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descent

surface ¢ DECLIVITY (it appears that the water is broken
nowhere by striking: against the rocks, and that therefore the
~ s ndicular —Anthony Trollope) D : a descending
way (as a downgrade or stairway) ¢ obs ¢ the lowest part
(from the extremest upward of thy head to the ~ and dust
below thy foot —Shak,) 5 a ! a sudden disconcerting
appearance (as for a vmt) (unprepared for the ~ of his ins
laws) b 2 a hostile raid ?reda!ory assault (lhe ~ of the
Assyrians upon Israel) (~ of the locusu) 6 : a step down-
ward in a scale of reci/ one generation in an
ancestral line or gen-:alogu:al scale (his pedigree shows 11 ~s)
7 ¢ a former method of distillation in which the material was
heated in a vessel having its outlet underneath so that the
vapors produced were forced to descend
2de.scent \ )de.sen \ vt [de- + scent (n.)] & to rid of scent
descent cast n, English law § the descent of an estate to an
heir by the dum of one who held it adversely to the real
owner which prior to 1833 barred the latter’s right of entry so
that he could recover only by suing — compare ADVERSE

 POSSESSION
\d3'sh goNL fr. Jean L. A.
Lmseleur-Deslangc}mmps f1849 Fr tanist + NL -la]l ¢ a
3emlls of psrenmal grasses ol oold and 1 temperate regions hav-
1ng 100:
des-cha~penes coup \'dash:‘pel(z)-\ n [after Guillaume
Deschapelles 11847 Fr. authority on whist] ¢ the lead of a
high card (as a kmg) in whist or bridge in the hope that an
opponent will win i an ma.ke the next-higher card good for
an entry in one's and
des-.clo.zite \da'kl 1,zxt, dé -\ n -5 [F descloizite, fr. AL.O.L.
Des Clotzeaux 11897 Fr. mineralogist + F -ire.'l ¢ a mineral
anl:z '04) (OH of a basic chiefly
and zmc and varying in color from cherry red to
brown and black (hardness 3.5, sp. gr. 5.9-6.2)
des-cort \de" skd(z)r\ n s [F, fr. OF, lit., discord — more at
DISCORD a medieval Fi French lyric in which the stanzas are
unlike : a poem in old Provengal literature with stanzas in
different lnnguag
de?-cri-able \dd'skrisbol, de'-\ adj [descry + -able] 3 capable
of escried
ces-cn-u \q(a)l\ n-s [de.scr[ + -all: the act or process ( of
descrying; e.v ¢ discovery ol
or to be secret
de-scrib-abn-:-ty \dé.sknba'bxlad-e, dé,-, -ote,
$ capability of bemt desci
de.scrib-able \s'sbobal\ ad;
— deoscﬁb-ably \-babl! -h\ ad
de.scribe \d3a'sk &\ vt -ED/-ING/-s (L describere, fr. de-
+ scribere to wme — more at SCRIBE] 1 ¢ to represent by
words written or spoken for the knowledge or understandin,
of others: a : to communicate verbally from the resuits of
personal observatioh an account of salient identifying features
of (something existing in ?ace) (unable to find words to ~ the
mountain scene) {in 188 Boston surgeon Iy descnbed the
condition now called app —Morris Fi ); specif
2 to observe and narrate simultaneously with the action (as for
radlo or television) (describing a football game to an unsecing
audience) b : to transmit a mental image, an impression, or
an undqsundmg of the nature and characteristics of (some-
thing xmmatenal) ¢ present distinctly by means of properties
an {the unique ch of the artistic quality of a
ork . . . cannot be delmed or even described M.
Greene) there were so many th he wanted to ~ —James
Joyce) (hke Mark Twain he ibits rather than ~s his
characters: their speech is a portrait —Marvin Lowenthal)
€ : to make clear by expounding es| . in a minute way ¢had
traveled in the principal countries of the world and described
what it was like to live in a police state —Victor Boesen) (~
the life of the past from the various scraps of the fossil forms
—W.E.S > d:to e label or
other designation or by an individualizing phrase or.similitude
— used with as and a comglement (few doctors would ~ them-
selves as scientists) (the State is often rightly described as a
machine: its total effect is inhuman —Herbert Read) €2 to
convey an image or notion of : EXPRESS, SIGNIFY, DENOTE (we
have indicated that jealousy ~s a state of tension among vari-
ous interests of the personality —Abram Kardiner) {while the
natural sciences grow more modat m admitting that thelr
laws ~ only » bilities hold Niebuhr) 2 obs ¢
write down : INSCRIBE, TRANSCRIBE 3 ¢ to represent by a
drawing, figure, model, or picture : PORTRAY, DELINEATE {and
when the curves thus bnlllamly drnwn ~ vividly, some ob)ect
in life toward which we have e get a

<\ n -ES
cnpable of being described

610

guished from critical, evaluative, and theoretical 2 a % refer-
ring to, constituting, or concerned with empirical thlngs or
events or with thelr pms. charactensucs. or functions {~

) b rounded or in-
formative rather than normsuve. prescriptive, emotive,
aprioristic, or analytical (~ )udgmems) (~ theories) (that
this meaning shall be called **~"* when the responses evoked
are cognitions and shall be called ‘“‘emotive™ when the re-
sponses evoked are attitudes —Asher Moore) 3 a of a modi-
fying word § expressing the quality, kind, or condition of what
is denoted by e modified term %hot in “*hot water” and sick
in ‘“‘a sick man” are ~ adjectives) — distinguished from
limiting b of a modifier, esp a clause : NONRESTRICTIVE Cof a
compound 2 belonging to the karmadharaya class 4 ¢ charac-
terized by or connected with description of the structure of a

desertion

injustice, degradation (they have been so successfully de-
sensitized that they are unable to recognize the most obvious
facts —Alfred Kgntorowncz) : to free (as by psychother-
apy) of the charge

de.sensitizer \"+\ n:a desensmzmg agent: as @ ¢ a drug
that reduces sensitivity to paln {a ~ wluch makcs it possxble
to drill and fill teeth ! & ing
Chemistry) b : a chemical (as a dye) that reducu the sensi-
tivity of a pholograph)c material to radiation

des-er.et \!dezsiret, usu -ed-+V\ adj, usu cap [fr. Deseret,
nickname for the state of Utah and from 18491830 officia
Mormon name for the Utah territory, fr. deseret honeybee,
coined in the Book of Mormon (Ether 2:3)] ¢ of or from Utah
territory or the state of Utal

laes ert \'deza(r)|t, usu |d-+V\ n -s [ME, fr. OF, fr. LL

language at a particular time usu. with r
historical and comparative judgments {~ Imgunsncs) (~
grammar) <a ~ study) — compare COMPARATIVE 4a ¢ char-
acterized by kinship name classes that apply in part only to
lineal relatives (as grandfather, father, son, grandchild) and in
part only to collateral relatives (as uncf cousin, nephew)
regardless of the sex of the connecting relanves {regarded most
European systems as ~ and those of primitive peoples as
classificatory —R.H.Lowie) compare CLASSIFICATORY
— de-scrip-hvedy \-tévle, ~h\ adv — de.scrip-tive.ness
\-tdvnas\ n -ES

2descriptive \“\ » -s : a distinctive word, phrase, or sentence
applied to a particular product in advemsmg

descriptive anatomy n : anatomy dealing with the character,
form, size, and Fosmon of orsans and parts

descriptive bil 1 record in com-
plete detail of the pl ?'sxcal charactensucs and publishing-his-
tory of the books of a related series properly including an
accoun! of internal printing variants requisite for textual

desmpuve botany # : a branch of botany dealing with the
systematic description or diagnostic characters of plants

descriptive cataloging » : a library Ju'ocedure by which a
book or other item is identified and ribed by recordin; wg
such items as author, title, imprint, and collation — contras
with su&/ea cataloging
descriptive geometry » : the theory of geometry treated by

fr. L, neut. of desertus, past part. of deserere to
desen, fr. de- + serere to join together — more at SERIES]
1 a archaic ¢ a wild uninhabited and uncultivated tract $ a
dwolale unoccupied plain or_ coast or fa(hless woodland
$ WILDERNESS, WASTE g any of the formerly unsettled regions
of the U. S, between the Mississippi river and the Rocky moun-
tains thought to be arid and untnhabitable 2 a : a region in
which the vegetation is so scanty as to be mcapable of support-
ing any considerable population (as a region perpetually cold
or covered with snow or ice or a region located in the interior
of a continent and characterized by scanty ram!all esp. of less
than 10 inches annually) b a more or lcss arren tract m~
capable of supporting any
artificial water supply ¢ : an area of an ocean believed to be
devoid of marine life 3 : a secluded _Iplace for secret worship
by the Huguenots during the years 1715-1802 when Protes-
tantism was under proscription in France 4 ; a desolating or
lorbxddmg prospect (as rom pathless emptiness, bleak un-
, futility of effort, or
destitution of mental or spmlual animation or stimulation)
{tiny figures lost in an immense ~ of darkness —Beverley
Nichols) ¢lost in a ~ of doubt) (eagles still soar between the
summit of Parnassus and the Corinthian gulf bnt lhey look
down upon a ~ of human history —Mark Van
2des.ert \“, in sense 1 usu like lm:sam'\ adj [ME, fr‘ 0 L fr. L
desertus] 1 archaic : DESERTED (the boat deck was utterly ~
—Waldo Frank) 2 a:desolate and sparsely occupied or un-
d : INHOSPITABLE (so ~ a country as the Highlands of

means of projections; speclj the theory of pr an ex-
actly defined body so as to deduce both pro;ecnve and
metrical properties from its projections, the projections usu.
being made on two planes at right angles to each other
de.scrip-tiv.ism \-t3,vizom\ #-s 1 { a theory of ethics accord-
ing to which only descriptive or empirical statements are mean-
ingful 2 : advocacy or use of the methods of descriptive
linguistics
e-scml‘uv-lsl \-_vést\ n -s 1 ¢ an advocate of descriptivism
2 3 a specialist in descnpnve lmgulstucs
de.scrip-tiv.is-tic \si==,vistik\ adj : of, relating to, or based
on descriptivism — de.s crip-tiv-is-u-cal-ly \-ték(o)lé\ adv
de.scrip-tor \ds'skripta(r) also -,t6(3)r or -6(3)\ n -s [LL
describer, fr. L descriptus + -or] ¢ an identifying sign or symboi
de-scnp-to-xy \-t(3)ré\ n -es [L descriptus + E -ory] : DE-
RIPTIVE

e-scrlp-tum \ds'skriptom, d&-\ n, pl descrip-ta \-to\ [L,
fr. neut. of descriptus, past part. of describere to describe —
more at DESCRIBE] philos ¢ something that is described
de.scrive \da'skriv, -rév\ vr -m/-mc/ -s [ME descriven, fr. OF
de:cnvre, fr. L describere] Scot $ DESCRIBE {let me fair Na-
ture’s face ~ —Robert Burns)
ldes.cry \da'skri, dé'-\ vz -eD/-ING/~s [ME descrien, fr. OF
descrier to proclalm, decry — more at DECRY] 1 a : to spy out
or come to see esp. with watchful attention and ‘careful ob-
servauon of the distant, uncertain, or obscure (the grass was
high in the meadow, and there was no ~ing her —George
Eliot) b : to attain to the reali or under of
3 DISCOVER (examme the Iegend in a more critical spirit and ~
the r T —Times Lit. Supp)
20bsa:to make known (as one's name) : DECLARE b $
TRAY 3 0bs $ CHALLENGE 4 0bs § DECRY Syn see SEE
2descry n -£s “obs & discovery or view from afar
de.scnum \ ()de+\ vt [de- + scum (n.)] ¢ to rid of scum
des.cu.rain.ia \ deko'ranes, ,dak-\ n, cap [NL, fr. Francois
Déscourain 11740 Fr. botanist + NL -ia] : a genus of annual
or biennial herbs (family Cruciferae) of America and Europe
differing from mem| of the genus Sisymbrium in having a
pubescence of stellate or forked hairs and comprising the
_tansy mustards — see TANSY MUSTARD

BE-

complex tl;;leus\:n —~Roger Fi 4 : to mark out ¢ tnce or
&ravuse e outline of (each planet ~s an ellipse with the sun
in one focus —S.F.Mason) (w}ulc e described a big smooth
arc with the muleta —Barnaby Conrad) (butted amidships he
de:cnbed a somemult backward) 8 obs : to portion out

BUTE (ye shall therefore ~ the land into seven parts
—Josh 18 6 (AV)) 6 archaic : to discover by observation

2 ESPY, PERCEIVE SYl se¢ RELATE
de-scrim \-ba(r) -s 1 : one that describes 2 Brit 3 an
to

\()d&€+\ vz [de- + seam (n.)] : to chip out or flames
cut seams or other similar surface defects from (semifinished

tal)

de-sea-son.al-ue \d3's&z()na,liz, d&*-\ vz [de- + seasonal +
-ize} ¢ to adjust (as an industry) to continuous rather than
seasonal operation

des-e-crate \'dess krat, -s&,-, usu -ad-+V\ v -ED/- ING/-s{de-
+ -secrate (as in consecrate, v.)] 1 a ¢ to violate the sanctity
of bﬂ! diverting from sacred purpose, by contaminating, or b
deh ng ( they de.m:mted the shrine outright — bargaining wi

instrument grvmp d| u:ls about trains moving or
move between pomu

es-ctioor \dé'skn(e)r, d@&'-, -Ia\ n -s $ one that descries

lescries pr ! DESCRY
Le-scrlm }dé'slmﬂ, ()de.s-\ ad] [L de.ncnptus, plst p-rt. of
ddex 2 archaic 3 INscr

p-tzm %dé sknpshan, d&'-\ n -s [ME descripcioun, fr.

; MF description, fr. L description-, descriptio, fr.
de.«:rrpm + -lon- -io -um l. : the act or an mslance of dc-
scribing:as a3ad
describing of something malenal or immaterial (~ of things ls
a mode of classification which in turn furnishes material for

—Time) (it would ~ the Lincoln Me-
monal to have an obviously false voice speak from the statue
there—N.Y. Times Mag.) (the quivering host whose house has
been profaned and whose religion desecrated —W .L.Sullivan)
b : to divest of sacred character or treat as unhallowed {many
cemeteries were desecrated) 2 archaic : to dedicate (someone
or something) to false gods ¢ condemn to an evil fate 3 5 to
treat (an object of venemtxon, reverent devotion, or admira-
tion) jr y often in a way to provoke
autﬂge on the pan of others {[his great memory . . . has been
desecrated. . .. argery Allingham) (Amencans love the
scenic outdoors, and they do not want to see it desecrafed

—R.L.Neuberger) 4 : to make desolate (churned up
lawns and drives, and desecrated houses with their broken
windows —S.P.B.Mais ﬁ

2d ¥ \ krat, -krat\ adj [de- +

a more general classification —V.F. Lem.en) {the meticulous
~s of the rocks of each the F y —Amer.
Jour. of Science) ( a~ofa and look t his

picture both enable one to say ‘'so unn what he's

~secrate (as in conse-

crate, adj.)] Dm ATED
e tor \-krad.a(r)\ #n -s ¢ one that

—J.M.Shorter); specif § il

present to the mind or imagination graphically and in detail
a unit of objective or subjective experience (as a scene, person,
m textbooks m dxsungmshms a

unsauon emotion) —
rate literary genre; compare EXPOSITIO! N (it is the purpose
o such ~s that explains why thelr typical merits and demerits

are what they are — namely:
detail, fullnas, sketchmess, lmsleadmzness —S.E.Toulmin &
K. Baier) b : a statement of the properties of a ﬂnng or ns

des-e-cm-tiou \#='krashan\ 7 -s 1 ¢ the act or an instance of

ecrating (I have heard this clwrus sung in a uniform
fort ssimo right from the beginning. What a ~ —Warwisk
Braithwaite) (the United Nations Flag of Authority may be
subject to ~s ~—World Flag Encyc.) 2 3 the condition of being
desecrated Eyn PROFANATION

de.seed \(')d +\ vt[d - + seed (n.)] to remove the seed from

de~segmemauon \GQ)dE+\n [de- + ;egmenlalmn] zool § coa-

Q

relations to other things serving to. ldenufy it e
designation of an abject by means of a nmnc with
the or a (as “the prmnt king of the Bemans” or “a house next

of distinct
de.segregate \(‘)d§+\ vb [de- + segregate] vt : to rid of
segregation $ to end the_practice of segregation in (two more

to my of! nce") ta descru:‘uve 1t — 0 often

C - desezregaled their schools —New Republic)
¢ this | came from a court order

as m
or ldemlfymg demmnuon (ns a name, hbel epithet) (the ~
“wax” is a is at—.l N.Gold-
smnh) 20bsa: msaurnon b snno:.wsm' 3 * kind or
character esp. as determined by sallenl features (uch state
may still confer them upon an alien, or . .. upon any class or
~ of ns —R.B.Taney) {opposed to any tax of so radical
ar~) 4, ob.v : pictorial representation $a :a tracingoutof a
re ba g of a course {the rocket’s ~
of a high Archmg curve) specification of the boundaries
of a piece of land with sufficient accuracy. for Ieul purposes
(as in preparing a deed of transfer) lyll
de.scrip. on-ist \-sh(o)nést\ n-s : one prohcxent in de-

scription 2 : DESCRIPTT
de-sctip-tion- \-shanlés\ adj : being without description
de-scrip-tio «30-nae \dé'sknpsh! opa(rg so(yne\ n [L,

person] : matter merely descriptive of the
rers‘o_r.u of the pa rties and not essential to the validity of a

ega 10 PERSONAE
1de.scrip-tive \da'skrl tiv, d&'-, v also -m\ .adj [LL
dtmlpl vus, fr. L descriptus + -fvus -ive] 12 serving to de-

¢ characterized by dncnption : representational

pool
—Jour. a] Sg‘clal Issues) ~ v ¢ to effect or 1mplement de-

ies . gated with-
out being required to do 50 —K.B. Clark)’
de.segregation \(})d&+\ n : the act of desegregating : the
process of effecting an end to the practice of segregation
{urbanization . . . may make ~ easier —J.B.Martin) (the
process of ~ has been going forward steadﬂy . in schoo!

Scotfand —Adam Smith) b : uncultivated and uninhabited
$ barren like a desert (one could scarcely find a more ~ tract
for a sctller) 3 : having its habitat in a desert (~ flora and
fauna) pecuhar to or adapted to life in a desert (sturdy ~

Ma-sert \d&'zor|t, d€'-, -23|,-zai|, wsu |d-+V\ n -s [ME deszrte.
r. OF, fr. fem. of desert (past part. of deservir to deserve), fr.
L deserv[tus, ast part. of deservire to serve zealously — more
at DESERVE] 1 a : the quality or fact of being worthy of or
deserving of rewards or recompense or of requital or punish-
ment (the concept of ~ is essentially indefinable exce) t in
terms of existing practices and ideas —G.H .Sabine) ta
complex of actions calling for such returns (in the midst is
seated Justice to award to each according to his ~ —Carleton
Bmwn) 2 a ¢ reward or punishment deserved or earned by
one's qualities or acts {not weighing our ~s but pardonmg our
offenses —Missale Romanum) (by dint of much caballing and
much dwelling upon his own ~s he triumphed over his ene-
mies —Vlrgtmn oolf) b deserts pl H awards due for superior
or inferior of art or wor (book reviewers
. frequently praise the first venture of a writer beyond its
yust ~s —Harrison Smith) 8 : worthiness or excellence of
character as adduced by a good course of conduct ¢he won the
appointment on grounds of ~ rather than through family
prestige) Syn see DUE
sdesert \“\ vb -En/-ING/-8 [F déserter, fr. LL desertare, fr. L
desertus, past part. of deserere to desert — more at 'DESERT]
vt 1 ¢ to withdraw from or leave permanently or less often
temporarﬂy (as a place) ¢ QuIT {farmers continue to ~ the land
to_take up factory work) {the smile ~ing his broad face
—T.B.Costain) {phrases which never ~ the memory —T.S.
Eliot) 2a: to turn away from (what has previously engaged
one) esp. by w:lhdrawmg _support or disrupting bonds of
auachment or duty ¢ reject in order to take up something else
$ ABANDON (who, 30 years before, upon being ~ed by her
fover had taken to her bed —Margaret Deland) (coming at
last to ~ the Prohibition party) ¢he ~ed prose for the com-
g:nsatmg rhythms of poetry —Tyrus Hillway) b : to leave
hind or give up (as a person) — used with fo (fon:ed to ~
he rest of the miners to their fate) € : to renounce marital
by e y of (oness use) 3a:to
break away from or break off assoc:anan with {some matter
-nvolvmg legal or moral obligation or some object of loyalty)
¢ BETRAY (not propose to ~ the 100-year-old Monroe Doc-
trine —A.H.Vandenberg $1951) (would be a calamity if these
sciences ~ed the ideal of accurate and verifiable systematic
knowledge for its own sake —M.R.Cohen) Db : to abandon
(military service) without leave ¢ forsake in violation of duty
{guilty of ~ing his fellow soldlers) 4 ; to drop away or
escape from (a person) usu. causing a distinct sense of loss or
discomfiture ¢ leave in the lurch ¢ FORSAKE {all sense of counly
etiquette ~ing him —T.B. Cosmm) ~ vi 12 to quit one’s post,
leader, or service without leave (the native guides quietly ~ed
dunng the night) (the more liberal members of the party began
~ing) 2t to change one’s allegiance (he gave fear of a return
of Nazism as the reason for his ~ing to the Commumsmg
3 a : to quit military service without right (determined to ~
¢ absent oneself without leave from proper post, station, or
duty with the intent to remain away permanently b ¢ to Icave
one’s proper place to avoid hazardous duty or to shirk im-
portant service : accept appointment or enlist in the same or
another a service without first being regularly separated
t enter a foreign armed servnoe without authorization by the
U.S. ©of an officer ¢ to quit one’s post without leave and wlth
intent to remain away permanently after tendering one’s
resignation but before due notice of acceptance of it has
recelved
armorn:a of pebbles and
the surface of the ground in a ducrt resulting from removal o{
sand and dust particles by the wind and protecting the under-
lying mateml from further wind erosion
gemt bat 7 ¢ PALLID BAT
esert candle » : a lant of the genus Eremurus
dcssn cat n : any of several small wildcats of arid regions: as
: a widely distributed Asiatic wildcat (Felis bieti) B 2 KAFFIR
CAT ¢ : a pale sandy-colored bay lynx of desert parts of west-
ern No. Amcri'en
desert date
deserted adj s lell w‘lhoul the accustomed occupants, com-
p“sli or support $ ABANDONED, FORSAKEN (found shelter in a
ack) (stood xhere, mouonfess without desire, like a s::f
at sea, ~ of all winds —L.P.Smith) — de-sert.ed-ly
- de-ssn-cd-ness n -ES
de-sert-er \pronunc at 3peserRT + a(r)\ n -s [F & L; F déser-
teur, fr. L desertor, fr. desertus + -or] ¢ one who forsakes a
duty, a causé, or anyone to whom he owes service; esp ¢ a mem-
ber of a military force who deserts
desert fever or desert rheumatism » : a mild form of coc-

1d.

districts throughout the country —J.W. Waring) — p
INTEGRATION

de.se.mer \'dazoma(r)\ n -s [G, fr. LG, alter. of MLG
bisemer, besemer, of Baltic origin; akin to ’Lith bezménas, of
Slav origin; akin to.ORuss bezménii desemer, small weight, Pol
bezmian, przezmian balance without pans, perh., of Turkic
origin; akm to Turk batman small weight] 2 an ancient

balance $ STEEL
de-nnsitizahon \(.)d! d3+\ n & the process of desensitizing
{~ consists m the dual specific neutralizing of the sensitiz-
ing antibody .Coca;
de-sensmzo \(')de d$+\ vb {de- + sensitize] vt 1 :to render
(a sensitized or hypersensitive individual) insensitive or non-
reacnve to a sensmzmg agent (desensitized to an allergenic

non of observed acu {a minute
l_cal.and uencrall of rge fulvous orang-
.utan —E.A Poe] (ouuumng lonmnons have g

~ names: the Devil’s Chair is 80 feet \ﬁ —Amer. Guide
Series: Minn.). {purely ~ poetry —Yvor Winters) — distin-

3

gol of an extract of that pollen)
to rendcr (a photographic material) less or com-
pletely insensitive to radiation 3 : to make portions of (an
,oifset plxte) repellent to ink 42 w render insmsnnle tQ some
i or callous to s
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desert on n 1 a fox (Vulpes leucopus) of the wes!ern demts

tg Asia 2 the kit fox (Vulpes
d( esert zum 'n any of several trees of the genus Eucalyptus
esp, E.

desert llolly nsalow h (Atriplex k ) of arid
regions of the southwestern U.S. and Mexico wuh smooth
bluish green or silvery prickly-edged foliage that is often used
for Christmas decoration

de.ser-tic \dd'zard-ik, de'-\ adj ¢ belonging or peculiar to or
‘havin; e‘f the distinctive churacter ‘of a desert {the red ~ hills
dotted with juniper —D.C.Peattie) ¢ found in a desert (a ~
_soil may be rich in nutrients) (a ~ clim: [)

des.ex-tic.o-lous \idezs(r)itikolos\ adj ['desert + -- +
-colous] ¢ dwelling in a desert

de-ser-tion \d3*zer|shan, d&'-, -z3|,-zsi[\ & -5 [MF orLL; M
fr. LL desertion-, desertio, fr. L desertus + -lon-, -io - i
1 the act or an instance of deserting: a ¢ abandonment of a





