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It would also be near impossible to identify a possible terrorist by appearances. Recall that the Saudi
hijackers on 9/11 were instructed to dress professionally and blend in. (Regardless, racial profiling isn’t
exactly the American way either.)

But security would be much improved if the Department of Homeland Security engaged in “behavior profiling”
at airports. Israel, which is an even larger target for terrorism, maintains sensible and effective security at its
airports.

“The first thing you do is fo look at who is coming into your airport,” said Sela.

The first layer of actual security that greets traveliers at Tel Aviv's Ben Gurion International Airport is a roadside
check. All drivers are stopped and asked two questions: How are you? Where are you coming from?

“Two benign q
said.

. The questions aren’t important. The way people act when they answer them is,” Sela

Officers are looking for nervousness or other signs of “distress” — behavioural profiling. Sela rejects the
argument that profiling is discriminatory.

“The word ‘profiling’ is a political invention by people who don’t want to do security,” he said. “To us, it doesn’t
matter if he’s black, white, young or ofd. It's just his behaviour. So what kind of privacy am [ really stepping on
when I'm doing this?”

Once you've parked your car or gotten off your bus, you pass through the second and third secunity perimeters,

Armed guards outside the terminal are trained to observe passengers as they move toward the doors, again
looking for odd behaviour. At Ben Gurion’s half-dozen entrances, another layer of security are watching. At this
point, some travellers will be randomly taken aside, and their person and their luggage run through a
magnometer.

“This is to see that you don’t have heavy metals on you or something that looks suspicious,” said Sela.

You are now in the terminal. As you approach your airiine check-in desk, a trained interviewer takes your
passport and ticket. They ask a series of questions: Who packed your luggage? Has it left your side?

“The whole time, they are looking into your eyes — which is very embarrassing. But this is one of the ways
they figure out if you are suspicious or not. It takes 20, 25 seconds,” said Sela.

Plus, it's a more efficient system.

‘First, it's fast — there's almost no line. That's because they're not looking for liquids, they’'re not looking at
your shoes. They're not looking for everything they look for in North America. They just look at you,” said Sela.
“Even today with the heightened secunity in North America, they will check your items to death. But they will
never look at you, at how you behave. They will never fook into your eyes ... and that's how you figure out the
bad guys from the good guys.”

So how well does it work? Israel’s largest airport, Ben Gurion in Tel Aviv, hasn't been breached since 2002
when a passenger accidentally carried a handgun onto a flight.

Happy travels.
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