged along the chanmel axis 216 according to a fre-
quency with which channel entries associated with the
program names have been desigpated by the user. Each time
the user designates one of the program names, the selection
program 152 increments a channel ocounter 151 for the
chaunel entry 217 associated with the designated program
name. The channel counter 151 is preferably stored in the
RAM portion of the memory 150. The selection program
152, via the graphics display genesator 157, controls the
television 130 to arrange the chaneel entries 217 in an order
of use from the channel entry with the highest value in its
associated channel counter 151 to the channel entry with the
lowest value in jts associated channel counter 151. FIG. 2
illustrates a state of the schedule Iayout 209 wherein the
order of use for the channel entries 217 is channels 2.4.5, and
7.

In yet another embodiment, the channel entries can be
arranged along the channel axis 216 according to a fre-
quency with which program names have been designated by
the user. Bach time the user designates one of the program
names, the sclection program 152 increments a program
counter 153 associated with the designated program name,
The program counter 153 is preferably stored in the RAM
portion of the memory 15@. The selection program 152, via
the graphics display generator 157, then controls the tele-
vision 130 to amrange the channel entries 217 in an order of
use from the channel entry whose program pame has been
designated the most number of times. to the channel entry
whose program name has been designated the Jeast number
of times. FIG. 2 illustrates a state of the schedule layout 200
wherein the program name designated the raost number of
times is associated with channel 2. for the currently dis-
played channel entries. The program pame designated the
least nusmber of times is associated with channel 7, for the
currently displayed channcl enftries. There may bec more
frequently displayed program names above channel 2 and
less frequently displayed program names below channel 7
since the schedule 200 scrolls (the scroll feature is described
in more detail below).

While the discussion above has focused on amanging
channel entries 217 based on the frequency with which
associated program names have been designated. those of
ordinary skill will understand that other attributes or selec-
tion patterns can be monitored and the channel entries
rearranged based on the results of that monitoring.

The schedunle layout 200 also includes a day selector 220
with which the uses selects the day for which the television
programs are to be displayed by the grid 210. The day
selector 220 contains arrow buttons with which the user
moves the selected day chronologically forward or
backward. as shown. The schedule layout 200 also includes
a day entry 222 which indicates the day previously selected
by the user via the day selector 220 and for which the
television programs are displayed by the grid 210. The grid
219 varies in content based on the day currently selected.
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The schedule layout 200 includes a time scroll bar 224
which the user scrolls to select time entries 215 that are
different than the time entries currently displayed on the time
axis 214 of the grid 210. Program names comesponding to
the newly selected time entries 215 and the previously
selected channel entries 217 are displayed in the grid entries
212. For example, the time scroll bar 224 is scrolled so that
the time entries for the times 6:00 PM, 6:30 PM, 7:.00 PM
and 7:30 PM are selected, as shown in FIG. 2. Similarly. the
schedule layout 200 provides a chanpel scrofl bar 226 which
the user scrolls to select channel entries 217 that are different
than the charnel entries currently displayed on the grid 210.
Program names corresponding to the newly selected channel
entries 217 and the previously selected time entries 215 are
displayed in the grid entries 212. For exarple, the channel
scroll bar 226 is manipulated so that the channel entries 217
for channels 2, 4. 5 and 7 are selected. as shown in FIG. 2.
Thus. by manpipulating the time scroll bar 224 and the
channel scroll bar 226. the user varies the content of the
displayed portion of the grid 210 shown in the schedule
layout 200. In an alternate embodiment. the contents of the
grid may be manipulated by directional buttons provided on
the input device 120.

The present invention displays a description of the tele-
vision program selected from the schedule layout 200 con-
currently with the schedule layout. As shown in FIG. 2. the
screen display contains a text display window 230 and a
plcture-in-graphics display window 240. The text display
window 230 is provided in a location on the screen display
that is separate from the schedule layout 268. The text
display window 230 displays, concumrently with the sched-
ule layout 209, a text string which describes the curreatly
selected program from the grid 210.

The picture-in-graphics display window 248 is also pro-
vided in a location separate from the schedule layout 200.
The picture-in-graphics display window 240 contains a
graphic representation of the television program currently
selected from the grid 210. When the currently selected
program is actually being broadcast, the sefection program
152 instructs the tuner 115 and the picture-in-graphics
processor 155 to display a reduced-size video display of the
selected program in the picture-in-graphics display window
240. 1t is well known to those skilled in the art how to
provide such a reduced-size display on the screen display of
a television. When the curtently selected program is not
being broadcast, the selection program 152, via the picture-
in-graphics processor 158, controls the television 130 to
display in the picture-in-graphics display window 246 a
blank window, or. alternatively. a bitmap representing the
selected program or the network Jogo or a network provided
program video clip. The bitmap is provided by the cable
source 110 and stored by the selection program 152 as part
of the program information in the RAM portion of the
memory 150.

Both a text description and a graphic represcntation of the
selected program are preferably displayed when a television
program is selected by the user in the preferred embodiment
of the invention. When the user changes among selected
programs by designating different entries 212 in the grid
210, the selection program 152, via the graphics display
generator 157, concurrently changes the text description
displayed in the text display window 230 and the graphic
representation in the picture-in-graphics display window
248 of the selected programs so as to correspond to the
newly selected program. As a resuit. the user is consistently
provided with useful descriptions of the television programs
that the user has selected for consideration, and these

25

35

45

50

55

Y

65

8

descriptions are provided concurrently with the schedule
layout from which the user selects television programs.

The screen display also imcludes a display menn 250
which contains a schedule button 252, a topics button 254,
arecord button 256, and a television button 258. The display
menu 250 is displayed at various stages of operation of the
computer system. These stages of operation include the
selection of programs from the schedule layout 209, display
of a selected program, and selection of programs from a
topic screen. When the schedule button 252 is selected, the
selection program 152, via the picture-in-graphics processor
155, controls the television 130 to display the screen display
of FIG. 2 and obtains user selection of the television
programs from the schedule layout 208. FIG. 2 shows a state
of the screen display after the schedule button 252 has been
selected. Thus, the schedule button is shown deactivated.
‘When the topics button 254 is selected, the selection pro-
gram 152, via the picture-in-graphics processor 155, con-
trols the television 130 to display a topic screen in place of
the screen display.

When the user selects the record button 256, the selection
program 152 designates the currently selected television
program to be recorded by the video recorder 140. A graphic
image can be inserted onto the video tape. just prior to the
position where the television program is to be recorded. to
indicate the date. length, and time of recording of the
television program. This graphic image makes it easier to
locate the recorded television program on the video tape.
Similarly, a graphic image can be placed at the end of the
video tape to indicate the end of the television program. This
makes it easier to find the end of the television program. The
selection program 152, via the graphics display generator
157, displays a record icon 260 next to the program name in
the grid entry 212 for the selected television program. When
the designated program is thereafter broadcast, the record
program 154 records the designated program. When the
television button 258 is selected. the selection program 152,
via the tuner 115 and the picture-in-graphics processor 155,
controls the television 130 to display the selected television
program.

The present invention stores the program information
necessary to provide the screen display to the television 130.
The sclection program 152 stores in the memory 150 the
program information in a program table 309 shown in FIG.
3. The program table 300 includes a program entry 310 for
each television program represented by one of the grid
entries 212 of the screen display. Each program entry 310
includes a name field 320 which contains the program name
for each television program. Bach program entry 310 aiso
includes the time of broadcast of each program. The stored
time of broadcast comprises a day, a start time, aod a length
of the broadcast. Each program entry 310 further includes a
day field 322 which stores an indication of the day of the
broadcast, a start time ficld 324 which contains an indication
of the start time of the broadcast, and a length field 326
which contains an indication of the length of the broadcast.

The selection program 152 also stores a channel indicator
in the program table 300 in the memory 150. Each program
entry 310 includes a channel name field 328 which stores the
channel name of the channel over which the comresponding
television program is broadcast. Each program entry 310
also includes a channel number field 330 which stores the
channel number of the channel over which the correspond-
ing television program is broadcast. For case of description,
the channel name is shown in FIG. 3 stored ir the program
table 309. In an alterpate embodiment. however, cach chan-
nel name is stored in a separate table together with each
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channel number so that the channel name does not have to
be repeated each time a program is provided on a same
chanpel.

The computer system stores a description of each televi-
sion program, The selection program 152 stores the descrip-
tion in the program table 300 in the memory 150. The
description can be stored in a compressed format. Each
program entry 310 includes a description field 340 which
contains the text siring describing the television program.,
and a bitmap identifier fietd 350 which contains the bitmap
identifier.

Finally. when the user makes a request to record a selected
program., the selection program 152 designates the selected
television program to be recorded upon reaching the broad-
cast timme of the program. The selection program 152 stores
a record indicator for the selected program in the program
table 300, indicating that the selected program is to be
recorded. Each program entry 310 includes a record indi-
cator field 360 which stores the record indicator. For
example, the record indicator is a flag having a value of ‘1”
(indicating “TRUE") if the cotresponding program is to be
recorded and a value of ‘0’ otherwise (indicating “FALSE").
In ap alternative embodiment, a separate table is created
with entries only for programs designated to be recorded.
Each entry in the separate table contains a pointer to the
program entry 316 for the program designated, and a record-
ing flag which indicates whether the program is currently
being recorded.

Flow Diagrams

A flow diagram of the selection program 152 which
provides the user with selection of television programs is
shown in FIG. 4. As explained above with reference to FIG,
1, the selection program 152 is stored in the memory 150 and
performed by the CPU 170 of the computer 100. 1t should
be understood that, in interrupt driven systems, the user
input-based steps shown in FIG. 4 and other flowcharts may
not be pexformed in the exact order shown in FIG. 4, but are
rather performed at the time of user input as indicated by an
appropriate interrupt. Such steps are shown sequentially,
however, for case of explanation. In step 4049, the selection
program Initiaily obtains the program infarmation from the
cable source 110 as described above. In step 402, the
selection program stores the obtained program information
into the program table 300. In an alternative embodiment,
where the speed of the underlying system allows, the pro-
gram information resides at the cable source 110 and is
obtained as needed by the computer 100 in real time, The
selection program 152 then continually responds to input
from the user via the display menu 250,

In step 403, the selection program initially displays the
display menu 250. In step 404, the selection program 152
determines whether the user has selected the schedule button
252 from the display menu 259. If so, the selection program
152 perforins a schedule routine in step 406 which displays
the schedule Jayout 200 and obtains user input based on the
displayed schedule layout 200. When the schedule routine
returns, control of the selectior program 152 brarnches to
step 426.

If the user has not selected the schedule button 252, then
control proceeds to step 408. In step 408, the selection
program determines whether the user has selected the topics
batton 254 from the display menu 259. If so, the selection
program 152 performs a topics routine in step 419. The
topics routine obtains a topic selection from the user indi-
cating a category of television programs and then obtains a
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television program selected from the indicated category.
When the topics routine returns, control branches to step
426.

If the user has not selected the topics button in step 498,
then control proceeds to step 412, In step 412, if the user has
selected the xecord button 256 from the display menu 250,
then step 414 is performed. In step 414, the sclection
program 152 displays the record icon 268 in the schedule
tayout 200. Control then proceeds to step 416, wherein the
selection program 152 sets a record indicator indicating that
the selected program is to be recorded. After performing step
416. control then branches to step 426,

If the user has not selected the record button 256 in step
412, control proceeds to step 418. In step 418, the selection
program determines whether the user has selected the tele-
vision button 258 from the display menu 250. If not. contro}
branches to step 426. If the user has selected the television
button 258. then control proceeds to step 420. In step 420,
if the selected television program is currently being broad-
cast (i.e.. it is “ON"), then control proceeds to step 421. In
step 421, the selection program 152, via the input/output
device 160, controls the tuner 115 to display the cumently
selected program for viewing on the entire screen of the
television. The selected program remains displayed until the
user changes channels or requests the display menu 250 to
make another selection. When the user changes channels,
the text description stored in the text description field of the
program entry 310 for the program provided on the new
channpel is optionally displayed. along with the program
name, the channel name and channel pumber in the same
program entry 310. I, in step 422, the user requests the
display menu 250, then control proceeds to step 423,
wherein the selection program displays the display menu.
Otherwise, control loops to step 421 and the program
continues to be displayed. After step 423 is performed.
control proceeds to step 426.

¥ the selection program 152 determines in step 420 that
the cumrently selected program is not currently being broad-
cast (i.e., not “ON™). then control proceeds to step 424. In
step 424, the selection program 152, via the graphics display
generator 157, controls the television 130 to display the text
string in the text description ficld 348. The selectior pro-
gram 152, via the graphics display generator 157, also
confrols the television 139 to display im the picture-in-
graphics display window 240, the bitmap identified in the
bitmap identifier field 356 of the selected program (if the
bitmap exists). or a biank window (if the bitmap does not
exist). After performing step 424, control proceeds 1o step
426. whezein it is determined whether new program infor-
mation has been received from the cable source 116. If so.
control loops back to step 404, whexein the selection pro-
gram obtains the new program information. Otherwise.
control loops back to step 404, and the selection program
152 continues to respond to user input via the display menu
250.
When the user selects the schedule button 252 of the
display menu 258, a schedule routine is performed. FIG, §
is a flow diagram of the schedute routine performed in step
496 of the selection program 152. In step 509. the schedule
routine displays the schedule layout 200 on the television
130. In a particnlarly preferred embodiment. the channel
entries 217 and corresponding grid entries 212 are displayed
in an oxrder based on a pumber of times a television program
or a changel has been selected. That is. the channel entries
217 and grid entries 212 corresponding to the channels
selected most frequently at a particular time, are displayed
highest in the grid 210. This method or ordering is described
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in more detail with respect to the description of topic
selection in FIG. 7. In step 502, the schedule routine
determines whether the user has designated a program name
in 2 grid entry 212 of the schedule layout 200 using the input
device 120 to scroll the time scroll bar 224 and channel
scroll bar 226, as necessary, and selected a grid entry 212
having the program name, If so, then control proceeds to
step 504. In step 504, a change selection routine is per-
formed. The change selection routine displays the descrip-
tion of the newly selected program.

¥ the user does not designate the program name in step
502. then control proceeds to step 506. In step 566, the
schedule routine determines whether the user has selected
the topics button 254, the record button 256 or the television
button 258 from the display menu 250. If so, the schedule
routine returns 1o the selection program 152, which responds
to the selection of the topics button 254, the record button
286 or the television button 258 in the manner described
above. If the schedule routine determines in step 506 that the
user has not selected one of these buttons, then controf loops
back to step 502, and the schedule routine continues to check
for user input,

‘When the user designates a program name in a grid entry
212 of the schedule layout 200, the selected program fs
changed. FIG. 6 is a flow diagram of the change selection
routine which changes the selected program. In step 600, the
change selection routine highlights the selected television
program and removes any highlighting from a previonsly
selected program. For example, the change selection routine
displays the selected grid entry 212 with an inecreased
brightness or in reverse video. Control then proceeds to step
602. In step 602, the change selection routine displays in the
text display window 239 of FIG. 2 the text sting which
comresponds to the program name selected.

The computer system also provides a picture~in-graphics
display window 240 in the screen display shown in FIG. 2.
The change selection program displays a graphic image in
the picture-in-graphic display window 240 which corre-
sponds to the newly selected program. In step 610, if the
newly selected program is currently being broadcast (i.e., it
is ON). then the change selection routine performs step 612.
In step 612, the change sclection routine controls the tunex
115 to display the newly selected program on the television
139 in the picture-in-graphics display window 240. If the
change selection routine determines in step 610 that the
selected program is not currently being broadcast, then the
change sclection routine performs step 614. In step 614 the
change selection routine displays in the picture-in-graphics
display window 240 a bitmap identified by the bitmap
identifier 350 of the Program entry 310 for the selected
program. if the bitmap exists, or a blank window, if the
bitmap docs not exist.

When the user selects the topics button 254 from the
display menu 259, then a topics routine is performed. A flow
diagram of the topics routine is shown in FIG. 7. In step 700,
the topics routine displays a topics list or a set of topic
irages (e.g., icons) which contains a number of topics from
which the user can select a television program definable
within a particular category, such as ‘sposts’, ‘movies’, and
the like. The topics routine displays the topic list on the
screen display shown in FIG. 2 in place of the schedule
layout 280. The topic list is provided by the cable source
116. The topics routine displays the topic list concurrently
with the text window 238, picture-in-graphics window 240
and display menu 238. In step 702, the topics routine
determines whether the user has selected a topic from the
displayed topic list using the input device 120. X the user has
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not selected a topic, control proceeds to step 703, wherein
the topic routine determines whether the user has selected
the schedule button 252, record button 256 or the television
button 258. If so, the topics routine returns. If not. control
loops back to step 702, and the topic routine continues to
check for user selections.

If, in step 702. the user does select a topic from the topic
list displayed, then control proceeds to step 764, In steps 704
through 714, the topics routine responds to user selection of
a television program categorized according to the selected
topic. In step 704, the topics routine increments a topic count
stored in the memory 150 of the computer 180. The topic
count indicates the total nunber of times that the particular
topic selected by the user has been selected in the past.
Controf then proceeds to step 766 wherein the topics routine
updates the order in which the topics are displayed in the
topic list in step 700 according to the number of items
selected. That is, the most frequently selected topic is
displayed first, the second most frequently selected topic is
displayed second, and so on. Control then proceeds to step
708. Thus, the next time the topics routine is performed, the
updated order of the topics will be refiected. One of ordinary
skill in the art will recognize various well-known techniques
for maintaining and updating the order in which the topics
list is displayed. One or ordinary skill will also recognize
that the adaptively learned order of display described above
can be applied not only based on the frequency of topics
sclected, but also based on the frequency of each network.
show, actor, director. etc.. selected. Also. the adaptively
learned ordering described can be applied to the order in
which the grid entries 212 are displayed in the schedule
layout of FIG. 2.

The topics routine displays in step 768 a program list
which lists the program names of all of the television
programs defined by the topic selected by the user in step
702. If the topics routine determines in step 710 that a
program name has been designated by the user from the
displayed program list using the input device 120, then
control proceeds to step 712 wherein the change selection
routine is performed. The change selection routine has been
described with reference to FIG. 6. Control then loops to
repeat step 710. If the topics routine determines in step 710
that a program name has not been designated. then control
proceeds to siep 714. The topics routine determines in step
714 whether the topics button 254, the record button 256, or
the television button 258 has been selected from the display
menn 250, If so. the topics routine returns to the selection
program 152, which responds to the selection. Otherwise.
control loops back to step 710 and the topics routine
continues to check for user selection of a program menu
from the program list.

The present invention provides a user with the ability to
sclect a television program to be recarded. FIG. 8 is a flow
diagram of the record program 154 which is stored in the
memory 150 of the computer 108. The record program 154
is performed by the CPU 170 and responds to television
programs that have been set to be recorded when the
broadcast times of the television programs are reached, The
CPU 170 of FIG. 1 is preferably a microprocessor which
performs multitasking. As such, the CPU 170 pesforms the
sclection program 152 and the record program 154 concur-
rently. Alternatively, the selection program 152 and the
record program 154 may be executed sequentially within a
single loop. In step 800, the record program determines
whether a record indicator has been set that is contained in
the record indicator field 360 of a program cntry 310 in the
program table 309. If not. control branches to step 801 to
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obtain a next program entry 310 in the program table 300
and then Joops to repeat step 808 for the next program entry.
The record program 154 continues to check the record
indicator in the record indicator ficld 368 of cach program
entry 310 until a record indicator is found that has been set.
‘When a record indicator has been found that has been set,
control proceeds to step 802. In the altemate embodiment
explained above where programs to be recorded are indi-
cated by an entry in a separate table instead of by the record
indicator, each next entry in the separate table is retrieved
and control then proceeds to step 802.

In step 802 it is determined whether the current time as
indicated by the CPU 170 has reached or surpassed the start
time of the television program having the set record indi-
cator (or, in the alternative embodiment explained above. the
television program indicated in the separate table). As
explained above, the start time of a television program is
stored in the start time field 324 of the program entry 310 for
that television program. If the start time obtained has not
been reached or surpassed. controf branches to step 801 to
obtain a next program entry 310 and then loops to again
perform step 800 for the next television program by check-
ing the record indicator in the record indicator field 360 of
the next program entry 310,

If the record program 154 determines in step 802 that the
current time has reached the start time of the television
program to be recorded, then control proceeds to step 803.
In step 803 the record program 154 determines whether a
recording flag stored in the memory 150 has been set to
TRUE indicating that a television program is already being
recorded. If so. processing continues with step 810. In an
alternative embodiment. a choice is obtained from the user
as to whether to continue recording the same program, in
which case control passes to step 810, or to record the new
program, in which case control proceeds to step 804, Return-
ing to the discussion of step 803, If the record program 154
determines that the recording flag is set to FALSE, then
control proceeds to step 884 wherein the recording flag is set
to be TRUE. Control then proceeds to step 845. In step 805,
the record program provides a command via the input/output
device 160 to the video secorder 148 to begin recording. In
the preferred embodiment, the command is an infrared
command. In step 806, the record program 154 provides a
graphic image of the text string which describes the program
to be recarded to the video recorder 140 as an input video
signal. The record program obtains the text string from the
text description field 340 of the program entry 316 for the
program to be recorded. The record program provides the
text string to the video recorder 149 to be displayed by the
television 130 for a brief time (e.g., 10 seconds) and then
proceeds to step 808. The graphic image of the text string
makes it easier for users to locate the beginning of individual
programs on the video tape and to discover what programs
are recorded on the video tape.

In step 808, the record program 154 provides the channel
of the program to be recorded to the video recorder 140 so
that the video recorder 140 records the television program
broadcast over that channel. Contro) then proceeds to step
810, where the record program determines whether the
current time has reached the end time (the start time plus the
length) of the television program being recorded. The record
program obtains the start time from the start time field 324
and the length from the length field 326 of the program entry
310 provided for the television program being recorded.
When the current time has reached the end time of the
television program, then control proceeds to step 812,
wherein the record program sends a command via the
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input/cutput device 160 to the video recorder 140 to stop
recording. The command is preferably an infrared com-
mand. Then, in step 814, the recording flag is reset to
FALSE. In step 816, the record program 154 resets the
record indicator in the record indicator field 360 to the value
FALSE. Control then loops back to siep 800. where the
record program costinues to check for the next television
program to be recorded.

Although the present invention has been described with
reference to one or more specific embodiments. it should be
appreciated that various changes can be made by one of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the spirit of
the invention. The scope of the invention is properly defined
by the claims.

We claim:

1. A method, performed by a computer, of obtaining from
a user a selected program from among a plurality of televi-
sion programs, the method comprising the steps of:

(a) storing. for each of the tejevision programs, a program
name, a time of broadcast. and textual and graphic
descriptions of the television program;

(b) providing to a display device, for each of the television
programs, the program name and the time of broadcast
for display in a schedule layout which visually associ-
ates the program name with the time of broadcast;

(c) obtaining from the user a designation of the selected
program; and

(d) providing to the display device the textual description
of the selected program and a graphic description of the
selected program for concurrent display with the sched-
ule layout in a scparate location so that the textual and
graphic descriptions do not overlay the displayed
schedule layout.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein step (a) further com-
prises storing a channel indicator associated with the pro-
gram name and the time of broadcast for each of the
television programs, and step (b) comprises providing the
channel indicator to the display device for display in the
schedule layout so as to be visually associated with the
program name and the time of broadcast.

3. The method of claim 2 wherein the schedule layout
comprises a grid containing the program name of each of the
television programs and having a channel axis which refer-
ences the channel indicator associated with each of the
television programs and a time axis which references the
time of broadcast of each associated with the television
programs.

4. The method of claim 3. further comprising:

for each channel indicator, determining the number of
times that an attribute associated with the channel
indicator has been designated by the user; and

arranging the channel indicators on the channel axis in
order from the chanmel indicator with the attribute
designated the most number of times to the chapnel
indicator with the attribute designated the least number
of times.

S. The method of claim 3., further comprising:

for each channel indicator. determining the aumber of
times that program names associated with the channel
indicator have been designated by the user; and

arranging the channel indicators on the channel axis in
order from the channel indicator with the highest
frequency of program names designated by the user to
the channel indicator with the lowest frequency of
program names designated by the user.
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6. The method of claim 3, further comprising:
for each channet indicator, determining the number of
times that a program name displayed on the time axis
has been designated by the user; and

arranging the channel indicators on the channel axis in

order from the channel indicator with the program
name designated the highest number of times to the
channel indicator with the program name designated
the lowest number of times.

7. The method of claim 1 wherein step (a) comprises
storing a set of topics, each topic having one or more
programs classified according to the topic, and wherein step
(c) comprises obtaining a topic selected by the user, dis-
playing a list of the television programs classified according
to the selected topic and obtaining from the user a designated
program from the program list as the selected program.

8. The method of claim 7 wherein step (c) further com-
prises providing the user with a list of topics and obtaining
from the user a designated topic from the topic list as the
selected topic, the list of topics being provided in an order
corresponding to the number of times each of the topics has
been previously selected.

9. The method of claim 7 wherein step (c) further com-
prises displaying the list of television programs classified
according to the topic in an order based on program use
criteria related to the topic.

16. The method of claim 7 wherein step (c) further
comprises displaying the list of television programs classi-
fied according to the topic in an order based on the frequency

10

of selection of television programs displayed on a same 3°

channel.

11. The method of claim 1. further comprising the steps of
(e) obtaining from the user a request to view the selected
program. and (f) displaying the requested program on a fuil
screen of the display device.

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising the step
of displaying program information superimposed on the
display of the requested program when a channcl is changed
by the user to display the requested program.

13. The method of claim 12 whesein the program infor-
mation includes the textual description of the requesied
program.

14. The method of claim 12 wherein the program infor-
mation includes the program name of the requested pro-

15. The method of claim 1. further comprising the steps

of:

(e) obtaining from the user a request to record the selected
program; and

(f) providing an instruction to a recording device torecord
the selected program at the comesponding time of
broadcast stored for the selected program in response to
obtaining the request.

16. The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps

of:

(e) obtaining from the user a request to record the selected
program,

(f) providing an instruction to arecording device to record
the selected program at the corresponding time stored
for the selected program; and

(g) providing an instruction to the recording device to
record the textual description for a predetermined time
just prior to performing the step (f) of providing the
instruction to record the selected program.

17. The method of claim 1 wherein step (d) comprises

providing to the display device a broadcast of the selected
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program in a picture-in-graphics display window for con-
current display with the schedule layout.

18. The method of claim 1 wherein the step (a) of storing
comprises storing a bitmap describing the selected program
and step (d) compsises providing the bitmap to the display
device for concurrent display with the schedule layout.

19. A computer system for selecting and displaying a
television program from among a plurality of television
programs, comprising:

a display;

an input device through which the selected television

program is sclected from a user; and

a computex coupled to the display and to the input device,

comprising

an input umit for obtaining the selected television
program from the input device,

a memory for staring a program pame and a time of
broadcast of each of the plurality of television
programs. and

a processor four obtaining the selected television pro-
gram from the input unit, for reading the program
name and time of broadcast for each of the plurality
of television programs from the memory. for dis-
playing on the display the read program names and
times of broadcast. and, when the selected television
program is currently being broadcast, for displaying
the selected television program concurrently with the
program name and time of broadcast of the plurality
of television programs.

20. The computer system of claim 19, further comprising

a video recorder coupled to the computer and coupled to

the dispiay, and

wherein the processor controls the video recorder to

record the selected television program upon obtaining

from the input unit a request provided by the user via
the input device to record the selected television pro-

gram.

21, A method in a computer system for displaying tete-
vision information about a plurality of tetevision programs
on a display device, the method comprising the steps of:

receiving the television information for each of the plu-

rality of television programs, the television information
include a pame and a time of broadcast, and a graphics
information or the television program;

for cach of the plurality of television programs, displaying

on the display device the name of the television pro-
gram and an indication of the time of broadcast of the
television program;

receiving from a user of the computer system a selection

of a television program; and

in response to receiving the selection, displaying on the

display device the graphics information of the selected
television program simultaneously with the displayed
names and indfcations of ime and channel of broadcast
of the television programs.

22. The method of claim 21 including the step of in
response to receiving the selection and when the selected
television program is currently being broadcast. displaying
the broadcast of the selected television program simulta-
neously with the displayed names and indications of the
times of broadcast of the television prograros.

23. The method of claims 22 wherein the step of display-
ing the broadcast inchudes the step of suppressing the
displaying of the graphics information.

24. A method in a computer system for displaying tele-
vision information about a plurality of television programs
on a display device, the method comprising the steps of:
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receiving the television information for each of the plu-
rality of television programs, the television information
include a pame and a time of broadcast;

for each of the plurality of television programs. displaying

on the display device the name of the television pro-
gram and an indication of the time of broadcast of the
television program;

receiving from a user of the computer system a selection

of a television program; and

in response to receiving the selection and when the

selected television program is currently being
broadcast, displaying the broadcast of the selected
television program simultaneously with the displayed
names and indications of the time of broadcast of the
television programs.

25. A method in a computer system for displaying tele-
vision information about a plurality of television programs
on a television screen, the television information for each
television program including a pame and a time of
broadcast, the method comprising:

for each of the plurality of television programs, displaying

on the television screen the name of the televislon
program and an indication of the time of broadcast of
the television program;

receiving from a user of the computer system a selection

of a television program whose information is currently
displayed on the television screen; and

in response to receiving the selection of the television

program,
determining whether the television program is cur-
rently being broadcast;
when it is determined that the selected television pro-
gram is currently being broadcast. displaying the
broadcast of the selected television program on the
television screen simultaneously with the displayed
names and indications of the time of broadcast of the
television programs; and
when it is determined that the sclected television pro-
gram is not cumently being broadcast, displaying
additiona] information about the television program
on the television screen.

26. The method of claim 25, including:

when the broadcast of the selected television program is

being displayed, receiving from the user of the com-

puter system a selection of another tclevision program

whose information is simultancously being displayed

with the broadcast on the television screen; and in

response to receiving the selection of the other televi-

sion program,

determining whether the other selected television pro-
gram is currently being broadcast;

when it is determined that the other selected television
program is currently being broadcast, displaying the
broadcast of the other selected television program on
the television screen simmltaneously with the dis-
played names and indications of the time of broad-
cast of the television programs; and

when it is determined that the other selected television
program is not currently being broadcast, displaying
additional infcymation about the other television
program on the television screen.

27. The method of claim 25 wherein the displayed broad-
cast of the selected television program does not overlap the
displayed television program information so that the user
can view both the displayed broadcast and the information.
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28. The method of claim 25 wherein the additional
information displayed when the selected television program
is not being displayed is a graphical representation of the
selected television program.

29. The method of claim 25 wherein the additional
information is displayed simultaneously with the dispiayed
pnames and indications of the time of broadcast of the
television programs.

30. A computer-readable medium containing instructions
for causing a computer system to display a schedule for a
plurality of television programs on a television screen by:

displaying the schedule on the television screen;

recciving from a user of the computer systern a selection
of a television program from the displayed schedule;
and

in response to receiving the selection of the television

program,

determining whether the television program is cur-
rently being broadcast;

when it is determined that the selected television pro-
gram is cumrently being broadeast. displaying the
broadcast of the selected television program on the
television screen simuitaneously with the displayed
schedule; and

when it is determined that the selected television pro-
gram is not currently being broadcast. displaying
additional information about the television program
on the television screen simultaneously with the
displayed schedule.

31. The computer-readable medinm of claim 30. includ-
ing;:

when the broadcast of the selected television program is

being displayed, receiving from the user of the com-

puter system a selection of another television program

from the schedule that is simultaneously being dis-

played with the broadcast on the television screen; and

in response to receiving the selection of the other televi-

sion program.

determining whether the other selected television pro-
gram is currently being broadcast;

when it is determined that the other sclected television
program is currcntly being broadcast. displaying the
broadcast of the other selected television program on
the television screen simultapeously with the dis-
played schedule; and

when it is determined that the other selected television
program is not currently being broadcast, displaying
additional information about the other television
program on the television screen simultaneously
with the displayed schedule.

32. The computer-readable medium of claim 30 wherein
the displayed broadcast of the selected television program
does not overlap the displayed schedule so that the user can
view both the displayed broadeast and the schedule.

33. The computer-readable medium of claim 38 whercin
the additional information displayed when the selected tele-
vision program is not being displayed is a graphical repre-
sentation of the selected television program.

34. The computer-readable medium of claim 30 wherein
the additional information is displayed simultancously with
the displayed schedule.
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