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Chapter 1. From 1802 to 1809

In which, the Institution of the Maritime Mails[“Correos Maritimos’]
having been abolished, its belongings and obligations begin to depend upon
the Royal Navy.

Aswe saw in the previous summary, it was King Charles 111 who, in
1777, confirmed the creation of the Maritime Mails to the Indies by signing
the Royal Ordinance of the Maritime Mail through which the manipulation
and shipment of all correspondence, both official aswell as private, was
regulated and controlled for the first time, between the Spanish metropolis
and its immense colonial Empire.

This Royal Ordinance of the Maritime Mail, which was not officially
abolished until 1809, underwent, nevertheless, an important changein its
organization as aresult of the two wars that were maintained against
England at the end of the 18th century and the beginnings of the 19th, which
obligated Manuel Godoy, as general superintendent of the Mails Office and
signing as “Prince of Peace”, to issue the “RULES, under which, according
to what His Majesty has determined, [the Maritime Mail] will be
incorporated into the Royal Navy” dated April 6, 1802 in Madrid.

Through this Regulation[,] which is made up of 18 sections, dedicated
to maritime transportation, initiates a new erain the History of the Spanish
Maritime Mails, since through the regulations contained in them,
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apart from the fact that the maritime transport is now incorporated to the
ships of the Royal Navy, we can point out the following changes:

1. The Ministry of State retained, as before, everything having to do
with the dispatch of the expeditions, setting the number and dates of
departure for the vessels, as well as everything referring to the distribution
and organization of overseas correspondence. It would ask, with due notice,
the Ministry of the Navy for the vessels necessary to cover the service,
which had to be provided duly equipped and armed. As aresult of this new
organization, all the vessels and shipyards dependent on the Superintendent
of the Mails, passed to the jurisdiction of the Navy.

2. The administrators of the Mails had to deliver, as of the date of the
new regulation, the vessels to the Navy; [the administrator] in Coruiato the
Captain General of the Navy of the depot in Ferrol, and [the administrators]
of Havana, Puerto Rico, Cartagena de Indias and Montevideo, to the
Commander of Havana.

3. All theindividuals, in their different ranks, that gave their services
to the maritime Mails retained their employment and salary, the Ministry of
State giving to [the Ministry] of the Navy a nominal report of their merits,
category, years of service and the opinion held of those that had up until that
moment been in the service of the [Mails] Office.

4. The principal administrators of the Mails had jurisdiction over the
individuals and vessels, both in criminal and litigation matters; the
[administrator] of Corufa could only exercise hisjurisdiction in cases of
little importance, since serious matters went to the Captain General of the
department of Ferrol.

5. During the first two years after the date of the new organization, the
ships would be commanded equally by officers of the Royal Navy and those
stemming from the abolished institution.
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6. The mails-ship destined to the transport of correspondence had to be
in la Corufia one month before the date of departure, apart from the [month]
it had to permanently be in reserve and ready to depart to sea, in case of any
urgent matter that demanded it.

7. The administrators of the Mails gave notice to the principal
commanders of the day and time when they would hand over the
correspondence to transport, and the Commander of the Maritime Mails
[ship] himself, or a second commander on board should receive it and not
abandon it until it was dropped off and secure.

8. These maritime mails could only receive as cargo munitions,
artillery, and effects of the Royal Treasury in Europe, and in Americaonly
gold, silver, [and] tobacco on account of the Treasury. When they brought
specie on board, the Commanders of the mails-vessels carried out the role of
Masters of Silver.

9. To facilitate the establishment of the measures that, apart from the
ones already adopted, assured the establishment of the new regime, the
Board of the General Management of Mailsin Madrid, would name one
person characterized by his ability to instruct on different questions that
might arise for deliberation, having to give notice of the appointment to the
Ministry of the Navy.

Types of boats employed by the Royal Navy to carry out thisMaritime
Mails service

These “RULES, under which...” do not determine the type of ship that,
according to its architectural appearance, should perform the service of
maritime mail, since it only indicates that the[se ships] have to be part of the
Roya Navy and that they should head out to navigate those water lines that
are most advantageous for their voyage, which isto say that large vessels
that can transport merchandise in competition with merchant vessels
themselves are not wanted nor required, the new idea beings that of afew
light vessels that make the trips quickly with
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the possibility of escaping harassment and persecution of enemy vessels. In
practice, we see that brigantines were used for the line from the Antilles and

Central America, and corvettes, bigger than the former, for the line of
Buenos-Ayres.

L. ]
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Account of voyages undertaken by mails-ships of the Royal Navy
until the enactment of the New Regulations of September 10, 1809

Date of departure

Name of the mails-ship Class of vessdl Por_t of . . Port_ . from
arrival of arrival of origin .-
Port of origin
“San Antonio” ¥ (R.A.) Mails-brigantine Lisbon Dec. 17,1802 Havana Oct. 1, 1802
“Descubridor”* (R.A.) Mails-brigantine Ferrol Dec. 30,1802 Havana Nov. 1, 1802
“Cagllda’ (R.A)) Mails-brigantine Coruna Jan. 4, 1803 Cartagenade Oct. 28, 1802
Indias
Havana Nov. 14, 1802
“Cazador’* (R.A.) Mails-brigantine Bares Feb. 4, 1803 Veracruz ?
Havana ?
“Batidor’* (R.A.) Mails-brigantine Ferrol Mar. 22,1803 Montevideo Dec. 22, 1802
“Ligero” (R.A)) Mails-brigantine Coruna Mar. 27,1803 Montevideo Dec. 31, 1802
“Mosca’ (R.A.) Mails-corvette Coruia Apr. 16,1803 Cartagenade Feb. 2, 1803
Indias
“Infante D. Carlos’ (R.A.) Mails-corvette Corufia Mar. 27,1803 Montevideo Mar. 5, 1803
“Fuerte” (R.A)) Mails-brigantine Coruna Mar. 28, 1803 Havana Apr. 3, 1803
“Casilda’ (RA) Mails-brigantine Coruna Mar. 18,1803 Batimore May. 2, 1803
“Prnpe. delaPaz” (R.A.) Mails-brigantine Coruia Jun. 2, 1803 Veracruz ?
Havana ?
“Urquijo”® (RA.) Mails-corvette Vigo Jul. 8, 1803 Havana Jun. 4, 1803

Notes: (R.A.) refersto the ships pertaining to the Spanish Navy which are designated as of the Royal Navy.
* In this era, the ships that arrived at a Port other than la Corufia did so due to bad weather or problems that prevented them
from entering into this Port, forcing them to enter in one that had better conditions.
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“Postillén” (RA.)

“Principe de Asturias’ R.A.
“Mosca’ (R.A))

“Descubridor” (R.A.)

“Inf. D. Fco. de Paula(R.A.)
“San Antonio” % (R.A.)
“Polux” (R.A.)

“Palomo” (R.A.)

“Mercurio” (RA.)
“Cazador” (R.A.)

“Ligero” (R.A))

“Batidor’* (R.A.)
“Casilda’ (RA.)

“Prnpe. delaPaz’ (R.A.)

“Gembray”* (R.A.)

Mails-brigantine

Mails-corvette
Mails-brigantine

Mails-brigantine
Mails-corvette

Mails-brigantine
Mails-brigantine
Mails-brigantine

Mails-corvette
Mails-brigantine

Mails-brigantine

Mails-corvette
Mails-brigantine

Mails-brigantine

Mails-corvette

Corufa

Corufa
Corufia

Corufia

Corufa

Corufa

Corufia

Corufia

Coruia
Corufa

Corufa

Ferrol
Coruna

Corufa

Ferrol
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Aug. 1, 1803

Aug. 15, 1803
Aug. 17, 1803

Aug. 21, 1803
Sept. 17, 1803
Oct. 5, 1803
Oct. 7, 1803
Oct. 31, 1803

Nov. 9, 1803
Nov. 25, 1803

Dec. 7, 1803

Dec. 19, 1803
Dec. 30, 1803

Jan. 22, 1804

Mar. 11, 1804

Veracruz
Havana
Montevideo
Veracruz
Havana
Cartagenade
Indias
Havana
Montevideo
Veracruz
Havana
Veracruz
Havana
Veracruz
Havana
Montevideo
Cartagenade
Indias
Havana
Puerto Rico
Veracruz
Havana
Montevideo
Veracruz
Havana
Veracruz
Havana
Cartagenade
Indias

Jun. 1, 1803
Jun. 29, 1803
May. 30, 1803
May. 17, 1803
Jul. 7, 1803
Jul. 2, 1803

Jul. 22, 1803
Jun. 17, 1803
Jul. 26, 1803
Aug. 16, 1803
Jul. 5, 1803
Aug. 10, 1803
Aug. 31, 1803
Sept. 8, 1803
Aug. 31, 1803
?

?
?
Sept. 4, 1803
Oct. 4, 1803
Oct. 9, 1803
Oct. 8, 1803
Nov. 10, 1803
Nov. 11, 1803
Dec. 6, 1803
Oct. 12, 1803



“Descubridor” (R.A.)

“Begofia’ (R.A.)

“Infante D. Carlos’ (R.A.)

“Postillén” (RA.)

“Polux” (RA.)

“Fuerte’ (R.A.)

“Inf. de Fco. de Paula’ (R.A.)

“San Antonio” % (R.A.)

“Mercurio” (RA.)

“Uriquijo” (R.A))
“Ligero” (R.A))

“Batidor” (R.A.)

“Prinp. delaPaz’ (R.A.)

“Cazador” (R.A.)

“Paloma’ (RA.)

Mails-brigantine
Mails-brigantine

Mails-corvette
Mails-brigantine

Mails-brigantine

Mails-corvette
Mails-corvette

Mails-brigantine
Mails-corvette
Mails-corvette
Mails-brigantine

Mails-corvette
Mails-brigantine

Mails-brigantine

Mails-brigantine

Corufa
Corufa

Muros
Corufa

Corufa

Corufa
Coruna

Corufa
Corufia
Vigo

Corufa

Coruna
Corufa

Corufa

Coruna
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Mar. 16, 1804
Mar. 19, 1804

Mar. 29, 1804
Apr. 10, 1804

Apr. 28, 1804

May. 23, 1804
Jun. 26, 1804

Jul. 3, 1804

Jul. 11, 1804
Jul. 20, 1804
Sept. 5, 1804

Sept. 13, 1804
Sept. 14, 1804

Sept. 14, 1804

Oct. 6, 1804

Veracruz
Havana
Havana
Montevideo
Cartagenade
Indias
Havana
Puerto Rico
Veracruz
Havana
Montevideo
Cartagenade
Indias
Havana
Puerto Rico
Veracruz
Havana
Montevideo
Havana
Cartagenade
Indias
Montevideo
Veracruz
Havana
Veracruz
Havana
Cartagenade
Indias
Havana
Puerto Rico

Jan. 11, 1804
Feb. 7, 1804
Jan. 9, 1804
Jan. 4, 1804
Dec. 22, 1803

Jan. 30, 1804
Mar. 12, 1804
Mar. 10, 1804
Mar. 27, 1804

Mar. 9, 1804
?

?

?
May. 1, 1804
May. 27, 1804
May. 17, 1804

?

Jun. 25, 1804

Jul. 8, 1804
Jul. 6, 1804
Jul. 30, 1804
Jun. 18, 1804
Jul. 22, 1804
May. 24, 1804

Jul. 21, 1804
Aug. 21, 1804



“Mosca’ (R.A.)

“Descubridor” (R.A.)

“Principe de Asturias™ (R.A.)
“Begofia’® (R.A.)

“Casilda’® (RA.)
“Infante D. Carlos’* (R.A.)

Mails-corvette
Mails-brigantine

Mails-corvette
Mails-brigantine

Mails-brigantine
Mails-corvette

Corufa

Corufa

Ferrol
Concurbion

Camarifas
Marin
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Oct. 9, 1804
Oct. 21, 1804

Oct. 31, 1804
Dec. 23, 1804

Jan. 29, 1805
Feb. 16, 1805

Veracruz
Havana
Veracruz
Havana
Montevideo
Cartagenade
Indias
Montevideo
Cartagenade
Indias

Jul. 14, 1804

Aug. 11, 1804

Aug. 3, 1804

Sept. 9, 1804

Sept. 11, 1804
?

Nov. 13, 1804
?
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Capituiol. De 1802 a 1809

En que, siendo abolida la Institucién de los Correos-
Maritimos, pasan sus enseres y obligaciones a depender de
la Real Armada.

Como vimos en la recopilacion anterior, fue el rey Car-
los 11 el que en 1777 confirmd la creacion de los Correos
Maritimos a indias al firmar la Real Ordenanza del Correo
Maritimo por la que se regulaba, controlandose por prime-
ra vez, la manipulacion y envio de toda la correspondencia,
tanto oficial como particular, entre la metropoli espafiola y
su inmenso Imperio colonial.

Esta Real Ordenanza del Correo Maritimo, que no fue
oficialmente abolida hasta 1809, sufrid, no obstante, un
importante cambio en su organizacién como consecuencia
de las guerras mantenidas contra Inglaterra a finales del si-
gloxviil y principios delXix, que obligaron a Manuel Go-
doy, como superintendente general de la Renta de Correos
y firmando como «Principe de la Paz», emitir fechado en
Madrid el 6 de abril de 1802, las «(REGLAS, bajo las quales,
segun ha determinado S.M. han de quedar reunidas a la
Real Armadany.

Por este Reglamento que consta de XVIII apartados,
dedicados a las conducciones maritimas, se inicia una
nueva etapa en la Historia de los Correos Maritimos Es-
pafioles, pues por las disposiciones contenidas en ellas,
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aparte ya de que el transporte maritimo queda incorporado
a los buques de la Real Armada, podemos destacar los
cambios siguientes:

1. El Ministerio de Estado conservd, como anterior-
mente, todo lo referente al despacho de las expediciones,
fijando el namero vy fechas de salida de los barcos, asi
como cuanto se refiriera a la distribucion y organizacién de
la correspondencia de ultramar. Solicitaba, con la debida
anticipacién, del Ministerio de Marina las embarcaciones
necesarias para cubrir el servicio, que se las tenian que fa-
cilitar debidamente equipadas y armadas. A consecuencia
de esta nueva organizacion, todo el material de buques y
arsenales dependientes del Superintendente de Correos,
pasaron a la jurisdicion de Marina.

2. Los administradores de Correos debieron hacer en-
trega, a partir de la fecha de la nueva disposicién, de las
embarcaciones a Marina; el de Corufia, al capitan general
de Marina del deposito del Ferrol y los de la Habana, Puer-
to Rico, Cartagena de Indias y Montevideo, al comandante
de la Habana.

3. Todos los individuos, en sus diferentes graduacio-
nes, que prestaban sus servicios en los Correos maritimos
conservaron su empleo y sueldo, pasandose por el Minis-
terio de Estado al de Marina una relacién nominal con los
méritos, categoria, afios de servicio y concepto que les me-
recia este personal que habia estado hasta ese momento al
servicio de la Renta.

4. Los administradores principales de Correos tenian
jurisdiccion sobre los individuos y sobre las embarcacio-
nes, asi en lo criminal, como en lo contencioso; el de la Co-
ruia sélo podia ejercer su jurisdiccion tratdndose de faitas
de poca importancia, pues los asuntos de gravedad, co-
rrespondian al capitan general del departamento del Ferrol.

5. Durante los dos primeros afios a partir de la fecha de
esta nueva organizacion, los buques estarian mandados a
partes iguales por oficiales de la Real Armada y por los ori-
ginarios de la abolida Institucién.
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6. El bugue-correo destinado al transporte de la co-
rrespondencia debia estar en la Corufia un mes anies 2 la
fecha de salida, ademéas del gue permanentemenie fenia
que estar de retén y en disposicion de salir a la mar, en caso
de que algln asunto urgente asi lo exigiera.

7. Los administradores de Correos pasaban aviso a los
comandantes principales del dia y hora en que harian la
entrega de la correspondencia a transportar, debiendo el
Comandante del correo-maritimo, por si, o por el segundo
de a bordo, recibirla y no abandonarla hasta que quedara
depositada y asegurada.

8. Solo podian recibir como carga estos correos-mati-
timos, municiones, artilleria o efectos de la Real Hacienda
en Europa y en América solo oro, plata, tabaco por cuenta
del Tesoro. Cuando trajeron caudales a bordo, los Coman-
dantes de los barcos-correo desempefiaban el carge de
maestres de plata.

9. Para facilitar el establecimiento de las medidas que,
ademas de las ya adoptadas, aseguraran el establecimiento
del nuevo régimen, la Junta de Direccion General de Co-
rreos de Madrid nombraba a una persona caracterizada
para que pudiera ilustrar en las diferentes cuestiones gue
se sometieran a deliberacién, debiéndose dar cuenia del
nombramiento al Ministro de Marina.

Tipo de bugues empleados por la Real Armada
para realizar este servicio de Correos-Maritimos

Estas «REGLAS, bajo las quales...» no determinan el
tipo de buque, bajo su aspecto arquitectonico, que debe
hacer el servicio de correo-maritimo, pues solo indica que
han de ser de la Real Armada y que deben salir a navegar
en aquella linea de agua que sea mas ventajosa para su an-
dar, es decir, ya no se quiere, ni requiere buques grandes
que puedan transportar mercancias compitiendo con los
buques mercantes propiamente dichos, la nueva idea es la
de unos buques ligeros que hagan los viajes répidos con
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posibilidades de escapar al acoso y persecucion de buques
enemigos. En la practica, vemos que se emplearon los ber-
gantines para la linea de las Antillas y América Central v
las corbetas, méas grandes que las anteriores, para la linea
Buenos-Ayres.

Viajes de los buques-correo de la Real Armada

Tampoco nos dice el Reglamento que comento el puer-
to de salida de estos buques, que han dejado de ser paque-
bot-correos, para pasar Gnicamente a buques-correo. No
se cita el puerto de salida, ni las fechas en que tendran que
hacerlo, no he encontrado los registros de salida del puerto
de la Corufia, que sigui6 siendo, en esta primera época de
este nuevo sistema, el puerto del correo ultramarino, como
lo demuestran los registros de llegada al mismo que pre-
sento en la relacion correspondiente, donde claramente se
ve que estos fueron frecuentes, conservandose basicamen-
te las dos carreras del perfodo anterior, pero en ciclos mas
rapidos, dado que estos barcos, mas pequenos, sin pesos
que los sobrecargaron, tenfan un andar muy superior.
Mientras que por otra parte, al no tener que perder tiempo
en cargas, ni descargas de las mercancias, los viajes se fle-
xibilizaban consiguiendo un mayor rendimiento en el ser-
vicio y concretamente en América Central, donde estos bu-
ques-correo llegaban hasta Veracruz y Cartagena de Indias
directamente, sin necesidad de la dependencia de las ba-
landras intermedias del periodo anterior.

El servicio fue francamente bueno durante el periodo de
Paz con Inglaterra, pero al terminar esta en diciembre de
1804, se vuelven a repetir los problemas ya conocidos de
blogueo de puertos y rutas por parte de la Armada inglesa,
el renacer del corso en todos ios paises implicados en la
guerra, que haran francamente dificil la libre y segura tra-
vesia del Atlantico, obligando a las autoridades esparioclas
a ocupar los buques anteriores a servicios de guerra y &
emitir el 11 de marzo de 1805 unas nuevas «(/NSTRUC-
CIONES, a los comandantes de los buques-correo de
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S.M.», que como en el caso anterior estaban firmadas por
don Manuel Godoy como «Principe de la Pazy.

Los momentos eran desde luego muy criticos vy al dia
siguiente 12 de marzo, el Gobiernc volvia a emitir una nota
sobre este tema. En un intento de mantener con la mayor
seguridad posible este servicio y pensando en el blogueo
de los puertos espafioles por parte de Inglaterra, suspende
el uso exclusivo del puerto de la Corufia para la salida y re-
cepcidn de estos buques-correo, conforme a la siguiente
nota:

No permitiendo las circunstancias de la guerra
actual que las embarcaciones que han de condu-
cir la correspondencia ultramarina salgan de los
puertos que estdn sefialados para tiempo de paz;
se ha determinado que toda la correspondencia
destinada para América se reuna en el oficio del
Correo general de Madrid, desde el qual se remiti-
rd d los puntos de donde hayan de salir las embar-
caciones. Lo que se avisa al publico para su noti-
cia, y d fin de que los interesados, en todas las
provincias del Reyno, cuiden de escribir con la
anticipacion correspondiente, para que sus cartas
se hallen en el oficio del Correo general d tiempo
de que puedan enviarse & los puertos en los dias
sefalados para su salida de la Corte, que son los
mismos que hasta aqul.

El comandante de estas goletas-correo’, que se esta-
blecieron por lo extraordinario de las circunstancias, tenia

' Goleta, es una embarcacién que aparecié a mediados del sigloxvit y
dieron lugar a una gran familia, debido, a los diversos tipos de aparejo con
que fue vestida.

En principio, fue una embarcacion de dos palos, de los cuales el de la
popa, que era el mayor, constaba de palo macho y mastelero aparejados con
vela cangreja, escandalosa y de estay. El aparejo del palo de proa, que era
el trinquete, variaba y de esta variacién dependia el nombre particular que
tomaba cada uno de los nimerosos tipos de goietas que se conocen. En
esta primera época, las goletas eran embarcaciones de hasta 200 toneladas
de carga y unos 40 metros de eslora, casco fino y raso, muy adecuado para
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Relacién de los viajes realizados por |
hasta la promulgacion del nuevo Reg

os buques-correo de la Real Armada
lamento del 10 de setiembre de 1809

Puerto Fecha  Puerto Facha salida del
Nombre del buque-correo Clase de buque llegada de llegada origen pustie de oiig
«San Antonion*’* (R.A) Bergantin-correo Lisboa 17/d§c./1802 Havana 4’; .!oc;;,,”‘s 302
«Descubridor® (R.A.) Bergantin-correo Ferrol 30/d1c.§1§8§ Eava?ad‘ zig//noil/:zgg
i in-correo Corufia 4/ene. art, Indias oct.
«Casilda» (R.A.) Bergantin-corr car. In o a0
?

4 Bergantin-cotreo Bares 4/feb./1803  Veracruz !
«Cazadorn® (R.A.) g oracry !
«Batidon® (R.A.) Bergantin-correo Ferrol 22/mar./1803  Montev. 22/d!c./1 802
«Ligero» (R.A.) Bergantin-correo Corufia 27/mar./1803 Montev.- 31/dic./1802
«Moscay (R.A.) Corbeta-correo Coruila 16/abr./1803  Cart. Indias 2/feb./1803
«Infante D. Carlos» (R.A.) Corbeta-correo Corufa 27/may./1803  Maontev. 5/mar./1803
«Fuerte» (R.A.) Bergantin-correo Corufia 28/may./1803 Havgna 3/abr./1803
«Casilda» (R.A.) Bergantin-correo Corufia 28/may./1803  Baltimore 2/may.7/1 803

A Bergantin-correo Corufia 2/jun./1803  Veracruz ?
«Prnpe. de la Paz» (R.A) erg eracr !
Corbeta-correo Vigo 8/jul./1803  Havana 4/jun./1803

«Urquijo»® (R.A.)

Notas: {R.A.) se refiere a los bugues pel
¢ Ep esta época, los buques que arri
les impidié ganar este puerto, haciéndo

«Postillén» (R.A.)

«Principe de Asturias» (R.A.)

«Carmen» (R.A.)

«Descubridor (R.A.)

«Inf. D, Fco. de Paula (R.A))
«San Antonio» (R.A.)

«Polux» (R.A)
«Palomon (R.A.)
«Mercurio» (R.A.)
«Cazadom (R.A.)
«Ligeroy (R.A.)

«Batidon*® (R.A)
«Casilda» (R.A.)

«Prnpe. de la Paz» (R.A))

«Gembray»* (R.A.)

Bergantin-correo

Corbeta-correo
Bergantin-correo

Bergantin-correo

Corbeta-correo
Bergantin-correo

Bergantin-correo
Bergantin-correo
Corbeta-correo

Bergantin-correo
Bergantin-correo

Corbeta-correo
Bergantin-correo

Bergantin-correo

Corbeta-correo

Corufia

Coruna
Coruna

Coruna

Coruna
Coruna

Corufia
Coruna
Coruna
Corufia
Coruna

Ferrol
Coruna

Coruna

Ferrol

1/ago./1803

15/ago./1803
17/ago./1803

21/ago./1803

17/set./1803
5/0ct./1803

7/0ct./1803
31/0ct./1803
9/nov./1803
25/nov./1803
7/dic./1803

19/dic./1803
30/dic./1803

22/ene./1804

11/mar./1804

Veracruz
Havana
Montev.
Veracruz
Havana
Cart. Indias
Havana
Montev.
Veracruz
Havana
Veracruz
Havana
Veracruz
Havana
Montev.
Cart. Indias
Havana
Pto. Rico
Veracruz
Havana
Montev.
Veracruz
Havana
Veracruz
Havana
Cart. Indias

rtenecientes a la Marina de Guerra espanola que se les denomiqa de la Real Armada.
baron a puerto distinto del de la Corufa fue debido a malos tiempos o problemas que

fes entrar en el que mejor condiciones tenia.

1/jun./1803
28/jun./1803
30/may./1803
17/may./1803
7/jul./1803
2/jul./1803
22/jul./1803
17/jun./1803
26/jul./1803
16/ago./1803
5/jul./1803
10/ago./1803
31/ago./1803
8/set./1803
31/ago./1803
?

?
7
4/set./1803
8/0ct./1803
9/0ct./1803
8/0ct./1803
10/nov./1803
11/nov./1803

6/dic./1803
12/0ct./1803
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«Descubridory (R.A.)
«Begoria» (R.A.)

«Infante D. Carlos» (R.A))
«Postillony (R.A.)

«Polux» (R.A.)

«Fuerte» (R.A.)

""""""" «Inf-de Foo.dePaula» (R.A)

«San Antonio» (R.A)

«Mercurio» (R.A.)
«Urquijo» (R.A))
«ligeron (R.A)
«Batidom (RA)
«Prinp. de la Paz» (R.A))

«Cazador (R.A))

«Paloman (R.A.)

«Mosca» (R.A.)
«Descubridom (R.A.)

«Principe de Asturias»® (R.A.)
«Begona» (R.A.)
«Casilda»* (R.A.)

«infante D. Carlos»* (R.A))

Bergantin-correo
Bergantin-correo
Corbeta-correo
Bergantin-correo
Bergantin-correo
Corbeta-correo
Corbeta-correo
Bergantin-correo
Corbeta-correo
Corbeta-correo
Bergantin-correo
Corbeta-correo
Bergantin-correo

Bergantin-correo

Bergantin-correo

Corbeta-correo
Bergantin-correo

Corbeta-correo
Bergantin-correo
Bergantin-correo
Corbeta-correo

Coruna
Coruna
Muros
Coruna
Coruna
Coruna
Corufia
Coruna
Coruna
Vigo
Coruna
Coruna
Coruna

Coruna

Coruna

Coruna
Coruna

Ferroi
Concurbion
Camarifias
Marin

16/mar./1804
19/mar./1804
29/mar./1804
10/abr./1804
28/abr./1804
23/may./1804
26/jun./1804
3/jul./1804
11/jul./1804
20/jul./1804
5/set./1804
13/set./1804
14/set./1804
14/set./1804

6/0ct./1804

9/0ct./1804
21/0ct./1804

31/0ct./1804
23/dic./1804
29/ene./1805
16/feb./1805

Veracruz 11/ene./1804
Havana 7/feb./1804
Havana 9/ene./1804
Montev. 4/ene./1804
Cart. indias 22/dic./1803
Havana 30/ene./1804
Pto. Rico 12/mar./1804
Veracruz 10/mar./1804
Havana 27/mar./1804
Montev. 9/mar/1804
Cart. Indias ?
Havana ?
Pto. Rico ?
Veracruz 1/may./1804
Havana 27/may./1804
Montev. 17/may./1804
Havana ?
Cart. Indias 25/jun./1804
Montev. 8/jul./1804
Veracruz 6/jul./1804
Havana 30/jul./1804
Veracruz 18/jun./1804
Havana 22/jul./1804
Cart. Indias 24/may./1804
Havana 21/jul./1804
Pto. Rico 21/ago./1804
Veracruz -14/jul./1804
Havana 11/ago./1804
Veracruz 3/ago./1804
Havana 9/set./1804
Montev. 11/set./1804
Cart. Indias ?
Montev. 13/nov./1804
Cart. Indias ?

En los dias 20, 21 y 23 de abril y el 7 de mayo de 1805 se dieron a la vela desde varios puertos de la peninsula
navegando con viento favorable hacia sus destinos las goletas de S.M. (R.A.) nombradas la «Sevillanan y la «Etruriay,
la barca «Carmen» y el mistico «Carmeny, cuyos cuatro bugues conducian correspondencia para ambas Américas e islas

Canarias.

«Dulce Nombre» (R.A.)
«Esperanza»
«Despachon

«Sta. Catalina»

Goleta-correo
Goleta-mercante

Fragata-mercante

Goleta-mercante

Gijon
Vigo

Cadiz
Cadiz

10/set./1806
26/ago./1807
4/nov./1808
4/nov./1808

Havana 38 dias
Guaira 44 dias
Havana ?
Havana ?

El dia 14 de noviembre de 1808 salio de Cadiz el siguiente convoy: navio de guerra «S. Fco. de Paulay, de 74 cafio-

nes, para Veracruz, junto a los mercantes:

Para Veracruz: fragatas «Ntra. Sra. del Rosario», «Ntra. Sra. del Carmenn,

«Marianar. «Ntra. Sra. det Coro»; bergantines «Ntra. Sra. de la Reglay, «San Antonio»; jabeque «San Cayetanop.

Para la Havana: fragatas «S. Juan Bautistan, «Jests Nazareno»; bergantines «Continenciay, «San Francisco de

Paulay,

Para Honduras: bergantin «S. Miguel 2.%; bombarda «Santa Barbaray.

Para Maracaibo. goleta «Ntra. Sra. de los Clarines».



ANNEX 5
TO EXHIBIT B
(O’ Donnell Reply Declaration)



CERTIFICATE OF ACCURACY

I, Miriam A. Bodenheimer, hereby certify that | am fluent in Spanish and English and
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RULES

Under which, according to what His Majesty has determined, the maritime Mails shall
be united with the Royal Navy

1.

It being convenient and even necessary that the directive part of the
expeditions destined to transport correspondence of the public to
the overseasterritoriesremain in full in the Ministry of State, the
dispatch of those expeditions shall continue to be in charge of [this
Ministry], being proper of it the determination of their number, and
the setting of times for their departures, as well asindicating the
main boxes to where they need to be directed in the Americas, and
making the subdivision among them that is appropriate within the
group of that correspondence.

2.

To this end, the Ministry of State shall ask the Navy for the vessels
that it needs one year in advance, and they shall be at the disposal
of [the Ministry of State] through the Ministry of the Navy in the
number and class that they have been requested; taking them from
the Royal Navy, equipped and armed according to the regulations
of [the Navy], and enjoying the pleasures that these [ministries]
accord their employees.

3.

As aresult of this obligation in which the Navy is obligated to
provide on its own to the Ministry of State warships that transport
the public correspondence to the convenient overseas points, the
need for said Ministry to have shipyards, ships and individual s of
the navy for this object ceases; all of which shall be incorporated
into the Royal Navy as of now, gathering in the Department of
Ferrol everything intended for this service, budgeting annually the
costs that it were to cause, and accounting for them separately.

4.

The Ministry of State shall issueits orders so that the Office of the
Mails delivers, both in Spain and in America, the shipyards,
vessels and naval effects that it possesses to the respective
Directors of the Navy that shall be specified, according to the
formalities of inventory; it being up to the Office [of the Mailg] to
settle its outstanding accounts until then with employees of its



maritime service. The same Ministry shall pass on to that of the
Navy notice of the vessels and effects it can deliver, and the places
where [the delivery] shall take place. But until next June first, up to
which point the Navy is not yet in charge of sending Mailson its
own, the Office [of the Mails] shall continue to dispatch them,
much as it has done until now.

5.

Everything that isin la Corufia shall be delivered to the disposition
of the general Captain of the Department of the Navy of Ferrol, and
everything that isin Havana and Puerto Rico of the same nature to
[the disposition] of the general Captain of the same [Department]

in Havana; carrying out the same procedure with respect to the
Commanders of the Navy of Cartagena de Indias and Montevideo,
if there were to be naval equipment or belongings in those Ports for
the service of the Malils.

6.

Regarding individuals, the Ministry of State shall hand over to that
of the Navy a detailed payroll of the Officersthat servein the
Office [of the Mails] with military rank, expressing their seniority,
and accompanied by a confidential report on their conduct, aptitude
and merits, so that they may be incorporated into the Navy with
their corresponding ranks, maintaining their salariesif the[se
salaries] were higher than those of the rank they are to obtain. And
the Ministry of State shall also pass along notice of the sea Officers
who serve in the Mails and their reports, so that they may also be
incorporated with their respective ranks in the Navy with their
salariesin cases where these are higher than those set for the Navy.
But the Sailors who have served until now in the Mails shall

remain in the general enrollment of this class of the Navy, and will
be employed according to the scale of servicethat isused in their
Provinces.

7.

The military Commander of the Navy in la Corufia, and the
Commanders of the naval bases of America, shall exercise the
functions of principal Commanders of the maritime Mails, being
through this fact and in relation to the branch Sub-delegates of the
Ministry of State, from which they shall receive the appropriate
orders to the service of said ships, accounting for and representing
to that channel all that belongs to this same service; and to ensure
thisin casesin which it can be necessary to deal with the



Administrators of the Mails Office, the Commanders shall execute
this, and shall be treated with the courtesy and good harmony that
isdue.

8.

The principal Commanders of the Mails shall exercise sole
jurisdiction over said vessels and their individuals, both in military
and optional [matters]|, asin criminal and contentious [matters|; but
[the Commander] of la Coruiia shall only have the capacity to
make summary [rulings], and to impose the consequent corrections
in offenses that do not demand removal from the position, since in
this case and any other more serious ones, the delinquents along
with their behavior must be directed to appear before the Captain
general of the Department of Ferrol, so that the cause be acted
upon and defined in his tribunal.

0.

It shall be the responsibility of the principal Commanders to take
care of the readiness of the Mails vessels, verifying it for
themselves using the means that they have at their disposal, and the
[Commander] of la Coruiia discussing with the Captain general of
the Department of Ferrol about these matters when the
circumstances demand it, with the capacity to disembark and ask
for the replacement of major and sea Officers, and of peoplethat is
not appropriate; but with regard to Officers of war whom he
considersin this case, he shall notify the Ministry of State, through
which what is appropriate shall be resolved, communicating it to
the Ministry of the Navy, which shall provide what [the Ministry of
State] requests of it.

10.

The principal Commanders shall be particularly careful to ensure
that no fraud against the Royal Treasury is committed on mails-
ships, knowing that any Commander of any of these [ships] where
[such fraud] is found shall be dishonored, and shall even be
deprived of his command insofar as there is omission from his part.

11.

As of the establishment of this new unit of the maritime Mails until
the end of the first two years, half of said vessels shall be
commanded by Officers of the Navy, bringing as second Officers
those being incorporated into the Navy from the Mails, and the



other half by Officers of the [Mails], with second [Officers] of the
[Navy]; with the knowledge that all of the second [Officers] shall
move after one year. But after the end of the first two years, this
interpolation shall cease, and after that the officers who are
appointed to [mails] shall always remain in the commission of the
Mails service for two years; and the crews for only one.

12.

So asto avoid any delay in the service of the public, and so that it
can be carried out punctually at the indicated times, the next
maritime Mails [ship] to be used shall be in the Port of La Corufia
one month in advance, and another one will be on hold for any
extraordinary occurrence. In cases where, due to detentions or
other causes, it is not possible to replace daily the provisions that
are taken out of stock on these ships ready to be employed, their
crews shall be aided with the value in money of the ration of the
Navy according to the pro-rata of their cost.

13.

With the notice that the Administrators of the Office of the Mails
are to pass on Officia paper to the principal Commanders of the
day and time when the overseas correspondence will be handed
over, they shall inform the Commander of the maritime Mail, who
isto transport [the correspondence], that himself or via his second
[commander] go to receive it and take it until leaving it safely on
board.

14.

The principal Commander of the maritime Mails of la Corufia,
requesting the necessary notices from the Departments of the
Navy, and keeping in mind the courses that are currently valid for
their navigations, shall form anew log of the[se courses]
containing illustrations that can make them easier.

15.

The principal Commanders are to pay specia care so that the
maritime Mails always leave to sail in those water lines that are
most advantageous to their voyage; nevertheless, in conserving this
they receive in Europe some mercury, artillery, munitions or other
cargo of effects of the Royal Treasury; and in America, gold, silver
and other precious metals or even tobacco on account of the same:
the only cargoes that are to be put on board.



16.

In cases in which, as has been said, specie [ caudales’] is put on
board of the maritime Mails on their return from the Americas, the
respective Commanders shall have the position of Master of silver,
which they shall carry out in the generally established way.

17.

In the bases of the Navy in America, the subsistence of which
depends on rents, the Office of the Mails shall aid the vessels
meant for this service with the necessary specie [“caudales’], the
Administrators who facilitate th[is specie] giving detailed notice to
the Ministry of State, and the account of [its] investment shall be
directed by the Commanders of the Navy to the Ministry of the
Navy for its examination and effects that may be appropriate.

18.

And so that there may be in the Board of General Management of
the Mailsin Madrid a person distinguished and of knowledge who
can educate the Board on various occasions that may occur relating
to the maritime Mails with the general Office of the branch, and for
any other purposes that the Ministry of State deems appropriate,
the Ministry of State shall elect with royal approval, as a member
of the aforementioned Board, an Officer of the Navy of those that
are Advisers of the Supreme Council of War, giving notice to the
Ministry of the Navy of the general or specific Officer who has
been elected.

Madrid, April 6, 1802. =The Prince of the Peace.



Spanish Original
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