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' Application No. . . { Applicant(s)
; 09/920,603 RITCHIE ET AL.
¢m¢e Action Summary Examinar Art Unit
Charles L. Rones 2175

- Th MAILING DATE of this communlcat:on appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~
Period for R ply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY 18 SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.
- Exiensions ol Ume may be availabis under tha provisions of 37 CFR 1.135(8}. In no event, howover, myamp?yboﬁmﬁym
shet SlX( MONTHS frum the maifing date of this communication,

+ Faiure (o rply within the set orwmmpasoammmm bymm ummappﬁwmtobeomwABANDONEO (B5USL§ :33)
- Any reply riceived by the Office (aier than thres months after tha mating date of this communication, even § timely flag, may reduce sry
eamsd patént term adiustment. Soe 37 CFR 1.704(b),

Status
1R Reisponsive to communication(s) filed on 26 June 2003 .
2a) This action is FINAL. 26} This action is non-final.

Ky 'ce this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
clgsed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1835 C.D. 11,453 0.G, 213.
Disposition of Claims

4R Cla{m(s) 2-21 islare pending in the application,
4a) bf the above claim(s) isfare withdrawn from consideration.
50 C!aim isfare allowed.
6% C!a% 2-21 islare rejected.
o Cla;m(s _____islare objected to.
8)] Clalm(s) . 818 subject to restriction and/or election requirement.
Application Papers

" 9)[7] Thejspecification is objected to by the Examiner,

10)[] The drawing(s) filed on isfare: a)[] accepted or b)Y objected to by the Examiner.
A;~pl}can| may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
11)[7] Theiproposed drawing correction filed on is: a){) approved b)[_] disapproved by the Examiner.
if Bpproved, corrected drawings are required in reply 1o this Office action,

12){J Theloath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120
13)[J Acknowiedgment is made of 3 claim for foreign priority under 35 U.8.C. § 118(a)-(d) or (f).
a)JAI b)] Some * )] None of:
1.{1] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.[0) Certified copies of the priority documents have bgen received in Application No.

3LJ Copies of the cerlified copies of the pricrity documents have been received in this National Stage
] appilication from the intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* Seejthe attached detailed Office aclion for a list of the certified copies not received.

14)( Ackaowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e} (to & provisiona! application).

a) [ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been recaived.
15)[C Ackhowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121,

Anachmoni(s)
1) Nodce ofiReferences Cited (PTO-882) 4} Interview Summary (FTO-413) Paper Nofs). _____
) D Novice ofi Drafsparson’s Patent Drawing Review {PT0-948) 5)1L.) Notice of Informal Patent Appiication (PTO-152)
2 [ tnfirmatibn Disciosurs Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper Nofs) ____ . & [ otver .
U.S. Paten: gt Tradorark Office
PTO-325 (Rev. 0}&-01) Office Action Summary Part of PaperNo. 8
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AppliiaﬁonlControl Number: 09/820,803 ’ ‘ Page 2
At Unit 2175
DETAILED ACTION
Amendment

The amendment timely filed on June 26, 2003 was entered subject to rule 1.26B.

T.he first amendment cancelled claims 2-20 and added claims 21-40. At that tirﬁe, only
claim§1 was present in the application, not claims 2-20. Later claim 1 was cancelled.
’ Theréfore under Rule 1.26B claims 21-40 will be treated as claims 2-21, since 1 had

been%cance!!ed. in all future responses, please refer to pending claims as claims 2-21.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102
" The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form %ﬁhe basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitied to a patent unless —

*" {e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the

i Uniled States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, of on an intemnational application

¢ by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent.

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act
of 1399 (AIF"A) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical
l\mefndments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting
diredtly or indirectly from an intemational application filed before November 29, 2000,

7l heﬂiefore. the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.8.C. 102(e} prior
fo thfe amendment by the AIPA {pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)).
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Aop!iéation/Control Number: 09/920,803 Page 3
AtUnit: 2175

Claims 2-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Wolff
U.S. Patent No. 5,848,413 (Wolff).

Wolff discloses:

As tolclaim 2,

’ identifying means for identifying requests from browsing devices that define a
mquefst for specified content data; data storage means storing content data; See 1:15-
30; and processing means configured to:

© (a) sefect confent data from said storage means in dependence of the content
data :Speciﬁed in a request received by said identifying means; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57,
7:6-61; ‘

- (b} receive format identifiers; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61;

" {c) execute a first set of functions to genérate viewable data comprising said
seler%ted content data and first formatting data when a first formal identifier is received;
See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61; and

(d) execute a second set of functions to generate viewable data comprising said
saeleé&ted content data and second formatting data when a second format‘identiﬂer is
teoe!ved. whereby viewable data is served to a browser for display with a format which
depér}ds upon the particular format identifier received by the processing means; See

15:47467; 6:30-57; 7:6-61.
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Asto jb!aim 3,

' wherein said format identifiers are received from browsing devices with said
reque%ts for specified content data, such that viewable data Is served to a browsing
d«avic;a for display with a first format when a first format identifier is received from said
brow%ing device, and a second format when a second format identifier is received from

said tjrowsing device; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57, 7:6-61; 9:28-67.

Asvtoiclaim 4,

wherein said data storage means comprises a graphics database, whereby‘
v ewa@ble data including graphics is served to a browsing device for display with a format
which depends upon the parficular format identifier received by the processing means;

See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67.

As to claim 5,

read specified user data from said user database, such that said specified user
cata fborresponds to a received ‘user identifier; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 8:28-67;
and

select content data in dependence of said read data; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-
61, 9:28.67.

As td claim 6,
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Applk%ation/Control Number: 09/920,803 ‘ Page §
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wherein said information relating to user preferences is identified by users; See

4:55-67 5:4-23,

Asto gclaim 8,
a user database comprising information sérving to user preferences and a text
d atadase which has an index; See 4:55-67 5:4-23;
said identifying means is further configured fo receive a user identifier with said
request for specified content data; See 5:47-67, 6:36-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67; and
said processing mea;ns is configured to:
read data from said user database‘in response {0 a received user identifier; See
5:4757; 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 8:26-67:
and
adjust the index of said text database in reéponse to said user information,
suchithat said selected content data is dependent upon a received user identifier; See

£:47.67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61, 9:28-67.

As tc} claim9,
said serving device further comprises a user database comprising information

relating to user preferences, and a graphics database which has an index; See 4:55-67
5:4-23;
. said identifying means is further configured to receive a user identifier with said

requaiest for specified content data; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67; and
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' said processing means is configured to:

| read data from said user database in response to a received user identifier; See
| 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67, and

adjust the index of said graphics database in response to said user information,

such that.said selected content data is dependent upon a received user identifier; See

5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67,

As iogclaim 10,

+ wherein said serving device further comprises: a function database comprising a
piuragiw of sets of functions including §aid first set of functions and said second set of
functions; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67; and

a user database comprising information relating to user pfeferences. wherein
said identifying means is configured to receive a user identifier with said request for
soecihed content data; See 4:55-67 5:4-23; 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67; and

* said processing means is configured to:

: (a) read user preference information from said user database in response to a
r«acei}/ed user identifier; See 5:47-67;6:30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67; and

© (b} select a set of functions from said function database in dependence upon said
receifved format identifier and said read user information; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61:

$:28467.
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As to claim 11,

| a user database comprising information relating to user preferences; See 4:55-67
5:4—2#; and ‘

- a function database containing a plurality of sets of functions and an index, said
idemi;fying means is configured to receive a user identifier with said request for specified
a)ntefnt data; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67; and

. said processing means is configured to:

- read specific user preference information from said user database in response to
a received user identifier; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67,

+ adjust the relationship bétween said index and said sets of functions within said
function database in response to said specific user preference information; See 4:55-67

. 5:4.23; and

. select a set of functions from said function storage means in dependence upon

said feceived format identifier, whereby said selected set of functions depends upon

said j%peciﬁc user information; See 5:47-67, 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67.

ks td claim 12,

© wherein said data storage means storing content data is a content database and
said ;berving device further comprises a separate function database comprising a
piurd;lity of sets of functions including said first set of functions and said second set of

funcﬁions, whereby said content database may be edited before said processing means
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Aoplication/Control Number: 09/920,803 Page 8
A Unit: 2175 '

a>mbines said content data with formatting data to generate viewable data; See 5:47-

67; 6:30-57, 7:6-61; 9:26-67.

As tojclaim 13,

" wherein said viewable data is HTML, (hypertext markup language) data.'and said
fist a{nd second formatting data comprise of HTML. tags; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61;
9:28:57.

As togclaim 14,
{a) storing content in a storage means; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67;

- (b) identifying requests.from browsing devices at an identifying means that define
3 reqﬁuest for specified content data; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67; and

(c) selecting content data from said storage means in dependence of the content
data ikspeciﬁed in a request received by said identifying means; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57, -
7:6—6@1; 9:28-67,

E {d) receiving format identifiers; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67

- (e) executing a first set of functions to generate viewable data combrising said
seleéted content data and first formatting data when a first format identifier is received,
See :5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67; and

¢ (f) executing a second set of functions to generate viewable data comprising

sid s%zlected content data and second formatting data when a second format
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identif}er is received, whereby viewable data is served to a browser for display with a

forma% which depends upon the particular format identifier received by the processing

meanis; See 5:47-67,6:30-57, 7:6-61; 9:28-67.

Asto blaim 15,

‘ identifying means for identifying requests from browsing devices that define a
reque;st for specified content data; See 5:47-67, 6:50-57; 7.6-61; 9:28-67;

data storage means storing content data; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7.6-61; 9:28-67;

function storage means storing executable functions; and processing means
configured to:

(a) select content déta from said data storage means in dependence upon the
amteht data specified in a request received by said identifying means; See 5:47-67;
6.30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67;

. {b) receive format identifiers; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67,

- (c} select a set of functions from said function storage means in dependence
4 upon|a received format identifier; See 5:47-67,6:30-57; 7:6-61, 9:28-67; and

{d) execute said set of functions {o generate viewable data comprising said

seledjied content data and formatting data; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67,
£ td claim 18,

wherein said format identifier is received via said identifying means with said

requ%es! for specified content data, whereby viewable data is served to a browser for
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disple{y with a format which depends upon the particular format identifier received from

sid Browser; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28.67.

As toigc!aim 17,

» wherein said data storage means comprises a graphics database storing
grapt?ics data and said execution of said function results in graphics.data being read
from fsaid graphics database, thereby generating viewable data which includes graphics;

See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 0:28-67.

As to claim 18,
further comprising a user database comprising information relating to user

;:refeirences, wherein said identifyiné means is configured {o receive a user identifier
vith %aid request for specified content data, and said processing means is configured
W re_;ad user preference information from said user database in response to a received
-.»ser;fidentiﬁen See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67; and

" select a set of functions from said function storage means in dependen;e upon
said E;eceived format identifier and said read user information; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57;

7:6-61; 9:28-67.
As tcp claim 19,

wherein said viewable data is HTML (hypertext markup language) data, and said

1onr€amng data comprise of HTML tags; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67,
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Asto :r.:laim 20,

(a) identifying requests from browsing devices that define a request for specified
conteéﬂ data; éee 5:47-67, 6:30-57, 7:6-61; 9:28-67, '

| (b) storing content data within data storage means; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57, 7.6~
61; 93528-67; :
s!orinég executable functions within function storage means; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57, 7:6-
61;9/26-67; and

j (c) selecting content data from said data storage means in dependence ui)on the -
oonteifnt data specified ina réquest from a browsing device; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57, 7:6-
61; 928-67;

t {d) receiving format identifiers; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67;

: (e) selecting a set of functions from said ﬁndion storage means in dependence
upon'a receivgd format identifier; See '5:47-67, 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67: and

« (f) executing said set of functions to generate viewable data comprising said

seleéted content data and formatting data; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67.

As td claim 21,

© (a) select content data from said database in dependence of the content data
s;pecf;ﬁed in a request received by said identifying means; See 5:47-67; 6:30-57; 7:6-61;
S):28%67;

g {b) receive format identifiers; See 5:47-67, 6:30-57; 7:6-61; 9:28-67;
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‘ (c) execute a first set of functions to generate second HTML data comprising said

s«alec’ged content data and first formatting data when a first format identifier is received;
See |

(d) execute a second set of functions to generate second HTML data comprising
said gelected content data and second formatting data when a second format identifier
is redieived, whereby HTML data is served to a browser for display with a format which

depejﬁds upon the particular format identifier received by the processing means; See

5:47-67; 6:30-57, 7:6-61; 9:28-67.
Claim Refections - 35 USC § 103

* The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all
obvicfusness rejections set forth in this Office action:

- {a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set

- forlh in section 102 of this tile, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and

; the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the

| invention was made 1o a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

© Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wolff
1.5, Patent No. 5,848,413 (Wolff).

- Wolff discloses the claimed invention except for wherein said information relating
to usijer preferences is determined from a history of usage by users. i would have been

ubvi&faus fo one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to
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pmvi(ée wherein said information relating fo user preferences is defermined from a
histor& of usage by Osers since it was known in the art that using cookies or user
loggiﬁg user's usage {o come up with user preferences would enable target marketing

of me}rchandise. as well as, making quicker access to areas of interest by users,

Conclusion

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
exarﬁjiner shoufd be directed to Charles .. Rones whose telephone.number is 703-306-
3030% The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8am-4pm.

o attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supe;&visor. Dov ?opovici can be reached on 703-305-3830. The fax phone numbers
for thle organization where this application. or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7239
for re:gular communications and 703-746-7238 for After Final communications.

. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or

procééeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-

- (i, o

Charles L. Rones
Primary Examiner
Art Unit 2175

September 10, 2003
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