
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

WESTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA

GREGORY CONDAY * CIVIL NO. 07-cv-0882

VERSUS * MAGISTRATE JUDGE HILL

THE OFFSHORE DRILLING COMPANY * BY CONSENT OF THE PARTIES

AMENDED REASONSFOR RULING AND AMENDED RULING

Relying on theFifth Circuit’s decisionin Guevarav. Maritime OverseasCorp., 59 F.3d

1496 (5th Cir. 1995), the OffshoreDrilling CompanyseeksPartial SummaryJudgmenton

plaintiff’s claim for punitive damagesfor failure to promptly paymaintenanceandcure. [rec.

doc. 48]. Theplaintiff, GregoryConday,hasfiled opposition.[rec. doc. 61].

On June25,2009, theSupremeCourtabrogatedthe Guevaradecisionholdingthat a

seamanis entitled,asa matterof generalmaritime law, to seekpunitive damagesfor his

employer’sallegedwillful andwantondisregardof its maintenanceand cureobligation.

Atlantic SoundingCo.,Inc.v. Townsend,- - U.S. - -, 129 S.Ct. 2561 (2009). In so holding, the

Court foundthat punitive damageshavelongbeenanacceptedremedyundergeneralmaritime

law, andthatneitherMilesv. ApexMarine Corp., 498 U.S. 19, 111 S.Ct. 317, 112 L.Ed.2d275,

northeJonesAct alteredthisunderstanding;thus,punitivedamagesfor the willful andwanton

disregardof themaintenanceandcureobligationremainavailableasamatterof general

maritimelaw. Accordingly,

The court’sprior Ruling on the defendant’sMotion for Partial SummaryJudgment[rec.

doc. 88] is vacated.
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The defendant’sMotion for PartialSummaryJudgmenton plaintiff’s claim for punitive

damagesfor failure to promptlypaymaintenanceandcure [rec. doc. 48] is DENIED asthe

OffshoreDrilling Companyis not entitled to partialsummaryjudgmentasa matterof law.

Signedthis 7th dayof October,2009,Lafayette,Louisiana.

C. MICIIAEI. HILl..
UNITEL) STATESMAOISIRAIE JUDGE
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