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Real-Life Adventure Delays Volvo Treasure Retrieval
Controversy Sparked by $500 Milion Real-Life Treasure Find Adds New

Mystery and Intrigue to Final Leg of Volvo s Online Hunt
(IRVINE/ Calif.) June 22 2007-In a twist worthy of any great pirate stOryl Volvo Car
Corporation today upped anchor--at least temporarlly--on the last crucial leg of its
global online treasure hunt: the retrieval of a prize treasure chest filled with $50 000
in gold and a key to a new Volvo from the sea floor. The retrieval of the chest wHi

hang in the balance until controversy dies down over the discovery of real life
treasure by Volvo s Hunt partner, Odyssey Marine Exploration.
Earlier thIs year, Volvo selected Odyssey, the world leader in deep-ocean shipwreck
exploration, to sink a treasure chest with one goal: to create an authentic, excitIng
treasure hunt to promote Disney s 'Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End.' Veiled
In secrecy, Odyssey scouted locations In the Western Mediterranean , finally zeroing
in on a perfect spot off the coast of Gibraltar. They had planned to take the wInner of
The Hunt, 23-year-old Alena Zvereva from Ekaterlnbur91 Russia out to retrieve the
treasure from Its secret location when the operation hIt an unprecedented snag:
Odyssey found real treasure. And a media storm ensued.
We thought sInking a real treasure chest, filled with $50 000 in gold doubloons and

a key to a new Volvo , and creating a global treasure hunt for 22 markets was
challer1ging," said Linda Gangeri national advertising manager, Volvo Cars of North
America. "But that was, quite literallYI a drop In the ocean compared to the storm
our attempted retrieval process has stirred up.
Whlle thousands of would-be treasure hunters from aroulld the globe battled It out to
find Volvo s prize booty, Odyssey struck gold and silver of their own in the Atlantic
Ocean with the discovery of an estimated $500 million in coins from a deep ocean
site the company has now code- named the Black Swan.'
As soon as the discovery was made public, having been spotted depositing Volvo
treasure In an entirely different area, questions started circulating as to the real
provenance of the Black Swan. 

I Was It a Spanish shipwreck? Had Odyssey been

working on shipwrecks in Spanish waters? Unable to reveal the exact location of the
Black Swan/ in the Atlantic Ocean because of obvious security reasons, and under a
non-disclosure agreement with Volvo to protect the location of its treasure chest,
Odyssey Found itself in the eye of a media storm that has yet to abate. Report have
been widely circulated that a court in the SpanIsh coastl town of La Linea has Issued
an order for the Spanish Guard!a Civil to detain any Odyssey vessel should It leave
the port of Gibraltar, putting Volvo s retrieval plans on hold.
When we discovered the Black Swan, International Interest in the find was

amazing/" said Greg Stemm reaHlfe shipwreck explorer and co-founder of Odyssey.
Even though we have been very clear that It's In the Atlantic Ocean outside any

country s territorial waters , when Spanish authorities saw that we d been out near
Gibraltar in March some unfortunately jumped to the wrong conclusion. Until very
recently, we were contractually bound not to reveal our arrangement with Volvo , so
without a real explanation of why we had deep-sea exploration equipment out there,
rt' s easy to see how Imaginations could run wild.
Whatever happens, Zvereva wIll receive $50,000 and a new Volvo XC70. Volvo
however, Is not giving up on its retrieval plans yet and is commItted to exploring
every avenue possible to reclaim the chest from Its watery depths.
We wanted an adventure, and we certinly got one/, said Ganger!. "ReaHlfe

shipwreck exploration is uncharted waters for us , and Odyssey did warn us that you
never know what will happen out on the high seas. They have been an excellent
partner throughout all this, and they helped make this contest one of the most
authentic, exciting promotions of the year. Now, pirate story or not, we re putting

everything we have toward raising a thrllllng--and happy--ending,
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About the Hunt
The wildly popular Hunt, a month- long multi-media campaign developed as part of
Volvo s promotion of the theatrical release of Disney s Pirates of the Caribbean: At
World' s End , attracted more than 32 000 online contestants from 22 markets around
the world. Participants solved a series of puzzles that led to a semi-final puzzle
Puzzle 21: WorldTs End , posted May 31. The first contestant from each country to
submit the correct answer then went on to compete in one final online puzzle to
decide the winner. AI! participating markets were represented In the final with the
exception of ItalYl who didn t have a participant submit a correct semi-final answer
within the time limit.
Finalists were Andreas Aigner, Austria; Konstantln Popov, Bulgariai Erin Chock,

Canada; DennIs Lelfheit Germany; Cheuk Fung Leung Hong Kongi Andreas
Indonesia; Yukio Takai , Japan; Slew Hang Teh Malaysia; Patricta Gabriela Medrano
Picon/ MexIco; LiS5 Johansen Norway; Aaron Joseph N. David , Philppinesi Jarosaw
Nowakowski , Poland; CiprIan Constantin Grosu, Romania; Alena Zvereva Russiai

Wilson TeD , Singapore; Jungtae Ahn , South Korea; Maria Qvick Faxa , Swedenj Shlh-
En Chen, Taiwan; Geranun Jlraboonyanon, Thailand; Karyn Burgess , United

Kingdom; and Deborah LaValleYl United States.
About Volvo Cars of North America
Volvo has been building cars with Safety in mind for 80 years, The current 2007
model line-up of Volvo Cars indudes: the award-winning 540 and its wagon
counterpart the V50; the award-winning XC90; the sport 560 sedan; the all-new

580 luxury sedan; the versatile V7D wagon and rugged XC70 (Cross Country); and
the new C70 convertible with the innovative retractable hardtop-
About odyssey Marine Exploration and 

ZEUS. 

odyssey Marine Exploratlon Inc. Is engaged in the exploration of deep-water
shipwrecks and uses innovative methods and state-of-the-art technology to conduct
extensive deep-ocean search and recovery operations around the world. The
company was founded by industry pioneers John Morris and Greg Stemm. The ZEUS

remotely operated vehicle (ROV) Is the centerpiece of an advanced robotic
archeology system. It Is rated to operate at depths to 8 200 feet and is driven by
eight powerful hydraulic thrusters. The system s cameras feed high-definition video
signals through advanced flberoptic telemetry to tQe surface.

###

Odyssey Marine Exploration believes the informiOtJon set forth In this Press Release may tm:lude "forward-lookIng

statements" wIthIn the meanIng of the PrIvate SecurIties LitigatIon Rerorm Act of 1995, Section 2.7A Dr the

Securltll' Act of 1933 and SectlDn 2.1E of the Securities Act of 1934. Cerlln factrs that could cause reults to
differ materially from those projected In the forward"looklng statements are set fort In "Rlsk Factors" In the Part

I, Item 1A of the Company s Annual Report on form 10-1( for the year ended Dec:ember 31, 2006, which has
been filed with the Securities and Exc:hange CommIssion.
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CHRONOLOGY OF ALL EXCHAGES BETWEEN ODYSSEY
MAE EXPLORATION INC ("OME") AN SPAIN (jncluding the

SPANSH MINSTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIS; the MIISTRY OF
CULTU; the GUARIA CIVL AND THE JUTA DE ANALUCIA)

JUY 1998 - JUN 2007

16 July 1998 OME begins its operations at sea to search for the wreck of the
SUSSEX after first alertng UK authorities that the company
wil be engaged in a search for the British warship in the
waters off Gibraltar. A letter is given to its agent in Gibraltar
to be provided to any authority in case of an inspection of
Odyssey s research vessel. Ths document expresses OME'
intention to provide any inonnation that may be requested and
provides contact infonnation for OME' s attorneys. The letter
also invites the authorities to inspect the vessel.

22 Julyl998 The Spanish General Directorate of 11e Merchant Marine
DGMM") through Mr. Julian Abril , contacts OME attorneys

to infonn them that the company has no authorisation to cart
out activities in 11e area in question. DGMM says that the file
will be sent to the Ministr of Foreign Affairs ("MFA"

24 Julyl998 OME attorneys contact Mrs. Luisa Huidobro the
Departent of Economic International Relations of the J' A
to detennine the status of the file and to offer collaboration
with the Spanish authorities. Mrs. Huidobro states that there is
no authorisation to work in the area, which is considered to be
in Spanish jurisdictional waters by the MFA. She states that
authorisation for searchig for the Sussex must be requested
by the US Embassy in Madrid as soon as possible and that
OME must infonn SASEMAR about its activities in the area.

27 July1998 A fax is sent by OME attorneys to Mr. Jesus Marra Uribe
(Director of Operations of SASEMA) following J' A
instrctions.

22 August 1998 OME sends a fax to SASEMA in Tarifa specifying 11e
schedule and the location of its search operations.

8 September1998 Mr. Ignacio de Frutos of the Spanish Ministr of Defence

contacts OME attorneys and claims that the company is
operating in Spansh waters.

9 September1998 OME attorneys contact the MFA in response to the allegations
made by the Mistr of Defence and infonn the MFA that
OME is not operatig in Spanish waters.

14 September1998 OME attorneys send an urgent fax to the General Director of
Foreign Afairs of the .MA inonning him that the company
has started the authorisation process through the US Embassy
in Madrid in the event that search operations in the area extend
into Spanish terrtorial waters.

16 September1998 OME sends a fax to the Director General of Foreign Policy for
Nort America and Europe (MFA) stating again that OME has
initiated the authorisation process through the US Embassy in

TIlls documellt is conjidential and intended only for the use of the recipieil. It should lIot be distributed to allY
party without authorization of an offcer or legal representative of Odyssey Marine Exploration Inc.

Page 1 of 18
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18 September1998

23 October 1998

10 November 1998

11 November 1998

29 November 1998

11 December 1998

Madrid in case the company extends its search for the Sussex
into Spanish waters. Geographical coordinates and information
about the operation are attached to tlle fax. OME also states its
intention to comply with any conditions that Spain establishes
on OME' s operations in Spanish terrtorial waters. Final1y,

OME offers to provide data relatig to the location of any
warships of Spanish origin that OME locates in Spanish
terrtorial waters stating that OME respects ... the Spanish
government' s sovereign rights over her sunken warships and
ful1y intend to honour your wishes in this respect."
OME sends the same fax to the Director General of Foreign
Policy for North America and Europe (MFA) attaching a
nautical chart of the area of exploration established by the
Minstr of Defence of the United Kingdom. OME also states
in ths fax that the Tarfa Maritime Control Centre is inormed
every time the vessel leaves the port.
OME, in a demonstration of goodwil1 and in order to maintain
good relations between the partes, agrees to leave the area and
requests a meeting with the "MA.
O:ME attorneys contact the Spanish Naval Museum and offer
to have the cruef of the OME exploration provide a
presentation on OME search operations at a time that is
convenient for the representatives of the museum.
At the request of the "MA and fol1owing Royal Decree
799/81 , OME provides the Ministr with a report on OME'
activities in the area. OME also offers to have an expert
designated by Spain embark on Odyssey's research vessel and
take notes on the activities that are carred out (this document
is dated November 1 , 1998). The document is also sent to Mr.
Blumberg at the US Departent of State.
Meetig at the MFA between Greg Stemm and Mr. Cebrian of
the MFA. The MFA verbally authorizes OME to return to the
sea. This is confrmed by the US Embassy.
OME sends a collaboration proposal to the Naval Museum in
Madrd. The proposal agam reiterates OMB'
acknowledgement of Spain right to lay claim to her
sovereign immune warships and offers to help Spain recover
these vessels through the use of OME's technology and

experience with deep ocean expeditions. Specifical1y, OME
offers a joint expedition between the Spanish Naval Museum,
the British Royal Naval Museum and OME to search for the
Baleares and the Ark Royal with all artfacts recovered
becoming the propert of the two museums. OME further
offers a joint expedition with the Spanish government and the
Spanish Naval Museum to undertake the search and excavation
of colonial warships lost in the New World. An artefacts
obtained in the expedition would become the propert of Spain
or the Spanish Naval Museum. Final1y OME offers to join the
Spanish naval museum m an expedition pursumg the
archaeological excavation of ancient shipwrecks of

This docl/mellt is cOl/fidel/tlal and imellded oilly for the use of the recipient. Jt should llOt be distributed to any

party wilhollt authorization of all offcer or legal represelllative of Odyssey Marine Exploratioll Illc.
Page 2 of 18
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15 December 1998

26 January 1999

3 February 1999

8 March 1999

12 April 1999

3 May 1999

13 May 1999

20 May 1999

Phoenician, Roman or other ancient Oligi which could be
connected to trade with settlements in the Iberian Penisula.
OME offers to fund ths expedition entirely and to provide
recovered artefacts to the Spanish Naval Museum for display
and study.
The US State Deparent receives a Note Verbal request from
the MFA for information about OME operations. (This
information had already been provided by OME on 
November 1998).
The MFA confs to OME attorneys that they contacted the
Archaeological Insttute of Cartagena and have decided to
authorise exploratory operations by OME, but notes that the
fie has also been given to the Minstr of Culture for approval
of the authorisation.

OME attorneys inform OME that the Minstr of Cultue did
not approve the authorisation of exploratory operations to

identify the SUSSEX. The reason for denial of the
authorisation was the alleged lack of documentation regarding
OMB' s work in the area.
Mr. Rafael Conde (Deputy Chief of Mission at Spanish
embassy in the US) contacts OME directly via fax. The fax
states that OME attorneys should contact the MFA to clarify
tbe situation.
OME attorneys send a letter to the General Directorate of Fine
Ar (Minstr of Culture), responding once more to the doubts
expressed by the administration and attaching a nautical chart
of the area of exploration.
OME receives a communication from the Ministry of Cultue
dated April 20, 1998 authorising the project presented by
OME, and stating that the project must be in accordance with
Spanish Historical Heritage Law 16/85. In partcular the
following conditions must be met in order to continue the
project:

- The authorisation is only for undelwater, archaeological , exploratory wo
Work.

- The Ministry of Culture must be notified of any other finds besides the
HMS Sussex.

- Area limit: 36 OS' North - 05 OS' West in a semicircular area North
from 36 07' North.

- Time limit is 90 days starting from the notification
- Resource materials are those noted in the application. Any change

requires authorisation by the Ministr of Culture.
- The same requirements as in point 5 for the crew.
- This authorisation is not related to recovery work.
- All scientific and archaeological information must be passed on to the

administration.
- A member of the Spanish navy wiJ be on board.

10.- This authorisation is not substitute for any other required
authorisations.
11.- Title V of Spanish Historical Heritage Law 16/85 must be respected.

OME sends a fax to the MFA attaching the authorisation of the
Ministr of Culture.
OME sends a fax to the Naval Museum attaching the

This document is cOllfidential alld intended Oll/Y for the lIse of the recipient. It should 1101 be distributed to allY
party without aull1orization of all offcer or legal representative of Odyssey Marille E-.ploratioll Illc.

Page 3 of 1 
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authorisation of the Mist of Culture. 
26 May 1999 OME sends a fax to the Naval Museum askig for the names

of the members of the Navy that will be on board. The fax
also provides the date that OME wil resume operations.

15 June 1999 OME sends a fax to the Minstr of Culture to request an
extension of the start of the 90 days. OME attorneys again
attempt to obtain inonnation regarding which experts from the
Mistr of Culh1re wil be appointed to be on board OMB'
ship.

15 June 1999 OME sends another fax to the Naval Museum regarding the
experts.

18 June 1999 The Minstry of Culh1re authorises the 90 day extension for
OME.

21 June 1999 The Naval Museum contacts OME attorneys to authorize OME
to start the operations without experts. It also confirms that it
will organize a meeting between the Naval Museum, a high
rankng offcial of the offce of the Chief of Defence and
OME.

21 June 1999 OME attorneys send a letter to the Mistr of Culture
correctig an error in the dates listed in the request for an
extension.

26 June 1999 The Ministr of Defence sends a fax listing the names of the
representatives of the Navy that must supervse the work 
board Odyssey s ship.

30 June 1999 OME requests a new extension of the operations authorisation
from the MA.

2 July1999 The Minstr of Culture authorises the extension request.
23 July1999 The Navy observers come on board Odyssey s ship.

14 September1999 OME attorneys send a letter to the US Embassy in Madrd
dated September 15\ 1999. In the letter, OME requests the US
Embassy to send an attched letter to the MFA which includes
a detailed report on the 1 phase of the authorised operations
in relation to the SUSSEX.

21 September1999 The US Embassy contacts OME attorneys to say that the MFA
cannot begin the process of authorisation of the scientific
phase of the operation until data on the proj ect is sent to the
MFA via NoteVerbal. OME sends a fax to the MFA statig its
confusion since the inonnation regarding the second scientific
stage was already included in the project presented. On the
same date the MFA infonns the US Embassy that in order to
authorise the new phase , and to issue a new penn it, the US
Embassy must issue a Note Verbal which must include all of
the details of the project with coordinates and characteristics of
the ship.

6 October 1999 OME attorneys send a fax to the Naval Museum attching 
copy of the report that OME submitted to the MFA.

10 November 1999 OME informs Mr. Jose Rodriguez Spiteri, Director General of
Exterior Politics for North America and Europe (MFA) of its
intention to use the research vessel MIEX and providing
the characteristics of the vessel.

This docllment is confidential and intended only Jar the use oJthe recipient. It should IlOt be distriblled to allY

party without authorization oj an offcer or legal representative of Odyssey Marine ExploraJion Inc.
Page 4 of 18
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12 November 1999 OME notifies Mrs. Marfa Bassols (MFA) of the details of the
vessel.

17 December 1999 OME attorneys receive a fax from MFA settg a meetig for
the 3 of January 2000.

21 December 1999 OME attorneys confirm their presence at the meetig.
3 January 2000 Meetig at the MFA. In attendance: MFA, Ministr 

Defence, Ministr of Transport Mistr of Agrculture and
Fishing, Ministr oflndustr and Energy, Ministr of Culture
OME attorneys and John Moms of OME.

6 March 2000 The MFA gives formal authorisation for new operations.
26 May 2000 The Spanish Embassy in Washington gives authorisation to

OME, running from this date until November 30, 2000. The
authorisation is for two vessels, and OME is required to inform
the Spanish Embassy of the port base and the calendar of work 

that the Spanish Ministr of Defence can name the
appropriate representatives. The activity is limited to 12 miles
around the stated point.

4 July 2000 OME attorneys notify the appropriate authorities of the new
proj ect.

28 December 2000 OME requests a new authorisation from the Spanish Embassy
in Washington for the next exploration.

10 April 2001 The Minstr of Culture gives authorisation for the recovery of
some objects beginning 011 11/4/01 and in accordance with
Arcle 6 of Law 16/85. Ths authorisation, has 8 conditions:

- Only obje(;ts ne(;essary for identifj(;ation can be recovered.
- A time limit of 90 days begins with the notification, but there is a

possibility of extension.
- Provisional storage ofthe finds.
- All scientific and archaeological information must be passed on to the

administration.
- Navy representation must be on board.
- The Ministry reserves the right to also name archaeologists.
- This authorisation does not replace other authorisations required
- Law 16/85 must be adhered to.

18 April 2001 OME sends a letter to Mr. Agustin Mufioz (Spanish Embassy
in Washington) stating its gratitude to the Embassy for its
assistance in obtaining the grant of authorization by the
Ministr of C;ulture. OME attches a tie schedule of the
project in order to coordinate the boarding of the Spanish

expert. OME requests that the Embassy forward the schedule
to the appropriate Spanish authorities (as soon as possible as
the project is scheduled to begi on Apri119 , 2001).

18 April 200 1 OME sends by fax to the Control Centre of Tarifa, a copy of
the authorization and a copy of the schedule of the project
indicating that the project will begin on April 19 h, 2001.

19 April 2001 OME sends by fax to Major Diego San Martfn, a copy of the
schedule of the project in order to coordinate the boarding of
the Spanish experts.

23 Apri12001 The Spanish Embassy in Washington inorms OME by fax that
the project schedule had been sent to the Minstr of Culture
and MFA and that the inormation complied with the

Tlts doclI/lell is cOllfidelltial alld illtended ollly for the lIse of the recipient. It should 1101 be distributed to allY

party without authori::atioll of all offcer or legal represelltative of Odyssey Marille Exploratioll/IIC.
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22 August 2001

authorization by the Ministr of Culture dated A prill a"" 2001.
After completion of the surey authorised by the MFA and the
MOC , the Junta of Andalucia orders the suspension of OME' s
work allegig:

(i) That authorization was grant(:d by a non comp(:t(:nt authority.
(ii) The authorization is not valid since it was granted for a concrete point
and not for the 12 mil(:s around this point.

The basis for the fiding is:
(a) Art.6a of law 16/85 states that ev(:ry region has jurisdiction over its
heritage.
(b) Art.6b says that the c(:ntral administrtion is assumed to be mentioned
in the Article.
(c) Art. 52 Ley 1/91 of the Historical Heritage of Andalusia gives authority
to the Ministry of Cultur(: in those cases in Andalusian terrtory or waters.
(d) Regulations of the Administative Organisation of the Historical
Heritage of Andalusia states that authority to grant authorisation is with the
Director General of Cultural Goods
The Spanish Embassy in Washigton inorms OME that the
Ministt of Cultue had assumed competence in this matter on
the basis of public interest since the cannon was found in
waters under dispute, and that Ministr of Culture, not the
Junta of Andalucia has competence in the matter.
A meetig is held in Cadiz between OME attorney and the
Junta de Andalucfa (Mr. Manuel Garcfa Leon and Mr.
Fernando Valverde Cuevas). The Junta states that OME only
needs a valid authorization to restart with its work.
OME inonns the Junta de Andalucfa that the vessel
MIEX, has not cared out underwater archaeological
activities yet and the operations up to ths moment have not
involved any physical activities except at fue location
authorized by fue Minstr of Cultue (April \ 2001).

OME also states that the work performed in the 12 miles
around ths location was perfoD11ed m light of the
authorization of the Ministr of Culture and the Spansh
Embassy in Washington.
In relation to archaeological coordination, OME provides the
name of fue archaeologist appointed by the United Kingdom
and states that Mr. Ivan Negueruela was appointed by the
Spanish Milstr of Cultue to determine if further
archaeological experts are needed.
OME delivers a report to Mr. Felix Valdez of the Spansh
Embassy in Washington on the recovered items that were left
In the custody of Dr. Ivan Negueruela of the Marine

Archaeological Institute of Cartagena.
A detailed Report on the archaeological activities is delivered
to Mr. David Beltran of the Spanish Embassy in Washington
to be sent to proper authorities in Madrid.

eement of the Council of Ministers on Se tember 21 2001.
The Cabinet maintains the resolution it passed on April 10
2001 authorizing the extraction work by OME off the coast of
Andalusia. The authorization is to be communicated to the
Junta of Andalusia as the Constitution reserves to the State
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20 November 2002

21 November 2002

28 November 2002

12 December 2002

13 December 2002

14 May 2003

31 July 2003

26 November 2004

exclusively, matters of international relations. The Cabinet
notes that OME, on or before April 10 had already obtained
auilorization from the Gibraltarian authorities for the part of
the project to be conducted in waters ilat are in dispute with
regard to the sovereignty of Gibraltar and which raised "issues
of foreign relations with the United Kingdom." The
governent reiterates ilat as ile OME project " affects
disputed waters in ile Straits of Gibraltar; it affects
international relations and the foreign policy of ile State
directly
O:M sends a fax to ile Naval Museum of Madrd to inform
ile Museum about the expedition and to offer its cooperation.
OME also proposes a meeting at ile beginng of December
between Mr. Fernando Riafio Lozano of ile Naval Museum
and OME.
O:M sends a fax to Mr. Julian Martinez Garcia of the Junta de
Andalusia proposing a meetig with Mr. Greg Stemm of
O:M, in Andalucia, at the convenience of ile representatives
of the Junta. Mr. Stemm offers to provide infoffation on the
status of Sussex project and to offer information on Punic and
Roman shipwrecks that have been located during exploration
by OMB. Mr. Stemm also offers to make a presentation on the
archaeological work conducted by O:M usig robots and the
archaeological sites that have been located in the zone.
OME attorneys fax the Delegate for Culture of the Junta de
Andalusia, Ms. Carmen Calvo, and include a copy of the fax
sent to Mr. Julian Martez Garcia on November 21 , 2002.
The Delegate for Cultue of the Junta de Andalucia responds
that they are discussing the project with the Directorate of

Cultural Assets. They are waitig for an answer from this
division and win be in contact with OME after they receive an
answer.
Newspapers publish an interview with Ms. Carmen Calvo
Delegate for Cultue of the Junta de Andalucia in which she
states that authorization should have been granted by the Junta
and that the Junta win grant the next one.
At the request of OMB, a meetig is held with Mr. Roman
Fernandez and Ms. Carmen Garcia Rivera of the Junta 
which it is agreed that OME wil submit a fonnal proposal
regarding the SUSSEX and other possible activities in the
Alboran Sea.
O:M attorneys send a fax to Mr. Maximi1ano Vi1chez,
Subsecretary of the Governent to set up a meeting in order to
present the SUSSEX project.
OME is inormed ilat the Director of Underwater Heritage Mr.
Juan Munoz de la Borde, had complained that the Spanish
Embassy in Washigton had not received any information

about OME' s resumption of activities. On this same date
OME infonned Mr. Juan Mufioz de la Borde that a formal
communication about the resumption of the activities was sent
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29 November 2004

31 December 2004

14 January 2005

20 January 2005

28 January 2005

by the US State Deparent to the Spansh Governent and
thereafter the Spanish Governent acknowledged receipt of
this commurrcation.
OME sends information about reports to Tarifa Ship Traffc
control to Mr. Juan Luis Munoz de Laborde.
The British Governent sends a letter to Mr. Jose Pons of the
Spanish Foreign Relations offce responding to question posed
by Mr. Pons on December 29 , 2004 in relation to the

SUSSEX. The letter states tbat the British governent granted
OME the right to rescue in regard to the Sussex, a British
military ship which sank in 1694 in the Straits of Gibraltar.
OME began investigating the location of the sUIen ship at the
beginning of December, 2004 and assures that it wil 
working in international waters and that the ship is indeed the
Sussex.
OME plans to bring its larger ship, the Odyssey Explorer, to
the project zone in February of 2005 to begi excavation. It is
estiated that the preliminary excavation wil take two to three
months, although it could take more if the ship is scattered at
the bottom of the sea. OME wil unload any objects found in
the excavation in Gibraltar for commercial reasons and

because any artfacts presumed to be from the Sussex would be
UK propert under OME' s agreement with the UK MOD.
The letter also indicates that OME wil be providing further
inormation about the project to the Minstr and the British
governent is also willing to answer any questons about the
project.
The General Director of Exterior Politics for Europe and Nort
America (MA) Mr Jose Pons inorms OME that the
authorization had expued and that OME would have to
immediately submit an archaeological report and a summary of
its activities in 2002.
In response to these requests OME insists that all the requested
documentation has already been submitted and also pointed
out, 11at an Intermediate Archaeological Report of September
2001 was provided to the Spanish Embassy in Washington and
the Minstr of Defence in the UK, with evidence 11at one of
the shipwrecks is the SUSSEX, which resulted in fmal

agreement with the UK on 06/1 0/2002. OME also pointed out
that the Control Centre of Tarifa was informed daily when
OME' s ships left the port and it was informed 30 days before
the restartng of OME's operation to enable Tarifa to organze
traffc accordingly. OME also noted that Spain was inormed
about the restart of the operation through diplomatic chmmels
and OME has always stated that if 11e shipwreck identified as
the SUSSEX turns out to be a Spansh vessel they will
immediately inform the Spanish au11orities.
OME sends a copy of its letter to Mr. Pons of the MFA
requestig the cooperation of Spain with all of the plans and
projects.
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5 April 2005

OMEattorney attends a meeting with Mr. J ase Pons of the
MFA. In ths meetig the .MA express concern about what
might happen if the shipwreck turns out not be the SUSSEX.
Mr. Pons notes while there is Dot an agreement on some points
there is no quarrel. The origial letter is requested and wil be
sent to the Ministr of Cultue for their opinion. Mr Pons
represents that there should not be a problem with the
penmsslOD.
OME' s attorney sends Mr. Jose Pons (MA) a fax inorming
him that OME would be restartng its expedition. A copy of
the fax sent to the Control Centre of Tarifa infonning it of its
temporal and geographic coordinates is attched to the fax to
Mr. Pons.

OME' s attorneys send a fax to Guardia Civil offcials in
Algeciras announcing the restart of OME' s operations. The
vessels involved in these operations wil be ODYSSEY
EXPLORER and RV ODYSSEY. Guardia Civil offcials in
AlgeciIas are also informed that the Spanish governent is
aware of the operations.
Meetig in the MFA attended by OME attorneys, Mr. Jose
Pons, Mr. Manuel de la Camara and Mr. Santiago Chamarro of
the MFA and Mr. Peter Spoor of the UK Embassy. In this
meeting the MFA maintains that the waters at issue are not
international waters as they are considered waters under
dispute and additionally, Spain 11as not made any decision yet
about the shipwreck and consequently, OME canot start its
operations.
Meering attended by OME attorneys and Mr. Luis Lafuente of
the Ministr of Culture. In ths meeting Spain asks that OME
temporarily cease operation so that Sr. Luis Lafuente may
conduct research in the Spansh governent on several issues
including: Spain s interest in the archaeology of the Sussex,
proposing a protocol for Spain s involvement with shipwrecks
that OME might find that are associated with Spanish
heritage, to determine the competent authority for the
supervision of Spain s involvement with any shipwrecks OME
finds, the development of a policy with the UK and the US for
the management of sovereign warships. The Minstr of
Culture also asks for a courtesy statement from the UK statig
that they believe that the Sussex is UK propert.
OME sends a letter to Mr. Luis Lafuente (MoC) summarizing
the meetig held on March 2005 (Exhibit E-l) The
sUDUmy of the meetig includes recommended actions on
several aspects of the discussions, including the temporar
suspension of OME activities so that Spain can resolve a
number of issues including Spain s interest in participating in
the Sussex operations. OME states that it wil unilaterally
cease its activities for 15 days.
OME attorneys send a copy of the letter April letter sent to
Mr. Lafuente to Mr. Jose Pons (MFA). This cover letter to Mr.

3 February 2005

15 March 2005

17 March 2005

21 March 2005

27 March 2005

1 April 2005
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18 August 2005

Pons indicates that OME IS lookig forward to new
cooperation between Spain and the company and through
OME' s willingness to voluntarily delay operations it wil allow
the partes to fmd a common framework for collaboration.
Telephone conversation between OME attorneys and Mr.
Lafuente in which Mr. Lafuente indicates that he had spoken
with the Junta de Andalusia and that it was possible that there
might be a future meetig to break the deadlock in the
negotiations. He further states that the Junta s big concern is
whether the shipwreck really is the SUSSEX and they want
archaeological experts on board in order to determe ths.
Meeting is held in Seville between representatives of the
United States, the United Kingdom, the Junta de Andalucia
and OMB.
OME attorneys send an e-mail to Ms. Cannen Garcia attaching
the letter addressed to the Junta relatig to the meeting held on
17'h May 2005 for ber approval.
OME sends a letter to the Junta de Andalusia regarding the
meetig held on May 2005. In this letter OME thanks the
Junta for meeting with OME and sets out a proposed
cooperation on the Protection and Investigation of Anda!usia
Deep Ocean cultual Heritage. OME explains that it has
located a number of shipwrecks in the deep waters off
Andalusia and some are sites of great archaeological
importnce. OME proposes to provide funding for
archaeological work on these sites to be undertaken in
cooperation with an Andalusia archaeological instirutions and
inter alia OME to provide US$500 000 in funding by
supplying a ship, ROV, techncians etc for approximately 20
days and thereafter provide $50 000 in conservation services
for any arefacts. The letter contiues with furter inormation
to tr to satisfy the requirements of the Junta expressed in the
meetig of the l7May.
The Spanish Ministr of Culture sends a fax to the MFA
statig that they and the Junta want to be sure that the
shipwreck is the SUSSEX, and therefore an archaeologist from
the Junta wil be on board the vessel with direct access to the
evidence. lfthe shipwreck is in fact the SUSSEX the Junta wil
cooperate with OME and the United Kingdom, to allow the
necessary work - including work in Spanish waters if that is
where the Sussex is found - with an archaeologist appointed by
the Junta. The Ministr of Culture does not authorise
excavation of the shipwreck and all work must conform to
standards set by the Junta. Once all the work involved in
identifyng the SUSSEX ends, all documentation must be
provided to the Junta.
E-mail from the State Departent of the USA to OME and its
attorneys stating that the US embassy in Madrid has received a
Note Verbal from the MFA dated Ju1y 28 , 2005 responding to
the Note Verbal from the US embassy dated March 2 , 2005.

25 April 2005

17 May 2005

6 June 2005

16 June 2005

28 July 2005
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24/25/29 August 2005

1 September 2005

2 September 2005

8 September 2005

27 September 2005

28 September 2005

30 September 2005

12 November 2005

The MFA states in its note that:

Spai acknowledges that shipwrecks of State Ships that are
properly identified belong to the flag state.
The waters of Gibraltar are Spanish and the United
Kingdom has no right to them (A nautical char of the
Spansh Hydrographical Institute is attached).
TIle MFA authorises an expedition to identifY the shipwreck
provided that Spansh archaeologists take par in the
expedition. Once the work of identig the shipwreck
ends, 01\ must ask for a new arangement though
diplomatic chanels, enclosing an archaeologica1 proposal
for the extrction of the archaeological remains.

During this time period OME attorneys contact the Junta
several ties to request that it appoint an archaeologist.
OME attorneys contact Ms. Caren Rivera who, in order to

appoint the archaeologist, demands a document providing the
following infoDTation:

Description ofthc archaeological works.

Port where the archaeologist wi1 embark.
Schedule of the work.
Date of the beginning of the work and its length.

Finally, Ms. CaDTen Rivera demands a copy of the Note
Verbal of the MFA to the USA embassy in Madrid.
A copy of the Note Verbal from MFA is sent to the Junta by
OME attorney through the US Embassy in Madrid. OMB'
attorney is infonned that the MFA interpretation of the text of
the Spanish Note Verbal of the 2 d September 2005 it is clear

that ths is not conditional upon the appointment of the
archaeologists on behalf of the Junta of Andalusia
OME attorneys send a letter to Mr. Jesus Romero Benitez, the
General Director of Cultural Heritage of the Junta de

Andalusia, with the infonnation demanded by Ms. Carmen
Rivera.
OME attorneys send a fax to Mr. Jesus Romero Benitez, the
General Director of Cultural Heritage of the Junta de

Andalusia, askig agam for the appointment of an
archaeologist
Mr. Jesus Romero Benitez, General Director of Cultural
Heritage of the ' Junta de Andalusia, sends a letter dated
26/09/05 statig that an archaeologist will not be appointed
because of the unclear status of the project He will appoint an
archaeologist once an adminstrative authorisarion to carr out
the work is obtained according to the requirements stated in
the respective Spanish and Andalusia Cultural Heritage Acts.
The Junta de Andalusia publishes a press release denyig that
an agreement has been reached to appoint an archaeologist.
The Ministr of Culture addresses a letter to OME attorneys
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14 November 2005

14 November 2005

17 November 2005

17 November 2005

17 November 2005

23 November 2005

28 November 2005

30 November 2005

complaining that OME has restarted its work without the
necessary authorisation from the Junta de Andalusia as
required by the Spanish and Andalusian Cultural Heritage
Acts
OME attorneys inonn Mr. Jose Pons, General Director of
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of the MFA that OME
intends to restart the expedition. The fax sent to Talifa Control
Centre from OME is attched to this communication.
OME sends a letter to the Ministr of Culture enclosing a
proposal to recover the archaeological remains.
On the same date , OME attorneys send an e-mail to Mr. Pons
stating that OME has infonned the Tanfa Control Centre on
the work that the OME win be carrng out.
OME attorneys receive a fax from the Harbour Master Offce
of Algeciras stating that tlley have received an order ITom the
Junta de Andalusia requiring OME to imediately stop its
works in the zone (13 miles) as an archaeologist has not been
appointed by the Junta. It also states that in order for an
archaeologist to board the ship, OME must have the necessary
authorization for the project from the Junta de Andalusia.
OME attorneys inform the Harbour Master Offce of Algeciras
that the MFA has authorised the expedition without a Spansh
archaeologist on board. according to MFA' s Note Verbal
addressed to the US embassy in Madrd.
A copy of the letter from the Junta de Andalusia dated 28
September 2005 and a copy of the most recent correspondence
between OME and the Junta are sent to Mr. Jose Pons.
The Mistr of Cultue sends a fax to Mr Manuel de la
Camara with "the position of the Ministry of Culture and the
Junta of Andalucia in relation to the activities of the company
OME on the Sussex" and attches a fax from the Ministt 
Foreign Affairs to Mr Pedro Moya Milanes member of the
Council of the Presidency of the Junta of Andalucia of the
same date which makes it clear that the MFA properly granted
permission to OME since they were following the instrctions
of the Minstr of Culture and that furtermore, it was the
responsibility of the Mistr of Cultue to sort out the issue
with the Junta. (See Exhbit 

OME voluntarily suspends work so that the MFA can resolve
the confsion with the Junta.
OME attorneys are informed that the MFA has contacted Mr.
Pedro Moya, the person at the Junta who is in charge of the
OME matter, and the person whom OME attorneys have tred
to contact in order to obtain the appointment of archaeologists
to join the expedition.
OME attorneys contact Mr. Manuel de la Camara who requests
a letter from OME to Mr. Jesus Romero Benitez addressing the
following points:
- TIle dates in Januar when the work wil be cared out.
- A statement from the company stating that the aim of the
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expedition is to identi the shipwreck.
- An explanation of the work perfonned to identify the shipwreck.
- The area where the work will be cared out.
- Another reauest to the Junta to appoint an archaeologist.

1 December 2005 Following the Junta s suggestion , OME attorneys send a letter
to Mr. Jesus Romero Benitez again providing the information
requested. OME indicates that all of this information had
already been provided by OME to different Miistres and
Administrtions in the past.
The letter is addressed to Mr. Romero, the Mins1r of Culture
and to the MFA, as well as the US embassy in Madrd.

2 December 2005 The Junta answers OME with the same letter it sent on
September 28

9 December 2005 OME representatives send a fax to Mr. Pons (MFA) attachig
the notifcation made on 07/12/05 to the Tarifa Maritime
Control Centre on the work that OME will be performing in
the area. As in the past (every time OME left to operate in the
area) the information sent to Tarifa included the characteristics
of the ship, geographic coordinates, and the schedule of the
operations to be conducted on the expedition.

10 January 2006 OME is required to abandon the area and information on the
ship s Master, Mr. Keith Herron , is taken by the Guardia Civil.

11 January 2006 A summons is issued for the crime of serious disobedience by
the Spanish authorities for the Master, Keith Herron, who is
requested to appear before the Guardia Civi de A1geciras on
January 12th, 2006. This summons is based on Odyssey
conducting operations that had been lJreviously authorized.

11 January 2006 The Junta de Andalusia publishes an offcial press release
stating that OME has no authorisation to operate in the area
because archaeologists have not been appointed to the project
that the Junta is the only competent authority in the matter, and

that the Junta has informed OME of its lack of authorisation.
16 January 2006 OME attorneys receive a fax fTOm the Police, accompanied by

a citation for Captain Mr. Keith Herron from the Court of
Instrction Number 3 of La Linea de la Concepcion. The
appearance is set for January 18 , 2006.

19 January 2006 OME attorneys send a fax to Mr. Jesus Romero Benitez of the 

Junta attaching once more an invitation from OME for Spanish
archaeologists to embark on the project.

19 January 2006 OME attorney sends a letter by fax to Mr. Chavez, President of
Andalusia requestig a meeting to resolve the issue of the

appointment of archaeologists
20 January 2006 The Junta responds that it will not appoint an archaeologist

until it is provided with a proposal that complies with the

requirements of Royal Decree 16812003.
The Junta attaches a fax from the Directorate General of the
Cultural Heritage of the Junta and the Directorate General of
the Spanish Ministr of Culture supportng the Junta
response that permission is needed.

25 January 2006 The US Embassy in Madrid receives a Note Verbal from the
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"MA statig that without the authorisation of the Junta of
Andalusia and the presence of a Junta archaeologist on board
OME cannot continue with its work.

8 February 2006 Meeting with OME, Greg Stemm, Sir Stephen Wright (at that
tie the Ambassador of the UK to Spain), Mr Peter Spoor and
Mr. Romero from the Junta of Andalusia, and OME attorneys.
In ths meetig the British governent states that it is
interested in the project, it does not think that any rights have
been infnged, and that the conduct of OME, in the eyes of the
UK, is correct
Spain states that competence for authorization belongs to the
Junta. The Junta does not consider the archaeological project
plan presented to be suffcient

Mr. Romero delivers a copy of the document "Report on the
admins1rative negotiations for authorization of the activities of
recovery of the English ship HMS SUSSEX by the OME
company." Dated February 7, 2006.

6 March 2006 OME prepares a press release for its website, approved by Mr.
Manue! Camara (MA).

29 March 2006 Notification of the initiation of the adminis1rative sanction
proceeding by the Director General of the Ministr of Culture
of the Junta de Andalucfa

30 March 2006 Note Verbal from the UK Embassy attaching the Alboran Sea
Project elaborated by OME in response to specific requests by
Mr. Romero durig the meetig with the "MA on February
8th, 2006.

5 May 2006 UK Embassy informs OME that the Junta is satisfied with the
report submitted by OME and that an archaeologist win be
nominated.

18 May 2006 Response of the Junta in a letter with comments on the
documentation submitted by OMB. Now claimed that the
detailed archaeological plan that was provided (and approved
by the UK Government is not suffcient to obtain pennission
for the Alboran Sea Project.

6 June 2006 OME prepares and via the British Embassy presents its second
report on the Alboran Sea Project to the Junta of Andalusia in
response to its comments in its letter of 18 May, 2006

12 July 2006 The MFA notifies the British Embassy in Madrid, of the

response of the Junta de Andalusia. The Junta does not
consider the corrected defects suffcient to waive the request
for permission.

29 August 2006 Meeting in Sevilla with the Junta of Andalusia, the British

Embassy and OME' g techncal representatives for the Alboran
Sea Proj ect

12 September 2006 Letter from OME in relation to the questions fonnulated
during the meeting in Seville of 29 August, 2006. OME
requests that a recognzed Spansh institution review the
Alboran Sea Project and in relation to the unique coordinates
facilitate the same with the British governent. The
understanding of OME is that in the spirit of cooperation it
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26 September 2006

2 October 2006

4 October 2006

10 October 2006

13 November 2006

26 January 2007

27 January 2007

12 February 2007

wil provide the coordinates of an the wrecks that it has found
in previous campaigns in Spanish waters as part of the Alboran
Sea Project.
OME defends itself against the proposed sanction of the Junta
of Andalusia.
Letter of the UK Minster for Europe - Geoff Hoon addressed
to Manuel Chavez President of the Autonomous Connunity
of Andalusia. He notes the difference of opinion between the
UK and Spain as to the status of the waters but urges that this
issue be pushed aside in order to collaborate on the SUSSEX
project. He also refers to the unresolved action against the
ship s master and notes that proceeding in this case will
complicate the situation.
He also indicates that the coordinates of the OME project are
in the hands of the CentIal Martie ContTOI in Tarifa.
Email from Carlos Sanchez de las Heras of the Directorate
General of Culture at the Junta with additional requirements
from the Junta de Andalusia - to limit the zone of the
shipwreck as much as possible and authenticate the academic
qualifications of OME archaeologists.
Reply from OME to the email of Carlos Sanchez de las Heras
sent via the UK Embassy. OME repeats that it win collaborate
with the UK in relation to coordinates of the shipwreck and
states it wil expedite the nota documentation in relation to
the qualifications of its personne1.
A meetig takes place with the Directorate General of Fine
Ars of the Ministr of Culture in Madrid, in a meetig
attended by OME' s Cofounder, Mr. Greg Stemm; OME' s legal
counsel, Mr. Jose Luis Goni and Ms. Elisa de Cabo of the
Ministr of Culture. The possibility of shipwreck finds which
could have cultural or historical interest to Spain are discussed.
OME offered to Spain t11e opportnity to collaborate in the
projects discussed and made clear that some of the wrecks
were in danger from other salvors and that the company was
prepared to colJaborate with Spain to identify and protect these
sites. Ths offer had also been made on varous previous
occasions to Spansh and Andalucian authorities.
OME attorneys send a fax to Guardia Civil officials in
Algeciras and attach a letter providing the area of operations
and the area of equipment testig.
Meeting of OME and their attorney with officials of the
Guardia Civil of Algeciras. The nature of the operations which
wil be UIdertaken by OME are discussed. It is the
understanding of those in the meeting that none of the

activities planned would be considered violation of any
Spanish law. It is agreed that OME wil inorm the Guardia
Civil prior to the commencement of any operations, providing
a detailed chart and description of all activities in advance of
operations.
Fax fTOm OME attorneys to Guardia Civil offcials il
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Algeciras attaching a new nautical chart with the zone and
description of operations.

12 February 2007 Note verbal of the I\ A identifyng the requirements to OME
for resuming operations. MFA requests that OME identify the
qualified technical and scientific personnel that
archaeologists designated by the Junta win be aboard the ship,
that before it intiates activities it attends a meetig with
British and Spansh experts and, that it report monthy on tls
phase of the operations.

13 February 2007 Note verbal from the British Embassy, .i response to the note
from the MFA of the previous day listing the requirements for
resumption of operations, propos.ig Februar 28 , 2007 as a
day to meet to coord.iate the project.

16 February 2007 Fax from OME's attorneys to Guardia Civil offcials in
Algeciras attaching a new letter with the nautical zone of
operations for the continuing survey activities in the area.

5 March 2007 Fax from OME' s attorneys to Guardia Civil offcials in
Algeciras attaching a new letter with the zone of operations
and a coPY of the Notice to Mariners.

3 March 2007 British Embassy send Nota Verbal to MFA agreeing to terms
set by the MFA for OME to resume operations and requesting
again that the Junta nominate archaeologists to accompany
OME and puttg into place arangements for first
coordination meeting and proposing a joint press release with
Spain.

5 March 2007 OME attorneys send to Guardia Civil offcials the Notice to
Mariners as well as a copy of the nautical char indicatig the
relevant zone for continuing survey operations.

23 March 2007 Meetig in Seville between Greg Stemm for OME OMB
attorneys, the Junta de Andalusia and the British Embassy. In
the meeting OME provide a detailed presentation of the
Alboran Sea Project. The Junta agrees that the archaeology of
the project is excellent, and save some formal clarifications by
01v, it would proceed to name the Spanish archaeologists to
accompany OMB.

23 March 2007 Press release by the Spanish MFA announcing the agreement
between the Spansh governent and Spain for the start of
exploration work on the SUSSEX.

24 March 2007 OME attorney calls Guardia Civil offcial in Algeciras to
update him on meeting in SevilIa and subsequently forwarding
copy of El Pais press artcle on SUSSEX dated 26 March 2007

27 March 2007 Press release by the Mis1I of Culture denyig that the
Ministr has authority over the activities of OMB.

30 March 2007 OME presents a third report to the Junta de Andalusia, though
the British Embassy, in response to the Junta s requests during
the meetig in Seville.

14 May 2007 Fax from OME' s attorneys to the Guardia Civil attaching a
copy of the Notice to Marers.

17 May 2007 Fax from OME's attorneys to the Guardia Civil attching 
new letter with the nautical zone of operations.
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23 May 2007 OME attorneys contact Guardia Civil offcials of Algecirs to
discuss recent press relating to BLACK SWAN and sending
fax with information offcial information from OME press
release makig clear that the BLACK SWAN was not
discovered durig operations in the area which the Guardia
Civil was monitorig, and in fact not in Spanish waters at all.
OME attorney confing that her telephone number can be
passed to Headquarters of Guardia Civil in Madrid if they
require information

23 May 2007 OME attorney receives call from Commander Cortes of the
Guardia Civil in charge of the investigation into OME in
relation to the BLACK SWAN. OME attorney sends copy of
same fax sent earlier to the Guardia Civil of Algeciras and
offers any furter inormation that Commander Cortes may
require. OME attorney told that at the tie Guardia Civil did
not need to speak with OME attorneys.

23 May 2007 OME attorney receives letter by fax from Mr Julian Martnez
Garcia, Director General of Fine Ar and Cultural Heritage of
the Minstr of Culture requestig that OME attorneys provide
very urgently inormation on the identity of the wreck and the
customs documentation in relation to the export of the coins to
the US.

24 May 2007 OME attorney calls MY Julian Martnez Garcia to aITange a
meeting in response to his letter

24 May 2007 OME subcontractors in Spain approached and questioned by
the Guardia Civil in Seville

24 May 2007 Ruling from the Judge in the proceedings against Master

HeITon in the Cour of La Linea. The judge is requesting a
report from the Guardia Civil in relation to the terrtoriality 
the waters where the incident occuITed.

29 May 2007 OME attorneys meet with Mr Julian Martnez Garcia at the
Minstr of Culture and hand to Mr Martnez a copy of a letter
prepared by OME attorneys in response to the request for
inormation, confnng inter alia that the site of the Black
Swan is not located in Spanish waters and the vessel' s identity
as yet unkown

5 June 2007 US State Dept. offcial inorms Spansh Embassy offcial that
some of the false reports of OME' s operations in the Alboran
Sea have resulted from OME' s promotion with Volvo and
Disney, and that OME has not been allowed to disclose this
publicly. Ths information was passed offciaJIy for
Governent use in hopes of clearing up the ongoing disclosure
of false reports by the press and was to be kept in confdence.

5 June 2007 Spanish press reports that crial proceedings have been
commenced against OME and there exists an order of the
judge to aITest and brig OME vessels to a Spanish port to be
searched

6 June 2007 Greg Stemm meets with offcials at the Spanish Embassy in
Washington and provides substantial background
information relating to OME' s operations during the previous
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nme years.
6 June 2007 Confdential inormation on the Volvo and Disney promotion

by OME leaked to the press by the Ministr of Culture.
11 June 2007 OME attorney appears before the Judge in the Court of La

L:inea de la Concepcion where the press states that criminal
proceedings have been commenced order obtain
information on the allegations. OME files a power of attorney
and pleading confrming to the Court that the Black Swan is
not located in Spanish waters. The judge tells OME attorney
that he can present pleadings at court but since proceedings are
secret, judge will not give out any information on the
allegations or the scope of the investigation into OME

14 June 2007 OME attorney meets with the Offce of the Public Prosecutor
in Cadiz to discuss allegations. OME attorney states that OME
representative is willng to give testimony at court and offer
vessels for voluntar inspection in relation to any accusation of
a crie havig been committed in Spanish jurisdictional
waters; Public Prosecutor states that OME should present
whatever information in wrting to the cour and allow the
judge to determine whether he wants information from OME

21 June 2007 OME attorney receives back from Court of La Linea the
origial power of attorney and pleading to appear in the
proceedings without any fonnal explanation from the court.
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YSSEY
MARINE EXPLORATION

CRONOLOGIA DE TODOS LOS
INTERCAMIOS ENTRE ODYSSEY 

EXPLORATION INC ("OME") Y EspANA
(incluyendo el MISTERIO DE ASUNOS

EXTERIORES; el MISTERlO DE CULTUR; la
GUARIA CIV y LA JUA DE ANALUClA)

JUIO DE 1998 - JUO DE 2007

It Esta es una traducci6n de la carta en ingles. A la medida
que haya discrepancia entre las dos versiones fa version

inglesa siempre prevalece
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CRONOLOGIA DE TODOS LOS
INTERCAMBIOS ENTRE ODYSSEY MAE

EXPLORATION INC ("OME") Y ESP ANA
(incluyendo el MINISTERIO DE ASUNTOS

EXTERIORES; el MINISTERIO DE CULTUR; la
GUARIA CIVIL Y LA JUTA DE

ANALUClA)
JUIO DE 1998 - JUO DE 2007

16 de julio 
1998

22 de julio 
1998

24 de julio 
1998

27 de julio de
1998

OME comienza operacianes en el mar para buscar el pecio del
SUSSEX despues de haber alertada alas autoridades de Reina Unido
acerca de que la compania iba a estar ocupada en la busqueda de un
buque de guerra britanico en aguas cerca de la costa gibraltareiia.
OME bace Begar una cart a su agente en el puerto de GibraItar con el
fin de que esta sea entregada a cualquier autoridad en casa de
inspecci6n del buque de investigacion de Odyssey. Este documento
expresa la intenci6n de OME de facilitar cualquier infonnaci6n que
pueda ser requerida y comunica la infannaci6n de contacto de su
representante legal. La carta tam bien invita alas autoridades a subir a
bordo para inspeccionar la uave.
La Direcci6n General de la Marina Mercante ("DGMM") por medio
del Don Julian Abril, se pone en contacto can los representantes
legales de OME para informarles que la compania no tiene
autorizaci6n para realizar actividades en la zona en cuesti6n. En dicho
comuncado, se Ie hace saber que la DGMM dice que el expediente se
enviani al Ministerio de Asuntos Exteriores ("MAE"
Los representantes legales de OME, se pan en en contacta con Dona
Luisa Huidobro del Departamento de Relaciones Econ6micas

Intemacionales del (MAE) para detenninar el estado del expediente y
ofrecerse a colaborar can las autoridades espanolas. Dona Luisa
Huidobro denota la inexistencia de autorizaci6n para operar en la zona
en cuesti6n, consideradas aguas jurisdiccionales espaiiolas segun el
MA. . Requiere que la autorizaci6n para !levar acabo la bUsqueda del

SUSSEX, debera ser requerida par la Embajada de EEUU en Madrd a
la mayor brevedad posible y afiade que OME debe inormar a
SASEMA acerca de sus actividades en la zona.
La representaci6n legal de OME envia un fax a Don Jesus Maria
Uribe, (Director de Operaclones de SASEMA) siguiendo las
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instrcciones del MA..
22 de agosto de OME envfa a SASEMAR en Tarifa un fax en el que se especifica el

1998 espacio temporal y geognHico de sus operaciones.
8 de septiembre Don Ignacio de Frutos del Ministerio de Defensa Espanol se pone en
de 1998 contacto con 10s representantes de OME alegando que OME esta

operando en aguas espaiolas.
9 de septiembre Los representantes de OME contactan can el MA para contestar las

de 1998 quejas del Minsterio de Defensa e infonnar al MA de que OME no
esta operando en aguas espafiolas,

14 de septiembre Los representantes legales de OME remite un fax urgente al Director
de 1998 General para Asuntos Exteriores del MA infonnando de que la

empresa ha iniciado el proceso de autorizaci6n par medio de 
Embajada de Estados Unidos en Madrid para el caso en que las
operaciones de busqueda en la zona se extiendan a aguas terrtoriales
espafiolas.

16 de septiembre OME ' remite fax al Director General de Politica Exterior para

de 1998 Norteamerica y Europa (MAE) anunciando una vez mas que OME ha
iniciado el proceso de autorizaeion por medio de la Embajada de
Estados Unidos en Madrid para el easo en que la empresa extienda su
bUsqueda en relaci6n al SUSSEX a aguas espafiolas. Al fax 
adjuntan las coordenadas e informacion aeerca de la operaeion.
Tambien se haee menei6n de la voluntad de la empresa de someterse a
cualquier condicion que imponga Espana relativa alas operaciones de
OME en aguas terrtoriales espanolas. Finalmente OME ofrece
proveer datos en relacion allugar de hallazgo de cualquier buque de

gueITa de origen espanol que OME localiee en aguas terrtoriales
espafioIas, indicando que OME respeta " .. Jos derechos soberanos del

Gobierno espanol sobre sus buques de guerra hundidos y que tiene la
intencion de cumplir con los deseos del estado en esta materia

18 de septiembre OME envfa el mismo fax al Director General de la Politica Exterior
de 1998 para Norteamerica y Europa (MA) adjuntando una carta lliutica de la

zona de exploracion establecida par el Ministerio de Defensa del
Reino Dnido. OME tam bien indica que esta en contacto can el centro
de control de Tarifa cada vez que el buque deja el puerto. .

23 de octubre de OME como muestra de su buena voluntad y con el :f de mantener las
1998 buenas relaciones entre las pares, accede a abandonar la zona y

solicita una entrevista con el MA.
lOde noviembre Los representantes legales de OME contacta con el Museo Naval
de 1998 Espanol ofreciendo que el jefe encargado de la expedici6n de OME

haga una presentacion de Ias operaciones de busqueda en el momento
que resulte conveniente para 10s representantes del museo.

11 de noviembre requerimiento del MA y en cumplimiento del Real Decreto

de 1998 799/81 OME entrega al Ministerio un inonne de la actividad llevada
acabo por la empresa en el area. OME tam bien ouece que embarque
un experto designado por el Estado sobre el buque de investigacion de
Odyssey para tomar nota de las actividades que se llevan acabo (este
documento lIeva feeha de 1 noviembre de 1998), El documento
tam bien se envfa al Sr. Blumberg del Departamento de Estado de EE
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29 de noviembre

de 1998

11 de diciembre

de 1998

15 de diciembre

de 1998

26 de enero de
1999

3 de febrero de

1999

8 de marzo de

1999

12 de abril de
1999

3 de Mayo 
1999

UU.
Reunion en el MA entre Greg Stemm y e1 Sr. Cebrian del MA. 
MA autoriza verba1mente a OME para valver a1 mar. Esto es
eonfado par la Embajada de EE.UU.
OME envia una propuesta de colaboracion al Museo Naval de Madrd.
En la propuesta se reitera que OME reeonoce el derecho de Espana de
reclamar sus buques de guerra de inmunidad saberana y ofrece a
Espana recuperar estos pecios mediante la tecnologia de OME y su
experiencia en las operaciones a grandes profundidades. OME afrece
una expedicion conjunta del Museo Naval Espanal , e) British Royal
Naval Museum y OME para buscar el BALEARS Y EL 
ROYAL, perteneciendo los artefactos recuperados a los respectivos
museos. OME tambien afrece una expedici6n conjunta del Gobiema
espanal y el Museo Naval Espanal para \levar acaba la bUsqueda y
excavacion de buques de guerra coloniales perdidas en el nuevo
mundo. Todos los artefactos recuperados en esta expedicion se
canvertirian en propiedad de Espana y del Museo Naval Espano\.
Fina1mente OME se ofrece para ururse al Museo Naval Espanol en una
expedici6n que persiga la excavaci6n arqueologica de pecios rornanos
y fenicios u otros pecios antiguos que puedan ser relacionados can el
comercio can enclaves en la Peninsula Iberica. OME se ofrece para
patrocinar toda la expedici6n y a entregar los arefactos recuperados al
Museo Naval Espanol para su estudio y exposici6n.
El Departamento de Estado de EEUU recibe una Note Verbal del
MA en la que se solicita informacion acerca de las operaciones de
OME (Esta infonnaci6n ya fue entregada con fecha 11 de noviembre
de 1998).

EI MA confrma a los representantes legales de OME que se 
puesto en contacto con ellnstituto Arqueol6gico de Cartagena y que
han decidido autorizar a OME para realizar operaclOnes de
exploracion, pero indica tam bien que el expediente se ha remitido al
Minsterio de Cultua para la aprobaci6n de la autorizaci6n.
Los representantes legales de OME infonnan a OME que Ie Ministerio
de Cultura no ha aprobado la autorizaci6n de operaciones 
exploraci6n para identificar el SUSSEX. La razon por la que se
deniega la autorizaciol1 era la alegada faita de documentaci6n en
relacion al trabajo de OME en el area.
Don Rafael Conde (Secretario segundo de la Embajada de Espana en
los EE UU) contacta directamente can OME via fax. EI fax establece
que los representantes legales de OME deben contactar con el 
para aclarar la situaci6n.
Los representantes legales de OME remite una carta a la Direcci6n
General de Bellas Ares (Minsterio de Cultma), respondiendo una vez
mas alas dudas expresadas por la administraci6n y adjuntando una
cart TIlutica del area de exploracion.
OME recibe una comunicacion del Ministerio de Cultura de fecha 20
de abril de 1998 autorizando el proyecto presentado por OME e
indicando que el proyecto debera ser acorde con la Ley 16/85 
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Patrimonia Hist6rico Espana!. En paricular se debenin cumplir las
siguientes condiciones para poder continuar con el proyecto:
1.- La autorizaci6n es solo para tareas de exploraci6n arqueol6gica subacuatica
- EI Ministerio de Cultura debera ser inform ado de cualquier hallazgo aparte del

SUSSEX.
- Area limitada a: 36" 05' Norte - 05" 05' Oeste en una zona semicircular Norte del

36" 07' Norte.
- Limite temporal de 90 dias desde la notificaci6n.
- Recursos materiales son 10s expuestos en la soJicitud. Cualquier cambia requerira

la autorizaci6n del Ministeria de Cultura.
- La mismo que en el punta anterior en rclaci6n a la dotacion.
- Esta autorizaci6n no se refiere a trabajos de recuperacion.
- Toda infonnaci6n cientifica y arqueol6gica se comunicara a la Adminislraci6n.
- Estanl presente un Representante de la Annada espanola a bordo.

10.- La autorizaci6n no suple otras autorizaciones que sean requeridas.
11.- Se debe respetar el Titulo V de la Ley 16/85 de Patrimonio l-Iistorico Espana\.

mayo de OME remite un fax al MA adjuntando la autorizaci6n del Ministerio
1999 de Cultura.

mayo OME remite un fa.x al Museo Naval adjuntando la autorizaci6n del
1999 Ministerio de Cultua.

mayo de OME remite un fax al Museo Naval preguntando por los nombres de
1999 los miembros de la Armada que estanln embarcados. El fax tambien

incorpora la fecha en la que OME retomara las operaciones.
de junio OME envfa un fax al Minsterio de Cultura para solicitar una pr6rroga

1999 del comienzo de los 90 dfas.. Los representantes legales de OME
intentan una vez mas conseguir informaci6n acerca de que expertos
del Minsterio de Cultura senin nombrados para estar a bordo de los
buques de OME.

de juno OME manda otro fax al Museo Naval en relaci6n a los expertos.
1999

de juno El Mirrsterio de Cultura autoriza la pr6rroga de 90 dfas para OMB.
1999

JunIO El Museo Naval contacta con 10s representates OME para
1999 autorizar a OME para que comience con las operaciones sin expertos.

Tambien confirma que organizani una reuni6n entre el Museo Naval
un oficial de alto rango del Estado Mayor de la Defensa y OME.

de jurro La representaci6n legal de OME envfa una cara al Ministerio de
1999 Cultura en la que corrge un error en las fechas de la petici6n de la

pr6rroga.
de junio El Ministerio de Defensa manda un fax en el que eita los nombres de

1999 10s representantes de la Arada que deberan supervisar el trabajo a
bordo del buque de Odyssey.

de junio OME solicita una nueva prorroga de la autorizaci6n de operaciones al
1999 MA.

julio El Ministerio de Cultura autoriza pr6rroga.
1999

de julio Los observadores de la Arada embarcan en el buque de Odyssey.
1999
14 de septiembre Los representates legales de OME mandan una cara a la Embajada
de 1999 de EEUU en Madrd con fecha 1 de septiembre de 1999. En esta carta

OME solieita a la Embajada de EEUU que remita a MA una carta
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ad junta que inc1uye un informe pormenorizado acerca de la primera
fase de las operaciones autorizadas en relaci6n con el SUSSEX.

21 de septiembre La Embajada de EEUU contacta con los representantes legales de
de 1999 OME para informar que el MA no puede comenzar con el proceso de

autorizaci6n de la fase cientifica de las operaciones hasta que datos
acerca del proyecto se remita al MA via Note Verbal. OME envfa un
fax al MA expresando su confusi6n ya que la informacion en
relacion ala segunda fase cientifica se habfa ya incluido en el proyecto
presentado. Con misma fecha el MA indica a la Embajada de EEUU
que para que pueda autorizar esta nueva fase y expedir un nuevo
permiso, la Embajada de EEUU debe elaborar una Note Verbal que
debera incluir todos los detalles del proyecto can coordenadas y
caracterfsticas de la nave.

6 de octubre de Los representantes legales de OME remiten al Museo Naval un fax
1999 adjuntando copia del infol1e que OME present6 al MA.
lOde noviembre OME informa a Don Jose Rodriguez Spiteri , Director General Politica
de 1999 E:\ierior para Norteamerica y Europa (M) de la intencion de utlizar

buque investigacion MIEX proporcionando las
caracterfsticas del buque.

12 de noviembre OME notifica a Dona Maria Bassols (ME) de los detalles del buque.
de 1999
17 de diciembre Los representates legales OME reciben fax del
de 1999 concertando una reuni6n para el 3 de enero de 2000.
21 de diciembre Los representantes legales de OME confirman su asistencia a la
de 1999 reuni6n.

enero Reunion en el MA. Asisten: MA, Minsterio de Defensa, Ministerio
2000 Fomento Misterio Agrcultura, Pesca Alimentacion

Ministerio de Industria y Energia, Ministerio de Educacion y Cultura
as! como los representantes legales de OME y John Morrs de OME.

marzo El MA da autoriza formal para nuevas operaciones.
2000

may La Embajada Espanola en Washington DC, concede autorizacion a

2000 OME desde esa fecha hasta e130 de noviembre 2000. La autorizaci6n
es para 105 dos buques y OME debenl informar a la Embajada
espanola acerca de la ba?e portuaria asi como del calendario de trabajo
para que el Minsterio de Defensa pueda nombrar los representantes
apropiados. La actividad esta limitada a 12 milas entomo al punto
indicado.

julio Los representantes legales OME notifican las autoridades
2000 apropiadas acerca del nuevo proyecto.
28 de diciembre OME solicita una nueva autorizaci6n de la Embajada de Espana en
de 2000 Washigton para las siguientes exploraciones.

abril EI Ministerio de Cultura otorga autorizaci6n para la recuperaci6n de
2001 alguos objetos a parir del dfa 11/4/01 de acuerdo con el Art.6 de la

Ley 16/85. Esta autorizaci6n tiene 8 condiciones:
1.- Solo se podnin recuperar objetos necesarios para la identificaci6n.

- Limite temporal de 90 dias desde la notificaci6n pero existe la posibilidad de
prolToga.

- Deposito provisional de los hallazgos.
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18 de abril de
2001

abril
2001

abril
2001

ab111

2001

Jumo
2001

19 de JUnIO de
2001

de julio 
2001

de julio 
2001

- Faciltacion de toda la informacion cientIfica y arqueologica a la administracion.
- Representantes de la Armada deberan estar a bordo.
- EI Ministerio se reserva la libertad de nombrar ademas arque6logos.
- Est autorizaci6n no suple otras autorizaciones que se puedan requerir.
- No se puede en ningun caso contravenir la Ley 16/85.

OME hace llegar una carta a Don Agustfn Munoz (Embajada Espafiola
en Washigton) en la que agradece a la Embajada la asistencia que han
llevado al otorgamiento del permso par el Misterio de Cultura.
OME adjunta un calendario del proyecto para coordinar el embarque
de los expertos Espafoles. OME solicita que la Embajada remita el
calendario a las autoridades espafolas apropiadas (a la mayor
brevedad posible al iniciarse las operaciones el dfa 19/4/01).
OME manda via fax al Centro Zonal de control de Tarfa una copia de
la autorizaci6n asf como del calendario del proyecto indicando que el
proyecto dani comienzo el19/4/01.
OME remite via fax al Com andante Diego San Martin una copia del
calenda0 del proyecto con el fin de poder coordinar el embarque de
los expertos espafioles.
La Embajada de Espana en Washington informa mediante fax a OME
que se ha mandado el calendario del proyecto al Ministerio de Cultura
asi como al MA y que la informaci6n es acorde can la autorizacion
del Minsterio de Cultura de fecha 10/4/01.

Tras tenninar el prospeccion autorizada por MA y Ministerio de
Cultura, La Junta de Andalucia orden la suspensi6n de las
operaciones de OME alegando:
(i) Que la autorizacion se concedio por una autondad incompetente.
(ii) Que Ia autorizacion no es valida ya que se concedio para un punta concreto y no
para 12 milas alrededor de ese punto.

La normativa en la que fundamenta es:
(a) Art. 6a de la Ley 16/85 establece que cada region tiene jurisdicci6n sobre su
patrmonio.
(b) Ali. 6b establece que la administracion central debe ser mencionada para ser
competente.
(c) Art 52 Ley 1/91 del Patrimonio Historico Andaluz exige la autorizaci6n de la
Consejeria de Cultura para estos casos en terrtorio terrestre y acuatico Anctaluz.
(d) Reglamento de Organizaci6n Administrativa del PalTmonio Historico Andaluz
concede la competencia para otorgar esta autorizaci6n al Director Genera! de Bienes
Culturales.

La Embajada Espafiola en Washington inonna a OME que el
Ministerio de Cultura asumi6 la competencia en la materia en base al
interes publico ya que el caftan extaido se ha encontrado en aguas en
disputa y que el Ministerio de Cu1tura, no la Junta de Andalucia tiene
competencia en la materia.
Se celebra lIna reuni6n en Cadiz entre la representaci6n legal de OME
y la Junta de Andalucia (Don Manuel Garcia Leon y Don Fernando
Valverde Cuevas). La Junta declara que OME solo necesita una
autorizaci6n valida para reemprender el trabajo.
OME informa a la Junta de Andalucfa que el buque MIBEX aun no
ha realizado actividades arqueol6gicas subacuEiicas y que las
operaciones hasta el momento no han conllevado actividades fisicas a
excepci6n de en el lugar autorizado por el Ministerio de Cu!tura
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de 2002

28 de noviembre
de 2002

12 de diciembre

de 2002

(10/4/2001).
OME afiade que el trabajo realizado en las 12 minas entomo a este
Iugar fue realizado acorde can la autorizaci6n del Ministerio de

Cultura y de la Embajada en Washington.
En relaci6n a la coordinacion arqueol6gica, OME da el nombre del
arque610go designado por el Reino Unido e inorma que Don Ivan
Neguereula fue designado por el Ministerio de Cultura Espanol para
determinar si son necesarios mas expertos en arqueologfa.
OME entrega un informe a Don Felix Valdez de la Embajada
Espanola en Washington en relaci6n a los artefactos recuperados que
fueron entregados en custodia al Dr. Ivan Neguereula del Instituto
Arqueologo Maritima de Cartagena.
Un informe detallado preliminar en relacion al las actividades
arqueol6gicas es entregado a Don David Beltran de la Embajada
Espafiola en Washington para que sea remitido alas autoridades
competentes en Madrd.
Acuerdo del Conse o de Ministros de 21 de se tiembre de 2001. El

Gabinete mantiene 1a resoluci6n aprobada el 10/04/2001 que
autorizaba el trabajo de extracci6n de OME en la costa Andaluza. La
autorizaci6n debeTii ser comunicada a la Junta de Andalucia ya que la
Constituci6n reserva al Estado en exclusiva asuntos de relaciones
internacionales. El Consejo de Ministros toma nota de que OME, el10
de abril 0 antes habia ya obtenido autorizaci6n de las autoridades

gibraltarefias para la parte del proyecto que se realizaria en aguas en
disputa en relacion a la soberania de Gibraltar y que es motiva de

materia de asuntos exteriores con e! Reino Dnido . El Gobierno

reitera que al "afectar el proyecto de OME aguas en disputa en el
estrecho de Gibraltar, esto afecta directaente las relaciones
internacionales y la poHtica exterior del estada
OME envia un fax al Museo Naval de Madrid para inormar al Museo
acerca de !a expedici6n y para ofrecer su cooperaci6n. OME tambien
propone una reuni6n entre Don Fernando Riafio Lozano del Museo
Naval y OME a principios de diciembre.
OME envia un fax a Don Julian Martinez Garcia de al Junta de
Anda1ucfa en que propane una reuni6n con Greg Stemm de OME en
Andalucfa cuandb la Junta 10 crea convemente. El Sr. Stemm ofrece el
dar informaci6n en relacion al estado del proyecto SUSSEX y acerca
de pecios Punicos y Romanos que han side localizados durante Ia
exploraci6n de OMB. El Sr. Stemm tambien ofrece el hacer una
presentaci6n en relacion al trabajo arqueol6gico llevado acabo par
OME utilzando robotes y IDS yacimientos que se han encontrado en la
zona.
La representaci6n legal de OME envia un fax a la Consejera de
Cultura de la Junta de Andalucia, Dona Cannen Calvo incluyendo una
copia del fax enviado al Sr. Julian Martinez Garcfa el 21/11/02.
La Consejerfa de Cultura de Ja Junta de Andalucia comunica que estan
discutiendo el proyecto con la Direcci6n de Bienes Culturales. Dicen
estar esperando una respuesta de este organa y que se pondran en
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contacto con OME una vez reciban una respuesta.
Un peri6dico publica una entrevista a Doiia Cannen Calvo, Consejera
de CuItura, Junta de Andalucfa donde dice que la autorizaci6n deberia
haber sid a dada par la Junta y que sera la Junta quit n otorgue la
siguiente.
Ante e1 requeriiento de OME, se celebra una reunion can Don
Roman Fernandez y Dona Carmen Garcia Rivera de la Junta. En esta
reuni6n se acuerda que OME presentani una propuesta formal en
relacion a1 SUSSEX y otras posibles actividades en e1 mar de Alboran.
La representaci6n legal de OME hace llegar un fax a Don
Maximi1iano Vi1chez, Subsecretario de Gobiemo con el fi de

concertar una reunion para presentar e1 proyecto SUSSEX.
Se Ie comunico a Odyssey que e1 Director de Patrimonio Subacwitico
Don Juan Munoz de la Borde, se habia quejado de que 1a Embajada
Espanola en Washington no habia recibido informaci6n alguna acerca
de la reanudacion de las actividades de OMB. Can esta misma fecha
OME inorma a Don Juan Munoz de la Borde que una comunicaci6n
formal en relaci6n a la reanudaci6n de las actividades fue enviada pOI

Departmento de Estado del EEUU al Gobiemo espanol y que
despues de esto el Gobiemo espanol acuso recibo de esta
comunicaci6n.
OME hace llegar a Don Juan Luis Munoz de Laborde informaci6n
sobre inormes enviados a1 Centro de control de TrMko de Taria.
El Gobiemo Britanico envia una carta a Don Jose Pons de 1a Oficina
Espanola de Relaciones Exteriores respondiendo a preguntas del
mismo Sr. Pons de 29 de diciembre de 2004 en relaci6n al SUSSEX.
La carta dice que el Gobierno britfmico Ie concedi6 a OME el derecho
de rescate del SUSSEX, un buque miltar BritJinico hundido en 1694
en el estrecho de Gibraltar. OME comenzo a investigar la localizacion
del buque hundido a comienzos de diciembre de 2004 y asegura que
trabajaria en aguas intemacionales y que el buque realmente era el
SUSSEX.
OME esta planeando traer su buque mas grande, e1 ODYSSEY
EXPLORER a la zona del proyecto en febrero de 2005 para comenzar
can las excavaciones. La estimaci6n es que la excavaci6n prelimiar
durara de dos a tres meses aunque la extracci611 podrfa durar mas
tiempo si e1 buque se encuentra dispersado en e1 fondo del mar. OME
descargara en Gibraltar cualquier objeto encontrado durante 1a
excavaci6n por razones comerciales y porque segun el acuerdo con Ie
Minsterio de Defensa de Reino Unido, cua1quier artefacto que se
presuma que procede del SUSSEX seria de propiedad de Reino Unido.
La cara tambit n indica que OME dara mas informacion acerca del
proyecto a1 Minsterio y que el Gobierno britanico tam bien esta

dispuesto a contestar cua1quier preguta acerca del proyecto.

La Direcci6n General de PoUtica Exterior para Europa y America del
Norte (MA) por medio de Don Jose Pons informa a OME que 
autorizaci6n ha caducado y que OME deberia someter
inmediatamente un inorme arqueo16gico y un resumen de sus
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actividades en 2002.

En respuesta a estas peticiones OME insiste en que toda la
documentacion requerida habia sido ya entregada. Tambk n apunt6

que un Tnfonne Arqueologico Intermedio de septiembre de 2001 fue
entregado a la Embajada de Espana en Washington y al Ministerio de
Defensa de Reina Unido can evidencias de que uno de los pecios
encontrados es el SUSSEX, hecho que resulto en un acuerdo final can
Reino Unido que lleva fecha de 06/10/2002. OME tam bien indica que
el Centro de Control de Tanfa fue informado diaramente cuando los
buques de OME salfan de puerto y que fue infmmado 30 dias antes de
que se retomaran las operaciones con el :f de que se pudiese
organizar el trafico en consecuencia. OME tambien indica que Espana
fue infonnada acerca de la reanudacion de las operaciones par medic
de canales diplomaticos y que OME siempre nabfa mantenido que si el
pecio identificado como el SUSSEX resulta ser un buque espanol
infornarfan alas autoridades espaiiolas de inmediato.

OME remite al Sr. Pons del MA copia de su carta pidiendo 1a
colaboraci6n de Espana con todos los planes y proyectos.
La representaci6n legal de OME se reiine con don Jose Pons del MAE.
En esta reunion, e1 MA expresa su preocupaci6n acerca de 10 que
pasaria si e1 pecio resuIta no ser el SUSSEX. EI Sr. Pons apunta que al
no haberse llegado a un acuerdo en alguos puntas, no existe discuta.
Se requiere la carta original que sera enviada al Ministerio de Cultura
para recabar su opini6n. EI Sr. Pons entiende que no tiene que haber
un problema can elpermiso.
Los representantes legales de OME hacen llegar un fax a Don Jose
Pons (M) en el que Ie informan que OME va a retomar su
expedici6n. Una copia de este fax se envia al Centro de Control de
Tarifa inormando de las coordenadas temporales y geograficas de la
misrna que tambien se adjuntan al fax dirigido al Sf. Pons.
Los representantes legales de OME envian un fax a la atenci6n de los
oficiales de la Guardia Civil en Algeciras en el que anuncian 1a
continua cion de las actividades de OMB.
Los buques que participanin en estas operaciones seran el ODYSSEY
EXPLORER y RV ODYSSEY. Los oficiales de la Guardia Civil en
Algeciras tarnbien es infonnado de que el Gobiemo espafiol esta al
corrente de las operaciones.
Reunion en el MA en la que parcipan los representantes legales de
OME, Don Jose Pons; Don Manuel de la Camara y Don Santiago
Chamorro del MA y Don Peter Spoor de la Embajada del Reino
Dnido. En la reunion el MA mantiene que las aguas en cuesti6n no
son aguas internacionales ya que se consideran aguas en disputa y
adem as Espana no ha tornado una decision acerca del pecio y par ello
OME no puede comenzar can sus operaciones.
Reunion a !a que atienden la representaci6n legal de OME y Don Luis
Lafuente del Ministerio de Cultua. En esta reunion. Espana pi de que
OME cese temporalmente en sus operaciones para que Don Luis
Lafuente pueda investigar dentro del Gobiemo espana I acerca de
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ciertos temas que inc1uyen: El interes de Espafa en la arqueologia del
SUSSEX, proponiendo un protocolo para la paricipacion de Espana
en cualquier pecio que OME encuentre y que este asociado can el
patrimonio Espanol, para determinar la persona competente para la
supervision de la participacion Espanola en cualquier pecio que OME
encuentre, el desarrollo de. una polftica can Remo Dnido y EEUU para
la gestion de buques de guerra soberanos. E1 Ministerio de Cultura
tambien solicita una declaracion de cortesia de Reino Unido que
transmita que creen que el SUSSEX es propiedad de Reino Unido.
OME haee llegar una cara a Don Luis Lafuente (MoC) en la que se
resume la reunion mantenida el 27 de marzo de 2005 (Anexo E-l). El
resumen de la reuni6n mc1uye aeciones recomendadas en algunos
aspectos de las conversaciones, como que se paralicen temporalmente
las actividades de OME para Espana as! resolver un numero de temas
que incluyen el interes de Espana en partcipar en las operaciones del
SUSSEX. OME declara que cesani unilateralmente en sus actividades
par un periodo de 15 dfas.
Los representantes legales de OME hacen llegar a la atencion de Don
Jose Pons (ME) una copia de la carta de 1 de abril que se envi6 al Sr.
Lafuente. En la portada al Sf. Pons indica que OME esta deseando una
nueva cooperaci6n entre Espana y la empresa y que espera que por
medio de la voluntad de OME de retrasar voluntariamente las
operacioues sea posible para las partes encontrar un mareo com(m para
la colaboraci6n.
Conversaci6n telef6nica entre los representantes legales de OIv y 
Sf. Lafuente en la que el Sr. Lafuente indica que ha hablado con la
Junta de Andalucia y que es posible que exista una futura reunio para
desbloquear las negociaciones. Declar6 tambien que la gran
preocupaci6n de la Junta es 5i el pecia realmente es el SUSSEX y que
par eUo quieren que expertos arqueol6gic05 esten embarcados para
poder detenninar este extrema.
Se eelebra en Sevila una reuni6n entre representantes de EEUU
Remo Unido , la Junta de Andalucia y OME.
Los representantes legales de OME remiten a Dona Carmen Garcia un
e-mail al que se adjunta la carta dirigida a la Junta en relaci6n a la
reuni6n mantenida el 17 de mayo de 2005 para S1. aprobaci6n.
OME envfa una carta a la Junta de Andalucia en relaci6n a la reunion
mantenida el 17 de mayo de 2005. En esta carta, OME Ie agradeee a
la Junta la reuni6n can OME y plantea una cooperaci6n sobre la
Protecci6n y la Investigaci6n del patrmonio cultural del Oceano
Andaluz. OME explica que ha localizado varios pecios en las aguas
profundas de Andalucfa y que algunos de ell os son yacimientos de una

gran importancia arqueol6gica. OME propone proporcionar fondos
para el trabajo arqueo16gico en estos yacimientos, trabajos que se
realizarian en cooperaci6n con una instituci6n arqueo!ogica andaluza e
illter alia OME proporcionarla US $500.000 de financiaci6n al
suministrar un barco, ROV, los tecnicDs etc. para aproximadamente 20
dfas y despues, proporcionaria US $50.000 en servicios de
conservaci6n para cualquier artefacto. La carta continua con
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infonnacion adicional que trata de satisfacer 10s mquisitos de la Junta
expresados en la reunion dell? de mayo.
El Ministerio de Cultura espafo1 remite un fax a1 MAE en el que se
expresa que tanto el Ministerio de Cultura como 1a Junta desean tener
la certeza de que el pecio es el SUSSEX. Por ello un arqueologo de la
Junta estani a bordo del buque can acceso pleno a todas las pruebas. Si
e1 pecio realmente es el SUSSEX la Junta colaborani can OME y 
Reina Unido para pennitir el trabajo que sea necesario - inc1uyendo
trabajo en aguas espaiolas si es ahi donde se encuentra el SUSSEX-
con un arqueologo designado par 1a Junta. EI Ministerio de Cultura 
autoriza la excavacion del pecio y dec1ara que todo trabajo tiene que
realizarse acorde can los estandares establecidos por la Junta. Una vez
todo el trabajo en relacion al SUSSEX tennine, toda la documentacion
debera ser entregada a la Junta.
E-mail del Departamento de Estado de EEUU a OME y sus
representantes legales declarando que la Embajada de EEUU en
Madrd ba recibido una Note Verbal del MA de 28 de julio de 2005
en respuesta a Ia Note Verbal de la Embajada de EEUU de fecha 2 de
marzo de 2005. E1 MA establece en su nota que:

Espana reconoce que 105 pecios de buques de Estado debidamente
identificados pertenecen al Estado de bandera.
Las aguas de Gibraltar son EspaiioJas y el Reino Unido no tiene derecho 
e1las (se adjunta una carta nilUtica del Instituto Hidrografico Espano!).

EI MAE autoriza una expedicion para identificar e( pecio con la condicion
que arqueologos Espafioles tomen parte en la expedicion. Una vez el trabajo
de identificacion del pecio concluya, 01v deb era requerir un nuevo
acuerdo mediante canales diplomaticos adjuntando una propuesta
arQueoI6gica para la extraccion de los restos arqueologicos.

de Durante este periodo de tiempo los representantes legales de ONr
contactan can la Junta en vadas ocasiones para requerir la designacion
de un arqueologo.

1 de septiembre Los representantes legales de OME contactan con Dona Carmen
de 2005 Garcia Rivera que requiere con e1 fin de designar un arque61ogo , un

documento que contenga la siguiente informacion:

24/25/29
agosto 2005

2 de septiembre
de 2005

8 de septiembre

Descripci6n de lostrabajos arqueol6gicDs.

Puerto en el que embarcanin (os arque6(ogos.
Calendario dctrabajo.

Fecha de comienzo del trabajo y su duracion.

Finalmente Dona Carmen Rivera solicita una copia de la Note Verbal
del MA ala Embajada de EEUU en Madrd.
Una copia de la Note Verbal del MA es enviado a la Junta par 105
representantes legales de Olv pOI medio de Ia Embajada de los
EEUU en Madrid. La representaci6n legal de OME es inormada que
la interpretacion de MAE de que de la 1ectura de la Nota Verbal
espanol de 2 de septiembre de 2005 es claro que no esta condicionado
al nombramiento de IDS arqueol6gicos par parte de la Junta de

Andalucia.
Los representantes de ONr, remiten una carta a Don Jesus Romero
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de 2005 Benitez, Director General de Bienes Culturales de la Junta 
Andalucfa can la infonnaci6n solicitada par Dofia Cannen Garcia
Rivera.

27 de septiembre Los representantes legales de UMB, envfan un fax Don Jesus Romero
de 2005 Benitez, Director General de Bienes Culturales de la Junta 

Andalucfa, solicitando la designaci6n de un arque61ogo.
28 de septiembre Don Jesus Romero Benitez, Director General de Bienes Culturales de
de 2005 la Junta de Andalucfa, hace l1egar una cart que lIeva fecha de

26/09/05 en la que se infonna que no se designani un arque61ogo
debido al oscurantismo del proyecto. Designan un arque610go una vez

obtenga una autorizaci6n administrativa de acuerdo con 10s
requerimientos expresados las leyes patrimonio hist6rico
Andaluza y Espanola.

30 de septiembre La Junta de Andalucia publica una nota de prensa en la que se
de 2005 desmiente el haber a1canado un acuerdo en la designaci6n de un

arque6Iogo.
12 de noviembre El Ministerio de Cultua, remite una carta alas representates de OME
de 2005 quejandose de que OME ha retomado su trabajo sin la autorizaci6n

necesaria de la Junta de Andalucra tal y como 10 requiere la Ley de
oatrimonio Hist6rico Andaluz.

14 de noviembre Los representantes legales de OME inorman a Don Jose Pons
de 2005 Director General de Polftica Exterior y Cooperaci6n del MA que

OME quiere retomar la expedici6n. El fax enviado a Tarifa Control
por medio de fax, que informa de la intenci6n de la empresa de
retomar la expedici6n. Adjunta al fax de OME enviado al Centro de
Control de Tarifa se adjunta a la comunicaci6n.

14 de noviembre OME remite una carta al Misterio de Cultura adjuntando una
de 2005 propuesta para recuperar 10s restos arqueol6gicos.

Con misma fecha, 105 representantes legales de OME envfan un e-mail
al Don Jose Pons en el que se declara que OME ha informado al
Centro de Control de Tnifico acerca del trabajo que OME estara
realizando.

17 de noviembre Los representantes legales de OME reciben un fax de la Capitanfa
de 2005 Maritima de Aigeciras en el que se declara que han recibido orden de

la Junta de Andalucfarequiriendo a OME el cese inmediato de su
trabajo en la zona (13 mi1as) al no haberse design ado un arque610go

por la Junta. Tambien declara que para que un arque610go embarque
OME debe tener la autOlizaci6n necesaria para lIevar acabo 
proyecto de la Junta de Anda!ucfa.
Los representantes legales de OME informan ala Capitanfa Maritima
de Algeciras que el MA ha autorizado la expedici6n sin un
arque6logo espanol a bordo de acuerdo con la Note Verbal dirigida a
la Embajada de EEUU en Madrid.

17 de noviembre Una copia de la carta de la Junta de Andalucfa de fecha 28 de
de 2005 septiembre de 2005 y una copia de la correspondencia mas reciente

entre OME y la Junta es enviada a Don Jose Pons.
17 de noviembre EI Minsterio de Cultura envfa un fax a D.Manuel de 1a Camara con
de 2005 la postura del Ministerio de Cultma y de la Junta de Andalucia en
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relacion can las actuaciones de la empresa OME en el Sussex

" y

adjunta un fax del MA a Don Pedro Moya Milanes miembro de la
Consejerfa de la Presidencia de la Junta de Andalucfa de la misma
fecba da claro que MA apropiadamente otorgado a OME e1 perriso
ya que siguieron los instrcciones del Ministerio de la Cultura y que
adem as, fue la responsabildad del Ministerio de la Cultura de arreglar
el asunto can la Junta (Vcr Anexo E-

23 de noviembre O:t suspende sus operacianes can el fi de dar al MA tiempo para
de 2005 que pueda solucionar los problemas con la Junta.
28 de noviembre Los representantes legales de OME informan de que el MA 
de 2005 contactado con Don Pedro Moya, la persona de la Junta que se encarga

del tema OMB y que es tambil n la persona a la que la representacion
legal de OME ha intentado contactar can el fin de conseguir el
nombramiento de arqueologos para que se unan a la expedici6n.

30 de noviembre Los representantes legales de OME contactan can Don Manuel de la
de 2005 Camara que solicita una carta de OME a Don Jesus Romero aclarando

los siguientes puntas de interes:
- Las fechas de enero en las que se Ilevani acabo el trabajo.
- Una dec1aracion de la empresa en que se diga que el objetivo de la expedici6n es la
identificacion del pccio.

- Precisar las actividades que sc llevanin acabo para identificar e1 pecio.
- La zona aproximada en la que se llevaran acabo las operaciones.
- Otra petici6n a la Junta para 1a nominacion de un aroueologo.

diciembre Siguiendo la sugerencia de la Junta, los representantes legales de OME
de 2005 envfan una carta a Don Jesus Romero Benitez en la que se Ie da la

infonnaci6n requerida. OME indica que toda esta informacion ya ha
sido sometida par OME a diferentes Minsterios y Administraciones
en el pasado.
La carta se dirge a al Sr. Romero, al Ministerio de Cultura asi como al
MA y a la Embajada de EEUU en Madrid.

diciembre La Junta responde a la cart de OME can la misma carta de 28 de
de 2005 septiembre.

diciembre Los representantes legales de OMB, hacen llegar un fax a la atenci6n
de 2005 de don Jose Pons (MA) a1 que se adjunta la notificaci6n realizada el

pasado 7/12/05 al Centro de Control Maritima de Tarifa acerca de las
operaciones previstas par OME en la zona. Como en el pasado (cada
vez que la empresa sale a operar en la zona) 1a informacion remitida a
Tarfa incluye las caracteristicas del buque asi como las coordenadas
geograficas y temporales de la aperaciones que se realizarfan en la
expedici6n.

10 de enero de OME es requerida a abandanar la zona y se toman los datos del
2006 Capitan D. Keith Herron par la Guardia Civil.
11 de enero 2006 Se bace llegar la citacion del Capitan D. Keith Herron por un delito de

desobediencia grave alas agentes de la autoridad citandole para que
comparezca delante de la Guardia Civil de Algeciras el dia 12 de enero

2006. Esta citaci6n basada Odyssey realizando las
operaciones que habfan sido autorizadas previamente

enero de La Junta de Andalucfa publica una nota de prensa oficial en la que se
2006 de clara que OME no tiene autorizacion para operar en la zona al no
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haberse designado arque6logos para el proyecto y que la Junta es la
(mica autoridad competente en este tema y que la Junta ha inform ado a
OME de su falta de autorizaci6n.

16 de enero de La representaci6n legal de OME recibe un fax de la Policia al que se
2006 acompana la citaci6n judicial del Capitan D. Keith Herron por parte

del Juzgado de Instruccion Num. 3 de La Linea de la Concepci6n. La
comparecencia debera ser el dfa 18 de enero de 2006.

19 de enero de Los representantes legales de O:r remiten un fax a Don Jesus
2006 Romero Benitez de la Junta al que se adjunta una vez mas una

invitaci6n a OME para que embarque el arque6logo espano!.
19 de euero de Los representantes legales de OME hacen llegar una carta via fax ala
2006 Presidencia de la Comunidad Aut6noma, el Sr. Chavez, Presidente de

la Comunidad solicitando una reuni6n para resolver el tema del
nombramiento de 10s arque6logos.

20 de enero de La Junta contesta diciendo que no va a designar un arque6logo hasta
2006 que no se les remita una propuesta que cumpla con el Real becreto

168/2003.
La Junta adjunta un fax de la Direcci6n General de Bienes Culturales
de la Junta y del Director General del Ministerio de Cultura Espanol
que apoyan la respuesta de la Junta que se reefiere a la necesidad de un
pefIDlso.

25 de enero de La Embajada de Estados Unidos en Madrid recibe una Note Verbal del
2006 MA en la que se comunica que sin la autorizaci6n de la Junta de

Andalucia y la presencia de un arque6logo de la Junta a bordo, OME
no puede continuar con su trabajo.

8 de febrero de Reuni6n can OME, Greg Stemm, el Senor Stephen Wright (en ese
2006 momenta Embajador de Reino Unido en Espana), el Sr. Peter Spoor y

el Sr. Romero de la Junta de Andalucfa y la representaci6n legal de
OME. En esta reuni6n el Gobiemo britanico declara que esta
interesado en el proyecto y que en ningim momento piensa que se haya
infgiendo derecho alguno y que la conduct! de OME en oj os del
Reina Unido es correcta.

Gobiemo de Espana declara que competencia para dar
autorizaci6n pertenece a la Junta. La Junta no consider6 que el plan
del proyecto arqueol6gico presentado sea suficiente.
El Sr. Romero, entrega una copia del documento "Infonne sabre la
tramitaci6n administrativo de autorizaci6n de las acnvidades de
recuperaci6n del navio ingles HMS SUSSEX par parte de la empresa
OME" de fecha 7 de febrero de 2006

6 de marzo de OME prepara 1.ila nota de prensa para su pagina web, aprobado por el
2006 Sr. Manuel de la Camara (M).
29 de marzo Notificaci6n del escrito de lnicio de Procedimiento Sancionador por la
2006 Direcci6n General de Bienes Cultuales de la Junta de Andalucia
30 de maTZO de Note Verbal la Embajada Britanica adjuntando infonne
2006 Prayecto Mar del Alboran, elaborado par OME en contestaci6n de 10s

requisitos identificados por el Sr. Romero durante la reunion en el
MA de 8 de febrero de 2006.

mayo La Embajada britanica informa a OME que la Junta esta satisfecha con

Case 8:06-cv-01685-SDM-TBM     Document 35-3      Filed 08/06/2007     Page 39 of 57



Este dOcllmento es confidencial y solo para el llsa y comentario del recipiente
designado. No debe ser distribuido a cZlalquier otro persona sin autorizacion de
un oficial 0 el representante legal de Odyssey Marine Exploration Inc.

2006 e1 inarme presentado par OME y que se nombrani a un arqueologo.
18 de mayo de Contestacion par carta de la Junta de Andalucfa con una Iista de
2006 comentarios sabre la documentaci6n apartda por OME. Ahara

reclamando que plan arqueol6gico deta!lada que fue
proporcionado (y aprobado par el Gobierno del Reino Unido) no es
suficiente para obtener permiso para el Proyecto del Mar de Alboran.

JUnIO OME prepara y par media de la Embajada Britanica presenta un
2006 segundo inforre del Proyecto del Mar de Alboran a la Junta en

contestacion a sus comentarios en su carta del 18 de mayo de 2006.
julio El MA notifica a la Embajada Britanica en Madrid la contestaci6n de

2006 la Junta de Andalucfa. La Junta no considera subsanados los defectos
desestimandose asi a 1a solicitud de permiso.

29 de agosto de Reunion en Sevilla can la Junta de Andalucia, la Embajada Britanica
2006 asi como el representante tecnico de Odyssey en relaci6n al Proyecto

Mar de Alboran.
12 de septiembre Carta de OME en relacion can las preguntas formuladas durante la
de 2006 reunion en Sevila de 29 de agosto de 2006. OME solicita que una

reconocida instituci6n espanola revise el Proyecto del Mar de Alboran
y en relaci6n alas coordenadas unicamente dice que colaborara en la
facilitaci6n de las mismas con el Gobiemo britanico. E1 entendiriento
de OME es que en arras al espiritu de cooperaci6n, facilitara las
coordinadas de todo pecio que se hay an localizado en anteriores
campafias en aguas espanolas como parte del Proyecto del Mar
Alboran.

26 de septiembre OME se defiende ante la propuesta de sanci6n de la Junta de
de 2006 Andal ucfa.
2 de actubre de Carta del Ministro para Europa de Reino Unido - el Sf. Geoff Hoon
2006 del Gobierno britanico dirigida a Manuel Chavez Presidente de a

Comunidad Autonoma de Andalucia. En esta carta se destaca que hay
una diferencia de opiniones entre Reina Unido y Espana en relaci6n al
estatus de las aguas pero insta a que esto se deje de lado este tema con
el fin de colaborar conjuntarrente en el tema del SUSSEX. Tambien se
hace referencia alas acciones no resueltas contra el capitan que alin no
ha sido solucionado y que este procedimiento puede complicar 1a
situaci6n.
Tambien indica que las coordenadas del proyecto de OME estan en
manos del Centro de Contra! Maritimo de Tarifa.

4 de octubre de E-mail del Sr. Carlos Sanchez de las Heras de la Direccion General de
2006 Bienes Cu1tuales de 1a Junta con requisitos adicionales par parte de 1a

Junta de Andalucfa - para limitar la zona del pecio tanto como sea
posible y que se autentifiquen las calificaciones academicas de los
arque6logos de OMB.

lOde actubre de Contestaci6n de OME al e-mail del Sr. Carlos Sanchez de las Heras
2006 enviada a traves de la Embajada Britanica. OME repite que colaborara

con Reina Dnido en relaci6n alas coordenadas del pecia y que se
encargara expedici6n del dacumento notarial las
ca1ificaciones de su personal.

13 de noviembre Se celebra una reuni6n con la Direcci6n General de Bellas Artes del
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de 2006

26 de enero de
2007

27 de enero de
2007

12 de febrero de

2007

12 de febrero de

2007

13 de febrero de

2007

16 de febrero de
2007

5 de marzo de
2007

3 de marzo de
2007

Ministerio de Cultua en Madrid al que es atendida par el cofundador
de OME, el Sf. Greg Stemm; el representante legal de OME, Don Jose
LUIs GofH y Dona Elisa de Cabo de! Mnisterio de Cultura. Se discuti6
la posibilidad de la existencia de hallazgos de pecios que pudieran
tener interes cultural 0 hist6rico para Espana. OME ofrece a Espana la
oportdad de colaborar en los proyectos discutidos y deja claro que
alguos de los pecios se encontraban en pe1igro par otros sa1vadores y
que OME estaba preparada a colaborar con Espana para identificar y
proteger esos hallazgos. Esta oferta ya se ruzo anteriormente en varias
ocasiones a autoridades Espanolas y Andaluzas.
La representaci6n legal de OME envia un fax a los oficiales de la
Guardia Civil en Algeciras adjuntando una carta nautica en la que se
establece la zona de operaciones asf como de la zona de prueba de
equipos.
Reuni(m de OME y sus representantes legales can la oficiales de 
Guardia Civil de Algeciras. Se Ie explica 1a naturaleza de las
operaciones que se llevanm acabo par OME. Es el entendimiento de
aquellos que atendieron la reuni6n, que ninguna de las actividades
planeadas se considerarian una violaci6n de la ley espanola. Se

acuerda que OME infonne a la Guardia Civil antes del comienzo de
cualquier operaci6n, entregando una detallada carta nautica de la zona
asf como una descripci6n de toda actividad antes de su realizaci6n.
Fax de la representaci6n legal de Odyssey a la atenci6n de los oficia1es
de Ia Guardia Civil en Algeciras adjuntando una nueva carta nautica
de la zona y una descripci6n de las operaciones.
Nota verbal del MA identificando los requisitos para que OME
retome las operaciones. El MA pide que OME identifique el personal
cientffico y tecnico cualificado, que arque6logos designados por la

Junta se encontraran a bordo del buque y que antes de iniciar las
actividades atienda a una reuni6n can expertos britanicos y espanoles

y que se inorme mensualmente acerca de esta fase de las operaciones.
Note verbal de la Embajada Britanica en contestaci6n a 1a nota del
MA del dia anterior en la que se enumeran los requisitos para
retomar las operaciones, se prop one e12S de febrero de 2007 como dfa
de la celebraci6n de la r uni6n de coordinacion del proyecto.
Fax de la representaci6n legal de OME a la atencion de los oficiales de
la Guardia Civil en Algeciras adjuntando una nueva carta nautica de
la zona para la continuaci6n de las actividades de inspecci6n en 1a

zona.
Fax de la representaci6n legal de OME a la atenci6n de 10s oficiales de
la Guardia Civil en Algeciras adjuntado una nueva cart nautica de
)a zona de operaciones asi como copia del aviso alas navegantes.
La Embajada Britanica envia una Note Verbal al MA expresando que
esta de acuerdo can los tenninos expresados por el MA para que
OME retome las operaciones y solicita nuevamente a la Junta que
nombre arque610gos que acompanen a OME. Se refiere la Note Verbal
tambi6n a comenzar a gestionar los preparativos de la primera reuni6n
de coordinaci6n y se propane una nota de prensa conjunta con Espana.
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de maTZO Los representantes legales de OME envfan a los oficia1es de la
2007 Guardia Civil el aviso a navegantes asf como una copia de la carta

nautica indicando la zona relevante para que se continue con las
operaciones de inspeccion.

23 de marzo de Reunion en Sevilla entre Greg Stemm de OME, la representaci6n legal
2007 de OME, la Junta de Andalucfa y la Embajada Britanica. En esta

reuni6n OME realiza una presentaci6n detallada del Proyecto Mar de
Alboran. La Junta esta de acuerdo que la arqueologfa del Proyecto es
excelente y salvo algunas aclaraciones formales de OME, procedenin a
nombrar arque6logos espafioles para que acornpanen a OME.

23 de maTZO de Nota de Prensa del MA en la que se anuncia un acuerdo entre 
2007 Gobiemo espanol y Reino Unido para la realizaci6n de trabajos de

prospecci6n en el tema SUSSEX.
24 de maro Los representantes legales de OME Haman al oficial de la Guardia
2007 Civil .en Algeciras para informarle acerca de la reunion de Sevila y

remitirle copia del articulo de prensa de EI Pais en relacion al
SUSSEX de fecha 26 de maTZO de 2007.

27 de maTZO de Nota de Prensa del Ministerio de Cultura en que se niega que este
2007 Misterio haya autorizado actividades por parte de OME.
30 de maTZO de OME presenta un tercer inorme a la Junta de Andalucia por media de
2007 la Embajada Britanica en contestaci6n a sus requerimientos durante la

reunion en Sevila.

14 de mayo de Fax de la representaci6n legal de OME a la atenci6n de la Guardia
2007 Civil adjuntando copia del aviso a 10s navegantes.

17 de mayo de Fax de 1a representaci6n legal de OME a la atenci6n de la Guardia
2007 Civil adjuntando una nueva carta nautica de la zona de operaciones.
23 de mayo de Los representantes legales de OME contactan con IDS oficia1es de la
2007 Guardia Civil de A1geciras para explicar prensa reciente en relaci6n al

BLACK SWAN y para enviarle un fax con informaci6n que constaba
de una nota de prensa oficial de OME en la que se deja claro que el
BLACK SWAN no se encontr6 durante operaciones en el area que
estaba monitorizando la Guardia Civil y que de hecho no fue
encontrados en aguas espafiolas. Los representantes legales de OME
confirm an que Sli numero de teh fono puede entregarse al cuartel
general de al Guardia Cjvil en Madrd si requieren inormacion.

23 de mayo de Los representantes legales OME redben una llamada del
2007 Comandante Cortes de la Guardia Civil, persona a cargo de las

investigaciones en relaci6n al BLACK SWAN. Los representantes
legales de OME envian una copia del mismo fax que fue enviado
anteriorrente a la Guardia Civil de Algeciras y se ofrece cualquier

informacion adicional que requiera el Comandante Cortes. Los
representantes legales de OME indican que en este momento la
Guardia Civil no necesitaba hablar con los representantes legales de
OME.

23 de may Los representantes legales de OME reciben una carta vfa fax de Don
2007 Julian Martinez Garcia, Director General de Bellas Ares y Patrimonio

Cultural del Ministerio de Cu1tura solicitando que IDS representantes
legales de OME Ie den informacion muy urgente en relacion a la
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identidad del pecio y los documentos de aduanas en 10 que se refiere a
la exportaci6n de Jas monedas a EE.oo.

24 de mayo de Los representantes legales de OME l1aman a Don Julian Martinez
2007 Garcia para organizar una reunion en contestaci6n a su carta.
24 de mayo de Los subcontratistas de OME en Espana son acercados por la Guardia
2007 Civil en Sevilla.
24 de mayo de Decision del juez en el procedimiento abierto contra el Capitan Herron
2007 en el Juzgado de la Lina. E1 juez requiere un inorme de la Guardia

Civil en relaci6n a la territorialidad de las aguas donde ocurri6 el
incidente.

29 de mayo de Los representantes legales de OME se reunen con Don Julian Martfnez
2007 Garcfa en el Ministerio de CuItura y entregan al Sr. Martinez copia de

una carta preparada par los representantes legales OME
respuesta a1 requerimiento de informacion, confirmando inter alia que
el yacimiento del BLACK SWAN no se encuentra en aguas espafiolas
y que la identidad del pecio aun se desconoce.

UnIO Un oficial del Deparmento de Estado de EE 00, informa a un oficial
2007 de la Embajada de Espana, que algunos de 10s falsos informes de las

operaciones de OME en el Mar de Alboran son resultado de la
promoci6n de OME con Volvo y Disney y que a OME no se 1es ha
permitido revelar este extremo publicamente. Esta informacion se paso
de forma oficial segln los usos de los Gobiernos con 1a intenci6n de
aclarar las falsas revelaciones e inforres par la prensa. Sobre este
tema se debfa mantener la confidencialidad.

junio La prensa espanola informa que se han comenzado procedimientos
2007 penales contra OME y que existe una orden de un juez para arrestar y

llevar a puerto espanol alas buques de OME para que estos sean
registrados.

UnIO Greg Stemm se reline can oficiales en la Embajada Espanola en
2007 Washigton DC y le da informacion sustancial sobre las operaciones

de OME en los u1timos nueve aiios.

Jumo Informacion confidencial acerca de la promoci6n de Volvo y Disney
2007 se fitra a la prensa pOI e1 Ministerio de Cultua.

junio de La representacion legal de OME se presenta ante el juez en el tribunal
2007 de la Linea de la Conc.epci6n donde la prensa informo que existlan

diligencias abiertas para as! conseguir informaci6n en re1acion alas
alegaciones. OME entrega un poder para pleitos y un escrito en el que
confrra al juzgado que el BLACK SWAN no se ha localizado en
aguas espafiolas. El juez comunica verbalmente a la representacion
legal de OME que se Ie permite la presentacion de escritos en 
juzgado pero que al ser los procedimientos secretos, el juez no dara
informacion alguna en relacion alas alegaciones 0 el alcance de las
investigaciones.

de junio La representaci6n legal de OME se reune con la Oficina de la Fiscalia
2007 en Cadiz para discutir las a1egaciones criminales. La representacion

legal OME COn1mna que IDS representantes OME estan
dispuestos a testificar en el juzgado y que ofrecen sus buques para una
inspeccion voluntaria en relacion con cualquier alegacion de un deJito
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en aguas jurisdiccionales espanoles; el fiscal declara que OME deberia
presentar cualquier informacion par escrito al juzgado y permitir a este
decidir si quiere informaci6n de OME.

juno La representaci6n legal de OME recibe de vuelta par parte del juzgado
2007 de la Linea el poder para pleitos original y la solicitud de personaci6n

en e1 procediiento sin explicacion alguna del juzgado.
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MARINE

April 1, 2005

Sr. Luis Lafente Bataero
SubDirector General del Proteccion del Patronio Historico
Misterio de Cultu Kigdom of Spai
Plaza de Rey, 1

28004, Madrid, Spam

RE: lvleeting at Minishy of Cultw'e 1IIarch 2005 arranged by Sr. Jose Pons
Irazazabal, MinistlY of Foreign Affairs, Kingdom of Spain

III Attelldallce; Luis Lqfl.ente Batanero (1linisny of Culture, Kingdom of Spain), Greg
Stemm (Odyssey), Jose Luis Gofii Marie Rogers (Gol'7i m1d Associates) and .Michael
Sestak (Embassy of the United States of America)

Dear Sr. Lafente

First of al, let me express my thans to you for talg the tie to explai Spai'
position and for alowig us to answer your questons relatig to the Sussex project.

Those in attendance felt ilat your explanation of concern was usefu and provides a
frework to prevent any problems with the project going forward, as well as to possibly
involve Spai in the observation ofile archaeological excavation of the shipwreck of the
Sussex and perhaps other projects in a positive maner.

At the end of our discussions today, you and I agreed on a course of action which
reflected the issues you presented, and ths letter serves to conf the results of our
discussions.

I understad that you are requestig that we temporary cease operations so that you may
conduct some research with the Spansh Governent in order to propose action on the
followig issues:

1. Spain s interest in becoming involved with tbe archaeology oftbe Sussex

Without prejudice to the legal statu of waters the Sussex lies in you have suggested that
the fact that it lies close to Spai represents an OPPDrtty for the UK to extend to Spain
an invitation for some involvement in certai asects of the archaeological excavation of

5:!15 Laurel Street . Tamp:! , FI. 33607 l)hunc: SB- !J76-177G Fax: 813- 1376- 1777
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the shipwreck, in order to :fer your ovv research into the underwater cultual heritage
close to Spai' s shores.

Ths potential cooperation might include a proposal for a Spansh appointed archaeologist
to be invited to join the operation to obsenre and report the results to the Spansh
Governent.

Requested action: You wil pJ'pose the terms of Spain desired archaeological

association 1-lIith-the Sussex project.

2. A policy for shipwrecks of other nations with Spanish hitorical association

You expressed that Spai has a cultual interest in historical shipwrecks that have
somehow been involved in the IGngdom of Spai s hiory, without regard to ovvership.
You expressed that the Kigdom of Spai would lie to present its ideal pareters for
involvement in these tyes of projects and possibly other sovereign Spansh shipwrecks
that Odyssey may fid, wheth r in international waters, or the waters of other countres.

Requested action: For you to provide a proposed protocol for Spain s involvement with
shipwrecks that Odyssey may find that are not Spain s property, but with Spanish

heritage association.

3. Determination of Spain s competent authority for Sussex and other projects

Considerig items #1 and #2 above, Spai wi propose a stategy for assigng the
competency for cultual resource maagement - whether in teITtorial waters or
international waters.

The result wi be a specifc recommendation for the competency and involvement of the
Spansh governent

Requested action: For you to identify Spain s competent authority for the supervision 
Spain s involvement with lhe shipwrecks with whom. we wil be in consultation in the

future.

4. Policy with the United States md the United Kigdom on warships

Spai wishes to develop a policy in coordiation with the UK and the US for the
management of sovereign warships, with respect for ownership rights, but taking into
consideration cultual associations and the desire to share archaeological inormation 
without regard for where shipwrecks lie.

Ths policy might entai use of the Sussex as a model for the fist shipwreck project
accomplished under ths protocol.

Requested action: For YOZl to contact appropriate authorities in Spain that are deali12g
with sovereign shipwreck legal issues in the UK and US and provide comment on
whether any legal initiatives by these cOllntries might be applicable to the Sussex project.
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Odyssey .wil seek to have informationfrom both these countresfun7ished to YOll to assist
on this issue.

5. Protocol for Spanish shipwrecks found throughout the world

Recogng Odyssey leadership in the field of deep ocean archaeology and
conservation, and in view of Odyssey s wiingness to cooperate with the Kigdom of
Spai in protection of Spai' s sovereign imune shipwrecks which Odyssey may locate
in international waters - or "te terrtorial waters of other countres - we would like to
develop a protocol for dealg with these shipwrecks in advance afIocatig them.

This protocol would include an agreement for notication as well as a policy for
protection, potential archaeological excavation and conservation, as well as ultiate
disposition of aracts subject to the reguatioll of the Kigdom of Spai.

Requested action: For YOll to provide a proposed protocol for notification, protection und
process for possible engage,ment of Odyssey s archaeological services for Spanish
shipwrecks outside Spain s territorial walers.

6. Proposed demonstration project

At ths tie, Odyssey is prepared to collaborate with you to conduct a model excavation
of one of the ancient Roman or Phoenician shipwrecks we have located in the terrtorial
waters of Spai. Ths would be accomplished -i cooperation with the competent
archaeological authority of Spai, and the collection of arcts, as well as al records
from the project would be tued over to Spai.

Requested action: For you to provide Odyssey with the appropriate contacts in the
lnstitzltion or Department in Spain with 111hom such a project might be undertaken, as
well as the course for authorization of slich an operation, conditional on meeting Spain
legal and policy requirements for such a project.

7. Project plan questions

We understd that your archaeologists are carefuy reviewig the Sussex project plan
and intend to provide questions relative to that document. Once we have received those
questons, we wil endeavor to answer any of your concerns or address any issues which
might result from their exaration.

We also std ready to propose to the UK Governent that selected members of your
team visit the sbip as observers in order to become famliar with the archaeological
technology and systems fisthand.

Requested action: For YOli to provide Odyssey with a list of questions related to the
Sussex project plan that the Ministr of Culture would like addressed as soon as possible
so that we have time to respond before Apri/15.
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I believe that these are the outstadig issues that you and I decided should be addressed
going forward, in order to provide the Kigdom of Spai an understdig of the Sussex
project, but also to move forward in other areas of possible cooperation in the
management and protection of underwater cultual heritage.

As we discussed, we understad that there are policy decisions to be made and other
agencies to consut in the development of a response to these issues, which will take
some tie. I have consulted with our Directors, and we have decided to suspend
operations on the Sussex site for 15 days in order to show our good faith and to provide
you "Wth tie to present us "Wth a plan to address these issues, as well as a tietable that
you feel may be necessar to address any outdig issues that canot be dealt with
withIn ths tie period.

Agai, I appreciate your cooperation and std ready to provide whatever assistace you
might requie to help in the resolution oftbese issues.

Sincerely,

.I 

-:.

. v- 

Z: 

;3 %J
Gry&,Stemm
DIrector, Odyssey Mare Exploration Inc.
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YSSEY
MARINE EXPLORATION

EXHIT E-

TO THE

CHRONOLOGY

Fax to Mr. Manuel de la Camara

dated November 17, 2005

with

Attached Fax to Mr. Pedro MoyaMilanes

and

English Translation

ANXO E-

CRONOLOGIA

Emision por Fax a D. Manuel de la Camara

Fecha de 17 de noviembre de 2005

con

Emision por Fax adjunto a D. Pedro Moya Mianes

Traduccion Inglesa

TlJs daelll/JI/ eOflfidenltal and In/elIded onlyjor rhe IISf! ojlhe recipient. JI simuid /101 be dlSlrtb/llcn 10 aay parly 11/1/1011

U/lllIoriatlan ajan offcer Dr legal represi!IIlalJ\e ojOrtysseJ' Murine ExpllJrnlion ine.

&Ie dfJcumenla es canjidencta! J' solo para e! USD de reciplellie de!lgnada. No debe ser dls/rlbl/lda Q c/lalquiC'r porle S!II Qulori:acl6n

de /I/aficia! CJ represenlrllia legnl tie Odyssey Morine E:rplomlifJlI Inc.
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MINt6lERIO os
A5UNT05
exeRlooES v IJE
COOPERAGION

SECRETAFW\ DE ESTADO DE
ASUNTDS EXTERIORES Y PA

(BEROAMSR\CA
DIIjECGION GENERL De POLmC:A

EXTeRIOR. PARA l;uflOP,o y
AMERICh O!;LNORTE

F A X

De: Direcci6n General de poHtica Exte rior para Europa y America de Norte.

A: D. Padro MQya Mllanes
Conse1eria de la Pn;sldencia de la Junta de Andatucia

Asunto: ODYSSEY

Su fax: a q 5 S D 5.. '8 Cj I Nffax : 91 394 8a 27
DE PAGS. INCLUYENDO PORT ADA: 

Fecha: 11-11-

Adjunto te remlto el fax que remlte la D1reccl6n Genera! de Bellas Artes y
Slenes Culturales del MiJ1isterio de Cultura al Minlsterio de Asuntos Exteriores el
pasado 28 de juno. Como puedes ver tanto el enunciado como el contenldo es
claro , rotL;n-do eiequIVDGO. 

Tras la lectura de este fax se remlti6 la Nota Verbal que, igualmente te

adjunto a Ie Embajada Norteamerlcana, Estos son- IDs hechos.

Me parece un a5unto muy serio en el que de nlnguna manara podemos
dar a entender que la tramitacl6n fue incorreta per nuestra parte, Baja mi puntD de
vista sole cabe que el Minlsterio de Cultura aclare con la Junta de Andalucfa lOB

rminos en los que se produjo el contenida de la telecopia del pasado 28 de junio.

Jose Pons

PI. MarQuB de Salamanca, 8
28QQfiADRID
'fel. 91 37.9 92 37/98 19
Fax 91577 30 11

GOR eo ELEC'f6NICO I

EN CASO DE PROBl,EMAS EN LA RECE Ct6N, fOR FAVOR, lLAME A NUESTRAS OFICINAS

QbJ
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SUBD:ICCI0N GENE DE PRO'JCCION DEL PA TI0NIO EITOroCO

de FAX (91) 5229:;115

DircciOJl General de Belll!s AT.

tas y Bienes Culturales

TEL&FAX

A W\ ATENCION DE P. Manuel de la CamClra

DE; Luis Lafuente.

DE pAGINA5: 

lEXTO

Te ramlta fa postura del M nisterlo de Cultura y de.la Junta de AndClIU4

en ralaci6n coh (13:5 actuacions:5 de fa empresa QDYSSEY en elSuasex.

. .
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MINISTER-IO
' CULTURA

I)IIU! QIQ'" OC:H
Dt D.IiU.4S A Tt!
of 811;: H"a . TUF

EI Min1sterio de C1.1t1 ra del Reino de Espana y la Junia de Andaluda

admite:Li que: el naufragio 'de liMS Sussox, dondeqiera ql.c este os 
d(;

propiedad exd'Usiva de! Goblerno bdta11ico y 
ql1e Odyssey Marine

Exploration Ine tiel1 lln conuai:o en 8xclusividad pexa la excavac.6n del

citado -pecio.

...

El Min1sterio de Cl11tu.ra y 
la Junta de Andalucia. dee3 tooer la certeza de

e el pecio de que se trata. 
s el Sussex.. Para satisfacer este requ to, S6

debe.ra pematir IT rdo d l Odyssey a 0s reresen antes que 1a Junta 

.Adauc;ia d-eigne durate 
laB etapas prellmares de Ia operoci6 con

acccSO pleno a toda prueba que S6a 
recuperada.

En el cafiO de q'l,c so comp!obara Y e1 Reino Unida admitiera que 01 b1.qu

es el S1JSS , la J1Ita de Andauda renocera el der
ho de Odyssey para

contin:uar 11:s operaciones e.n el yaoimieI1to de conformdad con el plan

arqlleo16gico que ba sido a.utorizado por el
Reino Unido 'I 

qu.a todos 105

oojetos de ese pecib l1erteoecen at Gobiemo del Reina Unido,

Basra que t9ga partes 110 del) por valida. la identicaci6n del pecio

Qmo el del Sussex Cl,alqLtiem de 10s objetos rec\1pera oS Else

yaciroento ser inventarados Y conseados en 1ugar segua en e1 bareo

de:sde el cuallas op racioDes e.t8 siendo dirgidas.

, -

En el caso de que el pecio no tesultae ser el S\1se'/ Ie- Junta de Andahwfa

estara. de aco.erdo en coopeTar con el Gobierno 
del Reina Dnido 

': 

caD

OdYssey para con.tinUal 1a busqueda del S'Ussex dando perms par que

esta tenga. lugar en 
1as aguas es'pwolas de la cost de 

Andalucia.

En el caso de que se llev n a cabo futu operaclones de b6squ da del

Sussexj OdYS51:Y hara. dispQnible; un camte para. 1. obserador

design ado por )a JU'ta d Andalucf8. Odyssey tambien prporcionara

comida y alojamlento para este obseradr sin nigf cargo.

d tr P ..9.1 lJuier bUS'Iu
eda. reelzada Il agu t rrtoriales

espanolas de la costa andaluza, no 
st: toe oiIDiento sin el

de la JUtl t. nEt _Ann::lnciaJ1unque sf S€; pecrititf fatos

a 1a identificacion del peele.
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MINISTERIO
" CULTURA

Olltt:CC,,:r.. crt;"ER'
DI; QeLLA Af\"e6
., II lEO/a.. CULTIJIIJ.

Todos los daos de busqueda, loca.Hzad6n 
de. pedos y cualquier om

informaci6n qu.e se genere por estas jactivic1des en aguas terrtoriales de la

costa andalLlza Scn. entregada a la Junta de 
Andalucia

Toda aclivid-ad de qusqL1 a en 1as agas jursdiccionales de la costa de

Andalucia se ,,ealizra de confonndad con la normativa relatva 

patrimoJl itLlrat at1daluz n() a$ de 
i6n y demas no:r--

licable

Al finalizar las operaciones ieferentes al Sussex. .
Odyssey entIegara a la

Jtlta de Andalu.cfa toda 
la. d2.cumentaci6n ar ueo16 . i:clllyendo el

infoTI fial de la excavaci6n 0 
prospec llevada a. c , fates videos...

relativos a1 pecio para empleo no lucr
rtivo educativo y de 1nvcstgaci6n.

.... . . . .
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(Translation of Offcial Document)
. 9 

1vSTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIS AN COOPERATION

SECRETARY OF STATE OF FOREIGN AFAI AN FOR IBEROAMRICA
GENE DIRCTORATE OF FOREIGN POLICY FOR EUROPE AN NORTH
AMRICA

FAX

FROM: GENRA DJRCTORATE OF FOREIGN POLICY FOR EUOPE 
NORTH AMRICA

TO: lv. Pedro Maya Mianes
Deparent of the P esidency oftl1e Jllta De Andalusia

SUBJECT: ODYSSEY

Fax # 0955 051897 Our Fax: 91 394 8627

No of Pages Includig Cover: 8

Date: Nov 17 2005

. Attached I remit to you the fax that the General Dirctorate of Fines Ars and Cultual
Goods of the Mistr of Cultue sent to the Mistr of Foreign Afais last July 2S. As
you can see the statement as well as the content is clear, emphatic and unstakable.

Afer readig ths fax a Nota Verbal was sent that, equally I attach for you, to the
American Embassy. These are the facts.

It seems to me a very serious issue in which under no circumtances can we let it be
understood that the procedure was incOlTectly cared out by us. In my view all that can
be done is for the Mistr of Cultue to clar with the Junta de Andalucia the terms
upon which the content of the fax ofthe 28 June was produced.

THE DIRCTOR GENERA

JOSE PONS

ELECTRONIC 
PI. Marques de Salamanca
28006- MARI
Tel: 91 37992 37/9879
Fax: 91 577 30 11

In case of reception problems, please, call our offces
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GENERA SUBDIRCTORATE OF THE PROTECTION OF HISTORICAL
PATRIONY

GENERA DIRCTORATE OF FIN ARTS AN!) CUTU GOODS

TELE-FAX

TO TI ATTENTON OF: Mr. Manuel de la Camara

FROM: Luis Lafente

No ofFages: 2

TEXT:

I send you the position of the Mistr of Cultue and the Junta de Andalusia in relation
to the actions of the company ODYSSEY on the Sussex

SIGNATU OF SENDER

MJSTRY OF CULTU
GENERA DIRCTORATE OF FIN-: ARTS AN CULTU GOODS

The Mins1T of Cultue of the Kigdom of Spai and the Jl.ta de Andalusia admt that
the smpwreck ofHMS Sussex, wherever ths is, is the exclusive propert of the British
Governent and that Odyssey Mare Exloration Inc. has a contract with I:xclusivity for
the I:xcavation of said wreck.

The Mistr of Cultue and the Junta de Andalusia desire to bave the certaity that the
wreck that is being dealt with is the Sussex. To satisfy this requiement, the
representatives must be permtted on board the Odyssey that the Junta de Andalusia
designates durg the preliar stages of the operation with fu access to all proof that
is recovered.

In the case that it is proved and the United Kingdom admts that the sbip is the Sussex,
the Junta de Andalusia wi recogne the right of Odyssey to contiue the operations in
the deposit in conformance with the archaeological plan that bas been authoried by the
United Kingdom and all the obj eets of tls wreck belong to the Governent of the United
Kigdom.

Unti all the pares valdate the identication of fue wreck as the Sussex, any of the
objects recovered from ths deposit will be inventoried and conserved in a secur place on
fue sbip ftom which the operations are diected.
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In the case that the wreck does not result in bemg the Sussex, the J11ta de AndaIusia will
agree to cooperate with the Governent of the United :Kgdom and with Odyssey to
contiue the search for the Sussex givig permssion for ths to tae place in the Spansh
waters of the Andalusian coast.

In the case that futue Sussex search operations are brought to a head, Odyssey wi make
available a stateroom for an observer designated by the Junta de Andalusia. Odyssey will
also provide meals and lodgig for ths observer without any charge.

In the course of any search cared out in Spansh terrtorial waters oftha ATdalusian
coas no deposit wi be touched without the permssion of the Junta de Andalusia
although photos and videos are pentted for the identication of the wreck.

All of the inormation of search, location of wrecks and any other inormation that is
generated by these activities in terrtorial waters of the Andalusian coast will be delivered
to the Junta de Andalusia. 

Al search activity in the jursdictional waters oflle Andalusian coast wi be cared out
in conformance with the rules applicable to Andalusian cultual patrony, navigational
rues and fuher applicable rules.

To fialze the operations refen-g to the Sussex, Odyssey will deliver to the Junta de
Andalusia al of the archaeological documentation, includig a report of the fial
excavation or sureyig cared out. photos, videos... related to the wreck for non
lncrative educational use and for investigation.

- End-
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