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"The gun is now mounted on an English 19th—cenuiry sohd—trall carriage.

' The chase bears in relief the cipher of the Zeeland Division of the Dutch East In

HENRICUS WEGEWAERT ME FECIT ENCHUSAE and:is incised with the number

1243. The vent has had a hinged cover, now missing.

f
3
4
f

|

L 7ft3in(221cm): 7/t 8in(233-7cm) Cal ¢1in (13 cm):

Transferred from the Ordnance Depot, R.A.O.C., Hillsea, Portsmouth in 1936. O
loan since 1940 to the Royal Hospital, Chelsea. L

Henrick Wegewaert, a bell and gunfounder, worked ﬁij_sf_‘iﬁ'DeVe_li'te_r, Holland, whe
he was born in c. 1580, joining the cannon foundry at ‘Enkhuizen (Eiichusae) on th
Zuider Zee (now the Ijsselmeer) as its second master founder in 1621. He died there
1624 (see C. N. Fehrman, De Kamper Klokkengieters (Kampen, 1967), 155-78, 244~5
The foundry started in 1613 and was finally closed down about 1780. )

CARRIAGE

6 Bronze Breech-Loading Swivel Gun, 23 pdr (P159) 3
Dutch (Middelburg), c. 1670 ‘ BN

Company, the second reinforce is stamped with the control mark of the foundry:
Middleburg, the capital of the province of Zeeland, and the number 1824, the weight
Amsterdam pounds (1 ‘pond” = -494 kg.), is incised justin front of the breech openir
The cascabel is chased with acanthus foliage. There is an iron traversing lever, n
corroded and split and bent into an upward curve, which may or may not be
original shape. There are two slots in the base of the breech for the wedge securing ¢
chamber and a third slot in the under side; these slots are"usual in this type of gun.
trunnions are fitted with an iron pivot, of which much, of the spike is missing.
original chamber is preserved. Made of metal similar to.that of the gun, it is of small
internal diameter than the bore, tapers slightly from base t6'mouth and has a:rectangyl
lifting handle; the base has a projecting lip to engage:with: the securing wedge.
chamber bears a repetition of the control mark on the gan: The vent is spiked.

N

L3ft8in(1118cm): 4fi (1229 om) Cal 29 in(7°4cm) L Chamber 9 in (229 cm) Diam bore
17 (33 em) s L T
Transferred in 1963 from the Royal United Service Musetim (Cat. No. 2682) to w
it was presented by Captain J. C. Wickham, R.N. Captain Wickham, an experien
surveyor, was appointed to the command of the Beggle in'1837 to make a survey ofi
Australian coast and Bass Strait. The gun was discovered on 24 April 1840 on the
island (promptly named Gun Island) of the Pelsart Group. With it was a quanti
ornamental brasswork, glass bottles and pipes. John Nort Stokes, who took oves
command of the Beagle when Wickham was invalided home in 1841, describes the
dent and illustrates the gun in his Discoveries in Australia; with an Account of the Coas
Rivers explored and surveyed during the Voyage of the Beagle, in the Years 183743 (Lod
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8 Bronze Gun, 3 pdr' N XIX. 82
Dutch (Amsterdam), dated 1685 » '

The first reinforce bears the cipher of the Amsterdam D1V1s1on ‘of the Dutch East India
Company and is incised with the Amstérdam town mark: The base ring is stamped 488
(probably the weight in Amsterdam pounds) and mscnbed C:FREMYME:F:A:LODAMI
A0:1685 (C. Fremy me fecit Amstelodami anno 1685). Therc are dolphms and the
chase girdle is ornamented with a band of foliage.

Lyftgin (1448 cm): 5t 2in(157:5cm) Cal 2+ -7 in (6-9 cm)

From the Indian d1sarmamcnt of 1859 following the Indlan Mutmy Prcsented by the
Indian Government in 1861 (Hewitt, 1859 Inventory (Addn) p. 9, No. 1204).

Claude Fremy was the chief bell and gunfounder in Amstcrdam from c. 1682 to 1699.
A gun signed by him and dated 1694, also bearing the c1pher of the Dutch Fast India
Company, was recovered in 1970 from the wreck of ‘one of their slnps, the Hollandia,
which sank off the Isles of Scilly in 1743. Another gun by Fremy is-in the Museo del
Ejército, Madrid, No. 3901.

9 Bronze Gun, 12 pds ‘ S
Dutch (The Hague), dated 1734 ST

The first reinforce bears in relief the arms of the Provmce of Holland surmounted bya
coronet and surrounded by a ribbon inscribed with the motto VIGILATE. DEO. CON
FIDENTES (Be vigilant and trust in God). The base ring bears the name of the founde
etC., ME. FECIT. ADRIANUS. CRANS. HAGAE. A0 1734, and is stamped with the numbe
3990, probably the weight in Amsterdam pounds. The first reinforce ring is engrave
TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE REGENT. Wn:h below, on the reinforce
HUMBLY PRESENTED WITH EVERY SENTIMENT OF.RESPECT & DUTY IN TH
NAMES OF THE CAPTORS. ROBT. ROLLO GILLESPIE COLL. COM. ON JAVA and
below the coat of arms, TAKEN BY STORM ON THE BAT’I‘ERIES WITHIN THE LINE
OF CORNELIS ON THE ISLAND OF JAVA 26TH" OF AUGUST 1811 Thc g
dolphins. ‘

<IDENT

L1oft 1in(307:3cm): 10 ft 10in (3302 cm) Cal ¢- 7in (12 cm)

No. 9 was taken together with Nos. 11 and 235 (g..) When the Island of Java was c3j
tured in 1811 by a force commanded by Major-General Sir Samuel Auchmuty, Colo
R. R. Gillespie being in command of the advance. The lmcs of Cornelis were the de "\
sive positions at Meester Cornelis, a suburb to the south- of Batavia. Five years later th
island was restored to the Dutch. No. g is virtually a pair to No. 11 and there is a simil
gun in the Rotunda Museum, Woolwich, No. . 162 Adrian Crans was a member’o
a large family of gunfounders who worked at The Hague; Amsterdam and Enkhuiz,
in the first half of the eighteenth century. The Patnarch and father of Adnan was
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Lzftzin(66cm): 2t 55in(74:9 cm) Cal 13 in (33 cm) " Wit (where given) xrx, 24— 1qtrz1lb
(22°2 kg); 3ax. 26~ 1qtr 23 b (23 kg); xax. 27— 1gtr 20 I (218 k). " o

These model cannon first appear in the Duplicates or Inventories for Sale of the Goods
and Personal Estate of the late King Charles 1st. which were made according to- the Act
of Parliament passed 4 July 1649 and amended 17 July:1651. ‘They were then in the
armoury of St. James’s Palace and were included in lot No. 28, which consisted of a
number of military models, valued in all at 440, as ‘15 peeces of brass ordinance, each }
one about 22 ynches long being mounted on their carrages’ (L.R. 2/r24, £. 67). They were
not apparently sold but were lodged in the Tower as ‘items of curiosity, for the 1665
Inventory (App. I) includes fourteen ‘small brs peeces of inch bore’. When the 1683
Inventory (App. I) was taken the number-had been reduced to teri-and they were then
mounted ‘in ye Trayne house on Ship carr.” The 1750 Guide described them as:

* A small Train of ten Pieces of pretty little Cannon, neatly mounted on P;opcr Carriages, being a Present.
from the Foundary of London to King Charles I when a Child, to practice the Art of Gunnery with.”

During the 1841 fire all the original carriages appéé.#:té have been destroyed ands
X1X. 28 was badly damaged. I :

CARRIAGES

each gun is mounted on a mid tgth-century wooden triick carriage probably made t
replace the original ship-type carriage destroyed in the 1841 fire. There are only tw
wheels, the rear being supported on blocks. "The cheeks or sides. of the carriage ar .
ornamented with the badge of the Princé of Wales and the initials c.». (Carolus Princep
applied in relief. L

4t Five Small Bronge Gl-ms’ and Carriages (PL 74) " | : XIX. 20— '
‘English, dated 1639; carriages later RS

These five guns are slightly smaller than the preceding ‘series and the mouldings a
lighter and more graceful. On each gun the second reinforce bears the badge of

Prince of Wales and c.»., the first reinforce being inscribed with the maker and da
THOMAS PIT MADE THIS PEECE 1639 and with the weight riumerals. The touch h

is bushed with steel, except for xax. 31 where the bush.has-'bcen_blqw;i-out. No. x1x,

lacks the badge and initials and is slightly smaller in th':é.ibiqfé} o

L2fi(61am): 2ft 25 (673 0m) Cal 11 in (28 am)  Wisxrx. 295 1qtr 117h (177 kg); xrx. 50—
1 gtr 9 1b(16°8 kg): x1x. 31— 1 gir 10 b (172 kg): xxx. 32— 1 qir 12 1b (181 kg): XX, 33— 1 gtr 12 b
(18-1 kg) ‘ R e : . »
Thomas Pit or Pitt was the son of Henry Pitt, ¢f. No. 3_"5-5 He died in 1645 and in his
is described as ‘of the Tower of London Gunfounder” (P.C.C. Rivers 130). A m
by Thomas Pitt is at Blair Castle, the property of the D_uk_e,of Atholl. -
CARRIAGES et '
Similar to those of the preceding series.




L ‘52 Bronze Gun, 24 pdr (Pls. 50-51) t XIX. 42

 Bnglish (Woolwich), 1743 (?) |
- Similar to No. 51 in all respects except that probably due to damage suffered in the

o ({1 _;'_'2,1841 fire the inscription on the base ring, almost certainly-A. sSCHALCH FECIT, is
- ..-hearly illegible. Three deep slots in the base ring show where the iron crown which
. secured the core when the gun was cast has been destroyed by the action of sea water.

."'A“'_.'__I'he cascabel is damaged and the button is missing. The number 23 is incised on the
© " right trunnion.

L 9ft 6in(289-6cm) Cal 6in (152 crm)

- “This gun appears in the 1841 Guide (p. 40) ds: 28. A brass 24-pdr. Gun, recovered
- from the wreck of the Royal George by Mr. Deane’s apparatus. It is still in tolerably

" ..good condition.’ The complete disappearance of the iron parts is due to long submersion
.. in the sea; sea water when in contact with a copper alloy and iron sets up an electrolytic

- action which attacks.and destroys the iron. Cf. Nos. 51, 54, 172.

. CARRIAGE

- When the gun was raised much of its original carriage was preserved with it. A drawing

. of the gun on its carriage appears in Charles Knight’s London (London 1842), I, 253 (see

- “Introd. p. 27). This carriage was destroyed in the 1841 fire and a replacement soon

" deteriorated. A naval truck carriage of later date was provided in 1908 from old stock

.+ in the Royal Naval Ordnance Depot, Woolwich (Works 14/179). This was completely
- destroyed by a terrorist bomb on 17 July 1974. _—

: :":' .. :53 Two Iron Guns, 24 pdrs (PL Bo) XIX. 20, 2I

E ”'."I_Exactly alike and quite plain except for bold stepped mouldings at the muzzles and the

- usual astragal and ogee mouldings at muzzle, breech and the start of the two reinforces.

.+ The prominent cascabels have long baluster-shaped buttons ending in small round knobs;
" that on'X1x. 20 has been broken off and replaced. The right trunnion of each gun bears

... in relief the initials Jr of the founder John Fuller. The first reinforce of both guns is
' incised with the weight, that of X%, 20 with 32-2-24 and that of x1x. 21 with 33-0-2.

®

L

L L 10 ft(304'8 em): 11 ft 4 in (345°4 cm) Cal 61 in(15'5cm) WixIx. z0—3z2 cwt 2 gtr 24 1b (1662 kg):
" LOXIX. 21—33 cwt 2 [ (1677 kg) o

e Returned from Ireland in 1849.

_ The archaic design of these guns with their prominent, pointed cascabels and heavy,

73
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imagined ‘it had been left in mistake’. x1x. 44 appears in the 1845 Guide (p. 119) and was
formerly x1x. 42 in the 1859 Inventory. The 1861 Inventory of guns in the Royal Arsenal,
Woolwich, includes two of the Danish frigate’s guns, of which xtx. 45 is probably the
one whose weight is given as ‘7 cwt. 3.3’. It was transferred to the Central Ordnance
Depot, Donnington, in 1957 and from there to the Tower in 1964. The gun numbered
9 of this set is in the collection of Mr. W. Keith Neal,", . - .. '

61 Bronze Gun, 3 pdr, and Carriage (Pls. 50-51) " o o . XIX. 220

English, c. 1790; carriage modern _
The gun is short in relation to the calibre, with looPé'jbéloW the cascabel button to
secure it to an elevating screw. The second reinforce bears.in low relief the initial m

surmounted by a crest, on a ducal coronet a peacock close, ‘probably for a member of the
Harcourt family. The piece bears neither founder’s name nor other markings.

Lzft8in(81:3cm): 3ft(91°4 cm) Cal 3in (76 cm) o

Probably made for Major General the Hon. William, Harcourt, 1743~1830, who
succeeded as 3rd Earl Harcourt in 1809 and became Field Marshal and G.C.B. in 1820.
He was Governor of the Royal Military College, Great Marlow, 1801-11. The gun was
perhaps passed to the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst, from which it was trans-
ferred to the Tower in 1959, together ‘with No. 79. Now on a modern truck carriage.

62 Bronze Howitzer, 10 in, and Carriage 5’ ; .: S XIX. 299
English (Woolwich), dated 1791; carriage modern

Of cylindrical form with pronounced muzzle and base rings. A wide band at second
reinforce supports two naturalistic dolphins. Royal arms-are cast in relief on the chase;
the letter ® under a coronet for Charles, 3rd Duke of Richmond, Master General of
the Ordnance, 178;—3 and 1784-95, on the reinforce. ‘The breech ring is incised with -
the makers’ names and date 1° & HY XING FECERUNT 4°1791. The left trunnion is 3
cut with the foundry numbers No. 1 20. The cascabel-is cast for a loop ring but th
lump has not been bored out. el ‘

Lsft11in (1194 cm): 4ft 7in (1397 cm) Cal 10 in (254 cm) PR TEE
On loan to the Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, and placed at’ the-entrance to the old Royalt
Brass Foundry where it was made. Mounted on a modern wooden bed. John and Henry
King were appointed Founders of the Royal Brass Foundry at Woolwich in 1784, and
Foreman and Assistant Foreman in 1789, being promoted to Master Founder and’
Assistant Founder on the revival of these offices in 1797. John King continued in the
post until his death in 1813 when he was succeeded by his-brother Henry (W.O. 47/11
p- 692; W.O. 47/2560, p. 414; W.O. 47/2630, p. 1143 BRI

—

63 Bronze Gun, 1 pdr (Pl. 60) XIX, I

English, dated 1793

The gun is long and slender and is of the type often called a.n ‘Amusette’. It is engra
with the monogram of George III on the first reinforce and with' that of the Ma
General of the Ordnance, Charles, 3rd Duke of Rich{:;opd, on the chgse, both framf
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a design of large floral scrolls enclosing similar grape-harvesting cupids with birds and
animals below. Tongues of flame project from the second reinforce ring and from the
chase and muzzle astragals. The cascabel is ornamented with acanthus foliage. The base
ring is incised with the number 63, with the weight 115-2-0 above and the number 32
below, both the weight and the second number being later additions. The vent was
originally fitted with a hinged cover, which seems to.have been deliberately removed.

Ligft1in(581-7cm): 20ft 1in(612°1cm) Cal 6in(152 cm)-',i Wt 115 cwt 2 gir (58674 kg)

This gun was brought to England from Malta somé time after 1800: In 1826, after lying
for some years near the door of the Storekeeper’s Ofﬁcc in tthoyal Arsenal, Woolwich,
it was mounted on a cast-iron carriage designed by the Royal Carriage Department,
Woolwich, and made by the firm of John Hall of Dartford, Kent. It then stood within
the main gate of the Royal Arsenal until it was transferred to the Tower in 1962.

Alof de Wignacourt whose arms appear on Nos. 730 and 131 was born in 1547, 2 mem-
ber of an ancient and distinguished family of Picardy. He became a Chevalier of the
Langue of France and served as Grand Master of the Order of St. John from 1601 until
his death in 1622. One of his non-military achievements was the building of an aqueduct
to bring water to Valetta, Malta. His portrait in armour, painted by Caravaggio in 1608,
is in the Musée du Louvre, Paris. ' st

CARRIAGE

Of cast iron.

Wt 3 ton 13 cwt (37084 kg). S
The decoration of the carriage was described in 182.7as follows:

‘In the formation of the Carriage care has been taken to adhere strictly to the Classical History of that
Island. On one of its Brackets is therefore exhibited the Shipwreck of the Roman Galley from which St.
Paul escaped in a Bay of the Island (and has thus taken his name) who is shewn in the act of Casting off
the Viper into the Fire which had adhered to his hand ‘with:the terror and amazement of the Natives upon
this proof of his Heavenly invulnerability. The opposite Bracket contains the Arms of Malta with its
Motto *Citta Vittoriosa™ in addition to which are the arms of ‘the Knights “uplifted Swords” and their
Motto “pour le Foy™. The lower panels are covered with Baners on which were intended to be placed
the Names of Two of its celebrated Grand Masters. The Spokes of the Truck are-formed of the Maltese
Cross and Sword. The Bed (being generally figuratively expressed) is formed of the Dog, peculiar to the
Island [called by] the Name [of] Bichou and mentioned as such: in Roman History.’ .
(W.0. 44/519) IS

Although the bulk of the carriage is of cast iron, the wheel bosses are of bronze gilt
and the panel on the cheek depicting St. Paul’s shipwreck is-of pewter. Near the latter]
is stamped the signature c. JAmzs, presumably the name of the designer. He may be the;
artist of that name who exhibited a portrait in ‘wax at the Royal Academy in 179
A bronze plaque at the end of the trail reads: CONSTRUCTED ROYAL CARRIAG
DEPARTMENT FIELD MARSHAL THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON MASTER GENERA

MDCCCXXVIL ST

131 Bronze Culverin, 16 pdr (Pls. '34, 55) '-_» :
DProbably Flemish, c. 1610

The piece is of exceptional length and finely oi';ia:ménted‘in'.felicﬁ The first reinforc
bears two shields-of-arms, of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem and of Alof de Wign3
court, Grand Master of the Order 1601—22. Above the shields, on the second reinforcé
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guns bearing similar markings are in the Musée de I’ Armée, Paris (No. N 92), date:
1548, and in the Museo Nazionale Storico d’Artigleria, Turin (No. 48-P41), dated 1553
The last gun, which is almost identical with No. 133, is believed to be one of a group o
guns ordered by Henry II and the Duke Ottavio Farnese in 1553 and made in Parma
Italy, possibly by the master gunfounder Giovanni (Jean) Coutur or Colturo who en.
tered the service of the Duke in that year. Another gunfounder named as Jehan Contou
from Sienna, probably the same man, also made cannon for the King in 1553 (J. Bruxor
& J. Barrud, Les Frangais en Italie sous Henri II (Marseilles, 1952), 68). R

. 134 Bronze nﬁ»um& ®Lsp . - | L xx a3
_ Frenich (Le Havre), m&& 1636 o o o S .. :
) .Hmn.w.mn.nn is .ﬂw&.. .ﬁmﬁ_umoumrmumu The chase bears a crowned initial L. (for Louis XIII) in

e Harnh and, on the first reinforce, also in relief, are two.shields-of-arms of France and

- Navarre respéctively surrounded by the collars of the Ordetsof the Saint Esprit.and of
“Saint’ Michel and surmounted by a ctown, the date 1636 and the hathe CARDINAL DE.
R1CHELIEY divided by an anchor. Below is incised the weight 23-3-0. The base ring
is inscribed in relief IOHANNES*DE GVINDERTAL*ME FECIT AV HAVRE DE GRACE,
The vent is flanked by two lugs for a hinged cover, but these have never been drilled for
the attachments. :

Loft(z74:3am):9 ft 7in (2921 cm) Cal 43in(11cm) W 23 cwt 3 gir (12065 kg)

Recovered from the mouth of the Thames, in Sea Reach, in 1961 and presented by the
Port of London Authority. The fact that the weight is incised in the English manner
makes it probable that the gun was a captured piece later mounted in an English vessel
which foundered.

Armand Jean du Plessts, Cardinal, Duc de Richelieu, 1585-1642, the greatest French
statesman of the 17th century, was largely responsible for the reorganisation of the
French Navy, of which he was Grand-Maftre 1626—42, and the establishment of a cannon
foundry at Le Havre in 1626. No. 134, a canon de 8 livres, is a rare example of the first
French regulation series of naval cannon, the sizes and decoration being decreed by
Richelien. Another example, a canon de 12 of the same date and by the same maker is in
the Musée de’ Armée, Paris (No. N 342). The founder Guindertal or Gindertal may have
been a descendant of the family of Flemish armourers of that name who flourished as
early as the 15th century. :
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ATES 34and 35 | | 3

phins of various forms,

"=+ top 131 Flemish culverin, ¢, 1610; below 7 Dutch gun, dated 1676.

‘e: top 10 Dutch gun, dated 1636; middle 182

Russian licorne, dated 1789; below 2 D‘:inis‘hgun, )
d 1795. : e




Cannon catalogued and drawn by Rudi Roth:
http://www.cannons.ch/verkaufe.htm

BRONZE SAKER 116" Spanish f
Underwscer Scudy Centry, Orfurd

Drawing: Sl 1210 By B Ran

Py Atiais Rimprreer Chmrb 4 7319 [35F
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709 01995, R Roth

BRONZE 6 PDR SAKER, 11's" Spanish fc.
Tawn Hall. Enkhuizen

Drawing: Seals 1:10 by B Ra
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44. Swedish-cast Dutch iron 8 pdr gun, length 81t 6ins, weight

43, Dutchvpattbern' Finnbahlceij,"I'Z pdr, 8ft nominal, weight
" unknown. (Now in Barbados)

unknown. (Now in Barbados)

73.
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English Sea Ordnance; The Age of Evolution
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Excavation versus sustainability in situ: a conclusion on
25 years of archaeological investigations at Goose Rock,
a designated historic wreck-site at the Needles, Isle of Wight,

England

David J. Tomalin

4 East Appleford Cottages, Bleakdown, Rookley, Isle of Wight PO38 3LA, UK

Paul Simpson

Isle of Wight County Museum Service, Guildhall, Newport, Isle of Wight PO30 I1TY, UK

John M. Bingeman

5 Rumbolds Close, Chichester, W. Sussex PO19 2JJ, UK

Assurance, a British warship of 44 guns, was lost on the Needles of Wight, UK, in 1753. Pomone, a British 5th rate 38-gun
frigate of the Leda class, followed in 1811. Designated a ‘protected wreck’ in 1975 this multi-period site was investigated under
a UK Government licence. Despite her total disintegration, Pomone left artefact scatters attesting to her size, character, resting
position and evidence of her cabin plan. This archaeological evidence is compared with two surviving sister ships, and the
presumption of incomprehensible ‘scrambling’ on Muckelroy Class 5 wreck sites is robustly challenged. The licencee reviews the
organization and methodology of 25 years of licenced activity on this site and concludes that the UK policy of promoting
invasive investigation of historic shipwrecks cannot be readily reconciled with the principles of sustainability which are now

embodied in European Agenda 21.

© 2000 The Nautical Archaeology Society

Key words: protected wreck, sustainability, Isle of Wight, European cultural heritage, Agenda 21, coastal management.

Introduction

or seafarers, the western approach to the
historic naval port of Portsmouth is

impeded by the Isle of Wight. This island
has imposed upon all mariners a choice between
an off-shore course in the open waters of the
English Channel or a near-shore route which
allows craft to approach through the Solent
seaway (Fig. 1). The off-shore route takes vessels
south of Wight where navigators must stay well
clear of the island’s dangerous south-western
coast as well as the submerged rocks protruding
1-5 km from its eastern tip at Bembridge Ledge.
The inner course offers sheltered waters in
the lee of the island but in choosing this route
navigators must evade three particular hazards.
The first danger lies at the Needles, where a

series of chalk stacks protrude above an ancient
wave-cut platform (Fig. la). Passing north of
these rocks, seafarers must then avoid some
treacherous shifting shoals known as the
Shingles (Fig. 1b). Once clear of both of these
hazards there are powerful and turbulent cur-
rents to be overcome in the narrow passage
confined by the substantial shingle spit which
protrudes from the mainland shore at Hurst
(Fig. 1c).

The Needles are today a line of three off-shore
stacks projecting westwards from a high chalk
promontory. Three hundred years ago they
numbered five. Central within the group was the
slender ‘Needle Rock’, sometimes known also as
‘Lot’s Wife’. This stack fell in 1764. The most
westerly upstanding rock is Lighthouse Rock,
modified in the mid-19th century to accommodate

1057-2414/00/010003 +40 $35.00/0

@© 2000 The Nautical Archaeology Society
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Figure 7. Dated bed-plate of a 32-pounder carronade made
at the Clyde Ironworks, a feeder to the Carron Company of
Falkirk, Scotland. (Photo: Peter Hales)

been armed with 32-pounder carronades. These
weapons were first developed during the 1770s by
the Carron Company of Falkirk, Scotland, and
they were extensively deployed on the fast
Leda-class frigates of the early 19th century
(Elvin, 1985). After their removal and conserva-
tion, it was found that the carronades from Goose
Rock bore helpful inscriptions, attesting manufac-
ture in the Clyde foundry of Scotland and the
Henckell Works at Wandsworth, London (Fig. 7).
Inscriptions on the base-plates of the guns
read, respectively, ‘32Pr Clyde 1803 no 1696’ and
‘H & Co’ (Bingeman, 1979). The dated ordnance
piece from the Clyde works offered a terminus post
quem for the arming or re-arming of the ship. The
dates of 1802 for the pulley wheels and 1803 for
the carronade accorded very well with evidence
acquired from copper-sheathing from the ship’s
hull. Fragments of detached copper sheets were
found to be liberally marked with the English
broad-arrow while some also bore the initials
‘MR’ signifying manufacture at the Mines Royal
Company of Neath, South Wales. These were
suffixed with the numerals 28" or ‘32’ denoting
the weight in ounces per square foot for standard

Rkt e -
DTS L T P

Figure 8. Pomone’s stamped 32 oz copper sheathing dated
‘Dec[ember] 1804°. (Photo: Peter Hales)

sheets. Sheets of 32 oz quality would usually be
used for the bow area while 28 oz sheets would be
applied to the ship’s sides (Knight, 1973). Particu-
larly revealing was the date-stamp ‘W C DEC
1804’ (Fig. 8); this provided a very strong sug-
gestion that Chatham shipwrights had fitted or
approved the sheets during or shortly after the
close of the year 1804 (Bingeman, 1979).

The coin evidence

While the guns and the copper sheathing hinted at
a date for the construction or commissioning of
the Goose Rock ship, without documentary evi-
dence there remained to be resolved the date of
the ship’s loss. When the Spanish—-American coins
were examined by Dr Edward Besly of the British
Museum a few coins of later date came to light
(Appendix 1). These intimated that the wrecking
had occurred no earlier than 1809. The evidence
rested on an 8-real piece of that year, struck in
Mexico City, together with two other Spanish-
American coins of this denomination, struck in
the Mexico and Lima mints during 1808. A fur-
ther coin of this type post-dated 1772 and another
had been struck in 1797. The presence of Maltese
and Sicilian coins suggested that the ship may
have been voyaging in the Mediterranean, a loca-
tion where the circulation of Spanish-American
silver dollars or ‘specie’ was common. Given that
the youngest Mexican dollar would need the
better part of a year to travel from its mint to the

8
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