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What does transgender mean?

Transgender is an umbrella term for persons whose gender identity,
gender expression or behavior does not conform to that typically
associated with the sex to which they were assigned at birth. Gender
identity refers to a person’s internal sense of being male, female or
something else; gender expression refers to the way a person
communicates gender identity to others through behavior, clothing,
hairstyles, voice or body characteristics. “Trans” is sometimes used as ~ Iraditional Chinese (PDF,

This pamphlet also is
available in the following
languages:

Arabic (PDF, 191KB)

shorthand for “transgender.” While transgender is generally a good 376KB)
term to use, not everyone whose appearance or behavior is gender- Simplified Chinese (PDF,
nonconforming will identify as a transgender person. The ways that 297KB)

transgender people are talked about in popular culture, academia and English (PDF, 206KB)
science are constantly changing, particularly as individuals’ Russian (PDF, 140KB)
awareness, knowledge and openness about transgender people and _

their experiences grow. Spanish (PDF, 568KB)

What is the difference between sex and gender?
Have transgender people always existed?
What are some categories or types of transgender people?
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Answers to Your Questions About Transgender People, Gender Identity, and Gender Expression

==FTow prevalent are transgender people: —_———T
What is the relationship between gender identity and sexual orientation?
How does someone know that they are transgender?
What should parents do if their child appears to be transgender or gender nonconforming?
How do transsexuals make a gender transition?
Is being transgender a mental disorder?
What kinds of discrimination do transgender people face?
How can | be supportive of transgender family members, friends, or significant others?

Where can | find more information about transgender health, advocacy and human rights?
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