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a qonsiderable distance.

Q And with regspect to the march themselves,:
the composition of the march, about how long was
ﬁhat? Do you have any knowledge_as to that?

‘A No, I don't knew.

Q Do you have any sense as to how far the
rear of the march was from the front?

A No, sir.

0 You stated that on numerous occasions,

there wag a wholesale movement of the march into the

street Is that accurate?
A Yes.
Q On how many such occasions?
A I don't know.
Q Who' told you of these?

A I don't recall spe01flcally I just don't

1recall spec1f1Ca11y

Q Did you -- do you recall asking whether
these -- how many persons were involved in these
movementsg?

A " No.

Q. bo you recall asking how long in durationﬁ
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period of time, the period was that persons were in
the street?

A No.

Q Do you recall asking whether there were any
particular circumstances that would make -- have it

make sense that persons would move_into the street,
for example, an obstruction along the sidewalk?

A No.

Q Do you recall inquiring as to what the
police response was when persons stepped into the
street?

A I recall being infofmed that marchers were
instructed to get out of the street.

Q Who told you that?

A Again, I don't recall specifically. I
would hate to be in error but those officials that
would have been on scene would have been the ones
that would have communicated that. I just don't
recall. We have had so many events at so many
different locations, I just don't recall who was
there.

Q Were you informed of that on the day of the
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events as opposed to in recent timeg?
A On the day of the event.
Q Did -- were you informed as to who told
marchers to geét out of the street?
A I don't recall that.
Q Do you recall whether You were informed asg

to how marchers were told to get out of the street,
and by that I mean was there anmplified sound used?

A I don't recall

Q Do you recall being informed as to what
communlcatlons, what orders were given by.the police

when persons Stepped out onto the street?

‘A The precise words, is that what youAare
asking? .

Q I am asking.

A I don't -- I don't know.

Q Do you recall belng 1nformed whether

persons complied with orders or requests to move onto

the 31dewalk°

A I was informed that there were at least oné

p01nt in tlme when there was compliance but then

after a short period of time, the same situation
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developed again with people back in the street.
impeding traffic.
Q Do you know where_along the march route --
I don't know exactly.

A
Q ~- the march was moved into the street?
A I don't know exactly;

Q

Do you know over what portion of the march
route marchers were, in fact, in the street?

A No, sir. |

Q@  You do recall that at least Qﬁe pqint in
time there was compliance with reguests or that's
what you were advised, isgs tha£ --

‘A That 's what I was advised. - _

Q When -- how is it that you made the
deciéion to come-to the site, tb the scene where the
arrests were to“ocﬁur?

A Well, I wasg mbving to a vérieEy of
locations. 1 don't'récall if I'héard it on the
radio. More than'likely, mbﬁitbring'the frequendy{
that's how I came to have knoWledge.thét arrests were
either going to be effected or Were.in the process of<

being effected.
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A There is a field commander that's in -

overall charge of the entire event, not just one

specific event, and that field commander is the chief

of police, me.
Q You are uncertain who was in charge when

you arrived; ig that accurate?

A Right, without referring to the operations
manual.
Q Once you arrived, was there any-éfficer

more senior than you there?

A No. _

Q Were you -- did you bacoﬁe the officer in
éharge at that time? |

A I'm always the field commander'buﬁ I
delegate responsibility in these events to senior
commahds'that are on the scene. |

Q- When vou had the conversation'with
Commander Acosta, at that tlme was the containment of

arrestees complete’

A I can't remember spe01flcally but more. than'

likely that was the case. If 1t wasn't, it was near
complete. I mean when things are going on} there is
ACE-FEDERAL REPORTERS, INC
Nationwide Coverage
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0 How much time had passed between the time
you arrived on the scene and when you had this

discussion with Commander Acogta?

A I don't know.
Q Was it more than an hour?
A He had some responsibility for arrest

teams,_és well, so it could have been the result of
his arrival as part that of that . |

Q For what period of time dovyou recall
observing or-being pPresent while the containment area
between 20th and X and 20th and I was up?

A Repeat that. |

Q How long was the contalnment'area between

20th and K and I in effect?

A I have no idea. I don't know.
Q Was it a period of hours?
A Oh I don't know. I wasn't there for hours

but I have no idea.

o) What was the communication with Commander
Acosgta?
A Again, my principal communication wag,

‘again, with Gainer wasg Present, just basicélly
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getting a handle on what had taken place and why the
arrests were being made. I don't recall if that was
coming directly from Commander Acosta, if he was just

one person that happened to be standing there and it

was coming directly from Terry Gainer or not but it

was a discussion about the fact that it was a parade
that was unpermitted and it had been taken to the
street}oh several occasions, had taken it again at
thét location, and at which time a decision was made
to -- to stop it and to take them into custody.
Q Who made the decision to stop it and take
them into custody?
A I don't know Who origihally made thét
degision.
| Q Have you ever inquired as to who made that
decisidn?_
| A No, I méy héve, IAjust don't remember now.
It 'is five years ago. Been a lot of protésts beﬁween

then and now.

Q This one, however, is the subject of this
litigation.
A Sc are sgeveral others.
ACE-FEDERAL REPORTERS, INC.
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Q Now, Commander.Acosta and Aésistant dhief
Gainer provided you informatién about.the basig of
reason why'this afrest was taking place; is that
accurate? |

.A They provided me information as -to what waé
going on at the time which led-to the arrests.

Q Did any other persons provide you
iﬁforﬁatién about what was going on at .the time that
led to the.arrests? | ‘

A It - is possible. I just don't recall.

Q Jéffrey Harold?

A He may have been there. i don't khow.

Q Did he speak with you dlrectly°‘

AA It is pOSSlble but I don't believe s0. It

is possible.

Q Was Commander Acocsta the officer who was in
charge then at that time that you were communlcatlng
with him?

A I would have to refer'to the operations
manual to see who had that area of respon31b111ty in
terms of the overall operational plan. There would

have been an assistant c¢hief who would havé had the

ACE-FEDERAL REPORTERS, INC.
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Jthat led to the decigion to méke arrests and whére
they were -- where we were, réther, in terms of
‘having ordered'buées‘and érrest teams and all that
sort of thing. |
'Qi ~Why was this summary beinQ given.to you, té
your understanding? |
A Why was it being given?
Q  Uh-huh.
A Bgcause I asked.
Q Why did you ask?
A Wéll, because it is part of my
responsibility to ask why the arrests were taklng
place I was satisfied that they had reason -and went

to the next event.

Q Can you’pleaée describe with as great
specificity as possible what the infoimation was that
was provided to you about what was 901ng on. that was
the basis for these arrests°

A Unpermitted parade, refu51ng to leave the
street when ordered to do so, tying up trafficﬁ

o) Any other -~ are there any other reasons

‘that were provided to you at that time?

ACE-FEDERAL REPORTERS, INC.
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1 Q And you knew this contemporaneous with

2 events there on the scene; correct?

3 A On the scene, it was brought to my

4 | attention. They actually brought it to my attention.
5 Q So on the day contemporaneous with the

6 | arrests, you -- you knew that the containment zone

7 | had been established in such a way that it included

8 | nonparticipants?

9 A That's not what I said.
10 Q I'm asking.
11 A But that's not what I said. You weren't

12 | asking, you were more or less making a statement.

13 Q I'm asking you, Chief, did you know, did

14 | you know at the time of the events that the

15 || containment zone had been put into place in such a

16 mannor as to include persons who were nonparticipants

17 | in the unpermitted parade?

18 A No.

19 MR. KOGER: Lack of foundation.
20 THE WITNESS: No.

21 BY MR. MESSINEO:

22 Q You did not know that that day?
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A No.
Q When did you come to learn about the
tourists ffom-RUssia?
A I did learn that day because they told me .

They were not in the contalnment area, however, they

were simply trying to get past our lines and didn't

want to get caught up in anything so they just wanted

to be able to get to their buses but they clearly

| were not in the area.

Q What inquiries did you make to establish to
your satisfaction that there were ho nonparticipants
in the parade contained in that arresthzone°

A I don't recall spe01flc questlons that may

have been asked other than those general questlons

about what had taken place and the people.who were on
site and their senge that the people that they had
contalned were, in fact people who were part of thls
particular group.

Q With respect to credentlalled media, were
credentlalled medla caught inside the containmént or
arrest zone? |

A Yes, they often are.

ACE-FEDERAL REPORTERS, INC.
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credentialled media to leave the arrest zone?

A I don't recall specifically for that
event. I mean there have been instances when I have
done that. I just don't remember if that is one of
them;

Q 'So that even if they had been walking  in

the street with a camera filming the parade, would

'you as a matter of routine have allowed credentialled

media under those circumstances to leave the arrest

zone?
A I did not personally observe that. It
depends on the circumstances. Again, when we give an

order to leave the street, that applies to everyone,

including media.

Q . Were there pedestrlans that were:- 1n the
area between 20th and K and 20th and T when the llnee
were put up to create an arrest zone -- -
nonpart1c1pant pedestrlans?

A I wasn't there when 1t started 80 I don't
know who was on the street and who wasn't on . the'

street.

Q As chief of police, who did you ask, if

ACE-FEDERAL REPORTERS, INC.
. .. Nationwide Coverage o
202-347-3700 . - 800-336-6646 410-684-2550




18219
VLW

10

11

12

13

14

15

16
17
18
19
20 -
21

22 |

164

question but this question is particular. At that
time, did you, Chief Ramsey, hold a belief that all
the persons of the hundreds of bpersons that were
contained in-;he'arrest zone had, in fact, refused to
leave the gtreet? |

A You are ésking me to give you a specific
state of mind at a point in time five years ago that
I can't tell you precisely what I was thinking at the
time. I can tell you that I believed at the time
that we had probable cause to effecét arrests at that’
locatlon based on . the behavior of individuals who
were 1nvolved in that march.

Q Which individuals?

A Individuals thatAwere involved in the march

that were contained.

.Q Which individuals?
A Don‘'t k#ow their names.
- Q  How nany?
A _an't have that off.the topioﬁ my head.
R What percentage of those that were arrested

are you referring to as those individuals?

A There is no percentage that I am referring

ACE-FEDERAL REPORTERS INC.
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THE WITNESS: Any decigions I made or that
I was aware of is not based on any information that I
have today, it is based on what I knew at the time -
and at the time I believe that the people were taken
into custody were, in fact, people that had committed
the violations they were charged with.

BY MR. MESSINEO:

Q 4What were they charged with?

A I have not reviewed every single arrest-
report, however, I bélieve that among the chérges
were parading without a permit, incoﬁmoding, whicﬁ is
blocking the public way, failed to obéy, perhaps, I'm
nof -~ I don't know if that'svali inclusive or there
were somne additional chargés. Again; there were
quite a few people that were taken into custody and. I
have ﬁdt reviewed every single report.

| MR, MESSINEG& Let me.-- can we mark that

drawing, the diagram, as the next sSubsequent

exhibit?
| (Ramsey Deposition Exhibit 9 identified.)
BY MR. MESSINEO: '
Q Did you,'Chief Ramsey; approve of the masé

ACE-FEDERAL REPORTERS, INC.
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arrests that took place there? _

A Did I approve of or did T formaliy‘
approve? I don't quite uhderstand'how yYou mean
that. I 'didn't -- I didn't -- T believed at thé time
thatvthere was probable cause to make the ‘arrests
that were made. |

Q If you had come to a different conclusion,
a different belief, would you have stoppednthe
arrests? - |

A If I thought they were improper, ves.

Q Because you, asg chigf'of_police, ha#e'the

authority to stop those arrestslat-that‘timé;
éorréct? | - | '
A Correct.
Q  And yqutchosé not to stop these arrests;
éorreét?- h
A I' saw no reason to.
Q Let meljuét hand you -- _
MR. MESSINEO: We will mark this as the
néxt subsequent exhibit. | '
'(Ramsey Deposition Exﬁibit 10 ‘identified.)

BY MR. MESSINEO:
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conduct that justified.the arrests that were in the

process of taking place and I had no reason to
belleve that those people that were arrested were not

partlclpants 1n those events

BY MR. MESSINEQ:

Q Chief, I have to keep asking the question
until I'get an answer. You are telling “me, 1s ‘it not
correct, that you held the belief that all the
persons.—— that the persons being arrested were
partlclpants in the parade ©or the march, is that --

that's what you are gsaying; correct°

A I'm saying that was my belief.
Q ‘Okay. I'm asking you & different question
and it is the question I want you to answer., What

was the basis for -- strike that.

' Did you hold a belief at that time that
every person who was a. part1c1pant in that march had
notice that the march either was or was no longer

permitted by'the MPD, either_was never or was no

longer permitted by the MPD?

A I had reason --

MR. KOGER: Foundation. Objection.
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warning that contains the consequences if you fail to-
heed that particular warning. I wasn't there but our
people are well versed in that area.

0 And that standard procedure is important to
be féllowed; is that correct, sir?

A That's why we have them.

Q Doesn't that procedure require there to be
notatlons or entries made in a commander's event log
when significant events such as provision of notices
or warnings are given to a demonstration?

a I don't know what.was”in the manual in
April of 2000. We certainly now requlre that a
record be malntalned - ‘

: Q Was a record maintained of the prévision of
wérnings to your knowlédge?

A Oh, I don't know.

Q Was a mass demonstration. event log

maintained in the context of thisg mass arrest? -

A I don't know.
o} . Have you ever asked to see such a
commander's mass demonstration event log for this

mass arrest?
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A I don't recall askiﬁg.

Q Do you know whether any of the orders that
were given, which so far you have testified to orders
that persons should leave the street, weré of such
ampiification and repetition as to be heard by the
entire groub?

MR. KOGER: I would object to the
characterlzatlon of his testlmony

But you may'answer.

THE WITNESS: I don't know if the warnings
were given thrdugh an amplifiad'device or th;bugh
just human voice without any amplificatiqn..

BY MR. MESSINEO: |

Q Did you make inqﬁiry at the time that you
allowed these arrests to continue as to whether
ampllfled sound was used in any communlcatlon w1th.
these 2,000-plus demonstrators? | N

a -No, I didn't.A I assume that it was
adegquate since.I had been told that people had, in
fact, complled at one point, 1ed me‘to belleve that -
péopie heard what was beiﬁg Said to them when they

got out of the street before.
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Q Did you believe that all 2,000-plus persons
heard an order to get out of the gtreet?
A My understanding is everybody got out of

the street and I don't know if. that means they all

'heard it or not but I made an assumption that ;hat's

the case since they obeyed the instruction,

>Q Did you believe at the time that warning or
notices were given from police vehicles equipped with
publlc address systems moving about the crowd?

A Oh, I don't know.

0 You don't know whether you.believe that at
that time?

A I don't know whether it even came up. I
mentloned before I don't know the manner in which the'
warnlngs were given, whether they were there some

amplified .8ystem, which would 1nclude a car, or the

'human voice w1thout ampllflcatlon is what I

originally said and that's still the case.
Q And who was the unlt commander° Was there
a unlt commander? . |
A For what purpose? There are a lot of

them. I mean there are a lot of unit commanders.

ACE-FEDERAL REPORTERS, INC.
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certainly tell peOpie about their behavior and
conduct. |

BY MR. MESSINEO:

Q You don't even know who gave these orders
to whlch you are referring; correct?

A That's correct. |

Q  And you didn't know at the time who gave
the orders to which you are referring?.

A Not specifically.

Q You didn't seek out the person?

A Aﬁy police officer has that authorlty so it
really didn't matter |

Q Was the number of warnlngs glven recorded
on the commander's log?

| -A - Don't know.
Q . Was the time intervals, if;there Qere any,

between warnlngs, if any were glven, written.in the
eommander s log? .
aA Don't know.
Qv - When the persons were contalned in the
arrest area between 20th and K andg 20th and I, what

was -- did you observe them in that zone?

ACE-FEDERAL REPORTERS, INC,
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with or without a breach of the -- of the peace.

Q So they could be told to move on or
disburse even absent a breach of péace?

A It would depend on the circumstances but
because this is Washington, the_White House and
various other security concerns ehat We'haVe,Amight
be reason to not allow a particular area to bé used
for that pﬁrpose. - -

0 Is it unlawful, and I'm spéakiﬁg of back in
April of 2000, for a person to, with others, march on
the sidewalk provided they doq}t violate traffic
regulations or incommoding?

| A They can march on the sidewaik aé lbng és
they don't incoﬁmode or block or disobey'tréffic, as’
long as they stay on the sidewalk. _

_é Did youAhafe a belief -at the‘time that yoﬁ
apbroved of the mass arfests that -- or'whethéf‘there

were any individuals who had been a part of the march

| and who had walked on the sidewalk throughout the

'entiréty.of the march?

A I wasn't there so I did not -have any

| personal observations. Again, I was -- I was simply

ACE-FEDERAL REPORTERS, INC.
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listeningvto what I was being told at the time, whibh
I felt the actions being taken were appropriate.

Q Did you at the time make any inqguiries of
your officers 6r staff to inquire aé to-Whether thereA

is a possibility that any of the people that you were

.arresting had, in fact, been on the sidewalk the

whole time?

A No.

Q Do you today approve of these arrests and
how they were executed?

A :I-feel tﬁe arrests were juétified, yes.

Q With respect to -- and I'm letting.you know

"that I'm changing - Ifhgve one other question about

the convérgegce center, one brief area.
| A Could we take a five-minute, ten—minuteA—-
is thét okéy -- wash room and come right back?
MR. MESSINEO: That's fine.
-(Recegg.)
THE WITNESS: ,¥es;l§ir.
BY MR. MESSINEO:
V:Q If we assume that Eﬁe police allowed the .

march to step off,’to begin, is . it your testimony

ACE-FEDERAL REPORTERS, INC.
Nationwide Coverage :
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1| the marchers even without giving an explicit order to

2 | disburse to the bParticipants?

3 A That's notlwhat I said.

4 Q I'm asking you.

5 A We would inform people that what they were
6 | doing was unlawful. If they still did not come ihto
7 | compliance, then we would be. able to arrest. Now,

8 | that's not a legal requirement, that's our own
- 9| internal policy to give a warning.

10 Q You are distinguishing in your response

11 betweén a warning that conduct is uniawful froﬁ an.
12 § order té disburse,~sir?

13 ' A Well, I don't know whaﬁ.-- how -- what you
l4 § are trying t§ get at here; .I mean I'm not an

15 jattorney. I'm just trying to answer as truthfullf as
16 possible.. We may not give an order to disburse but
17 jto éease whatever behavior it is that is causing the
"18 | violation of the law. We -- if they faillto obey, we
19 | could make an arrest. We do not haVe'tQ first give
20 | them‘an order to disburse.. if ﬁhéy commit an
‘21"un1awful act, -they could be arrested for that

22 junlawful act.’

ACE-FEDERAL REPORTERS, INC.
Nationwide Coverage .
 202-347-3700 . 800-336-6646 410-684-2550




182189
VLW

10

11

12

13

14

15

'15

17

18

19

20

21

22 |

200

Q Including stepping in the street?

A Stepping in the street, parading without a
permit, impeding the flow‘of traffic, again, stepping
in the street, just so that people clearly
understahd, was not one foot on the sidewaik, one
foot off the sidewalk, we are talking about in mass
moving into the street, impeding the flow of traffic.

Q In this specific s1tuat10n that I ‘was
asking vyou Lo presume with presumlng that the MPD-
allowed this march to step off and begin, is it your
testimony that there need not.he an explicit crder‘to
disburse given to the partlclpants that would let

them know, for example, that this ohce.allowed march

'is no longer allowed?

A It was the behav1or and conduct durlng the
march that was problematlc The —-lmy understandlng
is that in working w1th this group, we were going to
allow them to march but on the s1dewalks, obeylng
traffic . laws and so forth. They dld not do that and

that's why they were arrested.

Q But don't you have'to'afrest the
individuals that stepped -- that violated a police
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expressed by your counsel?

A Reviewing our standard operating procedure
to make sure that we are following everything that we
have in the procedure and that our training reflects
that-- that standard operating procedure and policies
contained within that document;

Q Has he expressed to you a view on whether
it is good or bad policy for the MPD to be'engaging
in mass arrests of protesters? |

A He has never discussed that. That is
something that he would entrust us to make a -- a
decision as to when that would be appropriate.

Q Has he expressed to you thatvmaés arrests
have been engaged in with a poor exercise of
discretion? And I'm referring most specifically in
this éontext to April of 2000.

A We did not have this discussién around
April of 2000.

MR. MESSINEO: Mr. Koger, I'm presuming
that you will object and so I'm giving you the
opportunity here. The chief is sued in his

individual capacity here. All the individual
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protesters when there are anti—globalization protests
that are, in fact, law abiding protesters?

A Oh, I don't think in terms of percentages.

My eXxperience is that the majority of people that

come to protests juét want to express themselves and

not necegsarily engage in civil disobedience in most
insténces. ‘

Q | it's been reported in tﬁe press thét with
reépect to how the MPD conducted itself in regard to
the April ZOOOAdemonstrations, that Chief Ramsey has
no épﬁlogies. Is that an -accurate réport of your
view? | '

A Well, I would have to ééé that. I don't
recall saying that for Aprll of 2000 but I don't feel
llke I have ahy now so I would imagine if I said
that, it would be fairly accurate.

| Q Is theré any. criticism that you have of how
the MPD conducted itself in connection wiéh the April
2000 mass demonstrations?

A I think that the départment'responded

magnificently to that event. I think that there was

a great deal of restraint used and I think we
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actually did prove that you could have large-scale
demonstrations and at the same time allow an event
like the IMF World Bank to move forward at the same
time and I'm very proud of that fact.

Q Would it be fair to say that you view this
to be sufficiently favorable aé to be a model for
other law enforcement in terms of how to respond to
large-scale demonstrations?

A I think that our department is as good, if
not better, than anyone else when it comes to
handling demonstrations. That doesn't mean that we
aren't mistake-free because anybody can have one or
two instances that, if you could, you know, do it
again, you might handle it a little bit differently
but I think that we are about as good as any when it
comes‘to handling events like this.v

Q. And to be clear, you have ideﬁtified no
mistakes that you assert occurred‘in connection with

the April 15th, 2000 demonstrations; is that correct?

A Well, I can't think of any offhand that are
major. I mean I'm very critical when it comes to how
we -- how we handle things and I'm sure thét there
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