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Limitation of Liability
While the Editor and Publisher of this book have made reasonable efforts to
ensure the accuracy and timeliness of the information contained herein, nei-
ther the Editor nor the Publisher shall have any liability with respect to loss or
damage caused or alleged to be caused by reliance on any information con-
tained herein.

Copyright © 1994 by International Business Machines Corporation. All rights
reserved. Printed in the United States of America. Except as permitted under
the United States Copyright Act of 1976. no part of this publication may be
reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means, or stored in a data
base or retrieval system, without the prior written permisssion of the pub-
lisher.

4 5 6 7 8 9 0 DOC/DOC 9 9 8 7 6

ISBN 0-07-031488-8 (HC)
ISBN 0-07-031489-6 (PBK)

The sponsoring editor for this book was Daniel A. Gonneau and the
production supervisor was Thomas G. Kowalczyk.

Printed and bound by R. R. Donnelley & Sons Company.

Tenth Edition (August 1993)
This is a major revision of the IBM Dictionary of Computing, SC20-1699-8,
which is made obsolete by this edition. Changes are made periodically to the
information provided herein.

It is possible that this material may contain reference to, or information about,
IBM products (machines and programs), programming, or services that are
not announced in your country. Such references or information must not be
construed to mean that IBM intends to announce such IBM products, pro-
gramming. or services in your country. Comments may be addressed to IBM
Corporation, Department E37/656, P. O. Box 12195. Research Triangle Park,
NC 27709.

International Edition
Copyright C} 1994 by International Business Machines Corporation. Exclusive
rights by McGraw-Hill, Inc. for manufacture and export. This book cannot be
re-exported from the country to which it is consigned by McGraw-Hill. The
International Edition is not available in North America.

When ordering this title, use ISBN 0-07-113383-6.

This book is printed on acid-free paper.
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DPS Distributed Presentation Services.

DPSK Differential phase-shift keying.

DR (I) In NCP and CCP, dynamic reconfiguration.
(2) In SNA, definite response.

draft copy A version of a document prepared for
review, approval, or editing. (T)

draft quality Print quality of text that is not suitable
for business correspondence, but good enough for
most internal documents. (T)

drag In SAA Common User Access, to use a pointing
device to move an object; for example. clicking on a
window border, and dragging it to make the window
larger.

dragging In computer graphics, moving one or more
segments on a display surface by translating. (I) (A)

drag select In SAA Advanced Common User Access,
to press a mouse button and hold it down while
moving the pointer so that the pointer travels to a dif-
ferent location on the screen. Dragging ends when the
mouse button is released. All items between the
button-down and button-up points are selected. See
also click, double-click.

drain To honor pending allocation requests before
deactivating sessions with a partner logical unit 6.2.

DRAM Dynamic random-access  memory.

drawable In A1X Enhanced X-Windows,  a collective
term for both windows and pixmaps when used as
destinations in graphics operations. However, an
InputOnly window cannot be used  as a source or des-
tination drawable in a graphics operation.

DRAW disc Direct-read-after-write disc.

drawn button In the AlXwindows program a graphic
object that simulates a real-world button with a
symbol or other image drawn on its face.

DRC Data recording control.

DRD Data recording device.

DRDS Dynamic reconfiguration data set.

drift (1) The unwanted change of the value of an
output signal of a device over a specified period  of
ti me when the values of all input signals of the device
are kept constant. (T) (2) The maximum deviation
of the statistical mean within a specified time at a con-
stant temperature.

drifting characters See currency symbol,  sign char-
acter.

drip feed valve In a duplicator, an adjustable device
for regulating the flow of the activator in a gravity
feed system. (T)

drive See diskette storage drive, disk storage drive,
media drive. tape drive.

drive designation A letter, from A to Z, assigned to a
physical disk, a partition, or a network directory so
that the system has a unique way to refer to the
rnintxMA...

driver (I) A program (and possibly data files) that
contain information needed to run a particular unit,
such as a plotter, printer, port, or mouse. See also
device driver, printer driver, and queue driver.  (2) A
system or device that enables a functional unit to
operate. (3) A circuit that increases the signal
current for sending data over long cables or to many
other circuits. (4) A circuit that sends small elec-
tronic signals to a device.

drop (I) In the IBM Cabling . System, a cable that
was from a faceplate to the distribution panel in a
wiring closet. When the IBM Cabling System is used
with the IBM Token-Ring Network, a drop may form
part of a lobe. Cables between wiring closets are not
classified as drops. See subscriber's drop. (2) To fix
the position of an object that is being dragged by
releasing the select button on the pointing device. See
also drag.

drop cable The cable that connects a data station to a
trunk coupling unit. Synonymous with stub cable.
(T)

drop-down combination box In SAA Advanced
Common User Access, a variation of a combination
box in which a list box is hidden until a user takes
explicitly acts to make it visible. See combination
box, list box. See also drop-down list.

drop-down list In SAA Advanced Common User
Access, a single selection field in which only the
current choice is visible. Other choices are hidden
until a user explicitly acts to display the list box that
contains the other choices. See also list box, drop-
down combination box.

drop-frame time code A nonsequential time code
used to keep tape time code matched to real time. It
must not he used in tapes intended for videodisc mas-
tering.

drop-in An error detected by the reading of a binary
character not previously recorded, in storing or
retrieving data from a magnetic storage device.
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