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[57] ABSTRACT 

An object-oriented software architecture interacts with 
"real" input/output devices exc1usively through "virtual" 
input/output devices. Since all human interface with the 
operating system is performed through such virtual devices, 
the system can accept any form of real input or output 
devices. The lowest level of the operating system converts 
input from any physical device to virtual form and converts 
virtual output into suitable physical output. Any number of 
physical devices can be connected to, removed from, or 
replaced in the system without disrupting the system. 
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