
FEDERAL RULE OF CI VI L PROCEDURE 7 2  
Magist rate Judges: Pret r ia l Order 

 
 
 
( a)  Nondisposit ive Mat ters. When a pret r ial m at ter not  disposit ive of a 
party's claim  or defense is referred to a m agist rate judge to hear and decide, 
the m agist rate judge m ust  prom pt ly conduct  the required proceedings and, 
when appropriate, issue a writ ten order stat ing the decision. A party m ay 
serve and file object ions to the order within 14 days after being served with 
a copy. A party m ay not  assign as error a defect  in the order not  t im ely 
objected to. The dist r ict  judge in the case m ust  consider t im ely object ions 
and m odify or set  aside any part  of the order that  is clearly erroneous or is 
cont rary to law. 
 
( b)  Disposit ive Mot ions and Prisoner Pet it ions.  
 
( 1 )  Findings and Recom m endat ions. A m agist rate judge m ust  prom pt ly 
conduct  the required proceedings when assigned, without  the part ies' 
consent , to hear a pret r ial m at ter disposit ive of a claim  or defense or a 
pr isoner pet it ion challenging the condit ions of confinem ent . A record m ust  be 
m ade of all evident iary proceedings and m ay, at  the m agist rate judge's 
discret ion, be m ade of any other proceedings. The m agist rate judge m ust  
enter a recom m ended disposit ion, including, if appropriate, proposed 
findings of fact . The clerk m ust  prompt ly m ail a copy to each party.  
 
( 2 )  Object ions. Within 14 days after being served with a copy of the 
recom m ended disposit ion, a party m ay serve and file specific writ ten 
object ions to the proposed findings and recom m endat ions. A party m ay 
respond to another party 's object ions within 14 days after being served with 
a copy. Unless the dist r ict  judge orders otherwise, the object ing party m ust  
prom pt ly arrange for t ranscribing the record, or whatever port ions of it  the 
part ies agree to or the m agist rate judge considers sufficient .  
 
( 3 )  Resolving Object ions. The dist r ict  judge m ust  determ ine de novo any 
part  of the m agist rate judge's disposit ion that  has been properly objected to. 
The dist r ict  judge m ay accept , reject , or m odify the recom m ended 
disposit ion;  receive further evidence;  or return the m at ter to the m agist rate 
judge with inst ruct ions.  
 
 


