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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, STATE 
OF NEW YORK, STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA, STATE OF 
CONNECTICUT, STATE OF 
MARYLAND, COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS, STATE OF 
MICHIGAN, STATE OF 
MINNESOTA, STATE OF NEVADA, 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, STATE OF 
OREGON, COMMONWEALTH OF 
PENNSYLVANIA, STATE OF 
RHODE ISLAND, STATE OF 
VERMONT, COMMONWEALTH OF 
VIRGINIA, and CITY OF NEW YORK, 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE; GEORGE ERVIN 
PERDUE III, in his official capacity as 
Secretary of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, and UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA, 

Defendants. 

Case No.  1:20-cv-00119

DECLARATION OF ELISA NEIRA IN SUPPORT OF 
PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION 

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I, Elisa Neira, declare and state as follows: 

1. I am over the age of eighteen (18) years, competent to testify to the matters
contained herein, and testify based on my personal knowledge and information. 

2. I am the Deputy Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Human Services
(“DHS”).  As Deputy Commissioner, I oversee the Division of Family Development (“DFD”) 
within DHS that manages a number of safety net programs for low income and working families, 
including the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (“SNAP”).  

3. I am aware that the federal government recently issued the Final Rule
“Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program: Requirements for Able-Bodied Adults Without 
Dependents” 84 Fed. Reg. 66,782 (Dec. 5, 2019) (“the Rule”). Under prior authority, able-bodied 
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