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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

IN RE: )
)
GUANTANAMO BAY ) Misc. No. 08-442 (TFH)
DETAINEE LITIGATION )
) Civil Action No. 05-CV-2384 (RWR)
)

DECLARATION OF PATRICIA A. BRONTE

The undersigned, Patricia A. Bronte, attorney at law, declares and states as follows:
1. I am one of the attorneys who has represented Mohammed Zahrani in this matter.
2. I have not yet been able to meet with Mr. Zahrani for the following reasons:

a. I was scheduled to meet with Mr. Zahrani on June 10, 2006. On that
morning, members of the Staff Judge Advocate’s office informed me that no habeas counsel
would be permitted to meet with their clients that day. Later in the day, I learned that three
prisoners had died and, as a result, the prison camp was closed.

b. My partner, David J. Bradford, attempted again to meet with Mr. Zahrani
on the morning of August 2, 2006. The military escort informed him that Mr. Zahrani refused
this meeting. Neither Mr. Bradford nor his translator was permitted to see Mr. Zahrani to
confirm his wishes regarding the meeting.

c. On January 2, 2007, I submitted a Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”)
request to the Department of Defense, seeking various unclassified documents relating to a
number of my clients, including Mr. Zahrani. The Department of Defense failed to produce any

documents in response to the FOIA request until I filed suit on October 2, 2007.



d. On May 12, 2008, the Department of Defense produced to me a number of
documents, including a log of interactions between Mr. Zahrani and his guards on August 1 and
2,2006. (Attached as Exhibit 1.) The log contains four (4) entries for August 1, 2006 and nine
(9) entries for August 2, 2006, reporting events such as “received sheet,” “returned sheet,”
“exchanged library books,” “refused shower,” and “refused breakfast.” Not one of the entries for
those days indicates that Mr. Zahrani refused to meet with counsel. Indeed, none of the entries
suggests that Mr. Zahrani was even informed that counsel had traveled to Guantanamo to meet
with him.

e. On October 1, 2008, I attempted again to meet with Mr. Zahrani. The
military escort informed me that Mr. Zahrani refused this meeting. I then wrote a message to
Mr. Zahrani on a form provided by the escort. My translator translated the message into Arabic.
At the bottom of the form is the question “Do you wish to meet with your habeas attorney?”
followed by “yes” and “no” boxes and a space for the client’s signature. Copies of the English
and Arabic versions of the form and message are attached as Exhibit 2.

f. At 9:30 a.m., the escort gave the English and Arabic forms to three
attorneys from the Staff Judge Advocate’s Office (the “SJAs”). The SJAs initially objected to
the content of my message, but ultimately agreed to deliver it to Mr. Zahrani in his cell at
Camp 6. At 9:40 a.m., the SJAs informed me that Mr. Zahrani told them, through a military
interpreter, “I don’t have an attorney and I don’t want to read your paper.” Mr. Zahrani did not
sign the form, nor did he check either the “yes” or “no” box beside the question “Do you wish to
meet with your habeas attorney?”

g I informed the SJAs that Mr. Zahrani had not met with a civilian attorney

during his six-year confinement at Guantanamo, which could explain his belief that he does not



have an attorney. I asked the SJAs to permit me and my translator to see Mr. Zahrani to confirm
his wishes regarding the meeting. The SJAs refused. I then asked the SJAs to permit my
translator to see Mr. Zahrani to confirm his wishes regarding the meeting and to ensure that Mr.
Zahrani understood I was his civilian attorney. The SJAs also refused this request.

3. The SJAs informed me that Mr. Zahrani is being held in Camp 6. I am informed
and believe that all prisoners in Camp 6 are held in solitary confinement in steel and concrete
cells, where the prisoners remain isolated from fresh air, sunlight, and any contact with fellow

prisoners or other persons except guards and interrogators.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on October 4, 2008.
Signed,

Patricia A. Bronte
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NON-PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATION

JTF-GTMO Habeas Attorney Refusal Communication
Date: 3@1"3? Oct. | 3 200? Time: &' 35 am
From:?& tric@ Bfom te

(please print)

To: Mohammed Zahrant  JTF Witness:
(please print) ‘SM ':‘l 3
English version

(Print name gafter delivery to detainee)

Mp, Zaheani,

The -mi(h"dr\/ authocities have told
wre. that you refused to see me. They
Fold me the same fhing n Auvgust 2006,

\ater- learned that they never told

T —_—
o E Lad come to see you. Se + (wwld
YOD ) aF,&f’eﬂia'}’e— ;.[, ,‘{: L/OU LUOUG(

l'\V\ Perscm ‘{'l’} a+
meet wi th m¢:
Thank YoV

77 BT
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y@(_) 0’.0 V\OT

Eid Mobarak.

Do you wish to meet with your habeas attorney? O Yes [0 No

Detainee Signature:

GTMO L-FORM 4 (SEP 06)
THIS PAGE TO BE RETAINED BY JTF SJA




NON-PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATION

d; ?’3 JTE-GTMO Habeas Attorney Refusal Communication
Date: _4;} )\ /,a/:!\ Time:
From: ///‘”) prd L"/ ot
(«/' glé?se pring) -
To: . =T JTF Witness:
ase p{int) (Print name after delivery to detainee)
Translation
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