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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
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INTRODUCTION 

  Before the Court is Samuel Thiemann, Joseph Zahn, William Williams, Norm 

Sellards, Gary Kaestner, Jacob MacDonald, Leslie Goodman, Gary Bryant, Lynn Lee, 

Michael Snider, Daniel Bugli, and Don Flederback’s Motion to Waive or Set Bond Under 

Idaho Code § 6-610 (Dkt. 1).  The Court has reviewed the record and determined that oral 

argument will not aid the decisional process. The Motion is therefore at issue. For the 

reasons set forth below, the Court will grant the Motion. 

ANALYSIS 

 Section 6–610(2) of the Idaho Code requires a plaintiff to post bond before it 

initiates suit against a law enforcement officer. A court, however, may waive costs, fees 

and security for indigents if (1) the party requesting a waiver files an affidavit stating that 

he is indigent and unable to pay the costs, fees and security associated with his case, and 

(2) the court finds, after informal inquiry, that the party is indigent for the purpose of 

prepayment of fees, costs, or security. I.C. § 31-220(2)(a)&(b). This statute applies to 

bonds required under Idaho Code § 6-610. 

On May 5, 2014, simultaneous with the filing of a proposed complaint, six of the 

proposed plaintiffs, Samuel Thiemann, Joseph Zahn, William Williams, Norm Sellards, 

Gary Kaestner, Jacob MacDonald, Leslie Goodman, Gary Bryant, Lynn Lee, Michael 

Snider, Daniel Bugli, and Don Flederback, filed a request to waive the bond requirement. 

Those six plaintiffs also submitted declarations setting out their income, assets, 

obligations, and debts. See Dkts. 1-1 to 1-7. With the exception of Mr. Bugli, the five of 
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