
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

WESTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA

MONROE DIVISION

LESLIE LAVERNE ALEXANDER * CIVIL ACTION NO. 08-1325

VERSUS * JUDGE JAMES

MICHAEL J. ASTRUE, * MAGISTRATE JUDGE HAYES
COMMISSIONER, SOCIAL
SECURITY ADMINISTRATION

ORDER

Beforethecourtaretwo lettersfrom proseplaintiff, LeslieAlexander,thatwerereceived

by theClerkof Court on February13, 2009,anddocketedon February20, 2009. [doc. #s 11-12].

Ms. Alexander’slettersraiseseveralissuesaddressedbelow.

In plaintiff’s first letter [doc. # 11], shestatesthat shehasbeenunableto secure

representationthroughLegal ServicesofNorthLouisiana,Inc. However,thatis but onesource

oflegal representation,andtherearenumerousregional,statewide,and/ornationalattorneyswho

handlesocialsecuritycases.1

In plaintiff’s secondletter,shecomplainsaboutthe informationcontainedin the

administrativetranscriptandseeksto haveahearingto presenther socialsecuritycasebefore

this court. However,plaintiff is remindedthatthis court’sreviewis limited to determining

1 Anothersourcefor representationis theNationalOrganizationofSocial Security

Claimants’RepresentativesLawyerReferralService. Theirtelephonenumberis 1-800-431-
2804. Also, plaintiff is referredto JohnRoa, the2009Presidentof the4th JudicialBar
Association(OuachitaandMorehouseParishes).His telephonenumberis 318-387-2422.
Additionally, theShreveportBarAssociationmaintainsa lawyerreferralserviceto assistthe
public in obtaininglegal services.Theircontactnumberis 318-222-3643.TheShreveportBar
Associationalsomaintainsawebpagefor its lawyerreferralservice:
http://www.shreveportbar.com/referral.asp.
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whetherthereis (1) substantialevidenceofrecordto supporttheCommissioner’sdetermination,

and(2)whetherthedecisioncomportswith relevantlegal standards.Villa v. Sullivan, 895 F.2d

1019, 1021 (5t1~Cir. 1990). This courtmaynotreweightheevidence,try the issuesanew,or

substituteits judgmentfor that of theCommissioner.Greenspanv. Shalala,38 F.3d232, (5th

Cir. 1994).2

In light of theforegoing,plaintiff’s deadlineto submitherbriefis herebyextendeduntil

March 27,2009.~Plaintiff is cautionedthatif shefails to file abriefby that date,thenhercase

maybedismissedfor failure to complywith thecourt’s order(s).Fed.R.Civ.P.4 1(b).

IT IS SO ORDERED.

THUS DONE AND SIGNEDat Monroe,Louisiana,this 27th dayof February,2009.

RENL HAYES
U. S. MAGISTRATE JUDGE

2 To theextentthat plaintiffmayhavenewevidencerelevantto theCommissioner’s

decision,a courtmayorderadditionalevidenceto be takenbeforetheCommissioner“only upon
ashowingthatthereis newevidencewhich is materialandthereis goodcausefor thefailure to
incorporatesuchevidenceinto therecordin aprior proceeding.”Pierre v. Sullivan, 884 F.2d
799, 803 (5t~~Cir. 1989)(citing, 42 U.S.C. § 405(g). To justify remand,theevidencemustbe
“new,” andnotmerelycumulativeofwhat is alreadyin therecord. Id. (citationomitted). The
evidencemustalsobe “material”; i.e., relevant,probative,and likely to havechangedthe
outcomeoftheCommissioner’sdetermination.Id. Finally, theclaimantmustdemonstrategood
causefor not havingincorporatedthenewevidenceinto theadministrativerecord. Id.

~ Plaintiff is remindedthatherbriefmustincludeacertificateof serviceshowingthat she
servedopposingcounselwith a copythereof. Fed.R.Civ.P.5(d).
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