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Description

Returns metadata about all of the photo albums uploaded by the

specified user.

This method returns information from all visible albums satisfying the
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filters specified. The method can be used to return all photo albums
created by a user, query a specific set of albums by a list of 2145, or
filter on any combination of these two.

8 Notes
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This call does return a user's profile picture aloum. However, you cannot

upload photos to this album using photos.upload. You can determine whether an album is the profile
album by comparing the album cover pi4 with the user's profile picture pia. If they are the same piq,
then that's the profile picture album. Also, see the Notes below for another way of returning the profile

picture album.

You cannot store the values returned from this call.

Parameters

Required Name

required api_key

session_key string

call_id
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Type Description

string The application key associated with the calling application. If you

float

specify the API key in your client, you don't need to pass it with
every call.

The session key of the logged in user, or the session key provided
when the user granted your application the ctfiine access extended
permission. The session key is automatically included by our PHP
client.

The request's sequence number. Each successive call for any
session must use a sequence number greater than the last. We
suggest using the current time in milliseconds, such as PHP's
microtime (true) function. If you specify the call ID in your client, you
don't need to pass it with every call.
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sig string An MD5 hash of the current request and your secret key, as
described in the How Facebook Authenticates Your Application.
Facebook computes the signature for you automatically.

v string This must be set to 1.0 to use this version of the API. If you specify
the version in your client, you don't need to pass it with every call.

uid int Return albums created by this user. You must specify either uia or
aids. The uia parameter has no default value.

aids array  Return albums with aids in this list. This is a comma-separated list
of aids. You must specify either uiq or aids. The zids parameter
has no default value.

optional format string The desired response format, which can be either xaw or sson.
(Default value is XML.)

callback string Name of a function to call. This is primarily to enable cross-domain
JavaScript requests using the <script> tag, also known as JSONP,
and works with both the XML and JSON formats. The function will
be called with the response passed as the parameter.

Example Requests

This is using the PHP library

$albums = $facebook->api client->photos getAlbums ($uid, NULL);
print r($albums);

Response

The album IDs (aias) returned by this function can be passed in to photos.get.

Privacy note: In this call, an album owned by a user gets returned to an application if that user has
not turned off access to the Facebook Platform.

Example Return XML

<zzml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"72>
<photos getAlbums response xmlns="http://api.facebook.com/1.0/"
xmlns:xsi="http://www.w3.0rg/2001/XMLSchema—-instance"
xsi : schemalLocation="http://api.facebook.com/1.0/ http://api.facebook.com/1.0/facebook.xsd"
list="trus">
<album>
<aid>34595963571485</aid>
<cover pid>34595991612812</cover pid>
<owner>8055</owner>
<name>Films you will never see</name>
<created>1132553109</created>
<modified>1132553363</modified>
<description>No I will not make out with you</description>
<location>York, PA</location>
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<link>http://www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=20022051d=8055</1ink>
<size>30</size>
<visible>friends</visible>
<modified major>1241834423</modified major>
</album>
</photos getAlbums response>

FQL Equivalent

FQL queries take the form: seLEcT <fields> FROM <table> WHERE <conditions>

This function is similar to doing the following FQL query, with the appropriate parameters filled in (for
example, using an actual user ID in place of <uid>):

SELECT aid, cover pid, owher,; neme, created, modified, deseription, lecation, link,; size, wvisible
FROM album
WHERE owner=<uid> AND aid IN (aid)

Error Codes

For a complete list of error codes, see Error codes.

Notes

v You can return a user's Profile archive album -- the place where the user's profile pictures are
stored -- by specifying -3 for the =i« parameter.

+ The visip1e field indicates who can see the album. The values can be friends, friends-of-friends,
networks, everyone, OF custon (if the visibility doesn't match any of these values). This information is
available only to the album owner.

+ You can call this method using a session secret, and not the application secret (for example, for a
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Facebook Connect site or desktop application).

See Also

» Album (FQL)

Categories: API functions | Session Required APl | Session Secret API
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