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IN LAFAYETTE, LA.

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DEC 18 ?009

/\a WESTERNDISTRICT OF LOUISIANA
TONY R. ~ CLERK
BY

DEPUTY LAFAYETTE DIVISION

ROBERT EARL LEONARD CIVIL ACTION NO. 09-2116
LA. DOC #559290

VS. SECTION P

JUDGE DOHERTY
LIVINGSTON PARISH SHERIFF’S DEPT. MAGISTRATE JUDGE HANNA

ORDER

On December7, 2009, pro seplaintiff RobertEarlLeonard,an inmatein thecustodyof

Louisiana’sDepartmentofPublicSafetyand Corrections(LDOC) whois incarceratedatthe St.

Martin ParishCorrectionsCenter,BreauxBridge,Louisiana,filed acivil rightscomplaint

pursuantto 42 U.S.C. § 1983. Plaintiff complainedthat itemsofpersonalpropertywerestolen

while hewasincarceratedat theLivingston ParishCorrectionalCenter. Plaintiff suedthe

Livingston ParishSheriff’sDepartment,theLivingston ParishCorrectionalCenter,andDeputy

LanceoftheLivingstonParishSheriff’s Office.

Section1983doesnot containavenueprovision;thus, venueis determinedunderthe

generalvenueprovisionsset forth in 28 U.S.C. § 1391. When,ashere,a civil actionis not

premisedsolelyupondiversityjurisdiction,it maybebroughtonly in (1) ajudicial districtwhere

anydefendantresides,(2) a judicial district in which asubstantialpartoftheeventsor omissions

giving riseto theclaim occurred,or (3)ajudicial district in which anydefendantmaybe found,

if thereis no district in whichtheactionmayotherwisebe brought.28 U.S.C. § 1391(b).

Clearly, venuefor this actionis inappropriatein theWesternDistrict ofLouisianasince

noneof thedefendantsresidehereandthecomplainedofeventsoccurredelsewhere.However,
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sinceall of thedefendantsapparentlyresidein Livingston Parish,andsincetheeventsor

omissionsgivingrise to plaintiff’s claimsoccurredthere,transferto theUnitedStatesDistrict

Courtfor theMiddle District ofLouisianais appropriate.

Therefore,

IT IS ORDERED THAT thematteris herebyTRANSFERRED to theUnitedStates

District Courtfor theMiddleDistrict ofLouisiana.

In Chambers,Lafayette,Louisiana, ~ (5’

2009. ~

UNITED ST ES MAGISTRATE JUDGE
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