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1 - Ao Zero at aol.com. 1 Googled scout death or hiking death or somefhing to
2 Q. And the other? 2 that effect, anything beyond that, it basically became
3 A. The Gmail? 3 something that I was researching towards a possible,
4 Q. Yes. 4 or actually researching towards a lawsuit.
5 A. ATMOSFEAR@GMAIL. 5 BY MR. HASTY:
[ Q. A-T-M-O.5 .- 6 Q. Okay. Before you retained any lawyers, when did
7 A. FEAR@GMAIL.COM. 1 believe that's the e-mail 7 youand/or your wife determine that you were going fo
8 address. 8 proceed with the lawsuit? Just when in time was thaf?
9 Q. Allright. Since May 9, 2009, have you ever gone 9 A. Probably about the time the rangers drove out of
10 back to see what was on those accounts? 10 our parking in front of the house.
11 A. Tcan't 11 Q. You're talking about Clark and Shreffler?
12 Q. Okay. 12 A, Shreffler and Clark, yes.
13 A. 1can't access them. 13 Q. Has any scout leader or scoutmaster, past or
14 Q. Allright. Beforé coming here today what have 14 present, ever told you in his opinion, Howard Crompton or
15 you reviewed? What have you read, Iooked at, studied 15 Andy Schmidt were negligent in their planning or execution
le to give your deposition? 16 of this hike invelved with Michael's death?
17 . MR.PELTZ: Well, I ebject to that because he 17 MR. PELTZ: I would object to that. Same
18 would have met with his attorney. . 18 objection as to anything that oceurred through
i3 MR. HASTY: I'm not asking anything - 19 discussions with your counsel or anything that
20 _MR. PELTZ: Excuse me, if I could just finish, 20 occurred in anticipation of litigation. But other
21 please, And obviously, if we would have reviewed 21  than that, you can answer the question and that would
22 various documents or I would have gone over various 22 be on the ground of work product.
23 things, you're not entitled 1o go into that. That 23 THE WITNESS: The answer 1s no.
24 would be purely work preduct and attomey-client 24 MR. HASTY: | think that's over broad. | mean,
25 privilege. 25 if he talked to the scoutmaster before you were
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1 BY MR. HASTY: 1 retained or the firm was retained and gotten opinions,
2 ). I'm not asking any conversations with any lawyers 2 then I don't think that's attorney-client or work
3 that represent you, no matter who they are. 1 just want 3 product.
4 to know if you have reviewed documents, Boy Scout 4 MR. PELTZ: I think you know very well that the
5 publications, information that was exchanged in this case 5 work product privilege applies before or may apply
& by the partiés before giving your deposition today. : 6 before a lawsuit is even filed. I mean, your clients
7 That's what I want to know. 7 7 as defendanis I'm sure always go out and investigate
8 A. In preparation for it, no. Nothing. 8 slip and falls or other incidences when they océur and
9 Q. Okay. Have you done any research since your 9. you take position that's work product and that's- what
10 son's death about any topics related to the Scouts, to the |10 the law is.
11 Big Cypress, to the Florida Trail, anything like that? 11 " BY MR HASTY:
12 MR. PELTZ: 1 would object to that question to 12 Q. Have you had any conversations with Howard
13 the extent that it relates to any rﬁearch that was 13 Crompton since your son's death?
14 discussed with his attorneys or any.researt:h that was 14 A. He called my house. 1spoke to him for a few
15 done in dnticipation of litigation, whether it was 15 seconds. He was so upset that he was barely coherent.
16 discussed with the attormeys or not. lse Q. When was that, please?
17 So subject to -- on the grounds of work produci. 17 A. Ibelieve it was the next day.
13 So subject to that, you can answer it, but I dor't 18 Q. On Sunday?
ig want You 1o go into the areas I'm objecting to. is A. The 10th, yes.
20 THE WITNESS: Well, 1 mean, everything is, you 20 Q. Do you remember anything he did say?
21 know, except for a couple of things that I found out 21 A, Specifically, no.
22 early on sbout scout deaths. When I was looking up 22 Q. Did you have any other comversation with Howard
23 articles about Mike, shortly after he passed away, I 23 Crompton after that Sunday?
24 saw a couple of things pop up when I was searching 24 A. Imay have seen him at — when we were sitting
25 about other scout deaths because I was -- 1 had 25 Shiva. [ don't even recall. And if1did, I dorn't think
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1 we've just talked about in Naples Community Hospital? 1 investigation, we're going to give you the results of the
2 A. None. 2 investigation as well as bring you back his backpack?
3 Q. That'sit? 3 A. 1don't recall if that was in the conversation.
4 A. Right ‘ 4 They may have, but I don't recall for sure 100 percent
5 Q. Okay. Then we're going to move to the park . 5 that they said, when we come with that, we're going to
5 service next. 6 bripg along a repost. [ don't remember.
T MR. PELTZ: Do you want to take a break? 7 Q. Okay. Well, the person who set this thing up
8 MR. HASTY: All ﬁg}ﬁ. We'll take a break. 8 with the rangers at the parks, was it your wife or you?
9 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Standby, please. We're going 9 A. 1spoke to ther, Idid all the contact with
10 off the video record. The time is 3:11 p.m. 10 them.
11 {A bricf recess was taken from 3:11 p.m. to 11 Q. You were the communicating person between the two
12 3:25p.m.) 12 of you?
13 THE VIDEOGGRAPHER: Back on the video record at 13 A. Yeah.
14 3:26 p.m. ' 14 Q. With the park service?
15  BY MR HASTY: 15 A. Correct.
le Q. Let's talk about your contact with the park 16 Q. Okay. So they came to the house and they gave -
17 service if we might, please, sir. 17 you back his backpack and then what happened?
i8 The time wheén Mr. Clark and Mr. Shreffler came to 18 A. They told us they bad a preliminary report.
19 your house is what month of what year? 19 Q. Okay. Why was it preliminary? Did they explain
20 A. Tthink it was around August of '09. 20 that to you?
21 Q. And tell us how it was that that meeting came 21 A. Tthink they had hadu't -- they hadn't gone
22 about. 22 through the whole process of redacting and putting
23 A. T1believe I called and asked if they had his 23 together all the pieces from all the different, you know,
24 backpack, Mikey's backpack and —- 24 like from the EMS and everybody else that was involved in
25 Q. You called the park service? 25 it. 1think it was just their piece of it that they had
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1 A. Yeah. Yeah. 1 with them.
2 Q. Go ahead. 2 " Q. Okay. Did they give you a copy of this report?
3 . A. And they said we could either pick it up or they 3 A. No.
4 would beé mote than happy to bring it. 4 Q. Did they read something to you or did they just
5 Q. They would be happy to bring it to you? 5 tell you what they had?
6 A Yes. 6 A. They showed me what they had.
7 Q. _They are how many miles away from your house? {7 Q. And what did they show you?
8 A. I have no idea. 8 A. They had aerial photographs marked off with
9 Q. It's along way, isn't it? 30, 40 miles, 9 various GPS locations, [ guess, you know, showed the
19 something like that? 10 times. They had some statements that had been taken, I
11 A. Yeah, 1 guess, Idrive to St Mary's, that's 11 think that night of the occurrence.
1z like 40 miles so -— 12 Q. Anything else?
13 Q. Yeah. So they volunteered to bring his backpack 13 A. ‘Not that I recali. Imean, 1 remember looking at
14 to you? 14 those things, those are the things that, you know, |
15 A, Correct. 15 recall.
16 Q. Now, did they tell you they had done some type of [16 Q. That stands out in your mind?
17 repert or preliminary report into Michael's accidentand (17 A. Yes. Exactly.
i8 death? 18 Q. Okay. And did you see a statement by Howard
19 A You know, I truly don't remember if during that 19 Crompton there?
20 conversation they told me they had a report or not. 20 A. Yes, there was. Yes.
21 Q. Okay. But your state of mind was they were going . |21 Q. Okay. Did you talk about Howard's statement with
22 to reiurn property that beidnged o your son ie you, 22 ihe park rangers? ’
23 that's why they were coming? 23 A. Tdon't think we really discussed it. They.
24 A, ;\\: the very least, yes. 24 showed it to me, 1 looked at it. I might have commented
25 Q. Olkay. Well, did they tell you they had done an 25 on it
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