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Rudy Giuliani Admits Trump Asked How to Implement a Muslim Ban Legally

By Daniel Politi

Rudy Giuliani speaks to reporters at Trump Tower on Jan. 12 in New York City.

Drew Angerer/Getty Images

Whatever they may say now, it turns out that President Donald Trump’s controversial executive order on refugees and immigration was
actually the result of his desire to ban Muslims from entering the United States. Rudy Giuliani said as much in an interview, noting that
Trump asked him for help on how to implement his desired ban.

Ever since Trump signed the executive order Friday stopping the country’s refugee program for four months, and preventing entry of
visitors from seven Muslim-majority countries for 90 days, supporters have insisted that it was incorrect to characterize the move as a
ban on Muslims. “It’s not a Muslim ban,” Trump said Saturday afternoon. After all, supporters argued, several countries with huge
Muslim populations were excluded from the list. (Many were also quick to point out that those excluded from the list have ties to
Trump’s business interests.)

Advertisement

But now Giuliani has essentially admitted that Trump wanted to ban Muslims from the United States, he just knew that an outright
blockade would be illegal, so he asked the former New York mayor for help.

Giuliani revealed the stark details in an interview on Fox News, where host Jeanine Pirro essentially set up what should have been a
softball question: “Does the ban have anything to do with religion?” And that’s when Giuliani got into the explanation:

OK. I'll tell you the whole history of it. So when he first announced it he said, “Muslim ban.” He called me up and said, “Put a commission together, show me the right way to do
it legally.” | put a commission together with Judge Mukasey, with Congressman McCaul, Pete King, a whole group of other very expert lawyers on this. And what we did was

we focused on, instead of religion, danger. The areas of the world that create danger for us. Which is a factual basis. Not a religious basis. Perfectly legal, perfectly sensible, and

that’s what the ban is based on. It’s not based on religion. It's based on places where there are substantial evidence that people are sending terrorists into our country.

This is just the beginning. Help us hold President Trump accountable.



Despite Giuliani’s claim that the order has no “religious basis,” that isn’'t quite true considering that Trump’s measure specitically states
that once the refugee program resumes, it will “prioritize refugee claims made by individuals on the basis of religious-based
persecution, provided that the religion of the individual is a minority religion in the individual’s country of nationality.” Trump has
outright said he wants to give priority to Christian refugees. He hinted as much again Sunday morning, writing on Twitter that
“Christians in the Middle-East have been executed in large numbers. We cannot allow this horror to continue!”

i Donald J. Trump Follow
@realDonaldTrump

Christians in the Middle-East have been executed in large
numbers. We cannot allow this horror to continue!
10:03 AM - 29 Jan 2017

60,116 226,746

In the interview, Pirro expressed surprise that Saudi Arabia and Pakistan were left off the list. Giuliani said Saudi Arabia deserves the
benefit of the doubt: “Saudi Arabia is going through a massive change. | think the kingdom particularly under the new prince has a real
understanding that we are dealing with a massive radical Islamic terrorist problem.” And Pakistan? “Pakistan | would have to know
more about,” Giuliani said. “It troubles me a little bit like it troubles you.”
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Trump Defends Immigration Order, Blasts Senate Critics Amid Growing
Protests

By Daniel Politi
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Thousands attend an afternoon rally in lower Manhattan to protest President Donald
Trump's new immigration policies on Sunday in New York City.

Spencer Platt/Getty Images

Amid growing chaos and confusion across the country—and the world—regarding President Donald Trump’s executive order barring
refugees and arrivals from seven predominantly Muslim countries, the commander in chief defended his order and made it clear he has
no plans to back down. As large number of protesters gathered in airports across the country to protest the order that bars Syrian
refugees indefinitely, suspends the nation’s refugee program for four months, and halts arrivals of citizens from seven nations—Syria,
Iraq, Iran, Sudan, Somalia, Yemen, and Libya—lawyers struggled to figure out how many people were being detained by Trump’s
surprisingly broad executive order that was signed on Friday. And, finally, a few Republican lawmakers decided to stand up (at least
meekly) to the commander in chief.

This is just the beginning. Help us hold President Trump accountable.



“UUr government Nas a responsibility 1o delend Our DOFAers, but we Must do SO In a way that makes us
safer and upholds all that is decent and exceptional about our nation.

“Itis clear from the confusion at our airports across the nation that President Trump’s executive order
was not properly vetted. We are particularly concerned by reports that this order went into effect with
little to no consultation with the Departments of State, Defense, Justice, and Homeland Security.

“Such a hasty process risks harmful results. We should not stop green-card holders from returning to the
country they call home. We should not stop those who have served as interpreters for our military and
diplomats from seeking refuge in the country they risked their lives to help. And we should not turn our
backs on those refugees who have been shown through extensive vetting to pose no demonstrable threat
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Full statement of John McCain and Lindsey Graham on Trump's

EO on Immigration: reckless, ill-considered, irresponsible,
counter-productive.
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