IN RE: GUANTANAMO BAY DETAINEE LITIGATION Doc. 1407 Att. 2

Page |

Copyright 2008 British Broadcasting Corporation
All Rights Reserved
BBC Monitoring Europe - Political
Supplied by BBC Worldwide Monitoring

DPecember 22, 2008 Monday
LENGTH: 383 words
HEADLINE: German official signals Hamburg might accept Guantanamo prisoners

BODY:
Text of report by independent German news agency ddp
["Hamburg Wants To Examine Admission of Guantaname Prisoners” - ddp headline]

Hamburg (ddp) - Hamburg Interior Senator [minister] Christoph Ahlhaus {CDU [Christian Democratic Union])
wants to examine the possibility of taking in prisoners from the controversial US Guantanamo prison camp. Persons
eligible for admission would be inmates who were "demonstrably innocent” or who, according to German legal order,
had served their sentence and were harmless, the politician told [the evening paper] Hamburger Abendblatt (Monday
(22 December] edition). However, Ahlhaus qualified this by saying that "Germany must not become the country where
the United States can send their unwanted terrorists.” Finally, it depended on the individual case.

In the election campaign, future US President Obama announced that he wanted to close the controversial prison
camp in Cuba. The Federal Government has demanded that for several years.

Federal Chancellor Angela Merkel (CDU {Christian Democratic Union]) has adopted a restrained view regarding
the possible admission of prison camp inmates to Germany. This was not a specific issue for Germany, but for the
European Union, said deputy government spokesman Thomas Steg in Berlin on Monday. This question could only be
answered in the European context based on agreements between all EU states. At the same time, Steg made it clear that
an adnussion of prisoners must not be tied to any other political conditions.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Jens Ploetner stated that Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier {SPD [Social
Democtatic Party of Germany]) had given instructions to examine all questions connected with this issue. As early as in
January, the EU foreign ministers should discuss the matter, although a decision was unlikely to be made as early as
next month.

For Germany, for example, it would be an option to take in Uighurs, who cannot return to their home country China
because the Muslim minority there is threatened with appression, Guenther Nooke (CDU), the Federal Government's
human rights commissioner, whose office is the responsibiiity of the Foreign Ministry, has already spoken out in favour
of taking in Uighurs from the prison camp.

Source: ddp news agency, Berlin, in German G000 gmt 22 Dec 08
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The human rights envoy for the German government has urged Betlin fo help US President-Elect Obama meet his
promise io close the controversial prison camp Guantaname Bay by taking in innocent inmates.

In an interview with newspaper Frankfurter Rundschau published on Saturday, Dec 20, Guenter Nooke said
Germany along with other European nations had to ensure that Guantanamo's planned closure went ahead as planned.

"(Guantaname is an American problem. But you can't allow its closure to fail because no-one knows where to put
the prisoners,” Nooke toid the paper.

In particular, Germany should be prepared to take in some of the 17 Uighurs held at the prison camp in Cuba,
Nooke said.

Germany urged to take in Uighur prisoners

A Mauslim minority native to Central Asia, the Uighurs face political persecution in their homeland China,
according to hurnan rights groups. Their struggle for independence is strongly opposed by China, Germany has a small
Ulighur community, many of whom live in Munich,

The head of Anmesty International's Germany chapter, Barbara Lochbiler too urged the German government to lay
particular emphasis on the Uighurs at Guantaname - there is no evidence of their involvement in terrorist activities -
while considering taking in prisoners.

“The Uighurs have a network in Germany. That's why it would be easier for them to start a new life here,"
Lochbiler told German news agency dpa.

Lochbiler said the German government together with other European Union nations should show its readiness to
take in apparently innocent Guantanamo inmates. "Quick action is more than overdue," she said.

Guantanamo closure won't be easy

Earhier this week, a US defense official said the Pentagon is working on a plan to shut Guantanamo Bay that
would be available to President-elect Barack Obama when he takes office on Jan. 20

Obama's decision to close the hugely controversial prison camp located at the US naval station in southeastemn
Cuba, has been welcomed by himan rights groups and governments around the world. The prison has come to
symbolize apgressive detention practices and has opened the United States 1o allegations of torture.

But it's largely accepted that shuttering the prison, set up by President Bush after the Sept 11 attack on New York
and Washington, wiil be a tricky legal task. Many experts doubt whether any of the suspected Taliban and al-Qaeda
fighters imprisoned there will receive a fair public trial.

The German government has long cailed for the prison's closure with Chancellor Angels Merkel repeatediy
bringing it up an miks with President Bush
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One of the first prisoners brought to Guantanamo Bay in 2002 included a German-born Turkish national Murat
Kurnaz. Fle was held in the camp until 2006 and claims to have been tortured. No trial was held,

The head of Germany's apposition Green Party, Claudia Roth, on Saturday urged Merkel "to convey to the US
government that Germany was prepared to take in Guantanamo inmates.”
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Germany s considering granting asylum to prisoners being held at Guantanamo Bay, a government spokesman
said Monday. The move has been welcomed by the United States as it works to close the controversial prison camp.

Thomas Steg, German deputy government spokesman, said on Monday, Dec 22 Germany strongly backed Obama's
plans to shutter the detention facility and said Berlin was assessing the possibility of 2ecepting inmates who declined to
return to their home countries.

"In our view Guantaname must be closed on legal and humanitarian grounds, in terms of international faw and
human rights, and for moral reasons,” Steg told reporters in Berlin.

Steg emphasized that it is up to the US to find a place for inmates it did not want to accept and who could not be
returned to their home countries.

"We would need to, and want to, examine this issue when the United States has made clear what its specific plans
and tmeline are,” Steg said.

"Hf we begin to review such closure plans and take a stance, then it can only be in a European context based on a
discussion with all member states," he said, adding that Germany would reject any "side deals, swaps or conditions™ put
forward by Washington linked to handing over Guantanamo prisoners.

LIS hails EU acceptance of prisoners

The US said on Monday it welcomed moves by European nations to take in prisoners from the controversial prison
camp which has prompted worldwide criticism of what are considered aggressive detention practicies and which has
opened the US to allegations of torture,

Axn opening from Germany and other Earopean countries to take prisoners marked "positive steps forward"” by
governments that had been refuctant to help out in the past, US State Department spokesman Sean McCormack said.

"Many of these countries have previously been unwilling to work with us to either resettle or fo, in some way,
detain these individuals under circumstances where they won't pose a threat o others,” McCormack said.

Hamburg willing to take in prisoners

US President-¢lect Barack Obama made it clear last week that he wants to shutter the detention facility in
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, which holds 255 men arrested on suspicion of fighting for al-Qaeda or the Taliban.

Yet many of the men have languished in the detention center of the US Naval Base for years without heing
charged. About 50 are now thought to be innocent, but have not been released because they would face torture or death
if sent back to therr countnies of ongin. Yet many do not want to five m the United Siates.

groups have cails on EU countries o offer asvlum to Guantaname detainees. German Chancellor Angels

1
¢ has long publicly advocated closing the camp for wrror suspecss, stieaed at 2 US navy base in Cuba.



Page 3
Germany Considers Taking in Guantanamo Prisoners Deutsche Welle December 22, 2008

In a surprise move, Hamburg's intertor minister Christoph Ahlhaus signaled on Mognday that his state might be
willing to take in Guantanamo prisoners. Ahthaus told the Hamburger Abendblatt newspaper that prisoners who were
shown to be innocent should be given the option of coming to Germany.

Germany not "dumping ground”

(Germans have been particularly interested in the plight of the Uighurs, a Muslim minority in Central Asia.
Germany has a small Uighur community, many of whom live in Munich.

Hamburg's Ahlhaus and fellow Christian Democrat Guenter Nooke, the government’s human rights envoy, are
among the first high-ranking German politician to publicly call for Germany to consider taking in some of
Guantanamo prisoners.

Even so, both peliticians have been careful to say that Germany should not become a dumping ground for
unwarnted prisoners.

Ruprecht Polenz, chair of the foreign relations commitiee in the Bundestag, pointed out that just because a country
wants to "get rid of someone™ does not mean that person would automatically qualify for German asylum. Yet it could
be enough if the Guantanamoe prisoner had previously lived in Germany, Polenz said.
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