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the headmost ship, placed the Medusa on the weather-beam of the ,Comrnédore; Eh’el".'

Indefatigable took a similar position along-side, without effect. 1 fired a shot across the

‘Rear-Admiral’s fore-foot, on which he shortened sail; and I sent Lieutenant Ascott’

[Arscott], of the Jndefatipable, to inform him that my orders were to detain his squadron;
thatit was my earnest wish 1o execute them without bloodshed, but that his determination

must be made instantly, ' After waiting some time, I made the signal for the boat, and -
fired a shot a-head of the Admiral. Assoon as the officer rerurned with ani unsatisfactory.

answer, I fired another shota-head of the Admiral, and bore downi close on his weather-
bow, At this moment the Admiral's second s-stern fired into the Amphion; the Admiral
fired in to the Judefatigable; ind I made the signal for close battle, which was instantly
commenced with all the alacrity and vigour of English sailors. In less than ten minutes,

la Mercedes, the Admiral’s second a-stern, blew up along-side the Amphion, with a

cremendous explosion, Captain Sutton having, with great judgment, and much to my
satisfaction, placed himself to leeward of that ship, the escape of the Spanish Admiral’s

ship was rendered almost impossible. In less than half an hour she struck, as did the -

opponent of the Lively. Perceiving at this moment the Spanish Commodare was making
off, and seeming 1o have the heels of the Medusa, I made the signal for the Live/y to join
in the chase, having before noticed the superior sailing of that ship, Captain Hammond
did not lose an instant, and we had the satisfaction, long before sun-set, to see from our

- mast-head that the only remaining ship had surrendered to the Medusa and Lively.

As s00n as our boats had taken possession of the Rear-Admiral, we made sail for
the floating fragments of the unfortunate Spanish frigate which blew up; but, except
forty aken up by the Amphion's boats, all on board perished. - This squadron was
commanded by Dan Joseph Bustamente, Knight of the Order of St. James, and a Rear-
Admiral, They are from Monte Video, Rio de ln Plata; and, from the information of
the Captain of the Flag ship, contained about four millions of dollars, eight hundred
thousand of which were on board the Mercedes which blewup. Other dccounts stare the
quantity of specie to be much greater, public and private, ind there is besides much
valuable merchandize on board the captured ships, Our loss has been very trifling, 1

- have not yet had the returns from the other ships, but the fudefatigable did not lose a
- man. TheSpaniards suffered chiefly in their rigging, which was our object. The captains |

of the.different ships conducted themselves so ably, that no honour could accrue to me
but the fortunate accident of being senior officer. . | . .
T have the honour to be, &e

-Granam MooRre

Diplomatic Efforts to Avoid War

. Extracts from ‘Naval State Papers’ laid before Parfiament,
- January 2q4th 1808, relative to the War with Spain. XX Arrentis

Copy of a Dispatch from Lord Harrowby [briefly Pitt's Foreign Secretary]-to Johin
Haakémm Frere, Esq. [Envay to the Court of Spain] dated Downing Street, October
22, 1d04 ) :

Sir, The Lizely, Captain Hammond, arrived at-Portsmouth on ‘Wednesday morning,
}vith the Fama, a Spanish Frigate, laden with dollars from Rio de la Plara, and brought
m_fonnation of the action which-took place on the sth inst, hetween four of his Majesty’s
fngates and the samne number of Spanish frigates, in which three of the latter were
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- captured, and one’unfortunately blew up. Although, from the situation of the ships

when this action happened, itis probable that the event is known at the Court of Madrid,
L have thought it'necessary to give you this information without loss of time, in order
thar you may be able to explain to the Spanish government the principles upon which
the orders given to his Majésty’s naval commandersare rested, and the effect which this
event is here considered to have upon the relative situation of the two countries. As the
subject was fully discussed .in a conference which took place yesterday berween the
Spanish minister and myself, I cannot point cut to you more distinctly the language
which his Majesty thinks proper to be held upon this occasion, than by staring to you
the substance of this conversation. Inanswer to the first question of the Spanish minister,
in what light this event was to be considered? I informed him, that it was an act done in
consequence of express orders from his Majesty, to detain all ships laden with treasure
for Spain. ‘That such orders had been issued as soon as intelligence was received of the
equipment of naval armaments in the ports of Spain, and particularly at Ferrol, without
any previous explanation. That the court of Madrid could have no reason to be surprised
that such a step was taken, as iz had been repearedly seated to the Spanish government,
and particularly in a note delivered by Mr, Frere on the 18th February last, thatas long
as they continued in a sfruarion of merely nominal neutrality, any naval armament in
their ports must be considered as putting an immediate end to the forbearante of England,
and as necessarily producing consequences that were distinctly pointed out. Tadded,
that upon the first intelligence of the armament, Admiral Cochrane had been direcred
to communicate to the Governor of Ferrol the orders he had received o oppose the
sailing of any Spanish ships of war to or from Ferrol; and Mr. B. Frere [brother of the
ambassador and chargé € 'affairs] has also been directed to-inform the Court of Madrid,
of the orders given by his Majesty, thar 2l necessary measures of precaution should be

. taken, and particularly those notified by Admiral Cochrane. - The Spanish Minister

theri ohserved, thart his court was not apprised of the orders given to detain the shigs
lnden wirh tressure; which being ships of war, their resistance 1o any arternpt o derain
them must hive been foreseen. I observed in reply, that this was the first and most
obvious measure of those measures of precaurion which had been announced. That it
had been thought right to announce precisely the intention of engaging the ships of war
which might attempt to sail to or from Ferrol, because it would depend upon the Spanish
government, after receiving such an intimation, to give such orders as to their sailing as
it might think proper, and to prevent a hostile mecting between the two squadrons; but
that ro have announced more particularly the intention of detaining the treasure ships,
mast either have been perfectly useless, if the Spanish government had no mezns of
giving them notice of such intention, or must have afforded the opportunity of rendering
it completely abortive. “That Spain having vialated one of the conditions upon which
the forbearance of his Majesty depended, it became immediately necessary for him to
prevent the continuance of those succours, which were furnished by Spain to France,
That these succours were of two kinds; nuval artnaments and treasure. - That his Majesty
had hitherto submitted, with unexampled moderation, to connive at the payment of a
subsidy by Spain to France, upon the grounds which have been often stated; but that,
from the moment Spain had manifested the intention, instead of confining hersell to
pecuniary assistance, toadd hernaval forces to those of France; and had manifested it in
the least equivocal.manner, by equipping a considerable squadran in the port of Ferrol,

‘where it would ‘be ready to join a'squadron of French ships, and to cumumber the
British force employed in blockading them; from that moment his Majesty could no
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Iongerdelay carrying into execution every measure of necessary precaution; and he had
a5 just a right to detain treasure destined to increase the means of his enemies, as to
" attack the ships of Spain sailing in conjunction with thase.of France, - expressed in

strong rerms his Majesty’s concern at the loss of so many valuable lives in.the conflict,
and particularly at the unfortunate accident whicli ilestroyed one of the Spanish frigates -

(the- Mercedes), with nearly the whale of her'crew. [ did not controvert his observarion,
that it was impossible for those frigates not to resist, when they were met by soequal a
force; and [ thought it right to avow, without hesitation, that although it was hoped the
treasure might have been brought in single ships of a force so inferior to his Majesty’s
squadran, as to justify the expectation thas they might be detained without violence, yet
that his Majesty’s government were aware that this expectation might be disappointed,
and as the act itself was thoughr necessary, had determined to incur the hazard of what
might follow from resistance. To the question put by the Spanish minister, in what
state the Spanish frigates and their crews were to be considered? 1replied, in the same
state a5 ships and crews detained under similar circumstances upon former occasions.
That the officers and men would be treated with every possible atrention, and the treasure
would be transported to a place of security, 10 await such orders as the issue of the
' present discussions with the Court of Madrid may appear to his Majesty to require.
After these points had been discussed, the Spanish minister desired to know whether
this event was to be considered as putting an end to all further explanation, and placing
the twa countries in a state of war? To this { replied; that it was certainly by no means
so considered on our part; that it was still the earnest wish of his Majesty, thac such
explanations, assurances, and sccurities might be given by the court of Madrid, respecting
. their naval armaments, present and future, and respecting all other subjects of discussion
between the Two governments, as might not only maintain an amicable intercourse
between them, buc establish-it in furure upon a more distinct and permanent footing.
An explanation of the riaval armaments alone would nor, then, (replied M. d'Anduaga,)
now satisfy the English government? To this I unswered, that such an explanation
alone would not now satisfy us, nor would it have been satisfactory atany former-period.

- The Court of Madrid had repeatedly been informed, that his Majesty could not be

" gatisfied withour being made completely acquainted with the relation in which Spain
stands with France, in order to be enabled to judge, upon a full view of all-the
circumstances, inn what relation he conld consent te consider Spain as standing with
respect to Great Britain. S - _ . o

In reply to several observations which feil from Chevalier d’Anduaga, that
assurances had been given-as to the amount of the subsidy, which was stated to be only
an equivalent for military succours; as to the contents of the treaty with France, which
was alleged to-contain nothing injurious to Great Britain; a5 to the innocent destination
of any armaments which might be made; as to the decided intenoon of his Catholic
Majesty to preserve the strictest neutrality; and. as to the injustice of any suspicions
which could attach to Spanish honour and veracity. 1 assured him, in return, that beth
the government and the nation had the highest value and respect for Spanish.honour
and veracity; but that we had too much ground from experience to be slow in trusting
the ability of Spain to act up to the honourable and independent principles by which
her conduct would naturally be guided. ‘That I sincerely wished: the srmament in
question might prove to have been really, as he-had endeavoured to represent them,
only the consequence of an order given under the pressure of necessity, for the purpose
of transporting troops to subduethe revolters in Biscay; but that if this were reaily. the
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intention of the order, it was inconeeivable, that no notice should have been given to the
British minister at Madrid, or to the admiral off the Port of Ferrol, who might have
conveyed the explanation of the armament at the same moment with the news of its
existence, That it was singular if ships of the line were to be used for this purpose, that
they should not have been equipped merely as transports. “That although the orders
were received at Ferrol on the 7th of last month, and must consequently have been
given at Madrid some days earlier, yet up to this moment he was possessed of no direct -
information from his Court, was authorized to give me no explanation, and was reduced
to state upon this subject, his own conjecture, founded upon imperfect intelligence,
and upon his own earnest wishes to explain the transaction in a manner calculated 1o
prevent 2 rupture berween the two countries. Having dwelt npon the various grounds
which made this explanation improbable and unsatisfactory, I conciuded the conversation
by expressing my fears, that the orders would be found to have proceeded from that
influence which had unfortunately sa long diverted the Spanish councils from an
attention to their real interest and dignity; that the measure, if dictared by that influence,
would probably be persisted in; and thata breach would then become inevitable; but
that the moderation and forbearance of his Maijesty's conduct hitherto, (to which the
Spariish minister bore the fullest testimony,) would be a sufficient security, that no
reasonable means of accommadarion would be rejected; and I should be equally desirous
with himself to be the instrument of re-establishing between our respective countries 3
greater degree of harmony and cordiality than could exist between 2 neminal neutrality
on the one side and a jealous forbearance on the other. - Iam in daily expectation of
hearing from you what passed at Madrid upon the receipt of the communication made
by Admiral Cochrane to the Spanish Governor off Ferrol: unti] that information is
received, 1 have nothing to add to my former instructions. :
P.S. Since this was written, an account was received of the arrival of his Majesty’s
ships the Ampltion and Indefatigable, with the Spanish frigates the Medea and Clara,
Tam, &c '
Hanrowey

A List of all the Spanish Ships of War in the Port of Ferrol, October 1804

La Conception, 120 guns, in good order, without masts; guns all on board, in the Arsenal
La Prince d'Asturia, 120 guns, newly répaired, ditto, ditto, ditto

La Mexicane, 120 guns, in good order, ditto, ditto, ditto

La St. Fernando, go guns, an old Ship newly repaired, ditto, ditto

La Neptuno, 64 guns, rigged, and in good order, in the Arsenal - complete
La Monarca, 74 guns, ditto, ditto, ditto o

La 51, Augustin, 74 guns, dito, ditto - sails fast. - Old Ship - ditto

La 81, Juan Nepanesceno, 74 guns, just out of Dock - In good order

La Montanes, 74 guns, thirteen years old .

La 8t. Yldefonso, 74 guns,; thirteen years old

La St. Francisco d'Asis, 74 guns, in Dock, and has had a thorough repair
La St. Feling, 74 guns, sails very fast. - Old, but in good order

La S1. Fulgencia, 64 guns, old, but in good order

LOriente, 74 guns, ditro, but in‘order for Service

La St Julian, 64 guns; ditto, ditto '

-L'Esmaralda, 44 guns, - Frigate
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La Mexicans, 120 guns, in good ordf:r, ditto, dltt03 ; itto. ditto
La 81, Fernando, 9o guns, an old S_]“P newly rep:.ur(tih; Arse,nal - complete
La Neptuno, 64 guns, rigged,d :'md 1:11' tgt?;)d order, in
La Monarca, ns, ditto, itto, ditta ip - ditto
La St A ugust?rl‘t %2 guns, ditto, d]tt.o - sails f?fi:t) hCEEdII? I;Lpod order
La St. Fuan Nepanesceno, 74 guns, just out of Do
La Montanes, 74 guns, thirteen years old
La St. Yidefonso, 74 guns, fhi"te‘f" years old had a thorough repair
La St. Francisco d Asis, 74 guns, in Dock, and ha:s : od order
La St Felino, 74 guns, sails very fas‘t. - 0Old, b(t;t n go
La 8t. Fulgencia, 64 guns, old, but in good or ,e::
L'Oriente, 74 guns, ditto, but i‘f order for Servic
La St. Fulian, 64 guns, ditto, ditto
L’Esnmmlda, 44 guns, - Prigate






