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testimony before Congress last year. Last week,
speaking to the Nationai Press Club, he added, “We
want your money whethex you are here legally or
not and whether you earned it legally or not.”

In 1996, the IRS created the individual tax- '

payer identification number, or ITIN, a nine-digit
number that starts with *9,” for taxpayers who
didn't qualify for a Social Security number. Since
then, the agency has issued about 11 million of
them, and by 2003, the latest year with available
figures, the number of tax returns nsing them
had risen to nearly one million. The government
doesn’t know how many of those taxpayers were

with tax-reporting requirements in the U.S. ¢
the number are believed tobe in the U.S, llegally.

hability for ITIN filers totaled almost $50 hillien.
As part of its cutreach effart, the IRS has been

ships with community groups. a3
ter for Econamic Progress, a
cago, hosted its fourth 1T guent of theﬁxseason
atachmrchonthecity's South Side, helpmg individ-
uals apply for the number and file in one sitting.
Cntics say the government is legitimizing the
presence of llegal immigrants by encouraging
them to file tax retwrns. “A major organ of the U.S.
government is saying it's OK to be illegal as long as

you send in yowr return,” says Mark Krikorian, exec-
utive dj ieration Stud-
Jes, which supports ti controls

The decision to report wages and withheld
taxes can be a hard one for illegal immigrants,
though, because they normally use an invalid So-
cial Security number to obtain work. Mrs.
Castillo must attachthe W-2, often with a fake So-
cial Security number, to the tax return, along
with the ITIN. The IRS instructs tax preparers to
fill in Social Security numbers as they are shown
on the W-2 form, even if the numbers are invalid.

Mrs. Castillo assures her customers that the
IRS doesn’t share information with Homeland Se-
curity. The tax code prevents disclosure of tax-
payer information except in limited circum-
stances. Inhis National Press Club speech, Mr. Ever-
son said: “There is no bleeding over of information
from the IRS to the Department of Homeland Secu-
Tty af this stage. The systems are independent.”

Most illegal immigrants who visit Petra Busi-
ness Services, as Mrs. Castillo’s business is called,
say they hope that filing a tax return will eventu-
ally boost their chances of securing agreen card.A
bipartisan immigration bill introduced in Con-
gress last month requires proof of “good moral
character” in order for illegal residents to qualify
for permanent U.S. residency. The last immigra-
tionamnasty, in 1986, required them to prove they
had lived and worked in the U.5. for several years,

‘The possibility of getting a refund is another mo-
tivation: Because undocumented workers normally
use a fake Social Security number to work, their So-
cial Security and Medicare contributions won’t do
themany good. Filing a tax return with an ITIN gives
them a shot at getting some withheld money back.

“The rules of this conntry say that everyone
| must file taxes,” says Pable Espinoza, a welder, 1

undocumented immigrants. Foreign nationals’
also get an 1TIN. But most of the people who use §
All told, between 1996 and 2003, the income-tax "

helping taxpayers apply for ITINs thmughparh:er— 4

“she qui

"1040A fo

Patra Castillo at her South Central Los Anteles office

gxantand}us wife, Martha, who works inachicken-
processing plant, earned about $42,000 last year.
Mr. Bspinpza acknowledges that heand his wife are
here illegally. But in every other respect, he says,
they are law-abiding residents. “We work hard. We
have a clean record. We file our taxes,” he says.
mwomm down the couple’s ITIN mum-

berso ir 1040 form. Last vear, $1,464.88 in So-
ity and $342.60 in Medjcaze were de-

ducted from Mr. Espinoza'swages.Hiswife paid sev-

eral ted dollars in Social Security and Medi-
}in addition, $3,508 in federal taxes

Castilla Figures they will get'a $3,462 refiind from
the IRS} putting their total federal tax bill at $46.
Berg nice Reyes, a 24-year-old student, has

br -2 forms for two years of werk at a
sandwigh shop. She says she wints to pay her
taxes t ve she could be a good citizen. Since
TS R qst time filing taxes, Mrs, Castillo helps

her fill it a W-7 ITIN application, which states
that “g an ITIN does not change your immi-
gration status or your right to work in the U.S.”
The irony of filing a tax retyrn isn’t lost on Ms.
Reves, whio works to pay her college tuition and as-
p:restcrtéch highschool in South Central. “Pm try-
ing to go by the law;” she says, “But according to
other laws, I shouldn’t even be in this country.”
Mrs, Gastilla started working as a clerk in the
IRS’s Los Angeles office in the mid-1970s. Eventu-
ally; s an volunteering during tax season at
achure )flSouth Central. Intime, Mrs. Castiflo de-
cided she;wanted to start her own tax business, so
IRS job to avoid a conflict of interest
and todk another full-time post at a different gov-
grnment . agency. She launched the business on
the sidé, charging people to fill out their returns
from arjimprovised office on her parents’ covered
front pprch. In 1999, her husband, Gerardo, con-
verted dilapidated taco stall into an office,
Mrs dasnllo charges a fraction of what large
s charge—a flat $40 for a simple
.She spends about 20 minutes a cus-
tomer, foften inquiring about deductibles that

tax p

they thave overlooked. Because theundocu-
ment ants hear abouf her by word of
mouth, they say they feel more comfortable at

her office thati they would at a ldrge tax-prepara-
tion firm. Customers who have moved to Texas,
Anizona and the Southeast still use her services,
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| tven Workers' ™
InUS. Illegally
‘Pay Tax Man

Booming Los Angeles Business Caters
To Immigrants Who Need Help Filing

By MIRIAM JORDAN 4
Los Angeles

N A RECENT Sunday afternoon, construction work-
ers, car washers, truck drivers and students
crowded into Petra Castillo’s one-room tax-prepa-
ration office in this city’s South Central neighbor-
hood. Most of those inside what was once the home
of El Jefe Tacos shared something besides their need to beat
this year’s Aprl 17 filing deadline: They are illegal immigrants.

“They are undocumented, but they want to do every-
thing right,” says Mrs. Castillo, 50 years old, who has a no-

. nonsense demeanor as she jug-
gles phone calls and customers,
mainly speaking in Spanish.

Polticians and activists cam-
paigning for a crackdown on 1lle-
gal immigration frequently com-
plan that the nation’s estimated
12 million undocumented resi-
dents violate U.S. law by not pay-
mg taxes, aswell asby beinginthe
0.5 without permission. But Mrs,
Castillo’s booming business
showshow some of the workers who are here in defiance of one
annof the U.S. government—the Department of Homeland Se-
curity-—are filing federal tax returns with the aggressive gn-
couragement of another—the Internal Revenue Service.

“If someone is working without authorization in this coun-
try, he or she 1s not absolved of tax liakility,” IRS Commis-
siwoner Mark Everson, a former immigration official, said in

Please turn to the back page X3

¥, -
o t v
A - l' -
‘ - - ") ;
n g S
« taif

il Undocumented waorkers wart
=k, | Inside the former taco stall, left,

* | where Petra Business Services
helps them file therr tax retums. -

s ) ,
Y 7 S | i

——

Fyl® 7 Rarslen of Tres



— I}

Filed 10/18/2007 0 LD -
sarriRa
a ‘b- .

Document 1-6

Case 1:07-cv-02609-WBH

Set in the environment of ethnic and racial paranoia that defined the early 1940s ;
in Los Angeles, California, the "Zoot Suit Riots" were a defining moment for Zoot :
‘Suiters and the MexlcanAmencan community. In March and April of 1942, the %
entlre Japanese and Japanese Amencan populatlon on the West Coast of the ki
-Umted Stdtes-were depoﬁed to "'reIocatlon centers” (mild euphemisms for con-_ i
serﬂgatlon camps) located the lntemr aﬁhe U.S. Wltheut the Japanese Ameri- (-
;cansa:around to focus the lon rama] paranola 'Los ‘Angelenos began to 100K | ' jpue
s:toward the Zoot Suiters. A "Memcan Omme Wave" was announced by local news-
_pagers (precursors to today! s1ab10|dsand ipioneers.in "yellow-journalism"}, anda
sperclal grand jury was appomted by the clty of Los Angeles to investigate. -

-:Mgtmund the:same 1|me!,méLcrs*Angeies Colinty Shefiff's Depart-
qnenhalswdec:dedio rnvesﬂgate’and appelnted E. Duran Ayres t0
headrthalr‘ForalgnrRelahnns Buréau, And though Mr. Ayres accu-
ratelggadenhfied :much,gfthe; Aetive dlscrimmatlon that was occurring
agamstthe "Mexrcarr elemerit* -he: drewsome startlrng conclus:ons
rwhmh,ware preséntag;o- the grafid funy: i i T
+JHe- stafadﬂmt'ﬁgxlcaﬂ}-hmen'cans arg: essanually Indlans and
-therafore Orlentals. o Asians. Throughoit, hlsfury, he declared, the
_{Orientals hava shawn‘ Iess‘tegard dor-human; life'thar have the Euro-
7, peans. Further;:Maxican Americalis frad inherited:their 'naturally vio-
ienmeddencles trnmihe' 'bloodthlrsty Aztecs' of ‘Mexico who were
“:said to have practlced'human sacrifice’ centuries ago.’At one paint in
~his réport Ayres.even compared-the, Anglo-io a domesticated house
gatand the Mexican toa ‘wild cat,’ suggesting-thatthe Mexican would
""fowever retain: his: wiid- -and vno[ent‘iendenc:es no maﬂar-how much
Haduntlon or't:ainlng he-mlght reoews“ Bragta
-Onithé riight of’ Augusﬂ 1942, Zoot' Smter.lrlenry I:ey:vas 20 and
gsoma o his friends. were.qulved in. a,’flght with another. group .of Pa-
=.&hucos.atthe’ "Wllllams*Hanch by-a’iagoon, 'Later. the, naxt’ ‘moming,
4 ‘& man named;José Diaz was found bleeding.and-unconscious on a
?{noad near, thaﬂagoon (Iater named'ma Sleepy’ Lagoen'bya reporter)
later:disd.; Tho;#h one aﬂlcmrsxammer statadwtharh:e mjung
ihat. In arcal:'=
g’w eﬁiEers-nf me%fﬂﬂm nggwg {"" ‘hbyﬂ
By theciocal 1ab|ordsﬁve":e‘:‘&':‘re i
5 .doséiDlaz.{sseiyithe:localtabloids, 2 pablic-eidcrydor Yustios™
,uengaance, a,gafnét,ﬂae;Zoat,ﬁuIte calige liged: rthe Los) n,gele 8!

7

‘he’ﬂﬁ' a1
an lscaﬁefanda '“”"‘”’

5 5’
'
a-..di -H.z'\-

51k Ui, -which Waré?; :
"hoodlums" fD@'ﬁﬂg..__ e-sh“r'&l{;ez - code
Henry Legavas:mgfe..ﬁ’aditg'gem rWhenever: AT
Attomey pigitiafied 318y, Bames; the defertmiaord mét:y
the judge. 056 655 of how dammmgn*ﬁe-;st% .
= ging made were:iudge’| Fﬁgkg?ﬂ“da‘

aad E. Duran Ayres aumean@ﬂashﬁ'ﬁ%

"expert" witness as,tamm ’
e Mexicans' penchant“f@r@,ﬂ
enr "blood thirst" The trial e

Fnine of the “co-defendants (incltdiny
d}-Henry Lawas) were found guntﬁ‘

gigrotp-Had-been. diibbad
andsshargedmma:me murdapnfM

el "-ﬁ%\-ﬁ*;pr
.,d ¥ Eﬁvm'n’

. second-degree murder, given.prison terms of. five years to life, and
shipped off to the infamous San Quentin Prison.

* On the night of June 3, 1943, eleven sailors on shore leave stated
that they were attacked by a group of Mexican Pachucos. In response __
to this, a group of over 200 uniformed sailors chartered 20 cabs and
charged into the heart of the Mexican American community in East.
Los Angeles. Any Zoot Suiter was fair game. On this and the follow-
ing nights, many Zoot Suters where 'beaten by this mob and stripped
* of their clothes on the spot. Nine sailors were amested during these
disturbances, not one was charged with any crime On the following
nights of June 4th and 5th, the uniformed servicemen again invaded
East Los Angeles, marching abreast down.the streets, breaking into
bars and theaters, and assaulting anyone in their way. The Police or
the Sheritf arrested not cne. In fact, the servicomen were portrayed -
in the local press as heroes stemming the tide of the "Mexican Crime
Wave," During the nights of June 6th and 7h, these secenes were -
again repeated. Time Magazne later reported that, "The police prac-_
tice was to accompany the caravans of soldiers and-sailors in police”
cars, watch the beatings and jail the victims." According to Rudolpho |
Acufia in Occupied America, "Seventeen-year-old Enrico Herrera,
after he was beaten and arrested, spent three hours at a police sta-
. tion, where he was found by his mother, still naked and bleeding.
Police arrested over 800 Chicano youths without cause and Iaheled
the arrests 'preventive’ action.

Finally, at midnight on June 7th, the military authontles did what o
.= the city of Los Angeles would not; they moved to stop the rioting of

.. their personnel. Los Angeles was declared off limits for all military

--‘-.personnel. Though there were little consequences for the rioters
' there was some public outery. On June 16th, 1843, Eleanor Roos- !
evelt commented in her column that, "The question goes deeper =’

than just sults. It is a racial protest. | have been worried for a long

. fime about the Mexican racial situation. It is a problem with roots

going a long way back, and we do not always face these problems

I as we should.” Los Angeles' response was typifled by the June 18th

headlines of the Los Angeles Times, "Mrs. Roosevelt Blindly Stirs

i m '% : ’lf:,ﬁace Discord," and she was accused of communist leanings in the
ubulouslytenjy;wqmw éﬁﬂaccompanymg editorial. Governor Earl Warren (later Chief Justice

efen ﬁd[nlg&»l@pf the U.S. Supreme Court dunng their landmark desegragation
smet ; "‘-cases) convened a committee to mvestlgate the riots and recom-

énded punishment for all involved in the riots, servicemen and ¢i-
ns Other tha.n the charges filed agamst the Mexican American

5 s' commities 1o mvestigate and determine the cause of the riots.
43 the committee issued its report; it determined racism o be a
fral cause of the riots. At the same time, Mayor Flstcher Bowron
e to hus own conclusion. The riots, he said, were caused by juve-
Té;delrnquents and by white Southerners. Racial prejudice was not

Streetlow Magazine 63
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Repatriation P gram

e reported to the Governor of Califor-
o oﬁthe.lmmgratxon Acts of 1921 and
the Southwest to
}f;recrmted.m South-

pr— e iy

degitétion of Afis new “inifnigration
Ee-aumber of |

that time there was a scarcity of cheap
re made welcome.

valuable contributors. ¥
ment sectors, Me i

can quarter, the community swung to : Mewcar ;
a determination to oust the Mexicans. ts 6?15 :
+ Thanks to-the rapacity of his-overlords, 1y, W ﬁT ' t!le
he hiad not been abte to:accumulate any - imgoagiitt "ﬂwﬂ'
savings. He was in default in his rent. '
He was a,burden to the taxpayer. At this
juncture, an ingenious social worker sug-
gested the desirability of a wholesale de-
portatmn But when, the Federal authori-
~.ties weére Gonsulted they could promise
but slight assistance, since many-ef the._. - -hetw
youdger-Mexicans in Snuthern Califor- _
nia were American CltlZEﬂS being.the
American-bom children of mumgrants
Moreover, the Federal~oﬁiclals msisted,
in cases df illegal entry, upon a pubhc
_hearing and a formal order of deporta—
Tion. Thls procedure mvolved delay and
p. expense ‘and, moreover, it could not be’
g ~-used to,advantage in oustmg-any large
mumber .
. . '
'Ihe'gover‘nment‘s sghition was theRe-
patrjgtion Progeam. In ‘cooperatign with °
the Mexican gowmg which had re- .
gretted thg‘loss of so many able workefs,  tic
E  U.S. federdl, ﬁatemounty, and local OT-
< ficials apphed pressure on Mexicaris to -
"voluntarily" retum to Mex:co Negona—

':
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became an American household term for illegal Mexican workers
Although the term is as degrading as any ethnic slur, it was
Mhe U :S. govern mant and fell into common use, often applied

2 ey "al . program was being viewed as a suc-
Psas in htiounties Eiled Jexas from the labor-exchange pro-
e,k arsy ' PR uNdSYaT WieShreatl-ulation of contracts, discrimination
S WsinTamiogins %. 1 e fexican charges, some grower or-
' ' i | Mexican workers and violate

;1- rovide workers transportation
gges, housing, and health ser-

tande valley cotton growers were
the wages paid elsewhere in
3 nawspaper clamored for justice in

iﬁ1954 headed by INS com-
SW ag, the United States Border
dinty state, and federal authon-

Burgecning numbe L Lmrdrants prompted Py Seaich-an
. dent Dwight- D. Ensenhower to 2pfoint higdlangtime friend, , . anyone on th ol Me> can and demanded
" Generat Joseph Swm JNS Cag m|ss a It anum"z’r‘proeiwf‘gmansh B Jﬁ, 'Fhég fecused on Amer-
. Sen...William Fulbri gk it lcan-Mexl arkne ' f didents and natu-

New York Fimes. thg v_*n Iﬂgﬂllegals and de-

v

“by Mex:can 'wej
1,000,000 casesje
refaxation in ethie
farmer-expl'o:te
loe Federal.&

sadesattheberde

" . unethical "coyote"f
; sq;!-‘bontr_aqts in.Te,

wF
. rafj 4 800 aliens were
ihe dally‘totals .wlndled to an aver-

d to scare |
ffile the numbers of depo
igals were transported acrg
#As.the pace of the opers
b on the Emancipation,]
gl Texas, to Veracruyz)
erred made of trans

cHHTBELET ¢ AL {
pthe bordero fﬂ
i slowed, depn n by
fwhiah ferried wetbfrom
on other shipg.¥Shi
gause they ca
perder than d
unfil the drowag
iom the MercuriszR
agamst the peag
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