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'@ Practitioner’s Docket No. 1057¢ PATENT
%
- WAy 21 2ot iy IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICEHFCF!VFD
2 e
%‘ng&? in re application of. Joseph Michael Christic MAY 2 5 2001
= Application No.: 09/082,040 Group No.: 2662
Filed: 05/20/1998 Examiner: A. Patel Tachnalogy Center 2600
For: METHOD, SYSTEM AND APPARATUS FOR TELECOMMUNICATIONS
CONTROL

Assistant Commissioner for Patents
Washington, D, C, 20231

RESPONSE
Dear A. Patel,
In response to the Office Action dated January 17, 2001, please enter this

amendment and consider the following remarks. A one-month extension of time is

reguested with fee authorization in the transmittal.

In the Claims

Please cancel claims 149-292 and add new claims 253- as follows,
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' fw %\ UNITED. TES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

;"s f Patent and Trademark Office
gy oF

Address:  COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND THADEMARKS
Whshlngton, D.C, 20231

7

{ APPUCATIONNO. | FILINGDATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR _ | ATTORNEY DOCKETRO. |
097082, 040 /20798 CHRISTIE J 107
~ | EXAMINER }
921396 WMOZ/0117
SPRINT COMMUMICATIONS COMPANY PATEL . &
HARLEY @ BALL [___ARTUNIT | PAPER NUMBER |
2140 WARD PARKWAY 5W
KANSAS CITY MO 64114 2662 /3
DAVE MAILED:
01/17/01

Please find below endfor attached an Oftice communlcation coneerning thig application or
proceeding.

Commissalonor of Patants and Tradomarks

PTO-COC [Puy, 2198}

1- Flte Copgy
*U 8. GPD; 2000-473-000M4002 f‘?

e -
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~ Application No. vy plicant(s)
) o9/082,040 J. CHRISTIE
Office Action Summary Examiner Goup R URR
AJIT PATEL 2662

&l Responsive 1o communication(s) flied on _Oct 26, 2000
[] This action la FINAL.

{7 8ince this applcatlon s In condillon for aflowance axcept {or formal maiters,  prosecution as to the metits Is closed
in accordance with the praclice under  Ex parte Qua@Bas C.D. 11; 453 0.G. 213,

A shorened statutory perlod tor response to this action Is set to expire 3 month{s}, or thirty days, whichever is
lengey, from the mailing date of this communioation. Fallure to respond within the pariod for response wilt cause the
applleation o become abandoned. {35 U.S C, § 133). Exensions of time may be ohtained under the provistons of

37 GFR 1.136(a).

Disposition of Claim

&) Clalm({s} 145-202 lefare pending in the applicat
Ot the above, cialm(s) Isfare withdrawn from conslderation

[7) Clalm(s) isfare allowed,

) Ctairmn(s) 149-292 isfare rejecied,

1 Ctalm{s) ls/are objected to.

[} Clalms are sublect to restrcllon or election requirement.

Application Papers
[} See the attached Nofice of Oraltsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTQ-848,
[J] The deawing(s) flled on isfare objected to by the Examiner.
[J The propesed drawing comrection, flled on Is [1approved [ MHisapproved,
{} Thae speciflcation ls objecied 1o by the Examiner,
{1 The oath or declaration ls oblected to by the Examiner.

Prioriy under 35 U.S.C. § 118
O Acknowledgement 18 made of a clalm for foreign priorily under 35 U.8,C. § 119(a)-d).

(JAl [Bome* [Bbne of the CERTIFIED coples of the priority documents have been
{3 racelivad.

£ raceived |n Application No. {Series Coda/Serlal Number} .
{1 received In this national stage applcation from the Intemationzl Bureau (PGT Rule 17.2(z)).

*Certified coples not resalved:
{1 Acknowledgement Is made of a claim for domestle priority under 35 U.S.C. § 118(s).

Attachmani(s)
] Notice of References Ciled, PTO-882
{1 infoemation Disclosure Stalemenl{s), PTO-1448, Paper No(s).
J Interview Summary, PT0-413
{] Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948
[] Notice of Infarmal Patent Application, PTO-152

— SEE OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES —

U & Palysd et Tedemark Dce
PTO-326 (Rev, 8-95) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No. __ 13
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Practitioner’s Docket No, 1857c PATENT

IN THE UNITED STATES PA AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re application of: Joseph M. Christie
Application No.: 09/082,040 Group No.: 2738
Filed: 05/20/1998 Examiner: A. Patel

For: METHOD, SYSTEM AND APPARATUS FOR TELECOMMUNICATIONS CONTROL

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS i
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20233 t

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT
Dear Ajit Patel,

W 0022 31

amendment in a CPA for the sbove referenced application. A one month extension
reguested and suthorized in the transmittal.

+5
wdtu v

For the above referenced patent application, we may have submitted an
information disclosure stalement including a separate paper that listed 1.5, patent
applications. Applicant respectfully requests thet these U.5. patent applications be
considered but that the application numbers of these 1.5, patent applications not be
published in any patent. The information disclosure statement that lists the U.S. patent
applications may have included an Examiner’s initial column. Applicant respectfully
requests that the Bxaminer disregard the initial column for the U.S. patent applications to

avoid publication of the application numbers on any patents.

16/3D/2000 SDUDHD  DOLODOAZ 210765  QS0BRO4D

62 FLzi0a

2732, 00 CH

o2 - AON

=2
/// 02&

Page 5 of 15
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In the Claims
Plense capfel claims 1-148 and add new cloims 149-292 s follows.

-- 149, A processing system comprisipg:
s call processor configured o brocess signaling information formatted for 2 narrowband

system !o select a characleristic for a uker communication wherein the call processor is extemnal to

any communication switches; and
an interface configured to generdte a message incorporating the characterigtic and

formatted for a broadband system.

150. The processing system of claim 149 wherein the signaling information formatted for the

narrowhand system comprises an Initial A

151. The processing system of claim 142 wherein the signaling information formatted for the

narrowband system comprises & Signaling Sybtem #7 (857) signaling information.

—@/

152. The processing system of claim 149 wherkin the signaling information formatted for the
narrowband system comprises Q.931 signelinglinformation.

153. The processing system of claim 149 wifere h\he signaling information formatted for the
norrowband systern comprises in-band sigrjalingji ormzé'cm.

154. The processing system of claim 149 e signaling information formatted for the

-~

narrowband system comprises Dual Tone Multi-Hrequency (DTMF) signaling information.

155. The processing system of claim 149 wherein {he signaling informahon formatted for the

Ed

narrowband system comprises C7 signaling informjation.

., 156, The processing system of claim 149 wherein the signaling information formatted for the
narrowband system comprises C6 signaling information.

: . .
"157, The processing system of claim 149 wherein the signaling information formatted for the

narrowband system comprises CCIS signaling inforpation.
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Remarks

Claims 1-148 were pending and rejecied. Based on the recent Examiner Interview,
claims 1-148 have been replaced with new claims 149-292. The new claims 149-292 are fully
supported by the specification and do not contain new matler. Applicants request allowance of
claims 149-292.

Claims 1-148 were rejected over ULS, Patent 5,434,852 (La Porta '852) and U.5. Patent
5,509,010 (La Porta '010). La Porla *B52 teaches a cell processing architecture that operales
using a new broadband signaling protocol. (See La Porta 852, colamn 3, lines 5-10). La Porta
857 relies on La Porta ‘010 regarding the processing of signaling from narrowband systems.
{See Dffice Action, page 3). La Poria *010 is primarily directed to the new broadband signating
protocol, but La Porta *010 also discloses how to process narrowband signaling within the
architecture of La Porta ‘B52. (See columna §, line 56 to column 9, line 22, and FIG. 7). La Porta
‘010 clearly teaches that sipnaling from a narrowband system is processed by a switch control
processor complex 709 that is within switch 202, (See column 8, line 56 to column 5, line 22).
In the background of the Application, Applicant discusses the probiem with this approach of
plaeing a narrowband signaling processor within a broadband switch. (See Application, page 3,
line 17 10 page 4, line 11).

The new claims 149-292 require that: 1) the signaling information that is processed to
select the charsetenstic be formatted for a narrowbend system {i.e. 8587, Q.931), 2} the call
processor/processing system is externst to any communication switches, and 3) the message
incorporating the cheracteristic is formaticd for a brondband system (i.e. ATM).

The new claims 149292 differ significantiy from Le Porta ‘852 and *010 and avoid the
probiem of processing narrowband signafing in a broadband switch -- La Ports *010 clearly
teaches processing narrowband signaling within switch 702, Together, La Ports ‘852 and 010 do
not teach or suggest any processor, other then s control processor within a switch, that processes
signaling information formatted for a narrowband system to genernte a message formatted fora

broadband system. Thus, clasms 149-292 are patentable over La Porta ‘852 and “010.

16
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Applicant notes that the term “and ransmit™ with respect to the message formatted for the
broadband system was dropped from claim proposed at the Examiner Interview. Applicant
submits that there are additional reasons for patentability, but such reasons are moaot in light of

the above remarks, and additional remarks are omitted in the interests of brevity,

Respectfully submitied,

S!GNA'FUI{E OF PRACTITIONER

ATTORNEY CONTACT: Michael J. Setter, Reg. No. 37,936
Phene: (303} 445-9497
Fax:  (303)445-0814

CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS: Attt Harley R. Bali
Sprint Law Deportment
8140 Ward Parkway
Mailstop: MOXKCMP0OS506
Kansas City, Missouri 64114
Customer No. 021396
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. %N UNITED STATES DE, ATMENT OF COMMERCE

Patent and Trademerk Office
Adgroes:  COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS

Mg of Washington, D.C. 20231
A
APFLICATIONND. | FILINGDATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY GOCKET NO.
OH/082,040  DE/20/98  CHRISTIE J 10570
EXAMINEA
r LMR2/0626 1 E |
ATTN HARLEY R BALL PATEL, A
SPRINT LAW DEPARTMENT, [ aRTunm | PAFER NGMBER |
2140 WARD FARKWAY
MAILSTOP MOKCMPOSO6 2738 7
KANGAS CITY MI 64114 DATE MAILED:
’ GE/56/00

Pleass find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or
proceeding.

Commissloner of Patents apd Tradamarks

PYO-00L {Rny. 208) 1. Pis Brepy

e S U
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A Applicailon Mo, Applicani
® ’ i 08/082,040 - J. CHRISTIE
Office Actlon Summary T oy
AJIT PATEL 2738

[X) Responsive to commurication(s) filed on _Apr 13,2060

K] This aclion ls FINAL.

] Since this application is in condition for afowance except! for formal matlers,  prosecution as to the merits 8 closed
in accordance with the practloe under  £x parte QuaWB3s C.D. 11; 453 0.G. 213,

A shortened statulary pefiod for response to this action |3 set to expire 3 month(s), or thisfy days, whichever Is
tanger, from the malling date of this communtcation. Fallure to respond within the period {or response wil cause the
appiicalion to become abandened. (351 S C. §133) Exiensions of ime may be obtatned under the provislens of

37 GFR 1.136{4). ’

Disposition of Clalm

R Clalmis) 1-148 ) Ietare pending in the appllcat
Of the abave, clalm{s) Isfare withdrawn from conslderabion

[J Claim|s} isfare allowed

& Claim(s) 1-148 Isfare rejected.

3 Claim(s) Is/are oblected to.

7] Claims are subjedt to restriction or election requiremeant.

Applicatlon Papers
{J See the attached Notice of Draftsparson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948

[C] The drawing(s) lded on isfare oblected to by the Examiner,

[ The proposed drawing correction, filed on Is [Clappraved [CHisapproved
) The specification ls objected to by the Examlner.

7] The aath or declaration is objecied to by the Examiner.

Briority under 35 U.S.C. § 118
[ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for ferelgn prority under 35 U 8.C. § 118{a}d).
[Oal [Bome* [one ofthe CERTIFIED coples of the priotity documents have been
[T} received. '
71 received in Application No, {Series Code/Serial Number)
[[] receivad Ir this national stage applicatlon from the international Bureau {PCT Rule 17.2(a}).
*Certifled coples net racelved:
[ Acknowledgement is made of a ¢lalin for domestlc priority under 35 U.5.C. § 115(e}.

Attachment(s}
] Notice of References Cited, PTO-852
) Information Disclesure Statemant{s), PTO-14489, Paper No(s). 4.5
) interview Summary, PTO-413
(7] Motice of Dratisparsan’s Patent Drawing Review, PT0.948
] Natice of Informat Patent Application, PTO-152

— SEE OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES —

4 B Paleo} and Trndamain O

FT0-326 (Rev. 9-95) Otfice Action Summay Parl of Papar No ?

e e
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Practitioner’s Docket No. 1057c q? PATENT

IN THE UNITED STATES TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re application of: Joseph M. Christie

Applicaton No.: 09/082,040 CGroup No.: 2738

Filed: 05/20/19598 Examiner: A. Patel

For: METHOD, SYSTEM AND APPARATUS FOR TELECOMMUNICATIONS CONTROL

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
WASHINGTON, D. C. 28231

RESPONSE

Dear Ajit Patel,
In respense to the Office Action dated November 12, 1999, please enter this amendment
and consider the following remarks, A two month extension of time is requested and authorized

in the ransmittel. An IDS is enclosed with the oppropriste fee authorized in the ransmitta),

04/£7/2000 CVOLIL  DODODO0T ONBBOKY
02 Flrtté 380,00 4
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Remarks
Claims 1-148 are pending and stand rejected. All independent claims {1, 71, and 141)

have been amended in response to the rejection. Applicants reguest sHowance of claims 1-148.
Claims 1-148 stand rejected either under §102 over ULS. Patent 5,434,852 (Ln Porta ‘852) |

or under §103 over La Porta "852 in view of U5, Patent 5,509,010 (La Porta *010). La Porta ;

‘852 teaches a call processing architecture that operates using & new broadband signaling

protocol. {See La Porta *852, column 3, Yines 5-1(). La Porta ‘852 relies on La Porta "010

regarding the processing of signaling from narrowband systems. (See Office Action, page 3).

La Ports ‘010 is primarily directed to the new broadband signaling protoco! that supperts
the architecture of La Porta ‘852, but La Porta ‘014 also discloses how to process narrowband
signating within the architecture of La Porta ‘852, (See column B, line 56 0 column 9, line 22, i
snd FIG. 7). La Porta ‘010 cleazly teaches that signaling from s narrowband system is processed ‘
within switch 702 by switch control processor complex 709. (See eolumn 8, line 56 1o column 9,
line 22). In the background of the Application, Applicant discusses the problem with this
approach of placing & narrowband signaling processor within e broadband switch, (Sce
Application, page 3, line 17 to page 4, line 11).

Applicant hes significantly amended independent claims 1, 71, and 14} in light of La
Porta ‘852 and '010. The amended clrims now require that the sigmaling information be
formatted for a natrowband system (1.e. §87, Q.931, etc.). The amended claims also require that
either the processor is not a control processor within & switch, or that the processor is externat to
the switch. The amended cleims now differ significantly from La Porta ‘852 and ‘010 and svoid
the problem of processing narrowband signaling in a broadband switch — La Porta ‘010 clearly
teaches processing narrowband sigoaling within switch 702,

Together, La Porta *852 and ‘010 do not teach or supgest any processor, cther than a
control processor within a gwitch, that processes signaling informstion fonmatted for a
narrowband system. Thus, claims 1-148 ns amended are patenteble over La Pora '852 and ‘010,

For the record, Applicant states that La Porta "852 may not be enabled by the improper

reference to La Ports ‘010,
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Applicant submits that there are additional reasons for patentability, but such reasons are

moot in light of the above remarks, and additional remarks are omitted in the interests of brevity,

Respectfully submitied,

4

SIGNATHRE OF PRACTITIONER

ATTORNEY CONTACT: Michael 1, Setter, Reg. No. 37,936
Phone: (303) 448-9497
Fax: (303} 449.0814

CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS: Atmm: Harley R. Ball
Sprint Law Depariment
8140 Ward Parkway
Mailstop: MOKCMPO506
Kansas Ciry, Missouri 64114
Customer No. 021356

Cenificate of mailing 37 CFR 1.8
1 hereby centify that this Response, along with any paper(s) refe o 85 being attached

or enclosed, is being deposited with the United States Postal Service on , 2000 as First
Class Mail, postage prepaid, eddressed to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D,
C. 2023].

HAp D .
Date ra S. Mellblom
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Patont and Traoémark Office

—N""*—————-n—»._
or
%\;[ UNITED STAT, DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
j Addees:  COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS

o o Washington, 0.C. 20231
Cln—

| APPLICARONNG. | FILINGDATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR [ ArTonneY pockETHO. |

GS/0R2, 040 05/20/98  CHRISTIE J 10570

EXAMINER

r ) LMD2/1112 N ! l

ATTN HARLEY R BALL PATEL - A

SFRINT LAW DEFARTMENT [ ARTUNIT | PAPER NUMBER |

8146 WARD PARICWAY .

MAILSTOR  MORKCMFOS0S 2758 37

KANSAS CITY MI cdilqg DATE $LARED:

18712/9%

Plaass flnd below and/or attached an Office communicetion concerning this appllcation or
procaeding.

Commlsaioner of Patants and Tradamarks

FTC-000 {Fev. 2968) - Fils Copy

e e PR . e
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R — . i~
Applicetion No. AppUc&m\_J
0B/DE2,040 J. CHRISTIE
Office Action Summary Enartiner Group A Unt
AJIT PATEL 2138

&l ftesponsive to communicallon(s) filed on _May 20, 1998

{1 This aclionis FINAL.

[7) Sknce thls application is in conditlon for alowance except for fo:mal matiers,  prosscution as to the merits Is clossd
in accordance with the practice under  £x parte Quawi3s C.0, 11; 453 0.G. 213,

A shoriened statutory period for response o this action is sel to explre 3. month{s}, or thily days, whichaver [s
ionger, frem the malling dats of this communication. Falture to respond within the perled for response wilt cause the
spplication to become abandoned. {35 U.E.C. § 132). Extensions of ime may be obtalned under tha provislons of

37 CFR 1.13§[a)

Dlsposition of Claim

K] Claim{s) 1-148 lefare pending In the applicat
Of the above, claim(s) isfare withdrawn from consideration

1 Craim(s) lefate allowed,

X Claimis} 1-148 Isfate rejected.

O Cialmis} isfare objectad to,

O Claims are sublect to restriction or electlon requiremant.

Application Pepers
(7] See the attached Notice of Dralisperson’s Patenl Drewing Raview, PTO-548.

{1 The drawing(s) fled on Is/are objecied io by the Examiner.

(] The proposed drawing comection, filed on s [Depproved [Hiespproved.
{] The specification i objected to by the Examiner,

{71 The cath or deciaration Is objacted to by the Exarniner.

Prionty under 35 U.5.C. § 119
[ Asknowledgement ls made of @ clalm for forefgn priodty under 35 U.8.C. § 119{ak{d).

Al [Pome* [Mbne ofthe CERTIFIED coples of the priorly documents have been
] recelved.
O recelved in Application No. {Serles Code/Serlal Number)
{7 received In this national stage appiication from the intemational Bureau {(PCT Rula 17. Eta))
*Cerified copies not received:
{1 Acknowledgement |s made of & clalm for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 115(e).

Attachment(s)
{X Natics of References Ched, PTO-892
X infermatton Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper Nols). 3
[ interview Summary, PTO-413
[ Notica of Dré!tsparson‘s Patant Drawing Revlew, FT0-94B
"1 Nollce of informal Patent Application, PT0O-152

— SEE OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES —

U & Patent snd Tradwmah Stice
PTO-326 (Rev. 9-95) Office Actlon Surmmary Part of Paper No 3




