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2oth of this Month, I have fince that Day rés
ceived avthentick Accounts of the Paffage of
feveral fmall Detachments of Frenchmen going
to Ferrol; and I believe that this Circumftance
" is not at this Moment unknown to His Catholick
Majefty’s Government; but in any Cafe, fhould
they think proper to make Enquiries into the Fa&,
it would affurd fome Satisfaltion to me, to receive,
in the mean while, your Excellency’s Affurance,
that Meafures were already taken to put a Stop to
this Abufe, of the Continuance of which, the
Spanith Government muft henceforward charge
itfelf with the Confequences. -
(Signed) B. FRERE.
‘To his Excellency Don Pedro Cevallos,
&c. &c. &c.

No. 4o.

Copy of a Difpatch from Lord Harrowby
to B. Frere Efquire, dated Downing

Street, 29th September 1804.

Sir,

NFORMATION has been received from Rear
Admiral Cochrane, that Orders have been given
by the Court of Madrid, for arming without Lofs
of Time at Ferrol Four Ships of the Line, Two
Frigates, and other {maller Veflels ; that fimilar
Orders have been given at Carthagena and Cadiz ;

and particularly that Three Firft Rate Ships of
N3 the
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the Line are direQted to fail from the laft mentioned
Port; and as an additional Proof of hoftile Inten-
tions, that Orders have been given to the Packctl
toarm as in Time of War.

In confequence of this Information, I am com-
manded - to fignify to you His Majefty’s Pleafure,
that, as foon as you reccive this Difpatch, you
fhould requeft an Audience of M. de Cevallos.

You will exprefs to him the Surprife and Con-
cern with which the Intelligence of thefe unex-
pc&ed and unjuftifiable Meafures has been received
in this Country.

You will recall to the Recolle&ion of that Mini- -
fter, the Grounds upon which His Majefty has
hitherto forborne from confidering Spain as an
Enemy. That nothing could have induced Him
to continue this Forbearance, but a fincere Defire
to avoid extending the Calamitics of War, and a
Willingnefs to confide in the Affurances of the
Spanith Government, that the Payments made to
France were only intended to gain Time, until
Circumftances fhould enable them to adopt Mea-
fures more confiftent with their Interefts and their
Withes. That His Majefty had repeatedly required
a Communication of the Engagements entered
into with France; but had only received in anfwer
to fuch Demands an indefinite Affurance, that
whatever might be the Amount . of -the Payments
to be made by Spain to France, they had been
czlculated with a Reference to the Expence-of the
Mititary and Naval Sncconn ﬁtpuhled by Treaty.
: , That-
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Thnt no Means had been afforded to His Majeﬂy
of judging whether the Payments were in fa& only
an Equivalent for the Succours, or whether they
fo far exceeded that Amount as to make it im-
poffible to confider Spain otherwife than as a
Principal in the War.

That His Majelty therefore had been under the
Neceflity of exprefaly referving to Himfelf the ful-
-Right of regulating bis Conduét towards Spain,
according to the Appearance of exifting Circom-
ftances ; but that the abftaining from all Naval
Preparations on the Part of that Power had been
diftin&tly declared to be one of: the indifpenfable
Conditions anmexed by His Majeity to the Con.
tinuance of His Forbearance. '

You will ftate to M. de Cevallos, that, after
fuch Declarations had been made, it would be
difficult to fuppofe that any Explanation could be
given of the prefent Naval Preparations, which
would .render fuch a Proceeding confiftent with
the Neutrality which is profefled ; but it is mani-
feftly impoffible to confider it, unaceompanied as
it has been by any prewious Explanation whatever,
in any other Light, than as aMeafuredireétly hoftile,

. and impofing upon His Majefty the Duty of taking,
without Delay, every Meafure of Precaution ; and
particularly of giving Orders to His Admiral, off
the Port of Ferrol, to prevent any of the Spanith
Ships of War from failing from that Port, or apy
additional Ships of War from entering it.

X 3 The
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The whole Condu&t of His Majefty towards
Spain has abundantly proved His earneft Defice
to carry that Forbearance to the utmoft Limit which
a due Regard to the Safety and Interefts of His
People would admit: But He cannot depart from
the Declarations He has already made ; nor allow
Spain to enjoy all the Advantages of Neutrality,
and, at the fame Time, to- carry on againft Him
a double War, by affifting His Enemies with pecu-
niary Succours, to which no Limit is affigned;
and by obliging Him, at the fame Time, to divert
a Part of His Naval Force from a&ing -againft
thofe Enemies, in order to watch the Armaments
carried on in Ports profefling to be neutral.

You are, therefore, direéted to require from the
Spanith Government the immediate Recall of all
Orders for the Naval Armament at Ferrol, Cadiz,
and Carthagena, as well as for fending Rein-
forcements from fome of thofe Ports to others;
and you will apprize M. de Cevallos, that, unlefs

.you receive a fatisfaltory Anfwer without Delay,
you are ordered to quit Madrid. If pofitive and
unequivocal Affurances are given, not only that
the prefent Naval Equipments fhall be difcon-
tinued, but that the Naval Armaments in the
Ports of Spain fhall be placed upon the fame
- footing on which they were previoufly to the
Commencement of Hofltilities between Great
Britain and France, you will engage to tranfmit
fuch Affurances to His Majefty, and you will take
wpon yourlelf to an{fwer for its being the Intention

of
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of His Majefty, in cafe there appears fufficient-
Realon to believe that they will be ftrictly fulfilled,.
to fend a Minifter to Madrid, for the Purpofe of
entering into an amicable Difcuffion of all other
Points of Difference. )

It muft, however, be diflin&ly underftood,
that no fuch Difcuflion can be eptered into unlefs
the Court of Spain is prepared to give fuch an
Explanation of its Engagements with France, and
of the Syftem which it intends to adopt, as may-
enable His Majelty to afcertain the Nature of the
Relations which are to fubfilt between Himfelf
and his Catholic Majeity.

If the Anfwer given by M. de Cevallos fhould
be negative or equivocal, you will demand your
Paflports, and leave Madrid.

I am, &c.
(Signed)  HARROWBY,
To.B. Frere Efquire. -

i ———

No. 41.
Copy of a Difpatch from Lord Harrowby
to B. Frere Efquire, dated Downing-ftreet,
2gth September 1804.
Sir,
HE preceding Difpatch is written with the View
of being read in extenfo to M: de Cevallos,
in your Conference with him; and if you fhould
find it neceffary to make any Communication in
N 4 ) Writing,
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to them, and they are formed into Three Depart-
iments ; viz. Ferrol, Cadiz, and Carthagena, Three
hundred French Soldiers are within a few Days
March of this, difguifed as Sailors, from Bayonne,
'The Spaniards are afraid to interfere.

No. 1035.
Naval Occurrences at Cadiz for Augult
. 1804, reported by Mr, Duff, His Ma-
jefty’s Conful at that Place. :
AUGUST 7.—iled for Galicia the King's
Urca, or Store Ship, the Brujalo,
 Auguft 20.—Sailed the Urca Santa Juftz for
Ttitfte, to bring Quickfilver.

The Ship Ban Leandro, and the Frigates Amphi-
trite and Rufina, which latterly have arrived from
Vera Cruz and the Havannah, ate to remain in
this Department.

The Frigate Matilda, which arrived from Cars
thagena the 11th, is under Orders, to proceed for
the Havannah in the next Month, with Stores for
that Department, her Commander Don Antonio
Vacoro.

The, Frigate Magdalena is continuing to be fitted
out a? the Carracas, to proceed for America.

The Frigate Venganza, whith arrived latterly
frém Vera Cruz with Money, and the Frigate the
Prueba, which has been-in Readinefs {fome Tité
in Galicia, are under Orders to proceed foom for
¥era Crus, to bring Money.

)
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One Frigate which remained at-Vera Cruz is.
expeed foon with a fimilar Sum, for the King,
as the three others which arc arrived. A very
confiderable Sum, which it is judged may amount
to above 5 Millions, is expeéled from the fame
Place, on Account of the Merchants, and to come

"in the Merchant Ships expefted from that Past
in the Courfe of this Yeat.

The Frigates expe&ted from Lima ind Buenos
Agyres, 4 or 5 in Number, and one from Carthas
gena, are not yet arrived ; they may be looked for
in what remains of this Year, and may be expeQed
to bring in all from 8 to 10 Millions for account of
the King and of the Merchants:

N. B. In the Carraccas Things continue, and
are going on, much as before ; the old Ship Rayo,
Sifter Ship to the Gibraltar, is changing into 2
’j‘hrec Decker, her Bottom has been found very
good at this Length of Time fince fhe has been
built ; fince making out this Report, I am informed
fhe regiftered Seamen from the different Ports
belonging 1o this Department, viz. from that of
Ayamante to that of Algefires, both inclufive, have
been ordered to repair to the Carracca; this would
indicate an Intention to man the Ships which are
fitted out; I will be attentive to the Refults, and
to know how far it may be carried into Effed,
and as to the Obje& propofed by it; giving Ins
formation as to the Refult. '

14 No. 106,





