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1 IN RE: STERICYCLE, INC., No. 1: 13-cv- 5795 

2 STERI- SAFE CONTRACT L ITIGATIO N MDL No. 2455 

3 

4 MEMORANDUM OPINION AND ORDER 

5 

6 On Octobe r 26th, 2017 thi s Cour t issue d its  

7 Preliminar y A pprova l O rde r ("P reliminar y A pprova l") granting  

8 an U noppose d Motio n fo r P reliminar y A pprova l of C lass  

9 Settlemen t and A pprova l of N otic e P la n, whic h had in turn  

10  been identica l in substanc e to th e P reliminar y A pproval  

11  itsel f. On tha t same Octobe r 26 dat e thi s Cour t granted  

12  preliminar y approva l of a settlemen t, callin g fo r payment of  

13  $295 millio n in th e S ettlemen t A greemen t tha t a ccompanie d the  

14  othe r document s referre d to ther e. 

15  Thi s memorandu m opinio n and o rde r carrie s those  

16  document s forwar d in accordanc e wit h thos e same principles  

17  and thei r originall y- set timetabl e. In importan t par t those  

18  principle s and timetabl e allo w each C las s Member to reject  

19  clas s actio n membershi p on or befor e Januar y 22, 2018, in  

20  whic h even t tha t C las s Member wil l be an "Opt- Out" 

21  participan t. To qualif y fo r suc h " Opt- Out statu s," any C lass  

22  Member can exercis e tha t judgmen t independentl y. 

23  If th e effec t of any C las s Member's objectio n to  

24  th e presen t P reliminar y A pprova l is to preven t its  

25  qualificatio n as a f ina l A pprova l O rde r, th e term s of the  
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1 Preliminar y A pprova l as to th e Februar y 23, 2018 F airness  

2 Hearin g specifie d in th e P reliminar y A pprova l shal l appl y. 

3 But fo r any payment of C las s Member benefit s to any Class  

4 Member to rende r tha t part y an " Opt- Out," tha t Clas s Member 

5 (a ) must coupl e it s putativ e Opt- Out statu s wit h a 

6 representatio n tha t it has receive d no par t of any financial  

7 benefi t in conjunctio n wit h any individua l clai m in this  

8 Ster i-S af e C ontrac t L itigatio n, or (b ) if it canno t make such  

9 a representatio n, it must retur n suc h financia l benefi t to  

10  th e Clas s Members' pool of fund s to be used for distribution  

11  to C las s Members othe r tha n Opt-O ut s in accordanc e wit h the  

12  term s of th e F airnes s H earin g. 

13  One additiona l - and critica l - matte r must be 

14  added to thi s memorandum opinio n and orde r. Under th e terms  

15  of Preliminar y Approva l ¶ 38 th e Opt- Out and objection  

16  deadline s ar e bot h set fo r Januar y 22, 2018, wit h a very  

17  brie f perio d - unti l Februar y 12 - thu s designate d as this  

18  Cour t's deadlin e fo r th e Motio n For Fina l Approva l and 

19  Respons e to Objection s. For tha t schedul e to have any 

20  realisti c prospec t fo r complianc e, it is essentia l tha t a 

21  counterpar t of ever y Opt- Out clai m and of ever y cour t- filed  

22  objectio n to th e fina l Approva l Pla n must be emaile d to  

23  bredflam e@ameritec h. net contemporaneousl y wit h it s in- court  

24  filin g.   

 

25  Date : 12/28/2017     Milton I. Shadur     
            Senior United States District Judge  

mailto:bredflame@ameritech.net

