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COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA ’
NOT ICE
D. C. LAW 2-153
"District of Columbia Documents Act of 1978" "y
Pursuant to Section 412 of the bistrict of Columbila Self-
Government and Governmental Reorganization Act, P. L. 93-198,
. , Got
"the Act", the Council of the District of Columbia adopted Bil}
' ’ Tl
No. 2-96, on first and second readings, November 28,1978 and
. ' NO
December 12, 1978 respectively. Following the signature of the Mavye,
De:
on December 29, 1978, this legislation was assigned Act No. 2-270,
-on
published in the January 26, 1979, edition of the D.C. Register,
. - u
(Vol. 25, page 6960) and transmitted to Congress on January 19, P
4 . : . ‘ (v
1979 for a 30-day review, in accordance with Section 602 (c) (1) i
' 19
of the Act. _
. . ‘ . . of
The Council of the District of Columbisa hereby gives notice
that the 30-day Congressional Review Period has expired, and,
th
therefore, cites the fcllowing legislation as D.C. Law 2-153,
th
effective March 6, 1979, v ]
] ef
D *
ARRINGTON{DIXON A
Chairman of the Counci

Dates Counted During the 30-day Congressional Review Period:

D¢
January 18, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 29, 30, 31 -
Je&

February 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 13, 14, 15, 16, 20, 21, 22,
Fe

23, 26, 27, 28

March 1, 2y 5
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(¢t of Columbliz Register JAN 2 & 1979

Taa ast?
Sl p!

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

rOestablish a District of Lolumnia Office of Documentss tO
provide 3 oracedure for the praparation and publication
of legal documentsSs 3nd rfor 2ther puUrpDoS2Se

3 IT ENACTED 8y THE COUMCIL OF THE DISTRILT OF COLUMBI Ay,

mat this act may De cited as tha "District of Columbia

Jocuments Acc’.

M s e e e R i

{2y Part IV O of Organization Order Naa'z'
ronmissioner®s Order No. 67-23, December 13; 1967+ creating
(e Secretariat «#ithin the Executive Office of the Mayors is
amandeds:

(1) by striking subsection {x}: and

(2) oy transferrings 3s orovided in this acts to
the District of Lolumpia Office of Documents all of the
powerss duties andg functions assigned to the Secretariat
¢ under any provisian of law raltating to the preparations
certification and puplication of the District of Columdia
legister and a'l District of Columpia rulese requlationss

~adess orcinances and any ameniments TNeretce.

$ | 6960
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District of Columbia Register JAN 2 6 179 LT
}
{b)} There is hereof established witnin the Exacutive t
° “n€
Jffice of the Mayor (created by Organization Order Noe 2. E 20*
dated December 23¢ 1967) a District of Columbia Office of F nur
Documents which shall be under tne supervision and control : 30
of an administrator appointed by the Mayor without regard to ere
political affiliation and solely on the basis of fitness to i of
serformn the duties of the positione.
(C) The District of Columpia Office of DJocuments shall 29
provida for the prompt presaration. editinges printing and : 3
oublic distrioution of the District 2f Columbia Statutes-at— & an
Largey the District of Columbia Register and the District of . ©f
Columbia ™unicipal Regulations in accordance with this aCte !
i

td) The Administrator of tha District of Columbia

; 3ffice of Documents (nereinafter also referred to as

TAdMiInistr3tar®) snall be a member of the Jistrict of

Columbia Bar. Tne Administrator snall appoint such

amployass within the Cistrict of Colimpia Office of
Oocuments as may be necessary for thz2 srompt and efficient

performance of the functions of the Cffice and for which

sufficient aoprooriation is authorized and provideds

. g

N a

: (e} Tne Administrator 'shall be said at a per annum

37353 rarte Not to e2xcte=2d the highest stap tevel of GS-15 of

tNne General Scnedule.
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(F) No fewer than seven (7} funded and authorized

; sitions and the attendant funding totaiing at 1

red and fifry thousand dollars (3150+C00) for salaries

east one

nd
jpersonneﬂ nenefits for such positions shall pe
n ,

msferred by the Mayor to the District of Columbia office
tf

)f oocuments °

(9} A1l propertys records and unexpended balances of

g
%3ﬂrgpriated funds in the Qffice of the Secretariat which

3 ﬁpcurrancly allotted for legal puplications, codification
i e

;ad tne District of Columbia Register functions shall pe
.ansferred to the District of Columbia Jffice of DocumentsSe
! ruless regulationss documents and other materials

il

;ssembled or developed by the Mayor'’s Municipal lode

-onpilation Project shall be transferred to the Jffice of

F jorunentse

Sec. 3. Powers of the District of Columpia Office of

cumentses

Jocupent

f The Administrator of the District of Columbia 3ffice of
Jocuments shallz

{2} supervises manage and direct tnhe preparatione
ditings printing and pudblic distribution of all 1agal
wnlications of the District of Columbia government

including the Jistrict of Columbia Statutes—at-targe, the

6962
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District of Columpig Register JAN 2 6 ¥79

Cistrict of Columbia Register and the District of Columbia
Municipal Regulations in accordance with this ace;

(b) pronulgate appropriate rules of procedure to
implement the praovisions of thig ace;

{C} with the assistance of the Iffice of the
Lorporation Counsel, the offjcer designated by the Chairman
of the Councils or tegal counsels to 3gencies and other
governmental entities, certify tne promulgations, adoption or
#nactment of documents to be published in 3accordance with
this act;

{(d)} €oordinate with the officar designated Dy the
Chairman of the Council the drafting and Preparation of
legislation to be oublished in the District of Columbia
Registar ang the District of Columpia Municipai Regu?ations:

(e} establish editorial standaris for tne removal of
uNnecessary sex—hbased terminology in documents and for tne
numbering, gramamar and style of atl] Jocuments to be
dublisned pyrsyant to tnis act;

(f) excapt with respect to aces or resolutions of tne
Council, reject for dublication Proposed rulas, regulations,
orderss, administrative issuances or drdinances which fa;l to

comnply substantially with the Jublication requirements

Authorized Dy this acet:

£3963
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’_1_"7'?'1 B pistrict of Columbla Register JAN 2 6 1973
® {g) in accordance w«ith applicanle laws procuré contracts
for the preparation and puoiication of documents pursuant to
wia .
chis act; and
(h} instruct promulgators of documents to be published
under this act concerning the requirements established by
the Administrator under this act and the means to comply
Jith those rzquirements.
rhnan
SeCe 4 Egggl_gggliggglggg. The District of Columbia
agministrative Procedure ACtys appraved (October 21, 1968 (82
mn
‘h o State 120%; Dels CoDder S@CSe 1-1501s 2t seg.) is amended by
: aading to the 2nd thereof the following:
wTitle ITI, tegal Publication
“Sace 30l. Definitions-
“For purposes of this title:
f{a) The terms 'Mayor'e "Councilty *Oistrict®s
mns; k
. tagency’s ‘ruale’, *ryjemaking®y 'parson’s *licensing’
e and *regulation® (except when usz2d in the term 'District
of Calumpia %unicipal Regulations?) shall nave tne
( ﬁeaninq arovided in section 102 oaf title I of this act;
e ‘ "(b) tnhe terms *Lommissionar®s *pistricet of
NS Columbia Council's °Chairman®s "act' and tgistrict of
to 1 Columbia courts®s shall have tne meaning provided in

section 103 of tpe District of Columpia Self-Government

. FI6L
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and Governmental Reorganization ACt (87 State 7773 DeCe
Lodey sec. 1-222);

"(c}) the tarm 'Administratar® means the person
appointed by the Mayor to supervisa and control the
District of Columbia Office of Documents in dccordance
with saction 2 of the District of Columbia Documents
ACt;

"(d} the phrass *D«Ca Code’ means the coge of tha
Oistrict of Columbia laws as provided for in Chapter 3
of tne Act of July 30y 1947 (61 Stat. 6356) and any
continuationss supplements or revisions theraof
authorized by act, Congressional r2solution or act; and

"la) the phrase ‘document Naving general
applicapility and tegal effect® neans any documnent
issuad under 1awfuyl authority Prescribing a sanctian or
Course of conducts conferring a rights Privilege,
authority gr timunity or imposing an obligationy and
applicable to the general public, nembers of a class or
persons in 3 Tocality, as distinguisned from named
individuals or Organizations. The phrase *document
Naving general applicability ang Yegal effecee does not
include any acr to be rcodifiad jq the J.C. Cade or 3

tersonnel manual ar internal staff diractive solaly

6365
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applicable to employees or agents of tne District of
cotumbias

"Sece. 302. Comprehensive Compilation_of District

*(a) The Oistrict of Columbia Office of Documentss

established pursuant to the Jistrict of Columbia

Documents Acts shall supervises, manages and direct the
praparations editings publisning and supplementation of
an official lteqal compilation entitled the District of
Columbia Municipal Regulations-(DC%R). The District of
Columbia Municipal Regulations snall be publisned in a
mannar toa promota efficient pudblic access to all current
District of Columbia rules ang rzqgulationss
"{b} Exczpt 3s otherwise provided by laws the
1 A fellowing documents shall be accurately compiled in the

Jistrict of lolumbia Municipal Regulations;

"(l) avery rules regulation and document

¢ having general applicability and Jagal effect adopted by
the Coamissioners the Mayore the District of Columbia
Council and each agency;

"(2) avery act of tne Council which is not

codified or to be codified in the Dela Coda and ~hich is

fOoL 2nacted in emergency cifcumstances as provided in

5966
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section 412 of the Bistrict of Columbia Self-Governmant
and Governmental Reorganization Act;

"{3) every rule, requlation and document
having generatl app!icaoility and legal effec; which g

adopted under authority of )aw by 3 board, commission or

instrumenta1ity of the Districe 2f Columbia: PROVIDED,
That notning in this subparagrapnh shall pe construad tS
apply to the Cistrict of Columbia courts;

"{4) any document wnich the Council by
resoelution finds to pe 3 document having general
apo)icability 3nd legal effect 3Nd which the Councii by
resolution ordarsg to be orintede

"{c) The District of Columpia funicipal
i Regulatisns shal) Contain the entire text of eacn
document to bé compiled under th;s 3Cct without any y
incorporation Dy reference unless (1) the publtication of
; the document woulg e impracrical due to jts unusyal
tangthiness; {2) the cocument IS not itsalf 3 rules
regultation of document having geleral dpplicability ang
§ legal offect but js incorporatad bv reference in a rule,
ragulations ar document Naving genera; appTicability and
legal affect; {3) a ooy of the document incoroorated Dy

referencs ;g available tp the audlic ag 2very public

r L Visrary @rancn in the District of Solumbia and 3t th

[

£367
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2al . pistrict of Columbia Registe? JAN 2 6 1979
relevant agency neadquarters; and {4) the incorporation

py reference includes 3 specific indication of how and

v

shere a copy of such documeant may De inspected and

obtained.

w(d) The Administrator shall ensure that the
v sistrict of Columbia vunicipal Reagulations shall contain
the following research aids:

"(1) a citation or nistorical note to the
original rule or act from ~hich 2ach secrion in the
Jistrict of Columbia Municipal Resgulations was deriveds;

n(2) a reference to wnere tne original form
of eacn rules acte or document contained im the Jistrict
of Cslumbia Municipal Regulations can be inspectad or
copiads;

»(3) parallel reference tables indexing the
¢ sections of the District of Columbia Municipal

Regulations to enapling legislation and other arovisions

of 13w which the District of Columbia Hunicioal

. Regulatians implements;

% (&) major parts organized according to
sub ject mnattar headings Wwith subdivisions ther=of
organized accoraing to governmant agency titles; and

¢ "(5) a comprenensive index relating t2

seztions of the Jistrict of Columbia Munticipatl

., £368
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Requlations to sub ject matter topics anad to the

organizational units of government.

"(e) The Administrator May prepare (or procure by
contract in accordance with applicable ltaw) and include

in the District of Columbia Municipal Regulations

annotations of judicial decisionsse and other explanatory

material relating to any document oublished in the

Bistrict of Columbia Municipal Regulations.

"{f) Each complete editian of the entire Districeg

of Columbia Municipal Regulations may be published in
segments if it is deemed ta ne expeditious in the

Judgment of the Administratore.

"Sece 303, The District

"{a) Tne Cistrict of Cotumbia Office of Documnents

shall also supervises,

Manage and direct the preparation,
aditing ang puplisning of the Jistrict of Columbia
Registar wnich shall serve as the only official legal
oullatin in the District of Zolumbia goverpment and tha

tenporary supplement of the District of Columpia

Municipnal Regulations.

"(b) Tne District of Calumpia Ragister snal}l

CONtain the 2ntire toext of the fallowing:
“(l) every rule, requlations and document

Javing general aoelizability sna leaagat

effact requirad

£3969
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pistrict of Columhia FReg er JAN 2 8 1978

to De but not yet published and integrated in the

pistrict of Columbia Municipal Regulations as provided

oy in this titles
ude w{2) every notice of oublic hearing issued Dy
an agencys
ory "(3y every notice of proposed 3gency
rulemaking or repeal and every other document requirad
to be pudlished under the District of Columbia
cr administrative Procedure Act; and
k w(a) every acte resolutions and notice 2f the §
Council and any other document reduested to be published §
py tne Chairman of the Council or nis or her designegs %
b
n(c) The Administrator is authorized to pudlish in '
£s the District of Columbia Register: :
one w(l) any document reaquested to be published z
5y the Joint Committee on Judicial Administration in the g
Jistrict of Columbias E
va %

w(2) information on cnanges in the

e

arganization of the Yistrict of Columbia governmentj :
n(3) notices of public nearings not published
under autnority of sypsection (o) of this section; 23nd

] « w4y} such other matters as the Mayor may from

tine to time datermine to be of general puolic intareste 1

y 63970
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"(d) The Administrator may exercise the discretion
of omitting from the District of Columpia Register the
publication of the entire text of a document if {1} such
publication woéld 2e unduly cumbersome or expensive and
{2) ifs in lieu of such publications there is included

in the Jistrict of Columbia Register a notice stating

the general subject matter of any document so omitted

and the specific manner in which a copy of such dacument

may be obtained.

Y(e) If the text of an adopted act or rule is the

same 3as the text of the praviously publisnea proposed

act or ruley the Administrator may insert in tne

district of Zolumbia Register a notation to this effact
giving the publication date of ana citation to the

District of Zolumbia Register issue containing the
Praposed act or rule.

"(fF) Ifs after a proposeg rule has been published

initially in tne District of Calumoia Registar, an

3gency decides to alter the initial textr so that the

oroposed rule is substantially different from the
initial text. the agency shall submnit the 3ltered text

3s though for initial publication. The alterations

shall be incdicatea Dy the usa2 of symools detarmineg oy

the Administratora

6371
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strict of Columbia Register JAN 26 1979

n(g) The District of Columbia Register shall oe
publisnhed on at least each Fridays ors if Friday is 2
1egal holidays oD tha next warking days fach year the
Administrator shall publish quarterly 3 cumulative index
of all matters published in the District of Cotumbia
Register during the yeare

w(h) On each document published in tne District of
Columbia Register there shatll apéear the date updn wnich
such document ~as filed with the Administcrator pursuant
to sacrion 334. On each issue of the District of
Columbia Register there shall appear on its cover the
actual datez such iSsue wWas generally circulated to the
ounlic for review and comment: PROVIDED, That snould
the District of Coluhﬁia Register de generally
circulatag after the cover date shownsy a notice stating
the corract date shall be attachad tneretos AVl time
computations based upan subltication in the Districet of
tolumpia Register shall commence from the caver dates Or
+f correcteds the date of aotice tnereofe. The
srovisions of this subsection shall apoly to any and all
sunplemental editions to the District of Columpisa
Registers

"Sace 304. Documznts t2 De

l
l
I
1
I
|
|
l
I
!
I
|
|
I
l
I
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District of Columbla Register” JAN 2 ¢ 1979

"Any document required Of adutnorized to be
published in tne District of Columbia “unicipal
Regulations or the District of Columbia Register shat)
be filed with the District of Columbia Office of
Documents. [f a5 document has been published pursuant to
t}tle I of this act and forwarded to the Office of the
Secretariat prior to the effective date of the District.
of Columbia Documents ACts such document need not be
filed wich the District of Columonia Office of Documents,
unltess tne Administrator otherwise notifies the persan
responsibla for filing the document.

"Sec. 305, Permanent Suoplame

of Columoi3 Municinal Regulatio Se

e

! ’ YAt least once gach year, every document requirea
Lo D2 compiled PUrsuant to saction 302 snall be [
bermanently integrated Into the District of Columbia
Municioal Regulations by publicatiosn of Toosa~Tlaesf p3ges
or other appropriate permanent supslements of the

Jdistrict of Colymbia Municipal Requlations. The index

"Except as drovided in Section 304. two copies of

any document ts pe published oursyant to this ticle

6373
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pistrict of Columbla Register ~ JAN 28 1979

shall pe filted with the AJminisLrator. The
Adninistrator shall immegiately review filed documents
co determine their conformity to the provisions of this
citle and to editorial standards promulgated by th2
administrators Upon the Administrator®s determination
sf a document®s conformity witn this acts One copy of
such document shall be preparead for publication and one

cooy kept for permanent wistoric preservationas

“Secs 307. Pu lication Specifications of _the

"(a) The Qistrict of Columbia Municipal
legulations and its permanent supplements shall be
pudlished pursuant to typograpnical and contractual
arrangements which ensurz that tne District of Columbia
Municipal Regulations can be purchased at a reasonable
cost in its eantirery or in portions of related rulasy
requlations or documents having general applicability
and legal effecte

“({b) Copies of tne District of Calumpia Municinal
Regulations snall be availaple to the public at each
regultar oranch of the District of Columpia Library
System and to each Advisory Neignooarnood Commission

astablisned Dy tne Councila

"Sec. 308. Lagal Effactiveness of Jocumencse
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District of Columbig Register JAN 2 6 1879

"{a) Notwithstanding 3Ny other provision of this
title, an? rules requlation, ofr document having general
apolicability and legal effect which has peen adopted or
@nacted by thne Commissioner, the Mayor, the Jdistrict of
Coltumbia Council, an agencys or othér instumenta!ity of
the Qistrice before the effective date of this title and
whicn is not published in the District of Columb;a
Municipal Regulations four hundréd INd twenty—Ffijve {425)
days aftar the effective date of this ticle shall not be
in effact thereafter,

"(b) Excapt in the case of e€nergency ryles aor
3Ctsy no rule or document of g2neral applicabili:y ang
Tegal ef fect adopted or Bnacted sn or after the
effective gate of this title snall become effective
until after jrts Publication jn the District of Columbia
Register, por shall such ryila or document of general
3policability ang ltegal ef Fect become affective if j¢ js
Fequired by 1aw, other than titles I or IIT of tnisg act,
Lo be otnerwisa oublisheds yntij such ryle or document
of general aoplicaoility and lagal effect is also
published gas Fequired by suyen lawa

"Sec. 309, Errors in Puolicatign

—— —— . = A L ——

Jocuments,
"The Adninistrator of the District of Columpis

Office of Documents shals Corract grammacical or

6275
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typograpnical errors in the printing of the text of 3
dgocument in the Jistrict of Columbia Statutes-—at-Larges
the District of Columbia Register Oor the District of
columbia Municipal Regulations by the publication of an
arrata list or by publication of the entire docunent oOr
the affected part of tne document in its corrected form

so as to itndicate the actual corrections wnich wer=2

najee.
"Sec. 310. Certification.

"Zach part of the District of Columdbia Statutas-—-at-
Larges the District of Columbia Municipal Regulationse
sach permanent supplement of the Qistrict of Columbia
wunicipal Regulationss ana the District of Columbia
Register shall contain a certificate Dy the
Administrator stating that sucn part contains 3ll
documents reguiread to bDe published pursuant to this
tit)e as of the date af such certificate.

"Sec. 31le Pr2sumption Created oy Publication.

"The publicatiaon of any document in the District of
Calumbia Statutes—at-Larges the District of Columbia
Yunicipal egulations or the District of Columpia
Registar creates a rebuttaole’presumotion:

"{3) that it was duly issueds prescribeds adopted

or enacted; and

6376
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‘"(b) tnac all requirements of this title have been
complied withe
"Sec. 312. Criminal Penalties.

"Any person who knowingly and wilfully causes any

Jocument not t3 be published in the District of Columbia

Statutes-at-tLarges the District of Columbia Registers or

the District of Columbia Municipal Requlations wnich is Adm
required to be so publisned pursyant to this act snall sta
be gutlty of 3 misdemeanor and snal} be fined not more
than $100 or impriscned not mofe than 30 aays,-or tie
J0the".
Sece 5. Reczints from_Sales.
i Subsectioan () of section 1 of the Act To grant
. additional powars to tne Commissioners of the Oistrict of
Columbias ana for otpers PUrposess aoproved Jecember 22,
1944 (58 Stat. 8197 DuC. Codey soc. 1~244(i})s is amended oy 3 Reg
Strixing the first sentence of subbaragrapn (1) thersof ang ©oins
inserting in liey thereof the followings: . of
"(l) To purchase and sell maps and to sel1 copies Re:
. of and subscriptions to the District of Columbia
Statutas-at*Large» the District 2f Columoia Registar, N
3nd the Jistrize of Columbia Municipal Ragulationss Ad
‘St

incliuding bindars therafar (nereinafrer referrad to as

*materialt), at such prices as tne Mayor or nis

6377
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pistrict of Coluwbia Reglster oS

Znpolled original

designated agent may from time to time determine to oSe
necessary to approximate the cost thereofs including tne f?

cost of distributions"s

Sacs be Repealers and Conforming_Amendment.

gl e e e~

(a) Section 104 of title I of the District of ColumbDia

Administrative Procedure ACT+ aboroved flctober 21l» 1968 (82
Stats. 120635 Dele Codee seca. 1-1504) is amended as follows:

(L) Dby striking subsection (3) and inserting in

lieu thereof the following:

n(a) The Mayor shall cause to be published the
official publications knRown a3 the Oistrict of Columoia
Register and the pistrict of Columbia Mynicipal
egulations pursuant to titla II of this act";

(2) by striking "in the District of Columbia

Register pursuant to this section® in subsection (b) and
inserting in lieu thereof the following: ™"in the District

. of Columdia Register or tha District of Columbia Muynicipal

Requlations pursuant to titie [IL of this act™s and
{3) by striking supsections (4} and (e)s
{b) Section 106 of titie 1 of the District of Columbdia
administrative Procedure Acts 3pproved October 21+ 1968 (382

State 12073 Dele Codes sSecCe 1-1506) is repealed.

6378
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District op Columbia Register AN 2§ 1979
{c) The District of Columbia Codification Acts
effective October 8+ 1975 (DuCe Law 1-19)s is amended as

follows: ,

(ly by striking Subsections (aj, {D}s{c}e (d), {e)

and (f)(2) of section 204;

{2) DY striking "District of Columpi 3 Municipal
Code" in subsection {F)Y(1) of section 204 and inserting in
liau thereof "District of Coluﬁoia Municipal Regulationsw;

(3) oy Striking the designation "(F)(l)" in
section 204%; |

{4) by striking "; and {3) Mayor*s Orders issued
during tnat Council Year* in section 205; ang

{5} by Striking section 207 ang inserting'in Tieu

thareof the following:

"gggigigl_ﬁgglgg. ATl courts witnin the Districe
of Columbia shatl take judicial notice of the acts 3ng
resoclutions pubolished in the Districe af Columbia
StatutES*at-Large.".

Sec. 7. Effectiv D3te.

This act shal} take effect as Praviced for ascts of the

- ——

Louncil of tnpe Oistrict of Columbia in section 632(c){1) of

the Jdistrice of Columbia S2l f-Government and Governmenta)

Reorganization AcCt.




