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" and for it to find that the treasure- hunting firm

 " has no
legal right" to the archaeological find,
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he heart of the m

atter , G
oold said

, is that O
dyssey " has violated legal principles

" that
are very clear.
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e stressed that these " legal principles" should take priority over any other argum

ent or
agreem

ent and accused O
dyssey of carrying out efforts to conceal inform

ation and said
these " are beginning to com

e to light."

G
oold said the court has not yet set a date for O

dyssey to respond to the S
panish

governm
ent's claim

, although he added that this " is not an obligation
" that the m

arine
exploration 

com
pany

has to fulfill.
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s co-founder and president
expressed his firm

 desire to eventually " learn the nam
e of the ship from
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pany had not found definitive proof.
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" S
tem

m
 said.

T
he S

panish C
ulture M

inistry, how
ever , said the m

ost likely scenario is that the treasure
haul w

as extracted from
 a S

panish- flagged w
reck in international w

aters. 

For its part, O
dyssey alw

ays has defended the legality of the operation that led to the
discovery of the underw

ater w
reckage.

In the law
suit it filed last m
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, the publicly- traded com

pany dem
anded com

pensation
from

 the S
panish governm

ent for losses it said it had incurred due to the " obstruction of
its operations,

It also asked the T
am

pa- based court to establish absolute confidentiality over inform
ation

related to the find
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ith the goal of avoiding leaks that adversely affect O
dyssey

m
ethodology and investigations,

S
tem
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 said he w

as convinced that international law
 is on the com
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s side in its legal

dispute w
ith S
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H
e added in this sense that he does not understand the atttude of the S

panish
authorities and noted that in N

ovem
ber 2006 O

dyssey approached them
 about directly

participating in the recovery of the treasure,
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