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Litigation gauges banks' ability to cut home-equity credit lines

Pioturs thig nightmere financial socenario: You've taken out a $150,000 home-gquity credit
ting o remodal your house, vou've alraady pulled out thousands of dollars {0 pay contraciors
arnd owe thousands morg, when suddenly you get a curt letter from the bank. Effective
yasterday, it says, we've shut down acoess 1 your cradit line, Althuugh we haven't chysica
appraised your properly. an avtomated valuation indicatss it i3 worth significantly less than
when we approved your apphcation. if you wish to hire an appraiser, chosen by us butat
YOUT Own expense, you can appeal our decision. You're in shock. You can't pay biils you've
already contracted for. You cant touch the money you confidently balieved vou had. Plus
wou know that house prices in your area have been relatively stable since you ook out the
cradit ine. How could a bank effectively devalue your resl estate using nothing mors than a
carmputer program? Welcoms o the world of what class-action attorneys estimate o be
rassive rumbers of hamaowners — 1 miflion custorners at one natonal bank along — who
had their credit fines reduced, frozen or canceled without appraisals during 200% in the tense
months following the nearcollapse of the caplial markelplase. Now a federal district court in
Chicagn has given the graen light to clients of JPMorgan Chase Bank to procesd with a
consolidated sult alleging that thelr equity lines were vanked or reduced Blegally, costing
them bilons of doliars in ost borrowing power, Judgs Rebacca Palfmayer rejecis
bank's motion 1o dismise the case. clearing the way for 8 possible glant class action. The
ftigation pulis ngether eght separaie sulls seeking olass corbification filed by homeowners in
tnnescta Hinols, Texas, Arizong and Ohio. H s considered & bellwether test of
tha rights homeowners erjoy under the Truth in Lending Act and stale consumer protection
statutes when they fake oul squily lines of credit. But it alsoe shines light on the confroversial
computerized tools many jenders use 1o make quick, inexpensive assessments of property
values in lieu of more costly professional apprasals. Suits on simidar grounds are pending

against other major lenders, including Walls Farge & Co., GMAU Morgage and Oitibank,
accovding 1o atomeys, The plal

iffs' lnwyers not only are chalienging JPMorgan Chase's
tegal right to rescind or limit credit lines without adegquate documentation that property valuss
have dropped “sigr nily" - ag reguired by the truth in lending law — but are alse
ing & side attack against autornated valuation models that they contend are frequently
inaccurats and urweliable. The computer vaiuations used by JPMorgan Chase were found to
be "grossly in eror,” based on subsequent physical apprateats, said Steven Lezell Woodrow,
a partner with Edelson MeGuire, the Chicago ew firm representing the plainiiffs. JPMorgan
Chase does not commerd on ongoing Higation, said spokesman Tom Kelly, Howeaver, tha
bank's fings in court grguead that federal law does not specify the type of valuation technigue
equity Iine collateral, and that the homeowners did not
utomated v
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ued to $3828,000, 3 subsaguent physical app
found that the house had sctually incressed in valus © $1.07 million. Ths bank g
reinstated the owner's oraditline. On a house in Arlinglon, Texas, originally vaiued at
$172.000, an automated valustion model lowered the amount 1o $1581,000. On appeal. the
owner presented a physical appraisal compieted 10 days before the bank’s action that put its
market value at $1685,000. Nonethelsss, the bankrefused o reinslale the credit ine, based
on a revised requirement iowering maximum nan-to-valug rgtiog on total debt to 70% from
the provious 80%. Though the Btigation will be contested primasily on the grounds of alleged
victations of truth in lending procedurss and sisle consumer protection laws, the accurscy
and use of automated valuations will be hovering inthe b eadears in the
automated vajuation model field such as Tim Grace, senior vice president of Corelogic, say
“sommarcial-grade AVMs have proven over decades of testing to provide acourate,
independert and consistently relishle estimations of property velue” But lawyers for the
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Banks' inequity in home-equity loans

Picture this nightmare financial scenardo You've faken out a $150,000 home-equity credit
ing 1o remodel your house. You've already pulled out thousands 1o pay coniractons and owe
thousands more, when suddenly you get & curt letter from the bank, “Effective yesterday,” it
e've shut down access 1o your cradit iine. Although we haven’t physically appraised
roperly, an automated valugtion indicates that itis now worth significantly less than i
wer approved your application. If you wish 1o hire an appraiser, chosen by us but at
YOUr oW expanse, you tan appeal our decision.” You'ns in shock. You can't pay bilis for

' ihe maney you confidently thaught you had.

ow inal housing prices in youwr area have been relatively stable since you took
out the oredit ine. W OrS
than a computsr program? Welcome to the world of what class-astion lawyers estimate 1o be
miassive numbers of hameowners — 1 million customers at one national bank glong — who
had ther credit lines reduced, frozen or canceled withoul appraisals during 2008 in the tens:
manths foil

towing the near-callapse of the capifal marketplace. Now a federai district court in
Chicage has given the green light to cfients of JPMorgan Chase to procesd with &
consolidated lewsuit alleging that their squity iines were yanked or reduced legally, costing
them piliions of dollars in jost borrawing power. Judgs Rebecca Pallmayer mejeciad ihe
bank's motton 1o dismiss the case. clearing the way for 2 possible giant class action. The
fitigation puils together eight sulls seeki ss sestification fled by homeownars in Arzona,
Caldfornia, Hlinoig, Minnssota, Oblo and Texas 1t is considered a beliwether test of the dghts
nomacwners have under the Truth in Lending Act and stele consumer profection statutes
when they take out equity fines of credit. 1t also shines light on the controversial

oomputerizsd ools many lenders use 10 make quick, inexpansive assessments
valugs in lisu of more costly cssional appr 5. Suits on similar groun
against ofher mgjor enders, including Weils Farge, GMAC Morigags and O
saifcd. The olaintiffs’ attomsys are challenging JPMorgan Chase's legal right to rescind or Emit
cradit fines without adequate documentation thad property values have dropned
“significantly,” required by the ruth-in-lending law. They also are mouniing a side attack

st automated valuation modsts (AVMs) that they say are frequently
unreliatle. Staven L
firm repragsriing th
JPMorgan Chase we

wiiffs, said in an interview that the computer vauations used by
und o be "grossly in errar,” based on subsegquent physical

apprais, m Kelly, & spokesman for JPMorgan Chase, sald the bank does not comment
on ongol gation. However, the bank’s court filings argued that federal law does not

3 equity Hine ool

spectly the typs of valuation schninue lenders may uss in review)
and that the homeowners did not demonstrate that the AVM values ware incoresct. The
allggations in the consolidated suit include a credit fine suspension on a houge in Mount
YView. Calif. twas originally vaiued at $1 million and later devalued to $828.000. A
subsequent chysical appraisal found that the house had actually increased in valus, o $1.07
mition. The b e reinstated the owner's oredit fine. On a house in Ariinglon, Tax
originally valued at $172,000, an AVM iowered that to $151,000. On appeal, the owner

ed & physical appraisal completed 10 days befurs the bank’s achion that pul its
market value at $1835.000. Nonstheless, the bank refused to reinstate the credit line, based
sed requirement lowsrdng maximum loan-to-vajue 1a on total debt o 70 peroent
pravious 80 ent. Although the litigation will be contested primarly on the
grounds of alleged viclations of ti landing procadures and siale consumer protection
faws, the ascurssy and use of automated valuations will be hove irt the background.
Leaders in the AVM fleld such as Tirn Grace, senior vice president of Coralogic, say
‘commercal-grade AVMS have proven over decades of testing 1o provide acourgte,
indapandent and consistently reliable estimations of property value.” But lawyers for the
homeowners say nothing should distract attention from the context surrounding JRMorgan
Chase’s mass freezing of credit lines shortly after accepting $25 bilion in emergency liguidity
funding from the Treasury, which the bank has aince repeid “They took the government's
money, which was supposed 1o help them 1o lend 1© peopls who neaded credil, Waodrow
said, “nd instead they out them Dack.”

Read More »

O Juby 2031
JPMorgan Chase Loses Court Bid to End Consumers’ Home-Equity Line
Lawsuits

JPMorgan Chase & Co. LIPM) lost a bid for dismissal of & lawsuit in which consumars
actused the second- biggest U.8. bank of wrongly cutling home-equily knes of oradit. 1.3
District Judygs Rebecca Pallmaeyer in Chicago today ruled the homsowners could go forward
an some of thelr clarms against the lender while dismissing allegations that JPMaegan nad
engaged in frauduent practices. “Plaintiffs’ allegations that defendant reduced or suspended
thelr HELOCs without sdequate justification are sufficlent 1o state claims for breach of
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contract under Minnesota, California, Texas and Delaware law,” Palimeyer said in a 42-page
decision. The ruling comes in a consofidated class action, or group lawsuit, alleging that the
fender had retracted or crimped those lines of credit without any justification for doing so.
The bank had sought to dismiss the action in s entirety. Thomas A, Kelly, & Chivago-hased
spokesman for the New York-based bank, declined to cormment on the ruling. “We fesl this is
a really important victery for consumers throughout the couniry,” plaintiffs’ lawyer Jay
Edelson of Chicago said In s telephone interview. ks had believed they could act with
impunity. We're seeing that's not the case.” Edelson said the next step was to seek class-
widhs certification. There are thousands of similarly situated potential class members, he said.
‘i"he;« cagé s i re JPMorgan Chase Bank Home Equily Line of Cragiit Litigation, 100v3847,

LG, District Court, Northaern District of Hlinois {(Chicago)

Read More »

wary 2011

Ascentive Sued For Tricking Consumers With Scareware

o004

A Minnaseta rasident has sued FinallyFast.com owner Ascentive for false aavertising for
alfegadly using pop-ups and other onling ads o trick consumerns into purchasing unneeded
softwara. "I essence. Ascentive falssly identiBes computer problems and characiedzaes
ghem as ‘severe’ in an atiempl 1o scare consumears Into purchasing #s softwars,” Douglas

§ i fited with the U8, District Cowrt in the Central District of
nat Phafadelphi

vased Ascentive offers free software that purporis

dizgnose compuisr problems, but secretly inslalls an application that ds pop-up ads
warning users that they have spyware. Ascentive allegedly recommends in these ads that
consumears should obtain s saﬁwam for §29.95 10 rid thelr computers of spyware and other
problems, What's more, he alleges, Ascentive doesrt’t sell the software, but licenses it
annually and then renaws people’s subscriptions without adequate notice. "Lipan information
and belief, Ascentive continues to charge ifs customers' credit cards, even after Ascentive
recaives notive of canceliation,” he alleges.

Read More »

G ary 2011

Chicago-based Edelson McGuire To Open Denver Office

NVER-Class-achion law firm Edelson MoGuire will open an office m downiown Denver,
axpaciad sarly February. The office wil! be on the comer of 18th and Champa streets,
Managing the office will be Steven Lezsil Woodrow, chair of the firm's banking and finangial
services gractice group and hiting parner for the firm's homa office in Chicage. The firm also
has offices in New York, Rancho Santa Margama, Calit and Sargsota, Fla, ©7
start & Denver office was as much parsonal as strategic.” Ja @ firm's natio

ng partner, said it a press release. "Sleve has immadiste family
ve and woak there. We gre thrilled that the firm's goals proved 1o be
desire.”

nEne
ahways wanted o s
consistent wi

i

Ruad More »

WeleetoGet Charity Coupon Site Rapped for Donation Deficit, Settles
Lawsuit

A Chicago-based startup has agreed 1o pay $18,000 10 se lawsuit that ¢h
anempt o put & philanthropic spin on the Groupon-siyle dgbmum vouchar mod
WaGivetoQet LLC, which launched in September 2009, was sued last year by Chinago
resident Sarah McClain, a customer who claimed the company failed o five up o iis
mission. WeGihvetoGet said it would donate either 10% of sales from sach voucher
gives & minirmurm of $5,000 2 month to charities

Read More »

201
Class Actlon Settlement Announced Involving Third Party Charges Billed to
Landline Telephone Accounts

Several class gction lawsults naming providers of "premium content” (e.q., products and
SSIVICES sUCh as veltemalt and emall services provided by entities oiher than the Loval
Exchange Carriers that are available o customers for a fee that is billad 1o the customer's
landline telephone accounty as deferviants have recently been settied. The class action
tawsts involved clalims that p;emzum content charges that appearsd on the landling
telephone bills of landiine subscriber 8. were unauthonized, The premium cone
providers coversd by the sat er:ze.ﬂ% are the following entities relatsd in defendant Snackal

3
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Madia LLO Emall Discounts LLC, Intelicom Messaging LLC, Email Discount Network LLT,

cuglas Lambert Laborateries LLO d/bda Orbit Telsoom, Conxdr LLC, Bzsave LG,
Residential Emai LLE, Volcemail Direct USA LLC, i Musio Network LLO and Messaging
s LLC, YWhile the defendant denied each of these allsgations of unauthorized billing. the
parties wvolved agreed 1o satlie the class action lawsulis and asked the court to preliminarnly
approve the settlement. The settlemant has been prafiminarily approved by the Clrcuit Court

of Cook County, Hiinols; it provides for cash payments and refunds for unauthorized pramium
contant charges to olass members, and attorney's fees of up In $880,000, Class members
are ¢ligible to receive 3 one-tima cash payment of $14.85, or a refund of up
of premium content subsoription charges. Members of the settiement class includs any
parson in the U.S. and ils territorias who, at any time prior 1o December 23, 2016, was b
and paid for unauthorized premium cortent associated with the entities covered by the
settlernant. Consumers can determine whether they are class members and thedr eligibiliy to
partiipate in the seiffement. by scanning past phong records for charges from the premium
cortent providers dentified above. Consumars may also visit the following website o obiain
further information about the setilement and 1o file a claim: www . landlineciassaction com.

Read More »

¥ 2011
Charity Fraud Settlement Promises Thousands to Unpaid Charities

Edelson MoeGuire LLC has reached a sefflement in 8 class action suit concarning the alleged
chanily fraud and deceptive practices of WeGiveToGet LLC, The lawsuit brought against the

minimum monthly donation fo chartties that § promised 1o 1t customers. The satilemeant
provides that WeGiveToGet, 1
participating in sirmifar types of
fors in represanting the pulatve class. "We were happy 10 be able to help soms wonderful
charities.” said attomey Coliin Bond, "Charitable organizations have been badiy hurt by the
aeontmis downturm. Hopefully, this settiement will lessen the pain and enable seversl

chariies to help those in n

Read More »

e

& ry 2014

Edelson McGuire Parnter Named 2011 Super Lawyers Rising Star

Myles MoGuire of Edelson MoGuire, LLEC has been namead & Rising Star by Hlinois Super
Lawyers magazing s one of the top attormays under the gge of 40 in Hinois for 2011, This
distinction i3 awarded © allormeys based ot 12 indicators of pesr recognition and
professional achigvemant and is awarded to no more than 2.5 parcant of the lawyers in gac
state, McGuire, a named partnar of Edelson MoeGuire, LLC, has heen ong of the nation's
feaders in prosecuting technology class action lawsuits, including those involving electronic
sommeres, cellular telephony and wirsless media. He has secursd! the only faderal decisions
holding that text messages ars coverad by the federal Telephone Con r Protection At
lsading to muiti-milion dollar settierments against companies such & werand Go. and
Simaon & Schuester. His cases involving unauthorized mobile content fraud have resulted in
industry wide reforms and setffements collactively valued at hundreds of milions of dollars.
MeGuire has been asked by members of Congress to comment on fegisiation in the csifular
wlephons ndustry and he has worked with slate regulatory bodiss in California, Flords and
alsgwhere on related sffons due v his diverse business and legal background

Road More »

sember 2010
Crusade to outlaw smoking in casinos is waged in hostile territory

1308

2,

1

0, balying the fact that he is embedded
booth sandwiched between displays of

Vicintyre s smiling at the Global Gaming B
deep bahind enemy lines. From his 10-footsa
gambling tabies and siot machines, Mointyre -
frvoluntanly Inhaling Secondhand Smoke and Amancans for Nonsmokers' Righ
PrEessutng casinos nationwide 10 ban smoking. He s sitting at a long teble covers
stacks of fact shests abowt smoking and colorful brochures showing smifing casie and
restaurant workers. Bookending the table are two glant posters including & photo of 8 young
famale casing degler. This s the fingd frontier for antsmokng advonates — the casine
industry’s pramier trade show, which wrapped up in Las Vegas last mmonth - and not an
entirely welcome place to ba.

Road More »
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Settlement Affords Affected Cell Phone Users $200 for Unsolicited Text
Message Promoting Robots DVD

A team of attorneys fram Edelson McGuire, LLC has achieved a s
tawsuit relating to the alleged transmission of an unsolicited text message advertisament io
the cell phones of consumers nationwide. The lawsuit brought against the producsr and
distributor of the motion picture Robois alleged that the text-message advertisement, in

which the Robots distributor retainad & third party marketing firm to promote the DVD release

of the motion picture Robots, violated a provision of the federal Telephone Sonsumer
Protection Act. The sattlement, which was prafiminarily approved November 17, 2010 by a
Federal Court in Chicage, establishes a $18 mitlion cash setflement fund out of which
payments of up 1o 3200 will be made 1o each cell phane user who reseived the Robols text
ge. The defens
artainment LLC

-

as attorneys for the class,
Read More »

7 November 2010

Class Action Suit: AvMed Health Insurance Company Hit With Class Action
Over Theft of Millions of Customers' Extremely Sensitive Medical Records

A class action filed today in Florida seeks redress for AvMed Health Flans alowing millions

of its customers’ personal maedical data o he comprontised. AvMed acknowledned sarlier
that it left laptop computers, confaining millions of its members’ confidential me
unattended. These laptops were subsequently stolen and Avied's membsrs’ parsonal
recards warg compromised, The records contained AviMed members' namss, home
addresses, phone numbers, Social Security Numbers, as well as other highly sensitive
madicat history data sueh as diagnosis informadion, medical procedure and prescription
mformation. Compounding the damiage to its members, AvMed repealedly undsrestimated
the gravity of the thefl and had to make subsequent admissions abott the vast quantity of
data stolen. Intially, Aviied contacted only 280,000 members to warn them of the dangers

that accompaniad the data loss, However, Avied made numerous subseguent revisions and

finally estimaled that approximately 1.2 miflion of e members’ private heath records nad

been breached. This s easily one of the largsst medical record braaches in history, and the

disasirous conssquences may plague those sffacted for thelr lfetimes.” saye Plainiiffs

atormney, Bill Gray of Edelson McGuire, LLC. We belisve that AvMed did not follow
government-mandated HIPPA proloccls. Merely taking the time {0 encrypt thelr lapiops.

fixely would have obviated any harm done by this theft. It is mind-boggling that such simple

£ s were not done o protect AviMed's custormses, wno placed their trust i
nsurancs company 1o pratect their highly personal information Jay £d
rnagine anvone tusting thelr personal information i Aviied at this
racently brought sult against the popular Facebook
of consumaers alleging privacy violations.

Read More »

19 Ootobar 2010
Facebook User Sues FarmVille Maker, Zynga, for violating the Privacy
Rights of millions of Americans

A class action lawsult fited yesterday challangss Zyngs's alleged practics of llagally sharing

the Facebook user data of s customers with advertisers and data brokers. The lawsult

alleges that Zynga, which currently makes six of the jop ten Facebook games, collected the

Facebook data of its 218 million users and shared it with advertisers and gata brokers in

violation of federal law and Zynga's contract with Facebook. The lawsuit, which was filed in
fedaral cowrt in San Francisce, Calif, is brought by Nancy Graf of 81 Paul, Minnescta. The
clags action seeks monetary relief for those whose data was wrongly shared, and injunclive

refief o prevent continued privacy abuses, Read more:
hitofwww sachee ooy 2010/10/19/3 1 15458/ facebock-user-sus
rraker Mmxzz 1 2uRhR4BR

farmvile-

Read More »
18 Octobar 2010
Mother sues Abbott over tainted baby formula

A Chicage-area mother, whose son allegedly became sick after having bestle-tainted
Similac, filed 2 lawsult Monday against s maker, Libertyville Township-based Anbott
Laboratories. Maria C. Kisly filed the suit in U.8. District Court in Chicagoe after her then 4-

http://edelsonmcguire.com/press/
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monttecld son had ingested Similac, & powder 3, and had needed medics!
attention. The hoy suffersd “extreme gastreoiniastinal distrass, sakl ner lawyer Rafey 8.
Batabanian of Edelson MoGuirs LLE, a Chicago law firm. The mother claimed the formula
used by her son was infested

HUY

Read More »

3 Sotaber 2010

Federal Judge Allows Casino Smoking Case to Proceed Against Wynn Las
Vegas

Wynn Las Vegas may
SINC empioyees -

tjudge in L
have fiability in & putat
taiming that the casing s G ’{»a«ombl
conditions caused by sscondhand cigarette smcka, Wynn had sought dismissal of the
fawsuit arguing that Wynn has no duty under Nevada law 1o protect its employees from
secondhand smoke and that the Court lacked jurisdiclion 1o decide the case. Wynn also
argued that the case could not procesd on a class basis, The Court rejscted these
arguments, finding that it had the authority 10 hear the case, thal Wynn had failed to carnry its
burden of showing there were no set of facts upon which the srmployeas could pravaill, and
that the issue of class certifcation woulkd be decided iater on inthe case.

5 Vegas has ruled

:\/J}m Resaorts, Lid, dib/

Ruad More »

v 2010
Casino dezaler’s suit over smoking dangers at Wynn moves forward

A tawsuit claiming Wynn &5 doesn't do e.n@w?‘ o protect
hand tobaceo smoke has survived an e
Las Vegas danying Wynn's motion that the cass be v
fited suil in Ociober 2008, seeking class-action status and r%"* - umme‘- ADMES
competitors -~ Wyrn Las Vegas and its parent V\/ynn Rasorts Lta haven't been proact
dealing with smoke dangers. For instanc aed Wynn has not designate
sections of the casino as smoke-free. doesn't allow dealers to hava fans on ther ables
hasnt meniiored he health of employees subjacted 1o smoke and hasn't helped emplovess
harmed by smoks.

Read More »

07 Sotober 2010

Attorney Bio Photos- A Survey of 10 Firms

Attorney portraits arg, without 2 doubt, the single most impactiul element of an altorney’s Bio.
& respans.o in @ way that written
nass is being
distance - without meeting in person Tn s means that someona’s only image
of an attornay may be ks or her photo on the firm's website, Despite this possibiity, many
taw firms haven raditionally put much thought or sffort inde thelr attormey portraits.

Read More »

2010

DierT:

L.aw Firm Perk Watch: Who Wants a Free iPad?

The recassion is officially over, ac

ding 1o the Nationa! Bureau of Econom
domt just take NBER’s word for it; there are ofher signs, 1oo. Like the retum of law fiy
Sources }xepm that Edeison MeGuire — a Chicago-based boutique with some highet
like filinois Governoy Rod Blagaievich - is giving away 1Pads 1o everyone at i
The lucky recipients inalwe attorneys, adminisirative staff, and avan some law students who
are working for the firm pan -firne

Read More »

sl
Ask Maggie: On ETF taxes and unsubsidized phone fees

Sraaking up s hard (o-do, but when you're slapped with an early fermnination fee, the sting
hurts even more, Then tack on a sales tax, and who wouldr't be orying in their beer? In this
weaek's Ask Maggie column, | tackle a tough guestion about being charged a sales ax ontop
of an early termination fee for carceling 2 wireless service sarly. | also tell a readsr about
LIS, carter that culs customers a break on their monthly bills when they bring thsi
phone. And finally, | explain the likelihood of whether or not consumers will aves

: able to
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use the phone of thelr choice on any carrier network

Read More »

Piloting E-Discovery Rules in the 7th Circuit

Nagistrate Judge Nan Nolan of the US|
a fong background as a oriminal defense attorney befo
her background e her unpre e batles over discovery o
wwountared in the world of o itigation. * was not abls 10 get my arms around alf of
the fighting over discovery,” she says. " know that some paogle have snickered about this
idea that you cay Hlawyers o make nice and cooperate on discovery, Butl pelieve it is
ossible.” Under the leadership of Chief Judge James F. Holderman, Nolan has helped
tlaunch a pilot program o address electronic discovery 1ssues: 7ih Croult E-Discovery Pilot
Program ng thelr cues from, among other sources, the Bedona Conference Dooperation
Prociamation, the 7th Circuit E-Discovery Commitiee is attempting 1o fix soma of the most
infractabie discovery problems in litige

Read More »

20 2316
Class Action: Internet Search Engine, Spokeo, Publishes False Information
About Millions of Americans

A class action lawsult filed today takes Spoekeo.com to task for allegedly publishing false and
i ing parsongl information about ns of people without appropriate notice or

sonsent The lawsuit alleges that Spokes aggregales data from many online and offfine
sources - some known and rmany unknown - ardd publishes the data online, in viciation of the
faderal Fair Credit and Reporting Act. Spokeo ailows internet users to search for anyone by
name, emall address, or phong number. According to the complaint, Spokao provides
searchers with in-depth consurrer reports, including that person's address, marital status,
age, ocoupation, wealth level, and & creditfeconomic health estimate. The sult further alleges
that Spokeo makes mush of this information available for free. but reserves the most detalled
and personal information for paid subscribers. While Spokeo markets iself a3 @ people-
based ssarch engine, the suit alle that Spokes i3 really 8 Web 2.0-style consumer
reporting agency, subject to the seme rujes andd reguistions as traditional consurner reporting
agsnciss. The suit further alleges that Spokeo has marksted its paid subsanption
amplovars, iaw enforcement agencias, and persans performing background chaokg

Raad More »

20 July 2040
Class Action: Internet Search Engine, Spokeo, Publishes False Information
About Millions of Americans

el foday wkes Spokeo.com o task for allsgedly publishing false and
misleading personal information sbout mitlions of people without dppropriats notos or
consant. The lawsuit alleges that Spokeo aggregates data rom many onfing and offline
SOUIGES - SOme known argd many unknown - and publishes the data online, In vislation of the
federal Fair Credit and Reporting Act. Spoken sllows Internet users to search for anyone Iy
nams, emal addrass, or phone number. According 1o the complaint, Spokea prvides
searchers with in-degth consurmer reports, including thet person's addresg, marital stalus,
age, occupation, wealth level, and & creditfeconomic health estimate. The suit further alieges
that Spokeo makas much of tis information available for free, but resarvas the most detalled
and personal information for paid subscribars,

A class action lawsuil

Read More »

o6 2010
What legal matters must you bear in mind when a cybercrime strikes your
company?

Five or 50 years ago, the term "eybaronme” tippaed off 8 1
feus frequently than i does loday. As data thefts rose, how
personally identifiable information (P11} of everyday sonsume
rumbpers of criminal atts onfing became mainstraam topics of discussion for both wormad
corporale manegers and average nomae-users. As wall, locating, apprehanding and

BUCDESS] prosaouting the increasingly cunming perpetrators : @ cyberarimss
has bocome & chief an sy for rnany leading law enforoement officers
prosecutors. Th 3
parin

http://edelsonmcguire.com/press/
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set of numbers: in 2008, the totad doliar loss from all cases of computer fraud that werg

referred fo law enforoement by 103 was $558.7 mililon, In 2008, a total loss of $264.8 miflion
was reported. The potertial financial iosses go rauch higher. The White House's Cyberspace

Pofioy Revisw estimated that in 2008 and 2009, American businesses lost $1 ilfonin

intellectusd property due to cyberattacks. And, while one might assume court ¢

the mounting numbers of cybercrimes would present some fangile evidence, the number of

cases that actually make it 1o court ~ although increasing in the past two years or so — still
fag behindg the immenss volume of onling attacks. The main problem, concur & number of
fawyers, is that oftentimes corporate victims would rather avold calling attention o they
viineratiiities than move forward with a cowt case ~ no matter its prospetts for success.
*Clients dom't want o make headiines,” notas Serge Jorgensen, vice president and CT0 of
the Sylint Group, @ compuisr and nelwork security consulting firm based in Sarasota, Fla.,

which worke with various law firms and law enforcement agencies on cybercrime cases. Still,
sOME cases are making i fo tial and the types being itigated run the computer orime gamut,

Therg's the disgruntied, laid-off employes sesking revenge. Break-ins (o a compstifor's
network to steal intellectual property and custorner data are becoming mere and morg
common these days. The now ubiquitous act of Pl thievery has fast become the basis for

many an onling cybercrime ring's succassiul business. There are unfriendly foreign countries
seeking 1o wreak havoo on the federal government or steal leading enferprizes’ rade seorets

- and sverything in betwean, Today, even embezziemaent via elsctronic funds transfer is a
mainslay, 3y the lawy

Read More »

4

JCURE G

Local participants criticize foreclosure aid program

A program promoted a3 hely
aceording to participants and attorneys. The Home Afforde
has baen widely publicized by President Barack Obama as a way o help thosa atrisk for
fosing thelr homes due 1o layoffs, the housing markat, and questionabls bank praclices

homeowners stay in their hormes has bano

Read More »

22 3 2010

CLASS ACTION SUIT: WEGIVETOGET.COM NOT GIVING ENOUGH?

A class action lawsuit alieging deceptive business practices has been fled agai
To Gat, LLC. We Give To Gel sells gift cartificates 10 2 variely of merchants an
donates a spacifiad minimum amount o charities of their customers'
class action lawsult filed in Cook County, HHlineis, claims that Wa Give To Get "employed
deceptive practices in the representation of thelr service.” The lawsuit is brought by Jay
Edeison, Bl Gray, and Coflin Bond of Edelson McGuire, LLT,

Read More »

48 Hay 201

The Big Chil

The Obama Administration is learning that you can lead a bank to mongy, but you can't

make it fend, Daspite billions of dellars in encouragement, the nation's banks—according 1o

the latest Feders) Rassrve Bank statistics— are sitting on mors than $1.1 vilion in sxcess

resarves. The big credit chill has also affected the ability of hormeowners 1o borow against

Ai

es of credit, Now
unhappy homeowners are plaintiffs in nearly 20 federal class actions—a dozen of them in
Califomia-~that allege viclalions of e
in many cases, unfair busingss praclices. "Banks ook |
arwd made promises o Congress © get the sconomy
the opposite, even culting sxist ws of credit. They're hoarding,” says Jay B ,
pariner at Chicago's Edeison MeGuire who has filed several of the California class aclions

Read Morg »

19 Apri 2010
Lawsuit settled against Groupon over expiration of coupons

Groupon has reached a seliament with & Chicago resident who sued the company for

allegedly viokating Hiinois consumer law. Daniel Kaeler susd Groupon, g Web site that uses

coltective purchasing powsr 1o land ratail discounts, in March claiming the Chicago stariup

http://edelsonmcguire.com/press/

8 refaisd o

& & highlmare,
> Modifioation Frogram (HAMP)

risl We Qive
i purportedly
g, The statewids

uih it Lending Act {TILA)Y, treach of contract, and,
undreds of billions in taxpayer money
oving by making loans—and they did
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didd not adhere (o 2 slate law that prohibits companies from selling gift cantificates that expire
within five ysars,

Read More »

19 Aprl 2010
Amicable Settlement Reached in Groupon Case

A class gotion lawsult against Groupon by Chicago resident Daniel Keeler reached
amicable agreement today. Groupon selis vouchers redesmabie at a variety of merchants by
sanding an e-mall advertisernent 1o a list of subscribers of SYINGS 1 CONSLIMErs.
To date. Groupon's mnovalive “collective buying” coalition has o i the sale of more
than four million "groupons.” "Groupon demonstrated 1o us that they are commilted i their
consumens,” altorney B Gray said. "IP's a win-win for both the consumer and Groupon™

ing

Read More »

ipole
Edelson McGuire Class Action: Discover Financial Services and United
Marketing Group Conspired to Exploit Small Businesses.

A class action filed today in ilinois Clrouit Court alfegas Discover Financial Senvices (NYSE
NYSE Ses: New York Stock Exchange | DFS (Distrivuted File System) An enhansemsnt 1o
Windows NT/Z000 and 95/88 that allows files scatlered across multiple servers o be lreatsd
as a single group. With Dis, a network administrator can build a hierarchical file system that
spans the a*ganizd on's LAN» and y and United Md*kct ﬁq Lamup wnspsmd to bilk.
Accord xq 10 Pl tow. in rural

ascount information o UMG UMG Uw?v* sl Music ‘Gmup UMG Uni .vrsidad NQNQY W Ga ez
de Guatemaie (Mariano Galvez University of Cx.aternaéa\ UMG U myader Ma* i
Gz‘ade {silicon) l,!v” W!wemed ?»-sﬂ cal L:{aduate

ty v\!i"}dft’“ﬁ. ?unds fmm its merc %161*( and mPCk i ACOOUNES on L;MQ’ be"af
When questionsed, Discover claimed the charges were authorized, and directed Plainiff i
UMG. UMG, for s part, producesd ar s
arplovee conseniing 1o the charges

Raad More »

3 Aprt 2010
Electronic Discovery and Digital Evidence Practitioners Workshop at
Chicago-Kent Law School

This practiionars’ workshop will provide in-depth and hands-on education provided by &
wam of allormays and federsl judges, and is addressed to in-bouse and retained counse!
who are involved in (of who expect o become nvolved in) litigation involving electronic
digcovery and digital evidence. Executives, records management and other litigation
stakeholders from large and smali public and private organizations vall aiso gain invaluable

i s on how best fo prepare your techsica! staff and information systems 1o respond 10
ts for electronically stored information (ES1). Addressed fo intsrmediate and advanced
ESI itigation practitionars, the workshop will ba taught by our faculty g judges, £S5
fitigation tioners, foransics experts, and tect ers, aff of whony have
significant experience in managing ¢ t igation This workshop 1s unigue in
that its seope is much broader and deeper than vaditions) eliscovery courses that address
anly basic E81 concepts. The curdeulum consists of case studies, a mock tial, keynote
sessions and pane! discussions with luminaries in the field, and smail workshops for
practiionars, wehnologists and forensics experts. We expect the entire program will b both
Huminating and entertaining. Topics will range from the Seventh Circuit's Electronic
Discovary Pilot Program, and E8! search trends and dsxvela;“mm'fs, 0 emerging digital
avidence iBsues. The sesaions will address the Key rules from the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure that impact eDiscovery. There will also be plenty of time for networking at the
receptions &t the end of each day.

Read More »

16 Marg

eBay Sued For Discriminating Against Deaf Sellers

in a complaint filed Tussday in U.8. District Cowrt in the western district of Missouri, Melissa
Earlt alleges that as a "profoundly deal person, she was unable to ragister with eBay
because the company verifies identity through telephone calls aBay aliegediy gives

http://edelsonmcguire.com/press/ 9/21/2011
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prospective merchants passwords over the telephone; the registrants must them enter those
passwords online. Earfl says in her lawsuit that she spent wo monihs in the summer of 2008
corresponding with eflay in an unsuccessiul attempt to convincs the site to use an
alternative verification system. in late 2008, she tried 1o register as a seller and again, was
unabls to do so. she afleges.

Read More »

8 2010

Lawsuit Alleges EBay Violates Disabilities Laws

e on eBay inc's (EEAY)
deral and

lawsuit,

A deaf woman who claims she hasnt heen ablg o sefl it
ecommerce Wab sile has fled & lawsull saying the Internst giant violales fs
California siate laws that protect disabled people against discrimination. The
fited Tuesday in U.S. District Court for the Western District of Missourt, centers around
aBay's sellers regisiration system, in which the company places an automated phone caill to
would-be seflers and requires them to verlly thernselves over the phone. The plaintiff,
Melissa 1 of Nevada, Mo, alleges that she cannot communicate vocally by islephons and
hasn't been abde 1o verify her dentily with elisy. Sne has tried to register on eBay numesrous
tirnes sincs 2008 g0 she could sell dozens of rars books she has oo
and sales, said attomey Michae! Aschenbrener of Edalson MoGulre L

octed in local auctions

~

L

Read More »

16 Marsh 2010
The Jacobs Law Firm, Chtd. & Edelson McGuire, LLC Announce Text
Message Settlement

A setfiemnerit has been reached in & class action lawsult brought against Simon & Schu
ine. and ipshiNgt, Inc. relaling 1o the alleged transimission of unsolicited text mes:
advertisements (o the call ph i that the
fexe-message marketing campaign, in which e publisher retained the markeling firm ipshi
Net o promote the then-farthcoming Stephen King nove! Cell, violated a provision of the
federal Telephone Consumer Protection Act ("TCPA”). The settlamearnt, which was
prefuninanly approved March 3, 2010 by & Federal Court in San Francisco, establishaes a $10
mifion cash setflernent fund oud of which payments of up 1o $175 will be made to sach
claimant who received such & text message. Both Shmon & Schuster and ipshiNet have
deried the marketing campaign viclated any laws or was in any way improper or harmiul to
consurmers, Attomeys Jay Edelson and Ryan [ Andraws of Edeison MeGuire, LLT and
Jdohn G, Jacobs ard Bryan G, Kolton of The Jacobs Law Firm, Ohitd, were appoinied by the
Court to serve as aliomeys for the class.

Read More »

08 March 201

Settlement With YouSwoop, Chicago Charity Wins

Q

A potertial Class action lwsult agamst YouSwoop by Chicago resident Matl Parsons
reachad an aricable agreem cay. YouBSwoop saile cerlificates redeemable at a variety
of merchants by sending an e vvert entto a
Hrough purchasing the cedificates that it salls. Rather than walt for g lawsull fo be fed,
YouSwoops own CEO, Alexander Lurie, agreed to sit down ong atome
Edaeison and Bl Gray of Edsison MoeGuire, LLT to discuss & al lawsuit,

¥

Road More »

O34

Lawsuit says Groupon issues illegal coupons

A Chicago man hes fled 2 lawsull against Groupon, the popular Web site that offers dally
group discounts on services and products, saying it vickates a siate consurnsr-protetion law,
Customsr Daniel Kester claims Groupon's deals violate a 2008 law that prohibits companies
from sefling gift certt re in fewer than fve years The sull, fied Tussday in
Cook County Clreult Court, by Chicage-based law firm Edelson MoGuire LLE, seeks class-
agotion stas.

Read More »

O3 March 2010
Groupon responds to class action lawsuit with own class action effort

Eariier thiswsek, law firmm Edelson MoGuire filed a clags action lawsuit ageinst Groupon, a

http://edelsonmcguire.com/press/ 9/21/2011
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Chicage-based company that offers datly discounts oniine to loca! businesses. The lawsuil
ascuses Groupon of vinlating gift certificaie laws by including expiration dates on the
discounts. Groupon CEQ and founder Andrew Mason respondad to the lawsuit on Rig blog,
saying he would fight fire with fire.

Read More »

1M s

Class Action Suit: Groupon 'Systematically Deceives its Customers'

A class ¢ iy deveptive business prachces places the spotight on Groupon,
ing . 2 high-profile tech startup that purports to have saved consumens close o $100 million
dollars since its founding, Groupon sells gift certificat ariety of merchants by sending
an e-mal advertisement to a fist of consumers touting big savicgs through purchasing the gift
certifivates that it sells. The nationwide class action lawsuit fited garlier today i Cook
Cournty, linois claims that Groupon systematically deceives its customers, According 1o the
tawsult, Groupon empioys & business mode] where consumers are enticed to purchase a gift
certificate, and afier the consumer agrees to purchase the certificate, Groupon IMpeses post
contractual terms on the consumer containing Mlegal expiration detes. Groupon axpressly
advertises itself as a company that does not impose, in its own words, ‘gotchas,” on the
congsumer. In dear violation of the law, Groupon imposes illegal terms or ‘gotchas,” post-
agreement, on the very consumers it prides iiself on helping.

Read More »

40y

Edelson McGuire, LLC Announces Text Messaging Settlement

A setliement has been reached with Ciub Texting, Inc. in & class action lawsuit relating to the
aliegad transmission of unsolicited text messages o ilincis cell phones users. As part of its
business, Club Texting provides a text messaging platform that businesses, s0Cial groups,
and govemments use (o contact their cliants, members, and constituents. The sett 30t
concerns ajlegations that a night club promoter called Fly improperiy failed to gain
axpress consent of consumers prior © using the Club Taxting piatform 1o send toxt
messages advertising various night club events throughout Chicagoland. The setliement,
which was prefi ity approved by @ Chicago federal court on Jenuary 22, 2010, provides
that those who received such messages without their consent io submit a claim for a $87.50
saiflemnent payvent. Chub Texting, Inc. has also agreed 0 require that fuiure users of is texd
ressaging o0 platform both view and consent 1o obiaining the pricr express
consant of @ parson o whom a texd messags is sent,

Raoad More »

Leading National Attorney Jay Edelson Reps Lightwave Entertainment in
Louisiana in New Movie Deal

Jumping info the ity of New Orleans, ready to get their hands dirty and create some movie
magic is the jatest Cliff Dorfran film project, being re nted by the nations law firm,
Edelson MoGulre and managing partner Jay Edelson. The name of the movie and set
jocation s being kept seoret-for now, But it is set to start fiming in March

Read More »

248 +
Class Action Attorney Invites President Obama to Town Hall to Hear from
Ordinary Americans on Effect of Banking Crisis

A Chicago based class action attorney today formally invited Prasident Obama 10 a town hali
meeting o hear the stories of ordinary Americans impacted by the banking crisis. "The
countty has heard your soaring rhetoric. . 1 has also seen you invite bank CEOs o ths
White House for closed door meetings,” writes Jay Edelson in a two-page letter 1o President
Obama. "The country nesds clear and unambiguous leadership”

Read More »

24 Februar o]
Did Banks that Received TARP Money Unfairly influence Proposed
Changes in Truth and Lending Act and Regulation 2?

Despite statements from the Federal Ressrve Board that changss 1o Regulation Z and the
Trudh in Lending Act were "intended o improve the disCiosures Consumers rseeive in

http://edelsonmcguire.com/press/ : 9/21/2011
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connection with slesed-end mortgages and home-equily lines of credit (HELOCs)” thers arg
ew questions being raised about how much influence big national banke may have had in
influencing those changes Jay Edeison, managing partner of Edelson McGuire which
reprasents hundreds of homeowners and has sued several of the largest nationsi banks for
frawdulantly slashing or reducing hore equity lines of credit after recaiving billions in baitout
muney, oday asked the Inspactor Genaral for the Fedara] Raserve Board to investigate how
rmuch those banks may have influensed the proposead rule changes.

Read More »

22 Februsry 2010

Criminal Inquiry Springs From Toyota Recall

The Toyota investigation is now & criminal case. As UBE 2's Roseanng Tellez reports, if's
possible thal top executives oould go to prison. Federal prosecutors opened a crimina!
investigation shortly after a potentially devastating internal docurnent came to light
Consumer atforneys say i could be a smoking gun. showing Toyola put profits ahead of
safety

Road More »

Feds Demand Toyota Documents On Recalls

The federal government now wants 10 know when Toyola knew abou! salely protilams with
milions of 3. The auto gland has 10 um over documents about §is massive recalls, One
locat consumer altorney sald the company should have released all of that information at the
outset. "What we've seen I pravious cases which are siniilar, is when companias refuse o
do that, #'s generally besause the company sat on the problem.” sald Jay Edetson. "And if
that turms out 1o be the case, Toyola's got much bgaer problems than the government or the
fawsiuits, [ means customers aren't g to have confidence in buying Toyotas in the
future”

Read More »

U5 Feruary 2000

E*Trade Adds Sneaky Charge, Class Claims

A federal class action cigims onling stock broker E*Trade Securiiies charges customers for
not making ancugh rades, despite promising not 1o do that. For every inactive gqusiter,
E*Trade takes $40, sometimes seliing off peopls's stock 1o pay itself the fess, the Ciasy

clai cad plaintift Joseph Roling says he noticed in 2007 that E¥Trade "was rmaking notes
ot his accourt for $40 'quarterly inactivity fees,™ taking the money every quavter he did not
make a trade,

Road More »

25 wary 2010
Slashing of Consumer Home Equity Loans Prompt Florida Senator to call
for Hearings

The lawsuil alleges thatl the big banks engaged i mass reductions of Homs Fguity Lines of
Credit (MELOC) Himits and even susperdad sccounts. by falsely daiming that customers’
incomes had been reduced, a8 a way 10 justly the suspensions. Hers's anexesrpt from a
prasz release on the class action; "The message L former WAMLU customers and ofhers i
cisar Chase is coming after your home equily credit ling,” said attorney Jay Edelson, whose
firrn, KamberEdelson, LLC, (nfiva Edelson MeGuire, LLC) previously fisd a similar lawsull
againat CiliBank. "When banks take biflions of dollars in taxpaver mongy, they have an extra
duty o follow both the isller and the spird of the law. We bslieve that congressional hearings
should commence immediately,” Edelson expl

e

Read More »

)
3

25 January

State plan might put local road projects into high gear

Gov. Ted Strickland's State of the State announcement that he's fast-tracking certaln road
projects might mean quick action on iwe bottlenecked Franklin County interchanges and
widening a siretch of 170 near Springfeld. Then again, might riot During his annual
gddrass Tussday, Stickiand said the state will more rapidly approve and pay for "our most
promising job-creating Fansportation projects.” He said he's dedicating $100 million fo the
affort

Page 12 of 21
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Read More »

21 January 2010

Class Action Lawyer Suing Banks Critical of Obama Financial Reform Plan

Even as President Barack Obama steps up his campaign against Wall Strest with what some
describe as & farreaching proposal for tougher regulation, a class acion fawyer who is suing
she banks calls it too Hille too late, "Whare has the President been for the jast year” says Jay
Edelson, whose firm Edelson MoGuire is suing Bank of Amarica (BAC). Walls Fargo (WF
arel JPiorgan Chase & Co. (PR "The President needed to be this tough with the banks a
year 5ge. The banks have taken advantage of Americans and they won't listen unlass
rhetoris s backed up with aston.”

Read More »

18 Janeary 2010
New law firm hopes to encourage associates to contribute right away

Chicago lawyers Jay Edelson and Myles P. McGuire have formed a partnership that will
continue representing plaintiffs in class action lawsuits aga technciogy companies and
chisnis in oiher matiers, such as entertainmaent law. The naw firm known as Edelson,
MeGulre LLP began operations on Friday with 17 lawyers in Chicago. Los Angeles, New
York and Tallahassee, Fia.

Read More »

18 Jarary 2010
Partnership Shakeup: KamberEdelson now Edelson McGuire

As the result of a change in partnership, the firm previously known as KembecEdelson s now
lson MoGuire. its newest paviner, Myles MoGuire, has been with the firm six years and
aces Scott Kamber, who departed the New York office o launch KamberLaw, Managing
oarniner Jay son said in 2 press relesss that he and Kamber, who were partners for we
years, "continue {0 be good friends, both personally and professionally ” and "we arg both
gty committed o the pratection of consumer rghts. the fact we ha prent visions for
ve firms vall do nothing o change that”

LT res

Road Mora »

15 January 2010

KamberEdelson Breaks Up After 2 Years

Ramberfdejson, the New York-Chinago firm that suks technology companies in class
actions and defends former iflinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich in ¢ivil suits, s splilting up on Jan
15, New York partner Scott Kamber and Chicage partner Jay Edelson came together two
yaars ago with elght lawyers. Now, fnendship stil} infact thay say. Edalson will form Edelsan
wcGuire -~ with 17 lawyers In Chicago, Log Angeles and Tallghasses, Fla - and Kamber will
craate KamberLaw - with ight lawyers in New York and Los Angetes.

Road More »

15 Janary 2040

Telephone Consumer Protection Act applies to unsolicited text messages

i an action glisging viclgtion of e Telsphone Consumer Protection Act (TCPA) through the
rransmission of unsolicited text messages, the U District Cowt for the Northern Distnct of
Hiinols granted the defsndant’s motion o disrmiss in paut. The plaintiffs’ aljegations regarding
the initial tex! message he received met pleading requirements, bt allegations reganding the
receipt of subsequent messages weare not adegquately pled.

Read More »

31 O

srber 20¢

Rock You Sued Over Data Breach

A ingiana man sent 3 popular sodial netwirking app maker a
theformolag 11 e Alan Clarid

1y of

cebook and MySpace apps like "Pisces of Flaiy 16
company admitted to having lost over 30 million individuals’ persor ntificRlion data o a

hacker.

Road More »
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30 Dscambar 2008

Rock You Law Suit

Facebook and MySpace app maker and advertising network RockYou isn't having a great
December. Earlier this month, 32 million passwords were compromised by a hacker geing by
the alias of “igigi.” That's more than half of RockYou's monthly aciive users. The passwaord
attack, carried out through an SQL injection and the passwords stolen from an unencrypled
plain text document {a big no-ne), has been a black eys for the sodal application company
its troubles arer'tover, though, a3 a man from Indiana has filed & lawsult against RoCKYou,
ong that has the polential to become a class action affelr

Raad More »

har 200G

Facebook App Maker Hit with Data Breach Class Action

RookYou, the popular proviger of third-party apps for Facebook, MySpace andd other social-
netwarking services, is being hit with a proposed class-action sccusing the compay
having such poor data securily that et least one backer got away with 32 millie
their passwords, The sull accuses the makar of apps ke “Sideshow” for My§
“Suparwall” for }wacfzba sk of making 18 unencrypted customer data "availabla 10 aven the
least capable hacker.” "RookYou failsd to use hashing, salling or any Giner corvmon and
reasonabla method f“:f data profection and thersfors drastically exe
consequences of & hacker bypassing its outer layer of web security,” according :o the
ronday complaint in San Francisco fsderal oourt

acs and

Read More »

Jegember 200
Federal Reserve Continues to put Wall Street Ahead of Main Street

wamberBdelson, LLC, a nationally recognized taw firm, today provided g delaiad response
on behalf of consumers 1o proposed changes 1o the fadaral HUfh-‘meéﬁde At that will
give banks further latituds fo unfairly suspend Home Equity Lines of Credit (HELOGs) for
consumers naticawids.

Read More »
21 Decenber $009

IQPC Puts a Wrap on E-Discovery 2009

IQFPC's eDiscovery event of 2008 focused on rapid early case assessment and review
strategies, as wall as realigning relationships between outside counsel, in-house wm\el
jegal, and IT As organizetions adopt e-discovery strategies for 2010, they should co
rrany of the issues coversd al this year's sessions thal provided a perspactive for the fulurs.
The IIPC event conciuded a pivolal yvear in legal tschnojogy that "was all about moving left
an the Elsctronic Discovery Reference Mode! and gétiing information mans practices
iy orde” sad attendes Sisp Ludiow, serior program manager for e-discovery at
Waterios. Ontario-bagsd Open Text

Read More »

3 Deeember 200¢

Wynn seeks dismissal of second-hand smoke suit

casing workers

Attornays for Wynn Las Vegas are seeking dismissal of a lawsult claiming s
arg exposed 1o dangsrous second-hand ohaos sr
attorneys argued. - The sult appears 1o be part of 2 union camp
dealars. ~-Wyna s in compliance with the Nevada Clean Indoor Ar Adt, whiow specx:cml;y
aliows smoking in casinos, The Jawsull was filed Qct. 20 i federal court in Las Vegas by
dealer and Transport Workers Union officer Kanie Kastroll, The suit, filed by Chicago class-
action lawsut B Kambs Loy | seeks an order requinng Wynn "o iake reasenable
measwes 1o protect its empioyses from second-hend smoke” and unspecified costs and
attomey's fees.

Read More »

11 Decernber 2009

WideOpenWest Targeted In Lawsuit Over Internet Ad Trial

A fawsuit filed in Chicage federal court alleges WideOpenWest violated customers’ privacy
by conducting & test with NebuAd ~ a now-defunct startup that served targeted Web ads
based on the sites & user visted - and comes two months after an identical sult was

http://edelsonmcguire.com/press/
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dismissed in California. The complaint, which seeks class-acion status, was filed Des. 8 in
the U8, District Court for the Northern linois, The lead law firm tha
hased KamberEdeison LLE, had previously made the same allegations against WOW and
five other intermet service providers — Bresnan Commurications, Cenfury Tel, Embarg,
Knotogy and Cable One - in a complaint that a federal court in California dismissed in
Qctoher for jurisdictional reasons. The suit filed this week alleges WOW tied 1o cusiomears
when it assured them that it would not share personally identifiable information with any
advertisers. In addition, the suil asserls, WOW failed to discloss that the opt-out it offered
usears only affectad whether those uss
fact that WOW continued its wholesale interception and diversion of waffic to Nebudd "

Head More »

{7 December 2000
Another Break in the Clouds: Palm Pre User Sues Palm and Sprint for
L.osing His Personal Information

A Bay Area man fled a class action lewsull against Palm (PALM) and Sprint Nexdst {8) for
josing most all the contaicts, appointments and other dat

-

thousands of Sprint users of the popular Palm web( S line of mobils phones, including the

Fadm Pre and Pixi. The data loes Is reminiscent of the recent data loss suffered by T-Mobiie

Sideiick users sfter Microsoft lost the personal dats of Sidekick users. The lawsult alleges
that Paim and Sprint actively marketed the Palm wab03 mobils phones as automaticatly
backing up all the data that users would store, such as coMacts, appointments, and mors

and then fatied o follow through on these prosmi

&

Read More »

led JPMorgan Chase’s motion to dismiss a suit that
charges the benk ‘s home equity line of credit, Chase unsuccessiully
argued that the plaintifa, former customerns of Washi Mutual Id sue the Faderal
Depos nea Carp., which approved Chase's purch o Waldu Chase had claimad
thata d 2 in the couple’s income caused the HELOC reduction. According 1o Jay
Edeison of the law firrn KamberEdelson, which reprasams the plainiiffs, Cnase o
although it purchased WalMu's assets, 1 supp ]

own mistendust. The jidgs sided with the plaintf
class-avtion stetus for i it

A federal judge in California has re

3, & California couple who are sesking

Read More »

23 November 2009

Chase Loses First Round in HELOC Lawsuit

A LS. district court judge in California has denied & motion by JPMorgan Chase Bank to
dismiss & lawsuit thatl alleges the bank il
Chass argued that the plaintiffs, Jeffrey Schulken and Jenifer Schulken, are former

customers of Washington Mutual and they shoukd sue the Federal Deposit insurance Corp.

ion of WaMu — not Chase. But the judpe sided
s attormey Jay Edejson, "Dhase’s

{FDIC) ~ which approved Chase's asq
with the Schulkens, Avcording (o the pla
unprecedenied position was sy

Hiffs

wilh approvael of the FOIC in Seplember 2008, The hank moved 1o reduce the plaln
L0 i March 2008, claiming thelr income had declined, Plantiffs diaim their mcoms
hast't changed and sued Chase for vickating the Truth in Lending Act.

Read More »

23 Ny o

Second Class Action Lawsuit Filed Against Oversee.net and SnapNames

wing olass action status has been filed against Overses st over the
r hidding scandal Law firm Ramberdalson |
fils lpad plaint, Stewart Resmar, it U.S, District Court Central Disti 34
Nevember 18, Resmear, ke Dverses net, i lotated in Los Angales. Among oth
the lawsuil oites a now famous January 8, 2008 DNForum posting by 2 8
amployse that denied that bidder halvarez was associated with SnapNames.

Ancther lawsy

Read More »
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xd the suit, Chicage-

aw ads deliverad by NebuAd but "did not aller the

od by many of the hundrads of

that
=y dis not acquire any | fpe-gven for g

ally reduced a couple's horme squity fins of credit

. Chase can ham former Wakiu customars with impunity
and anyone who suffers damage should sue the FDIC.! Chase acquirad the troubled Wahiu
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0 Noverrber 2008
KamberEdelson LLC Announces Mobile Content Class Action Settlement
With m-Qube, Inc.

A giobal setflernent agreemeant was reached promising to conclude numerous separate class
action Jawsuils fled throughout the country involving claims that unauthorized charges for
“mobile conlent” wers placed on consumers cell phone bills. The settlement, which was
prefiminarily approved by the Circuit Cowrt of Cook County in Hiinols on November 3. 2008,
entiles wirgless cusiomers aoross the counby o recelve refunds for unauthorized mobie
content charges and requires hat the defendants remain in compliance with the consumer
best practices guidelines established by the Mobile Marketing Association The defendant,
m-liube, inc, has denied any wrongful conduct,

Read More »

miber 2009

Mobile Content Class Action Settelment Announced

Saok County, HHlinols court granted prefiminary appro
aeKs 10 conciude over 30 separate class action lawsuits file !
zet chargas for mobie cordent were pl 2dd On Consumer w;
M WHS v}:‘@liminaraiy approved by the Clrouit Court of Cook
reless customers across the ucvunw
f ”wz‘ize(} mo
s {hat the def .mfm*% ance with i T best practives
guidelings established by mdusrry ixade groups such ag the Mcbsk~ Marketing Association,
CTiA, and other eading ndustry groups. All of the defendantsraBiox Inc., ZWayTraffic USA,
inc., DadalMolila, Inc, Lavaiife, Inc., Mobile Erderdainment, Inc.. Playphong. inc. BendMe,
int., SJa Mobile LLT, Sony Pictures Enterfainment. Inc., UPOC Networks, Inc., and W3
robile, LLThave denied any wrongful conduct and the Court has not found the defendants
culpable for any wrongdoing. Mobile content refers to products such as ringtones and g
that generally arg received via text messages on mobile phones and are charged directly 10
custemers moblie phone bills.

County |
with el

s

Read More »

fad

Class Actlon Su1t Filed Against Maker of Popular iPhone Games for
Secretly Collecting Phone Numbers During Downloads

A class action lawsul reveals that Storm8, the developer of popular IPnone vidso ¢
as iMobsters, Vampires Live, and World Wy, coflected the phone rnumbers of millions
of its cugtomers without thelr consent The lawsull alleges that Stormd exploiisd a backdoo
sectronically--meaning it accessad the phone numbers of the (Phones on which its games
were instafied--a tice Apple (AAFL) doas not authorize App makers to do. According o
the lawsult, every tme an Phone user downicaded a Si . @ plecs of mal
software code captured the phone number of the iPhong to which it was downivaded
srapemitted the number back 1o Storm8. Afler the media began reporting the

ust, Storm@ admitted it was 1 80 and that iLwould cease hanvasting
& frought by Michae! Turner from the Seatle area. Mr. Tumaer downlogded several
games to his iPhone. Storms has appsrently recognized the arror of s ways, but
that does not change the fact that it harvested millions of phone numbers without teling
sensumens, and i doss nothing to gssurs consumers that i will not do so agamn in the futurs,
explained Michae! Aschenbransr, the jead attorney for the olass action, Siorm8 had no aght
o coflect this sensitive personal mation withoul first getling permission from each
cusiomer

Read More »

Wynn Resorts accused of not protecting employees

ber 2008

AWWynn Las Vegas employee recently sued the resort, claiming it is an unsafe workplace
dus to secondhand smoke. But some in the gaming industry doubt Las Vegss casmos will go
srioke fres anyiime soore The federal lawsuit filed Oot. 20 sseks class action status and
alleges the casino encouraged patrons 1o light up and disciplined workers if thay oomp
The court filing accuses Wynn of breaching its duty to provide a safe workplace for
amployees and seeks damages of more than §5 miiilion, Wynn dealer Kanie Kastrolf has
suffered asthma and other health problems while working for Wynn, her lawyers allege
Kastrol retaingd Chicage-based class action iaw firm Kamber Edatson for her lawsut

ed

Read More »
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28 Gotebs

KamberEdelson Completes Renovation at Chicago Offices

The law is svolving and s0 8 the design of the law firm. KamberBdelson, LLE is pleased to
announcs that it has complsted renovations of its Chicago office. doubling the sxisting office
space. Despile & teugh econgmic cimate KamberEdslison, which bagan as a merger of two
firms in 2007, has experienced rapid growth, adding six attorneys 1o its Chicago office in the
jast 4 months,

Read More »

27 Sewber 2009
KamberEdelson’s Jay Edelson Named Among Law Bulletin's ‘40 Under 40"
for 2009

KamberEdeieon LLT is pleased fo announce that its managing partner, Jay Edejson, has
been named one of the Forty lilinois Attorneys Under Forty to Watch for 2008 by Law Bulietin
Publishing Comparny, publishers of Chicago Lawyer magazing and the Chicage Dally Law
Bulletin. Law Bultetin Publishings 40 Under 40 honors Hlinois attorneys who demoenstrate
thay are hard working, intefligent, skillful, and successful. Mr. Edelson was chossn from
amang ever 700 individuals who wers nominated by their peers. In sejscting Mr. Edelson for
s Hat, Law Bulletin Publishing Company noted thet Mr. Edelson s ong of the leading oass
action attorneys in thes nation.

Read More »

o 2008
Wynn employee, tired of dealing with smoke, sues

22 et

AWenn Las Vegas employes is suing the hotelcasing, claiming s an unsai
because of seoondhand smeks. The federal lawsuit filed Tussday, which seeks cdass action
staius, alleges the casino encouraged patrons to light up and disciplined workers i they
complained. The court filing by Wynn dealer Kanie Fasiroll accuses Wynn Las Vegas of
breaching its duty (o provide a safe workplace for employees and seeks darnages of more
than $8 miflion

workplace

Read More »

21 Cctobar 2009

Strip resort sued over second-hand smoke

A second Las Vegas Stip casinoe is being sued over allsgations that the haalth of employses
is being affected by second-hand smokea. A suit sesking class action status to reprasent all
affected workers was Tiled Tuesday in U.S. District Courtin Las Vegas by Wynn Las Vegas
employee Kanie Kastroll agalnst the casino resort and iis parent company Wynn Resorts Lid,

Read More »

18 Ootobaer 2008

Jay Edelson: Trust Young Lawyers & They Won't Let You Down

(PRNewsChannal} / Chicago, 1L / Law firms are notoriously bad &t training newly-minted
atorneys and developing them o meaningful contribulors, according 1o a new biog written
by aftomay Jay Edelson

Reat More »

40 lllinois Attorneys Under 40

it has been 10 years sing v Bullstin Publishing Company published its
Arrormnays Under Forty to watch. The members of the 40 Undsr Forly Commit
miore than 1000 nominatons this yesy fom around the globe promoting the s
coming lawyers Each of thess young lawyers came with amazing accomplishments and
recommendations, so what does it take then {o eam recognition as a young lawyer to watch?
inieligence, passion, scores of w sful vardicts, hard work for thelr clients, a desire o
halp the communily and willingness to work hard at ong of the country’s most smportant
professions. Congratulations o the 2008 honorees and all the past reciplents of the 40
Under Forty award.

i and

Read More »
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15 Qutober 2009
Microsoft Says It Has Recovered Lost Sidekick Data >MSFT (Subscription
Required)

NEW YORK (Dow Jones)-Microsoft Corp. (MSFT) said warly Thursday that it has been able
to recover the personag data lost on many of T-Mobile USA's Sidekick users. The Redmond,
Wash,, software glant said that most, if not all, customer data was recovered, and that the
company would begin restoring dala a3 soon as it has validated it The company said twill
start with persenal contacts, and move on o the lost calendar, notes, tasks, and pictures as
quickly as possibde, |

Read More »

14 Octoter 2009
KamberEdelson: Potential Federal Rule Changes Would Put Banks Ahead
of Home Owners

nnely / Chicege, ML/ KambsrEdelson, LLC, a nationally-recognized class action
is leadding the charge on behalf of consumers in responding v proposed changes o
in-Landing Act and related federal reguiations governing homs eqully inas of cradit
0Cs™). The proposed changes directly and substantially impact consumers by altenng
the riles by which the nation’s largest banks can implemen, modify or suspend HELOCs

Read More »

Dctobar 2008
Proprietor of eatery bites back at big bank

When Marika Hamilion set out on ner own about two vears ago. she had itle experienca
dealing with meoney and was terrifled of falling 8o, In running her personal life and the Jimmy
Johr's franchise she owns on West Jefferson Bouleverd, she ajways made sure every bill

was paid on uma
Read More »

10 Octohar 2009

Lewis: Kicked off the Wells Fargo wagon

Marika Hamilton, 38, is & single mother of two daughters and the hard-working owner of a
Jimmy Johi's Gourmet Sandwiches shop i Foel Wayne, Ind. One day, she went 1o Wond
Market 1o buy furniture on a 90-day-same-as-cash deal from GE Money. She schaduled
paymant in advance through her online account al Wells Fargo Bank NA 1o avoid the hefty
permities that come with such offers " am fanatical about paying my bills or time.” she said
The payment, however, tumed up late because of a glitth in V Fargo's sysiem

Read More »

2009

Kamberktdelson Adds Four New Lawyers

Cruzagn, 17 The national faw firm of KamberEdsison, LLC (hitpiiwww kambsaredalson oo
announced today that it has added four new attorneys to its growing Chicage office. The four
hires are: Ben Richman, Liza Davenport, Chirig Dore, and lrina Slavina,

Read More »

{1 Gotober 2009
Amazon to pay $150,000 over Kindle eating Orwell -- and teen's homework

Amazon bes agreed to pay $150.000 In g lawsud Hlad by Justin Gawronskl, who sugd the
online retailer alter George Onwall's novels "1884" and "Anirnal Farm™ w sleted from his
Kindle, along with hs hormework. The money, alter going 1o tha law firm representing the
teen. will be donated o charity Gawronski had already been compensated for the 1088 -

with a 830 gift certificate.

Read More »

Ut Sowber 2009
Patti Blagojevich files defamation lawsuit
Patti Blagojsvich is taking aim ai her former employer, filing & defamation lawsull againsta

top official for allegedly making defaming remarks ¢ a newspaper columnist. Mrs
Blagojsvich fled & lawsult in Cook County Circuit Court charging that Rick Roberts, the

http://edelsonmcguire.com/press/
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senior director of stratsgy and communications for the Chicage Christian industnal League,
macie defaming remarks about her by claiming she inpppropriately ook an internad emai st
from the group when she was firgd in January.

Read More »

a1 Sctober 2009

Amazon Settles Kindle "1984" Lawsuit

That digrt't take jong. Two months after & high school student sued Amazon for ramaoving
George Orwell's “1884" from his Kindle e-reader. along with all hs notes, Amazon has
settled the lawsuit

Read More »

30

apternber 2008
Ft. Wayne Mom Takes on Wells Fargo

Singie mom Marika Hamilion, filed a class-action lawsult against barking glant Wells Fargo
earlier this month, The class-adtion suit says Wells Fargo intentonally defrauded hundreds
of customers in addiion 10 ysing treats and intimidation. "It's a fravesty, iUs un-American,
it's steaing the American dream,” Hamilton sald.

Read More »

apternber 2005
Linden Lab Targeted in Second Life Sex-Code Lawsuit
Having virtual sex n Second Life isn't what it used to be. The Gyear-cid vidual world, rue by

Linden Lab of San Franoisoo, is apparently so ittered with bootlegged sax toys thal it's hard
W yaure getting the right hang for your busk.

10 ks whe
Read More »

14 August 3008

Wells Fargo is sued over home equity lines of credit

A nomsowner filed 2 class-action lawsuit against Walls Fargo & Co. Wednesday for allegaadly
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Read More »

£ 5 ¢

T2 August 2009

New Pro Bono Attorney Playing Civil Defense for Blagojevich

Formar Hinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich s bringing & new pro bono stomey onto his jegel team
to defend three oivil casas over his alleged cormupt govemanae practioes.

Read More »

24 Juty 2659
Ex-dealer sues over exposure to smoke

A denter whi spent two decades at Caesars Palace has susd the Stip resort and parent
company Harrah's Entertainment in federal court claiming that exposure 1o secondhand
smohe forced her to quit her casino job. I a lawsult that atfornays arg seeking 1o have
certified as a class action case, formey blackjack dealer Tomo Stephens daimed Caesars
Palace wml doing encugh 0 protect s workers from the dangers of sacondhand smoks,

Read More »

20 July 3009
Law Firm Readying Class-Action Suit Against Amazon For Deleting Orwell
Books From Users' Kindles

Afaw firm known for bringing class-action suits on behaif of consumers against internet
companies says it's readying a case against Amazon for deleting Georgae Orwell books on
users’ Kindles.

Read More »
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Former Asst. Florida Attorney General to Launch KamberEdelson Florida
Office

Thé national Jaw firm of KamberEdelson, LLC announced teday that it has added former
Florida Assistant Attomey General Willlam "Will" Haseider o 18 growang practice.

Read More »

Federal Court of Appeals Reinstates $90M Text Spam Class Action

Against Simon & Schuster

In an unprecedentad ruling, the Court of Appeals for the Ninth Clrcuit announced that
publishing glant Shvon & Schuster could be on the hook for as much as 90 mullion for
sending unwardsd text messages o tens of thousands of peoy mous decision,
which was grnounced on Friday, held hat text messagss were undss e purview of the
faderal Telephons Consumer Protaction Act, which makes | uniawful 1o make automated
calls to caliular wlephones.

e, The una

Ruoad More »

20 June 009

Chase sued over credit line suspensions

JPMorgan Dhase & Co. - one of Colorado’s biggest banks by deposits - faces a federyl
lawsuit from mortgage borrowers claiming the bank and its Washington Mutual unit
improperly reduced or suspended home equily lines of cradit

Read Moreg »

43 June 2008

Suit Alleges Taxi And Limo Operators Extort Vegas STRIP CLUBS

A lawsult seeking class-rotion status was Hled Tuesday in Las Vegas alleging taxd and
limousing companies have extoried more than $40 million in ilegal kickbacks fronm Incal stip
ciubs. The compiaint foouses on the long-running and controversial practios of taxd and
limousing drivers receiving payrnsnis from the clubs of as much as $100 per naje
passengad  ihe cubs refused 1o pay. the drivers woull simply divert passengersto a
differert ciub, the plaintiff's gttomeys said,

Ruad Morg »

22 Jarnawy 2008

‘Thomas' toymaker settles suit over lead for $30M

Tha maker of Thomas & Friends Woodsn Rallway toys has agreed 1 2 330 million class-
action setement stemming from jast year's recalls, the first in what's expecied to be a wave

of settlements refated to millions of toys recalled because of ikad paint.

Road More »

8 Januasy 2008
Sears Sued Over Privacy Breach

Bears Holdings is facing a class-action fawsuit after making the purchass history of its
customers public an its Managemyhome. com Web site

Read More »

yias ey JGOY

Law Firm Aims to Be Go-To Firm in "Digital Trespassing' Niche

i

i

o

KarmberEdsison, & law firm created by the recent merger of two small law firms — ong in
Chicago and the othsr in New York ~ aims o become the go-to firm for plaintiffs sesking to
combat legal infringaments on their computer and cell phone and on thelr internet use.

Read More »
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