
 

 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA 

ATLANTA DIVISION 
 
 
CHRISTOPHER INNISS, et al.,  
      

 Plaintiffs, 
 
v.  
    

DEBORAH ADERHOLD, et al., 
     

Defendants.  

     

Civil Action Number 
    1:14-CV-01180-WSD 

 

 

 

      

  

 
 

PLAINTIFFS’ RESPONSE TO DEFENDANTS’ MOTION TO STAY 

PROCEEDINGS PENDING A RULING BY THE  

UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT 

 

Plaintiffs hereby respond to the Court’s January 23, 2015 request for a 

response on the State’s motion seeking a stay of this case, in light of the Supreme 

Court’s grant of certiorari in Obergefell v. Hodges, 2015 U.S. LEXIS 618 (U.S. 

Jan. 16, 2015).  The briefing in Obergefell is due in April, and counsel in that case 

have received correspondence from the Supreme Court stating that an argument 

date will be set in April.   

Plaintiffs are keenly aware that every passing day without access to marriage 

inflicts profound harms on same-sex couples in Georgia.  Searcy v. Strange, No. 

Inniss et al v. Aderhold et al Doc. 58
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1:14-cv-00208, 2015 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 7775, at *5 (S.D. Al. Jan. 23, 2015) (“As 

long as a stay is in place, same-sex couples and their families remain in a state of 

limbo with respect to adoption, child care and custody, medical decisions, 

employment and health benefits, future tax implications, inheritance and many 

other rights associated with marriage.”).  Nonetheless, Plaintiffs have conferred 

with counsel for Defendants Deborah Aderhold and Monica Fenton (“Defendants”) 

and are informed that those Defendants would seek at least four months of 

discovery were the case to proceed.  Accordingly, Obergefell will be argued – and 

likely decided – well before the parties could finish discovery and then proceed to 

dispositive motions for the Court.  Since Obergefell will likely significantly 

reshape the issues for discovery, and may decide this case, and given the discovery 

that Defendants believe is necessary, Plaintiffs believe that proceeding with the 

case before Obergefell is decided would not serve the interests of efficiency or 

judicial economy.   

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 
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 Respectfully submitted this 27th day of January, 2015, 

LAMBDA LEGAL DEFENSE AND 

EDUCATION FUND, INC. 
 

/s/ Tara L. Borelli                              . 
Tara L. Borelli (Bar No. 265084) 
Gregory R. Nevins (Bar No. 539529) 
Elizabeth L. Littrell (Bar No. 454949) 
730 Peachtree Street, NE, Suite 1070 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Phone: (404) 897-1880 
Fax: (404) 897-1884  
tborelli@lambdalegal.org 
gnevins@lambdalegal.org 
blittrell@lambdalegal.org 
 
LAMBDA LEGAL DEFENSE AND 

EDUCATION FUND, INC. 
Susan L. Sommer (Pro Hac Vice) 
120 Wall Street, 19th Floor 
New York, NY 10005 
Phone: (212) 809-8585 
Fax: (212) 809-0055 
ssommer@lambdalegal.org 

BRYAN CAVE LLP 
William V. Custer (Bar No. 202910) 
Jennifer D. Odom (Bar No. 549717) 
Jennifer B. Dempsey (Bar No. 217536) 
Luke A. Lantta (Bar No. 141407) 
1201 W. Peachtree St., N.W., 14th Fl. 
Atlanta, GA  30309 
Phone:  (404) 572-6600 
Fax:  (404) 572-6999 
Bill.Custer@bryancave.com 
Jennifer.Odom@bryancave.com 
Jennifer.Dempsey@bryancave.com 
Luke.Lantta@bryancave.com 
 
BRYAN CAVE LLP 
Douglas E. Winter (Pro Hac Vice) 
1155 F. Street, NW, Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20004 
Phone: (202) 508-6000 
Fax: (202) 220-7372 
dewinter@bryancave.com 
 
WHITE & CASE LLP 
David P. Draigh (Pro Hac Vice) 
Southeast Financial Center 
200 South Biscayne Boulevard 
Suite 4900 
Miami, Florida 33131-2352 
Phone: (305) 995-5293 
Fax: (305) 358-5744 
ddraigh@whitecase.com 

  
Counsel for Plaintiffs 
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LOCAL RULE 7.1(D) CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE 

 I certify that this pleading has been prepared with Times New Roman font, 

14 point, as approved by the Court in L.R. 5.1(C), N.D. Ga. 

 Respectfully submitted, this 27th day of January, 2015. 
 
  /s/ Tara L. Borelli    

Tara L. Borelli (Bar No. 265084) 
      tborelli@lambdalegal.org 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on January 27, 2014, I electronically filed the foregoing 

document with the Clerk of Court using the CM/ECF system which will 

automatically send email notification to the following attorneys of record: 

Tara L. Borelli  
Susan L. Sommer (Pro Hac Vice) 
Gregory R. Nevins  
Elizabeth L. Littrell  
LAMBDA LEGAL DEFENSE AND 

EDUCATION FUND, INC. 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
 

William V. Custer  
Douglas E. Winter (Pro Hac Vice) 
Jennifer D. Odom  
Jennifer B. Dempsey  
Luke A. Lantta  
BRYAN CAVE LLP 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 

Nels Peterson 
Devon Orland 
OFFICE OF STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
Attorneys for Defendant Deborah 

Aderhold 
 

David P. Draigh (Pro Hac Vice) 
WHITE & CASE LLP 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 

Diana L. Freeman 
Kaye W. Burwell 
R. David Ware 
FULTON COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 
Attorneys for Defendant Hon. Judge 

Pinkie Toomer 

Frank E. Jenkins, III 
Michael Van Stephens, II 
Robert L. Walker 
JENKINS & BOWEN, P.C. 
Attorneys for Defendant Brook 

Davidson 

 
I further certify that all attorneys of record are CM/ECF participants.   
 

  /s/ Tara L. Borelli    
Tara L. Borelli (Bar No. 265084) 

      Attorney for Plaintiffs 
 
LAMBDA LEGAL DEFENSE AND EDUCATION FUND, INC. 
730 Peachtree Street, NE, Suite 1070 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Phone: (404) 897-1880 | tborelli@lambdalegal.org 


