
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

WESTERN DJSTRJCT OF LOUISIANA

MONROE DIVISION

CIVIL ACTION NO. 06-0518

MAG. JUDGE KAREN L. HAYES

JUDGE ROBERT G. JAMES

RULING

Pendingbeforethe Courtis PlaintiffEnitanAyodeji Lijadu’s (“Lijadu”) motionto confirm

defaultjudgment[Doe.No. 75] againstDefendantPamPoole(“Poole”). Themotionis unopposed.

MagistrateJudgeKaren L. Hayesissueda Reportand Recommendation[Doe. No. 81]

recommendingthatadefaultjudgmentbeenteredin favorofLijadu andagainstPoole,holdingher

liable, in her individual capacity,for the deprivationof Lijadu’s constitutionalright to adequate

medicalcare. MagistrateJudgeHayesalsorecommendedthatcompensatorydamagesbe awarded

in favorofLijaduandagainstPoole,inherindividualcapacity,inanamountestablishedbyLijadu’s

prospectivesubmissionofcompetentsummaryjudgmentevidence,togetherwith punitivedamages,

if warranted.

Forthefollowing reasons,theCourtADOPTStheReportandRecommendation,themotion

is GRANTED, adefaultjudgmentis enteredagainstPoolein herindividual capacity,andLijadu is

awarded$50,000.00in compensatorydamages.

I. LAW AN]) ANALYSIS

Lijadu claims that Poole, the Tensas Parish Detention Center (“TPDC”) Medical

Administrator, deniedhim adequatemedicalcarewhile lie wasdetainedat TPDC pendinghis
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removalto Nigeria. Lijadu allegesthatPooleknowingly (1) delayedfor eight weeksappropriate

orthopediccarefor his fracturedarm;2) failed to refill his ulcerativecolitis medicationfor eight

months;3) failedforsixteenmonthsto scheduleclinical examinationsforhispreexistingconditions

ofulcerativecolitis and I-flY positive status;and4) waitedat least15 monthsto obtaina dental

appointmentto repairhis brokendentures.Lijadu seeks$5 million in compensatoryandpunitive

damagesagainstPoole.

The Court agreeswith the MagistrateJudgethat the evidenceand allegationssupporta

finding of deliberateindifferenceonthepartof Poole:shewaspersonallyawarethatthefailure to

provideLijadu with timely medicaltreatmentandmedicationplacedhim at a substantialrisk of

sufferingseriousharm,yetshemadeno determinedeffort to meethis specificmedicalneedsfor an

unreasonablelengthoftime. Accordingly,Lijadu is entitledto a defaultjudgmentagainstPoole.

The Court must now decidewhetherLijadu is entitled to compensatoryand/orpunitive

damages.OnFebruary24,2009,Lijadu filedanaffidavit anddoctor’sreport.[Doc.No. 83]. Lijadu

relieson thesedocumentsto supporthis claimsfor bothpastandftiture painandsuffering.

First, theCourtfinds thatLijadu hasfailed to provideadequateevidenceof fUture painand

suffering. Lijadu reliesonly on the doctor’sreportof harmto his wrist to supportthis item of

damages.However,thedoctor’sreportfails to link thefractureand delayin treatmentthatLi] adu

sufferedat TPDCto his currentcomplaintsregardinghis wrist. Accordingly,theCourtdeclinesto

awardany amountfor this item of damages.

TheCourtfindsthattheaffidavitadequatelysetsforth theextentanddurationofthepainand

suffering Lijadu experiencedwhile hewasdetainedat TPDC. Specifically,the Court finds that

Lijadu wasdeprivedofadequatemedicalcarefor his brokenwrist, ulcerativecolitis, HIV positive
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status,anddentaland digestivedifficulties, andthathe experiencedseriousphysicaland mental

sufferingas aresult. Lijadu is, therefore,entitledto compensatorydamagesfor his pastpainand

suffering.

Theamountofcompensatorydamagesto awardis within theCourt’s discretion.TheCourt

finds that $50,000.00forpastphysicalpainandsufferingis sufficient to compensateLijaduforhis

injuries. See,e.g.,Lawsonv. Dallas County,112 F. Supp.616 (N.D. Tex. 2000).

Finally, theCourtdeclinesto awardpunitive damages.As MagistrateJudgeHayesnotedin

her Reportand Recommendation,Poole is no longeremployedat TPDC, so punitive damages

assessedagainstherin herindividual capacityareunlikely to deterfuturemisconduct.

II. CONCLUSION

For the foregoingreasons,the motion to confirm defaultjudgment [Doc. No. 75] is

GRANTED, a defaultjudgmentis enteredagainstPoolein herindividual capacity,andLijadu is

awarded$50,000.00in compensatorydamages.

MONROE,LO~S1~A,this 6 day of February,2009.

ROBERTO.J S
UNITED STATESDIST CT RIDGE

3


