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Ecuadoran Town a Hub for Drug-Running Advartsamant » You A Hore
- Rebels, Colombia Says

- By Juan Forero

Wedsening, bty 200087

PUERTO-NUEVO, Ecuador — The townspeoplo in this tiny frontier outposs, docp in the tain forest
mm&gm'smwmn-umuw-mmmmamw.mm

Authofitics in neighboring Colombia, though, comtend that Puerto Nuevo is the thriving aerve center for
an clite Colombian sebel unit that helpe koep a 44-year-oki insurgexicy alive by trafficking cocaine
Wmhﬁwwsmmmmmm;mmmmmcmmmmw.
eluding Colombia's U.S.-backed military and creating s netficsome peoblem for President Alvaro Utibe's
govermnment,

The man behind the strategy, according to Colombian intelligencs officers and formor gucrrillas, Is a
rebel opesative named Oliver *The Fatman® Solarte. He is not & ranking commiander, but diose who have
worked for bim say he has become an indisponsable cog in the moneymaking apparstus of the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, or FARC, as the rebel group is known.

ColmbhnmthodﬁetuﬂSohmthQFARCtmmhmtofoocdnclntﬁswgionandow’hehatorg'ed
mwmammmmwmmmwmmmammmi .
The result is sieady financing for the fighting units of the FARC, an insurgenoy that has leamed over its

long struggle how to remake itself in the face of adversity, bedeviling Colombian policymakers and U.S.
govemments,

"This town, what's its history7" said a Colombian intelligenco agetst who has tracked the FARC in this
rogion. "It was built by the FARC.”

The intelligenco officer, as well as guerrillas who trafficked cocaine for the 48th Front, said that the
commander of the imit is Bdgardo Tovar but that the man with the noss for busiriess, and a deft sense of
how to avoid danger, is Solarte.

"His power comes from controlling the national and intemational contacts,” said & former rebol in the
48th Front who deserted in December after 14 years in the FARC,

*Cush Cows of the FARC®

Senior Colombian government officials say Solarte has built an intricate cocaine-trafficking web in
Bouador, operating labs whero cocaine is produced, corrupting policomen and soldiess who man
roadblockz,mdbuikﬂnglinkuw’ﬂ;drungdﬂcldng groups.

The 48th Front, along with other drug-trafficking wnits on the borders of Yeaczuela and Panama, has

become more vital than ever for the FARC after a disastrous year in which top commanders were killed
in military strikes and thousands of expericnced fighters deserted. The Uribe administration’s success

itp:/fevorwr. washingompost.com/wp-dynicontent/article/2000/05/19/ARZ009Q5 1903565_p... $/21/2009



mmmmmww‘:bimoamv.s.mm since 2000, has helped transform Colombia's
military capabilities. » ,

wrm.mwmmmmmummmmuw«mm_m
sometimes noncxistent controls in some of our neighboring countries to supply thoss labs,” said Sergio
Jarsmillo, Colombia's vice ministor for defonse. "That means that the FARC fronts that are on border
arcas have become the cash cows of the FARC."

Intelligence officials in Bogota, Colombia's capital, and former rebels who operated in Pucrto Nuevo
SﬁdSOMMwmpmaymnﬂdmmmmmmbemqutmmm.Mmy
that with much of the FARC repositioning itself in Colombia's south, the 48th Frout's operations bave
bemmzfmadmuﬂngofdustyoutpomin&uadofwwumbiosmﬂm. ’

~The 48th Front docsn't spend time in Colombia; it is in Ecuador,” said a former guerrilla commander in
that unit who spoke about its history and leadership. The commander recently disarmed and is frec. But
ho spoks oa the condition of anowymity becauss his old comrades have placed & bounty on his head for
giving up information about the front’s operations,

'Ov«MMyhmmmandhbsfmmandMuhgwmmwlﬁmmmexploﬁM
wmtshopa,"midthecommmda.whoisinmsoswspemtwodwaduinﬂwFARC.

The Ecoadoran governmeat of President Rafac! Correa says that far from tolerating the FARC, it has
deployed as many as 11,000 soldiers to the border and built new military posts. Ecuador's security forces

destroyed 78 FARC camps last from 48 the provious year, said Miguel Carvajal, minister for
internal and external security. TR Yo

"'I‘hisconmryisuﬁcﬂmoftoouﬂictmuanm,'CmMnHinminWinQuito.Ecmdofa
capimL“WespmdmﬂBomotdoumhdepmymnmmyandpouocwmmmﬁmﬂum

armed groups that come from Colombis, and they want to tell the world that we tolerats the FARC,
which i3 insulting. " ’

Ties to Ecuador Alleged

Resideats owatonvo.withitstwomﬁnsuaeu,mgadyuockedshopundwhmumimdm
the FARC plays a minor role,

"Timow nothing about guerrillas. 1 haven't soen them,” Luz Miranda said.

WMmecmmombmmhmemmwmwmmdme&
including letter bombs and "bunker buster” mortar shells, The local big town, Lago Agrio, i¢ filled with
mm.mmmmwwcammmmmammmw.

OneofﬂxeFARCswpmencommdus.Raaannvodinuedesofcmpsinslmmbiosfou
year until he was killed March l.zoos.lhatday,mduvdbe'smcmombhqﬂghmrplmm
bombed his camp, killing two dozen rebels, inchuding Reyes, and touching off a diplomatic dispute with
Bcuador that has yot to be resolved.

mmsmmmmmmtmmmpmmmmwmm

former rebels said thore was a level of acceptance of the FARC by some Ecuadoran authorities, though
they did not link Correa directly to the group, They described & web of corraption involving military

hitp:/fwarw. washingtonpost.convwp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/1 9/AR2009051903565_p... S/21/2009
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oﬁmandwﬂcmhﬂcnmmwmdmbehwmhmfmm

"To say that Correa supports tho gucrrilias, well, it is undec the. tabls,” saldd the former FARC
commander who speat two decades in the group, "To say the miitary supposts. the FARC — no, not all
of thém, but some do.* ‘ .
Carvajal, Ecuador's minister for intemal and external , said that "it would be naive” to think that
mmdmwmﬂcumwmmm”g?ummmmmmm
exaggeratad the problem and that his country i & world leader against naroo-trafficking.

The Southern Bloc

meﬂlas.ﬂlmh.dmﬁbedcw al’s prisdecessor, Qustavo Laivas, as thepoint man for
contacts with the FARC, - i _

Lasrca’s deputy, Jos§ Ignacio Chauvin, was charged this yoar in a drog-trafficking case involving an
mmsmmwwmym%«mmcmmadmmmmg
tics to the FARC, telling reporters that he had been fricnds with Reyes, the slain commander.

Documents scized from Royes's computers after Colombian suthorities bombed his camp include
mecssagos he and other commanders exchanged that paint a close relstionship with Larrea and former
general René Vargas, now ambessador to Veaozcla. In those document, guerrilla commanders also
spoke of funds funncled to Correa's successful 2006 campaign and recount how guerrilla commanders
wrged Correa emtssaries to permit the FARC to gperate move freely.

Larvea and Vargas could not be reachod for commyent, and the Correa administration has rejectod the
Reyes documents as fabrications of Colombia's government. '

&wﬁduﬁdh&m‘sﬂaﬁsb&:FARCfocmdonmurh:gthemlcmofthdhyﬁem,
& rolo o said was similar to that of presidents of other Latin American and Buropean countries, "Why
mwwmmmammmotm«mmrmm

Bmw&mmmmmmmmm,%@gmm
helped Yevenue geberated by the 48th From flowing to sight otherfrotts m e Southern
Bloc. Colombian officials say that hes créaied & welooming businees enviromment for contacts such as
Cachi, & Mexican who rebels say froquently mage deals with Solarte.

Fommer guerrillas say Solarts improsses Cachi — whose real name is uaknown to the rebols — by
showudnghisinﬂuencewlmlocalauthmﬁeomdmaﬂlwuoe.Andelﬂisuotthconlymwwho
comes looking for cocaine.

"People from all over show up, daily,” said a deserter from. the 48th who worked with Solarte.

"ThetmthhmatmchingOlivciorkﬂlingOIivwwwldkinmeSouﬁmnBloc.'ﬂwmniﬂ.rdming
to Solarte by bis first name, "because he is the owner of the contacts.”

[ Posta Comment

Yiewe ait coramenta $het have been osted about Sie arsiols.

hwjm.wmmmpwmwmmwlwumlmﬁs_pm 572172009
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FARC fordys out of Colombia are typical

By JENNY CAROLINA GONZALEZ AND TYLER BRIDGES
The allegation that FARC guerrillas regularly operate in Ecuadorean territory is not nows to an 11+
year voteran of the lefiist guerrillas who calls himself Freddy.

The FARC "peid [Ecuadarean soldiers] a sum of moncy so they could pass across the border with
weapons, munitions, people —~ all that is necessary to wage war," Froddy, who dofected in January
2w7.Wldeilmm?mld.

But the FARC rebels have been inoroasingly socking shelter in Venczucla and Ecuador in recont
years to escaps powerful Colombian military offensives ordered by President Alvaro Uribe, analysts
audoﬂioialulon'gdwboxdcruaid_Mwﬂuy.

The rebels also have found a more friendly reception from the leftist gevernment of Venczuelan
President Hugo Chévez, analysts added. \ ‘

"They replenish their food supplics, recsive medical care and rest,” Javier Mufioz, a statc legislator

from Venczucla's Zulia state, said by telephone Monday. **Many of them cven have Venezuekn ID

FARC activities just inside of Venezucla and Ecusdor are getting heightened scrutiny afer
Colombia's military raided a rebel camp just over the border in Ecuador on Saturday. The raid killed
the sccond-ranking member of the FARC, known as Rad! Reyes -+ and 21 other guerrilles.

Ecuador and Colombia share a 360-mile border that consists mostly of dense Amezon jungie.
Defense Minister Wellington Sandoval said Ecuador has found 47 FARC camps in the past few years
and captured several rebels.

"When there were [Colombian military) operations on the border, we crossed over to the other side to

&ﬁtfo;?ﬂmtocalmdowm‘?nddyuidinaulephomhwﬁwﬁomﬁsbominsoutbcm
ombia. v _

Venezuela and Colombia share a lightly populated border that stretches for 1,400 miles through
rugged tervein and is largoly without ttoops. Not only are FARC fighters belicved 1o come and go a1
will but cocaine traffickers and right-wing paramilitary squads also operate with little impodiment.

. Qustavo Azocar, a television talk-show host running for govemor of the Venezuelan border state of
Téchira, added that FARC — the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia - had been crossing into
Venczuola long before Chévez was elected president in 1999. -

“But they have a greater presence today, there's no doubt abowt it," Azocar added, pointing to the
impact of Plan Colombia, an anti-drug and anti-guerrilla offensive.

http/forvw.miamiherald.convnews/americas/v-print/story/443007.htmi 3/1912008
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Opponents of Chigvez say FARC has often kidnapped Venczuolans on Venozuolan soil,
- The caitlo ranchors' association in Téchira state claims thet the FARC is holding 16 Venezuslans.

Col. Hebor Aguilar, a Chévez supporter and the top law-enforcement official in Téchira state, lold
'3!0 Mlumlalsmld two weeks ago that FARC does not cross into Venezuela and does not kidnap
enezuc '

Aguilar said those thought by somie to be PARC rebels are actually right-wing paramilitary squads
from Colombia known as the **Black Eagles."

As long ago as 2000, the commander of the FARC's 33rd Front - alias Rubén Zamora — admitted to

The Miami Herald that a non-aggression pact existed between the guerrilias and the Venezuclan

Chivez had already declarod himeelf *neutral” in the confiict, and the FARC leadcrship later bogan to
 Spoak of the “Bolivarian” idoology it shared with the Venezuelan president.

Miami Herald spevial correspondenta Sibylia Brodzinsky, Jenny Carolina Gonzélez and Stophan
Kuffirer contributed mvt)ﬁs_mponﬁwugggoﬁmdQum.Specialmpondm Phil Gunson
contributed from Caracas. Corvespondont Tyler Bridges reported from Lima, Peru,

© 2008 Miami Herald Media Company. All Rights Reserved.
hup/ferww.miamiherald.com
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L. Ecuador and the FARG, in a relationship without
consent

™

imprimir  envier

Muzo 09, 2000

In the last 10 yeers, the Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC) have looked for ways (o
beoome close to Ecusdor through a 600 kilometer open border which inciude wooded and jungle - ke
arsas. The occassions on which they got in, they wers repelied by mifitary and police authorities.

Friday june 16th of 2000. The Ecuadorian pofice dismantied a gang composed of three Ecuadorians who
were supplying FARC guertiilas with munitions. Friday jJanuary 2th of 2004. Nine at night. Ecuadorian
wummmnmmmmrmcmmmmemmwm.m
Simdn Trinidad. Saturday the 8th of 2007. A clandestine FARC detachment is operating in the
Yanayaru area, in Sucumbios. Ecuadorian military personnel destroyed that base.

FARC presence in Ecuador Is not new. Al least 50 times It has made news in Ecuador as the only
Colombian armed group In the country in this iast decade. Some times because they have infiitrated into
Ecuadorian territory, have fought in border areas leaving casualties behind (over 20 guerriiia attacks
have ocurred in the last ten years according to an armed forces evaluation in Sucumbios), they have
recrulted minors and have used this country for storage; yet other times because their detachments

i the jungle or their contacts for food and arms purchases have been dismantied.

Ecuador has an uncorisented relationship with the FARC according to analysts. According to Patricio
m.mmm mifitary issues, some facts beer this out @3 he bring Simédn Trinided's detention to

Lastnmdayme Colombian govemment complained of a supposed guerrifia relationship with Ecuador
mmwmmmm:ummmmmam'mmmmmmmm
- FARC and Minister Gustavo Larea in which the Ecuadorian government assumed a committment 1o
change or relieve from command those military men hostile ta the FARC. Larrea

acknowiedged having
gawlmReyesinmmhwsolcumedmmmehmandmm Uribe and Sarkazy knew about

This revelation drew inmediate response. Last lnG'eneva.lecoMmWGumvoJaum
Wmt'Mhmammmm;%chmlnmwmi and about a
month age President Rafael Correa had said that Ecuador has 11 thousand troops on the border with
Colanbhataeostofappmxknawtyommmodnumondom

mmtwbmm.medmm , last 21 military operatives were conducted to
“m'mmmw‘mmwmmmmb.mem.mm
Smdovalmmﬁomdmat”mapmzmmzow,%mgmanmdbmmwptundmdbwugmm
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Nowithstanding, controls have been Insuflicient, something that hes been interpreted as "benevolence”
"Govemments could have better performance, a more clear position; the essential thing s to cooperate”
says Alfredo Rangel, Director of the Security and Democrecy Foundation in Colombla.,

Dus & radars-inefectiveness they didn't detoct the incoming Radi Reyes or tte sovereignty violation on
mmdm~m:omymmmm%.wmmchm\m
border arees as releif and replenish spots to conduct guerrida warfare, this they have done in Ecuador
andeemeh",seoordlngmegd. .

mFARcmmemacmmem,aeoonbmewmwmmwwmw
amwnmmme&mm.cﬂwmwmmmnmmummu
WbMMWMEWWWMMMMNMndeM
MMmmzamwmmemwmmmmm.Mm
mwmmm.mm«mwm«,wmaomwmwmm-mm
»m«hmmdewm&mmm.mmmmoomwmrmc
guerrilias enter operating on fronts 32 and 48 comespondent o the Putumayo and Narifio degartments
on Colomblan territory, : .

[FARC Infiltrations In Ecuador and other countries, according to Intemationel affairs experts, are looking
o fulfil an old dream: regional expansion and reaching “belligerent forcea” status and not that of "terrorist
mﬁm&ﬁwxmmwm by 31 nations in the European Community besides the United

According to International Public Law, if a state accepts an armed group's befligerant status, that conflict

Co30es fo be just a local phenomenon and becomes an international one. Furthemore that ammed group

can request diplomatic inmunity. *It would award them intemational legitimacy and the Colomblan

?:vemmem Sovereignly would bs left in doubt" according to analysis by Grace Jaremilio, intenational
hﬂonsexpert

mmmm mmmmmmemmmmuwmmmmaw&
Sscciones : | | | ELGran Guavagull |
shumiversnecom | S ﬁimm E.E'I!!Ilnmmmlm
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Refworld apmcn

Tt Ecuador: whether authorities provide effective law enforcement and prosecution
of ariminals, especially with respect to crimes committed ageinst clviliens by
guerritias and paramititartes from Colombla; the identity and location of state
protection institutions; and to whom and where civitians can seek redress for
police sbuse or negtigence (2003 - 2005)
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wmmmmmwg:{mummumcm
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& e e

Ecuador: whether authorities provide effective law enforcement and
prosecution of criminals, especially with respect to crimes committed
against civilians by guerrillas and paramilitaries from Colomblia; the
identity and location of state protection institutions; and to whom and
where civilians can seek redress for police abuse or negligence (2003 -
2005)

mmummmﬁyu:r‘u:uumnuwmmmwmmﬁmﬂ:r
criminals, especial respect to crimes comniitted against guerrillas
paramilitaries from Colombia was scarce among the sources consulted by the Research

State action against armed groups’ activities

Sources indicated that the Ecuadorian army increased its presence at the border following a
mmmmmwmmwwmnmmmmm«
umwmumzsmmos;msm.ms).mmmmm,
the FARC used a camp fn Ecuador to launch an attack #n the southern Colombtan region of
mwmmgmwmmuwm;ug{mwm;nnmm);hm
cocaine production facility was destroyed (ibid.) 1n camp the largest

Ecuador (Europa Press 23 Sept. 2005).

mwm.m.my-bmmwmmﬂmmvammmpmwmh 6/8/2009



Subsequently, .mMnu-mmmmmmmwmmpumumu
a5 around the San Miguel international bridge (AFP 26 June 2005). According to-Latin
*meﬂmkem.moommmm_mmmm Mar, 2005);

the {Fundacién Seguridad y Democracfa, FSD) states
uwtto.mmmmammwdm 2005).

kmmmwm.mﬁémdmﬂwmmﬂmmmﬂmm
diverts their attention from border control and opens the door to anned groups’ and criminal
organtzations’ activities in Ecusdor (Sept. 2005),

mmwmwmmmummmmmmww
attributed to Colombian armed gangs” do not report them “for feer of retribution" (28 Feb.
2005, Sec. 1.b). For this reason, estimates concering these types of crimes cannot be
considered reliable; eteven were registered by the police in November 2004
{Country Reports 2004 28 Feb. 2005, Sec. 1.b).

According to the Ecuadorian press, a Colomblan paramilitry group operates i the cities of
Lagro Agrio, Shushufindi and Puerto EL Carmen n the province of Sucumbios, allegedty
WMYM“#WMWMMMWMM(FMWY
Democraca Sept. 2005). The Sucumbios judiciat police stated that between three and five
Muimmm-ummmmmuummuwmmtmmm

The FARC control a few municipalities on the Ecuadorian side of the border and, according
to local populations, they impose curfews and manege conflicts (ICG 16 June 2005; El
ﬂm%mno)os»mwmmmmmmcmmwmm

There are frequent assassinations in the province of Sucumbios; #n October 2005, two
Eumdoﬂmpemmlﬂcedwd\emeldued(umrui Oct. 2005).

In Janusry 2004, potice arrested Ricardo Patmera, a FARC leader known under the war name
Simon Trinidad (AFP 4 Jan, 2004; Reuter 3 Jan. 2004), Palmera was then extradited to
Colombis (AFP 4 Jan, 2004). According to the Internationat Crisis Group (ICG), before .
arresting Patmera, the Ecuadorian government of Lucto Gutiérrez "had turned a blind eye
on the use of Ecuadorian territory by the FARC (16 June 2005, 15). Sources mention a
possible agreement between former president Lucio Gutierrez and the FARC under which
‘t’lutewlomwwldhmpmisedmttommermc«w.;mmm. 2005; tbid. 12

However, in February 2005, Ecuadorian authorities arvested 10 FARC members in a
clandestine clinic (AP 24 Feb. 2005). Seven of them were extradited to Colombia tn March
2005 (AFP 12 Juty 2005). Between January 2004 and July 2005, Ecuador extradited a total of
11 FARC members to Colombta (tbid. ).

In September 2005, two FARC members were intercepted, among which was Marcial
Campafia, i charge of finances of the FARC Front 48 (AFP 23 Sept. 2005; Xinhua 24 Sept,
2005). Both FARC members were extradited to Colombla (AFP 23 Sept. 2005).

mmmammmtm,q:fw«mmmmmmfmwm
forces, nadian employees of a petroleum exploitation company are potential targets
of kidnappings orchestrated by criminalized Colombian groups or the FARC (28 July 2004).
The article provides two examples of kidnappings that occurred tn 1999and 2001 and added

uutzsommmmmhmmzmmmmms.owmmm
(National Post 28 July 2004),

bup:/fwww.unhor. org/ogi-bin/texis/vix/refworld/rwmain?page=printdocSampidocid=4Sl4... 6/8/2009
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hwﬁ.mmmnajm«awrmwmwm
made in a northemn neighbourhood of Quito (AFP 20 . Security forces
mmmmmmmﬁmmmrm.(wm

Access to a more recent version of the Website of the Ombudsmen (Defensorfa del Pueblo)

: Mmm-mmwrwmimidummWM.mW
provided a (st of the Defensorfa’s offices in Ecuador, Concerning thvis institution, Country
kmmmmm»mmmmmwmmh
practice” (28 Feb. 2003, Sec, 4).

Security forces personnel have had to face prosecution and prison sentences i some cases
for human rights violstions, however, most of the time no prosecution o seivtences are
Imposed on human rights abusers (Country Reports 2004 28 Feb, 2005, Sec. 1.d, intro).

-Amnesty intemnationat stated that the potice courts clatming authority in cases where
pdhdﬂmnmimdm,mmvlmvﬁmmmmM
mvramawmmm;mmmwmmn&b.

hmnuﬂdwm,mmmmoﬁmnmnfmcdwpdmmby
a "police intemal affairs office” (Country Reports 2004 28 Feb, 2005, Sec. 1).

This Response was prepared after research licty accessible information curremty
mhmmmmmwﬁw&mmmhm.wm
#1ot purport to be, conclusive as to the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection,
Please find below the list of additional sources consulted in reseerching this information
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Additional Sources Consuited

Oral sources: Attempts to reach the Ministerto de Goblermo y Policfa and a sociologist from
the Universidad andina Simén Bolivar were unsuccessful.

Internet sites, including: Colombia Week, Comisin Ecuménica de Derechos Humanos
(CEDHU), Eooiﬁm.mmt::mméypoudaaqmdw, Ministerio Pibiico del
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