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TINITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

ORLANDO DIVISION

IN RE: Seroquel Products Liability
Litigation

MDLDOCKETNO. 1769

This Document Relates to 6;06-cv- 1295

Deposition of FARRIS T. JOIINSON, M.D.,
taken on behalf of the Defendant AstraZeneca,
pursuant to the stipulations agreed to herein, bclore
Judith L. Leitz, Certified Court Reporter, at 610
Oglethorpe Avenue, Suite B, Athens, Georgia, on
Wednesday, the 26th day of September, 2007,
commencing at the hour of 2:22 p.m.
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1 uncommon and certainly havc to be interpreted in the

2 context ofthe patient. Most patients with

3 extrapyramidal side effects. EPS, interestingly

4 enough don't complain oftremors. They have other

5 complaints, but tremors in my experience is not a

6 predominant complaint associated with that medication

7 by the patient.

Q. To your knowledge, has Ms. Thomas ever been
9 tested for EPS?

1 0 A. There is not a formal test for it. It's

lL more ofa -- it's confinned by physical diagnosis. I
12 would say this, she's seen enough people familiar
13 rvith IPS that ifthat had been a predominant problem,

14 I would have expected psychiatrists and neurologists

15 to pick that up preuy easily,

P a g e  1 2 0

to expect that that was proper notice. So we reserve

our right to continue based upon the late received

records.
FURTHER EXAMINATION

BY MS. OWENS:

Q. Doctor, you talked earlier about your

discussions you would have in your considerations of

risks and bcncfits ofmedications you prescribe to

your patients, correct?

A. Correct,

Q. So I assume to the extent that there are

warnings about particular drugs made by the FDA or on

the product labeling that you lbund significant those

would be warnings you would also discuss with your

patients, correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And that would be true as -- not just as to

all medications but as to Seroquel specifically?

A. Known to me at that time, yes.

Q. Now, some informalion was provided to you

that Ms. Thomas may have been receiving Seroquel

samples from someone other than you in 2004, correct?

A. Today, yes.

Q. And do you have any record of prescribing

Seroquel fbr her in 2004?

P a g e  1 2 1

A. No.

Q. So to the extent the records you reviewed

during Plaintiff s counsel's ctoss-examination or

exanination ofyou showed numbers of patients

receiving prcscriptions fiom you for Seroquel that

would not have included Hellen Thomas as best you

tell from your records today?

A. Correct.

Q. And does the information that this patient

may have been obtaining samples from her psychiatrist

or from Advantagc during 2004 change your optnton

that you of'fered earlier that Seroquel was not the

cause of Ms, Thomas's diabetes?

A, Say that again.

Q. Does the information that Ms. Thomas may

have been rccciving Seroquel samples in 2004 from her

psychiatrist or from Advantage healthcare
professionals changc thc opinion you offered earlier

that Seroquel was not the cause of Ms, Thomas's

diabetes?
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Q. Given the drugs that she rvas on?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay.
A. Ifs thc kind ofthing that you - you

observe patients who are being treated with

psychiatric medications and I don't think it would

have gone unnoticed by the number of people that she

had seen, I don't think.

Q, Dr. Johnson, rs it a fair summary of your

Page  119

regarding diabetes risks would have allered your

prescribing recommendations for Ms.'l'homas?

A. Yes.

MS. DeCARLI: I am going 10 pass the

witness, but I am leaving the deposition open in

light ofthe fact thatjust 38 hours before the

beginning of this deposition we received a

signifi cant amount of new records. AstraZeneca's

first disclosure was on August 3rd and they waited

until September 24th at midnight to disclose records.

So, unfortunately, Dr. Johnson, we may have to

continue on another day, but I am reserving the right

to reopen.
MS. OWENS: And I recognize that the time

was close, but would nole that the obligation was to
provide it before the deposition and you will agree

that it was received before this deposition, conect?
MS. DeCARLI: I will agree that it rvas

received nine hours before I met with the Plaintiff

to present her for her deposition and we were with

the Plaintiffs flom 9:00 a.m. yesterday morning,

didn't start the deposition until 40 minutes late,

and didn't finish until 6:30 last evening, which did

not leave very much time for preparation and I don't

think it's very reasonable on the pad ofAstraZeneca

2 r  A .  No .
22 Q, And I believe you said that in your

23 expcrience it has not been the case that Seroquel has

24 caused diabetes in your patients?

25 A, Correct.
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