UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA
THAYANA SAJOUS,
Plaintiff,

VS.

=
AL BABER, d/bja BABCOCK'S ECONORMECISTRATE JUDGE o- 2
FURNITURE STORE, INC., BABCOCK SIMONTON o R
HOME FURNITURE AND MORE, A
BABCOCK HOME FURNISHING T
CENTERS and BABCOCK FURNITURE, — 2

LUt

Defendant. :_c;’;g

, ,

COMPLAINT FOR VIOLATION OF
THE FAMILY MEDICAL LEAVE ACT OF 1993, 29 U.S.C.A. § 2615 et al.

Plaintiff THAYANA SAJOUS, by and through her undersigned counsel, complains and
alleges a cause of action against AL BABER, d/b/a BABCOCK’S ECONOMY FURNITURE

STORE, INC., BABCOCK HOME FURNITURE AND MORE, BABCOCK HOME

FURNISHING CENTERS and BABCOCK FURNITURE, as follows:
L.

Plaintiff is an individual and has resided in Miami-Dade County, Florida, at all
times pertinent hereto.
2.

Defendant AL BABER (“BABER”) is an individual doing business as

BABCOCK’S ECONOMY FURNITURE STORE, INC., BABCOCK HOME FURNITURE AND
MORE, BABCOCK HOME FURNISHING CENTERS and BABCOCK FURNITURE, and this

cause of action arose from Defendant BABER doing business in Miami-Dade County, Florida.

Defendant employed more than 50 employees for each working day during each of the 20 or

more calendar weeks in each calendar year relevant hereto.

Vil
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3. At the time of the incidents herein, Plaintiff was employed by Defendant in
Miami-Dade County, Florida, and Defendant employed more than 50 employees within a 75-mile
radius.

4, Plaintiff has worked for Defendant since September 30, 2002, and had worked
more than 1250 hours in the 12 months preceding her request for medical leave.

5. On or about October 24, 2003, Plaintiff received FMLA protected medical leave
from Defendant due to her pregnancy. Plaintiff was scheduled to return to employment with
Defendant on January 31, 2004.

6. On January 20, 2004, Defendant informed Plaintiff that Defendant would not
reinstate her to her job on January 31, 2004. They gave a temporary employee her position, and
did not have a job for her until March 29, 2004.

7. Plaintiff alleges and asserts that her termination was unlawful pursuant to §115 of
the Family Medical Leave Act of 1993 and 29 U.S.C.A. §2615. Plaintiff’s termination was
discriminatory on the basis of Plaintiff’s availing herself of her protected medical leave rights
under the FMLA.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for judgment against Defendants as follows:

1. Statutory damages for lost wages, benefits, and other compensation, plus interest
thereon at the statutory rate, pursuant to 29 USCA §2617(a)(1)(A)i) and 29 USCA
§2617(a)(1)(A)(i).

2. Additional liquidated damages in the amount of the above-requested award,

pursuant to 29 U.S.C.A. §2617(a)(1)(A)(iii).



3. Equitable relief in the form of reinstatement or frontpay, as the court deems

appropriated, pursuant to 29 U.S.C.A. §2617(a)(1)(B).

4, Attorney’s fees, expert witness fees, and costs of this action, pursuant to 29
U.S.C.A. §2617(a)(3), and such other relief as this Court may deem just and proper.

Dated this Zi day of September 2004.

Judr

STEPHEN CAHEN, ESQ.
Attorney for Plaintiff
8770 Sunset Drive, #211
Miami, Florida 33173
Phone: 305-323-9656

Fax #: 305-595-9775
Florida Bar No. 011038
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