
UNITED STATESDISTRICT COURT
WESTERNDISTRICT OF LOUISIANA
LAFAYETTE-OPELOUSASDIVISION

GRAY INS. CO. CIVIL ACTION NO. 07-1523

JUDGEMELAN~ON
VS.

MAGISTRATE JUDGEMETHVIN
JOSEPHTERRY
AARON D. TERRY
TAMMIE M. TERRY
GOVERNMENTTECHNICAL

SERVICES,LLC

RULING ON AMOUNT OF RULE 37(a’~(4’~ATTORNEYS FEESAND COSTS
(Rec.Doc. 56)

On October3, 2008, theundersignedgrantedplaintiff’s motion to compelandfor

attorneysfees,andawardedsanctionspursuantto Fed.R. Civ. P. 37 (a)(4).1 On October22,

plaintiff’s counselfiled an Affidavit of FeesandExpenses.2Defendantsdid not file an

opposition.

Plaintiff seeksan awardof $1,805.10,representing$1,770.00in legalfeesand$35.10in

expenses.Plaintiff requestsan hourly rateof $200.00for attorneyDavidJ. Krebs,and$140.00

perhour for attorneysRichardE. BaudoinandAlonaR. Croteau. The affidavit detailsatotal of

12.3 hoursspentin connectionwith preparingthemotion to compel.

Rule37(a)(4)FED. R. Civ. P. providesthatwhenamotion to compelis grantedthecourt

shallrequirethepartywhoseconductnecessitatedthe motion to payto themoving party the

reasonableexpensesincurredin making themotion,includingareasonableattorneys’fee.

Reasonableattorneys’feesaredeterminedby multiplying the reasonablehoursexpendedby a

reasonablehourly rate. Hensleyv. Eckerhart,461 U.S.424,434 (1983). The calculationof

1 Rec. Doe.48.

2 Rec. Doe.56.
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reasonablehoursrequiresadeterminationof whetherthetotal numberof hoursclaimedwere

reasonableandwhetherspecifichoursclaimedwerereasonablyexpended.Leagueof United

Latin AmericanCitizens#4552 (LULAC’~v. RoscoIndependentSch.Dist., 119F. 3d 1228,

1232 (1997). A reasonablehourly billing rateis basedon the “prevailing marketratesin the

relevantcommunity.” Blum v. Stenson,465U.S. 886,895 (1984).

After reviewingtheaffidavit andconsideringtheunderlyingdispute,theundersigned

concludesthatthehoursrequestedarereasonable.The undersignedfinds that$175.00is a

reasonablehourly amountfor Mr. Krebsand that$125per houris areasonablerate for

Mr. BaudoinandMs. Croteau. The undersignedthusconcludesthat an awardof $1,612.60will

reasonablycompensateplaintiff for the feesandcostsincurred. This amountincludes$35.0in

expenses.

IT IS THEREFOREORDEREDthat defendantsshallforwardpaymentto plaintiff’s

counselof recordthesumof $1,612.60within thirty (30) daysfollowing receiptof this order.

SignedatLafayette,Louisiana,on April 13, 2009.

~drcdE. Methvm
UmtedStatesMagistrateJudge
800 L.afayctieSt. Sutc3500
Laf~iyette,Louisiana705(fl
~337)593-5140(phone’~593~5~55(fax)


