
Page 1 of 2

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

GAINESVILLE DIVISION

SYLVIA ARDLEY,

Plaintiff,

v. CASE NO. 1:09-cv-00185-MP  -GRJ

MICHAEL J ASTRUE,

Defendant.

_____________________________/

O R D E R

This matter is before the Court on Doc. 28, Plaintiff’s Motion for Attorney Fees Pursuant

to the Equal Access to Justice Act ("EAJA"), 28 U.S.C. § 2412.  The parties agree to the amount

of fees.

The Court finds Plaintiff’s attorney fees to be reasonable and that the $125.00 statutory

cap should be increased to account for increases in the cost of living, which have occurred since

§ 2412(d)(2)(A) was amended in 1996.  The Plaintiff’s counsel also expended a reasonable

number of total hours.

Defendant will inquire with the Department of Treasury as to whether or not the Plaintiff

has a debt owed to the United States.  If such a debt is owed, the EAJA fee award is subject to

offset for the debt owed.  See Astrue v. Ratliff, 130 S. Ct. 2521, 2524 (2010).  Defendant will

request, following that offset, that the Department of Treasury make payable directly to the

Plaintiff any remaining amount beyond what is owed to the United States.  If no debt is owed to

the United States, Defendant will request that the Department of Treasury make the EAJA fees

payable to the assignee.  Accordingly, it is
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ORDERED AND ADJUDGED:

Plaintiff is awarded attorney fees under EAJA in the amount of $1,008.10, subject to any
offsetting debt owed by the Plaintiff to the United States.  If the agreement between
Plaintiff and Plaintiff's Counsel is such that these fees are assigned to Plaintiff Counsel,
any fees or partial fees received by the Plaintiff are to be considered held in trust for, and
payable to, Plaintiff's Counsel.

DONE AND ORDERED this    23rd day of February, 2011

         s/Maurice M. Paul                 
     Maurice M. Paul, Senior District Judge
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