IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR TIIE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA
Tampa Division
In admiralty

ONYSSEY MARINE EXPLORATION, INC.

Plainniff, : CIVIL ACTION

{ase Now 8:-0CVO0614-SIHV-NM AP

THE UNDERWATER SITE AND RELATED
UNIDENTIFIED SHIPWRECK, i any,

ils apparel, Lickle appurtenances,

and cargo focated within a five mile radius

of the eenter point coordinates provided

to he Court under seal,

Defendant.
i rem

HE
The Kingdom of Spain,

Claimant.

AFFIDAVIT OF F_RF.DERTCK VAN DE WALLE IN RELATION TO
ARTIFACTS STORED UNDER SEAL IN GIBRAL'TAR

This ATFIDAVIT is specific only to Case No. $:07-CV-00614-SDM-MAP.

L My {ull name is Frederick Van De Walle.: Tam competent 1o testily as w
the mattees covered in this aﬂ]d;ﬁ‘{it‘

2, I have personal knowiedge regarding the information contained herein and

hereby swear that the information is true and accurate 1o tie best ol my knowledgpe,
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5 Fam a certified conservator and have worked as an independent cansultant
for Odyssey .\-'iéri'ne Exploration. Inc. (*Odvssey™). an .*\111-eric:m company incorporaterd
under the laws of the state of Nevada with its principal place of business located in
Tarpu, Florida, My position reguires an extensive !-:.ucn-.'l(:ﬂgc ol organic and inoeanic
shipwreck materinls (or artifacts) and their chemical interaction with salt water over an
extended period of time.

4, This alfidavit is prepared in support Odyssey’s objection o tha reguest by
the Kingdom ol Spain to view atitacts from the Defendant Sue which are being held in
Giibraltar (the “subject artifacts™),

5. The artifuacts should not be disturbed in any way without proper
vonservation resources. Unsealing and exposing the subject wrtilucts without proper
conservation resources and expertise would not only cause datnage to the artilacts, i
would alse thwart the “first gid” conservarion traatment danz to date an the recovered
arfifacts,

0. Odyssey has in place a conservation plap for reeoversd actifacts, Basie
“first aid’ CONSCIVATION LCAIMENTS Are given {o the recoverad artifacis by the shiphaard
archacologists, under the advice of Qdvssey conservatars. Anifacts are stored onboard
the vessel and then when transport ammangements are made, the anifacts are carefully
packed for ransport in a conirolled environment, t2ken off the ship and are sither flown
or shipped by sea to Odyssey's conservation lab in Tarnpa or another appropriate faeilily;
7. The subject artifaets were aiven the appropriaie *first aid” conservation
anboard Ordyssey’s research vessel as they were recovered. The artifact assemblage of the

tagued artifacts consisis of organic and inorganic marerial, Normally, shipping of artifacts




takes place within a day ar o afier arvival in port. It was nut expeeted that there would be
any-interference in their shipping. so unfortunately. the stahitizativn and packaping was
only suilable {or a limited thnescale of @ week to a month.

s Interference from Spain has now resulied a0 the shipment being delayed in
a bonded warehoise until further notice. Odyssey has inquired on nuncious oecusions s
(0 (he shipping status of the shipment as they are not. at a minimum, being kept in g coul,
stable dark starage environment or being chiecked at regular intervals by o conservator ar
nrchneologist 10 ensire that they remain in a stahle eandition until aseival ata
conservation facility. In their present condition 15 15 likely that the delay in‘shipment 1o a
cunsﬁ-n*ulion Lacility will result in the deterioration of some of the artifacts and henee o
potential loss of important archacological und historicad data.

4, The apening of the shipment by non-qualitied individuals or wilhowt
appropriate laboratory facibiies would, in my opinion, only aceelerate the deterioration
and cause further irveversible damage. [ highly recommend that the artitacts be shippud

to Odyssey's conservation facilityas soon as possible. as at preseni they are only packed

and prepared for short-ienn storage acesrding 1o currens st 1id? standards,



[CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF

MY KNOWLEDGE

Q) Lol

Frederick Van De Walle
Certified Conservalor Consultamt
of Odyssey Marine Fxploration, inc.

STEATE OF FLORIDA )
COUNTY QF 1NLLSBOROUGH )

The loregoing instrument wys acknowledged before me this ":/7”__“ day of
March. 2008, by HQ{D{"/QICK 4& 4 465‘%&5 . HeiShe is personally known by

}Am‘_\‘ Public )

My Commission expires: M’VEM&EK A8 Reos

lllllunl L L LI LRI T ET T T T T LRI LL LTI T

BETSY W MARRER
N‘"m Commi DDOATAB1S
Expires 11/28/2008

Bonud ﬂml (m)‘!z‘? E
°"" e &
'““I.III.“..“I..‘."II“II lllll.‘ll.l‘



CERTIFICATLE O SERVICL

i
I HEREBY CERTIFY 1hai on March E[h‘— 2008, | clectromically filed the
forepoing with the Clerk of the Court by using the CNFECE svstern which will send a
notice of electronic filing to James A, Goold, Covington & DBurling LLP, 1201
Pennsvivania Ave.. NW, Washingian. DO 20004; and David C. Banker, Bush Ross 11A.,
2H S, Frankhn Stect, PO QL Pox 39130 Tampa, FLo 3360, Advornevy far Claimans,
Kingelom of Spain,

Allen van Spicgellehd ~ FRN 2808073
avonspaelvwlerwhite.com

Lric C. Thiel FBN 010207
cthicliwtowlerwhite.com

FOWLER WHITE BOCGGS BANKER LA,
P.0. Box 1438
fampa. Florkda 33001
£813) 238-7411
FacsiniNe: (813)229-831,

Melinda ) MacC
(dyssey Marine Explafation. Inc.
5215 West Laurel Strect

Tampu, FL 334607

{3131 §76-17706, ext. 2240

Fax: (813) 830-6604

E-muil: mmmucconnelidshipwreck.net

Antorneys for Plaingitf




