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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARYLAND

FINAL JURY INSTRUCTIONS

MEMBERS OF THE JURY:

At the outset, 1 want to thank you for your patience and attention throughout this case,
your care in the consideration of the testimonial and documentary evidence, your patience in the
matter of recesses and delays when it has been necessary for me to hear counsel out of your
presence, and your promptness, making it possible to start each session on time, and to resume
sessions after recesses without delay.

As you already know, the functions of the judge and the jury in a case of this sort are
quite different. It is my duty as judge to instruct you as to the law which applies to this case. Itis
your duty to decide the facts and, in deciding these facts, to comply with the rules of law and
apply them as | state them to you without regard to what you think the law is or should be. In
deciding the facts and issues of fact, you must decide them without prejudice, or bias, or
sympathy. Unless otherwise stated, you should consider each instruction given to apply
separately and individually to each party in the case.

In my instructions to you on the law of this case, if | state any rule, direction or idea in
varying ways, no emphasis is intended by me and none must be inferred by you. You are not to
single out any certain sentence or individual point or instruction and ignore the others. Rather
you are to consider all of my instructions as a whole, and you are to regard each instruction in the
light of all others.

As | advised you in the beginning of the trial, you and only you are the judges of the
facts.

If any expression of mine or anything I may or may not have done or said would seem to
indicate any opinion relating to any factual matters, | instruct you to disregard it. You may
consider not only the evidence to which | may refer, and the evidence to which you may have
been referred by counsel in their arguments, but you may also consider any testimony or exhibits
in the case, whether or not referred to me or by counsel, which you believe to be material.
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PARTIES AS WITNESSES
JURY INSTRUCTION NO. __

When using the word "witness," | am, of course, referring as well to the parties in this
case.



PARTIES ARE EQUAL BEFORE THE COURT
JURY INSTRUCTION NO. __
This case should be considered and decided by you as an action between persons of equal

standing in the community, of equal worth, and holding the same or similar stations in life. All
persons stand equal before the law and are to be dealt with as equals in a court of justice.



SYMPATHY, EMOTION, & PREJUDICES
JURY INSTRUCTION NO. __

When deliberating on the issue as presented in this case, you shall not be moved by
sympathy or emotion which may normally come into play in deliberating on a question of this
kind, and in this case as in any case, shall put aside all such prejudices, emotions and sympathy
which they may have for either plaintiff or defendant in determining whether or not the plaintiff
is entitled to recover, and base your decision solely on the evidence.



QUESTIONS FROM THE BENCH
JURY INSTRUCTION NO. __

During the course of a trial, | occasionally asked questions of witnesses, in order to bring
out facts not then fully covered in the testimony. Do not assume that | hold any opinion on the
matters to which my questions may have related. Remember at all times that you, as jurors, are at
liberty to disregard all comments of the Court in arriving at your own findings as to the facts. At
times throughout the trial, the court has been called upon to pass on the admissibility of certain
offered evidence. You should not be concerned with the court's rulings or the reason for them.
Whether evidence which has been offered is admissible or is not admissible is purely a question
of law, and from a ruling on such a question you are not to draw any inference. In admitting
evidence, to which an objection has been made, the court does not determine what weight should
be given to such evidence. You must not guess what the answer might have been to any question
to which an objection was sustained, and you must not speculate as to the reason the question
was asked or the reason for the objections.



TYPES OF EVIDENCE: DIRECT, INDIRECT, AND CIRCUMSTANTIAL
JURY INSTRUCTION NO. ____

There are, generally speaking, two types of evidence from which you may properly find
the truth as to the facts of a case. One is direct evidence--such as the testimony of an eyewitness.
At the beginning of this trial, 1 advised you that evidence consists of what you have observed in
the form of testimony and exhibits originating from the witness stand. The other type of
evidence is indirect or circumstantial evidence—the proof of a chain of circumstances pointing
to the existence or nonexistence of certain facts.

As a general rule, the law makes no distinction between direct and circumstantial
evidence, but simply requires that the jury find the facts in accordance with the preponderance of
all the evidence in the case, both direct and circumstantial.



EVIDENCE PRODUCED BY AN ADVERSARY
JURY INSTRUCTION NO. __

In determining the issues presented, you should consider all the evidence bearing upon
the issue, regardless of who produced the evidence. A party is entitled to the same benefit from
the evidence that favors him when that evidence is produced by his adversary as when it is
produced by himself.



GUESSING & REASONABLE INFERENCES
JURY INSTRUCTION NO. __

You are to consider only the evidence presented, and you may not guess or speculate as
to the existence of any facts in this case. In your consideration of the evidence, you may consider
the testimony of the witnesses, the documents, or other real evidence admitted into evidence, and
you also are permitted to draw, from facts which you find have been proved, such reasonable
inferences as seem justified in the light of your own experience. Inferences are deductions or
conclusions which reason and common sense lead you to draw from facts which have been
established by the evidence in the case.



STATEMENTS BY COUNSEL, STIPULATIONS, NATURE OF EVIDENCE &
OBJECTIONS

JURY INSTRUCTION NO. __

The statements and arguments of counsel are not evidence and should not be considered
as evidence unless any such statements were made as a stipulation conceding the existence of a
fact or facts. When the attorneys on both sides stipulate or agree as to the existence of a fact, you
must accept the stipulation as evidence and regard that fact as conclusively proved. In this case,
the parties have stipulated to [insert pretrial stipulations].

Unless you are otherwise instructed, the evidence in the case always consists of the sworn
testimony of the witnesses, regardless of who may have called them; and all exhibits received in
evidence, regardless of who may have produced them; and all facts which may have been
admitted or stipulated; and all facts and events which may have been judicially noticed. Any
evidence as to which an objection was sustained by the Court, and any evidence ordered stricken
by the Court, must be entirely disregarded. Unless you are otherwise instructed, anything you
may have seen or heard outside the courtroom is not evidence, and must be entirely disregarded.



CREDIBILITY OF WITNESSES
JURY INSTRUCTION NO. __

In determining the issues of fact submitted to you, you will consider and weigh the
testimony of all of the witnesses who have testified at this trial, as well as all the circumstances
surrounding the rendering of that testimony. You will also consider and weigh all of the
documents that have been admitted into evidence.

You, as jurors, are the sole judges of the credibility of the witnesses and the weight their
testimony deserves. You should carefully scrutinize the testimony given, the circumstances
under which each witness has testified, and every matter in evidence which tends to indicate
whether the witness is worthy of belief. Consider each witness' intelligence, motive and state of
mind, and demeanor or manner while on the stand. Consider also any relation each witness may
bear to either side of the case; the manner in which each witness might be affected by the verdict;
and the extent to which, if at all, each witness is either supported or contradicted by other
evidence.

Inconsistencies or discrepancies in the testimony of a witness, or between the testimony
of different witnesses, may or may not cause you to discredit such testimony. Two or more
persons witnessing an incident may see or hear it differently, and innocent misrecollection, like
failure of recollection, is not an uncommon experience. In weighing the effect of inconsistencies
or discrepancies, you should consider whether they pertain to a matter of importance or an
unimportant detail, and whether they result from innocent error or willful falsehood.

After you have considered all of the factors bearing upon the credibility of a witness
which | have mentioned to you, you may conclude to reject all of the testimony of a particular
witness, none of the testimony of a particular witness, or part of the testimony of a particular
witness. In other words, you may give the testimony of any witness such credibility and weight,
if any, as you may think it deserves.



NUMBER OF WITNESSES
JURY INSTRUCTION NO. __

You are not bound to decide any issue of fact in accordance with the testimony of any
number of witnesses, which does not produce in your minds belief in the likelihood of truth, as
against the testimony of a lesser number of witnesses or other evidence, which does produce
such belief in your minds. The test is not which side brings the greater number of witnesses, or
presents the greater quantity of evidence; but which witness, and which evidence, appeals to your
minds as being most accurate, and otherwise trustworthy.

The testimony of a single witness which produces in your minds belief in the likelihood
of truth is sufficient for the proof of any fact, and would justify a verdict in accordance with such
testimony, even though a number of witnesses may have testified to the contrary if, after
consideration of all the evidence in the case, you hold greater belief in the accuracy and
reliability of the one witness.



EXPERT WITNESSES
JURY INSTRUCTION NO. __

The rules of evidence ordinarily do not permit witnesses to testify as to opinions or
conclusions. An exception to this rule exists as to those whom we call "expert witnesses."
Witnesses who, by education and experience, have become expert in some art, science,
profession, or calling, may state their opinions as to relevant and material matters, in which they
profess to be expert, and may also state their reasons for the opinion.

You should consider each expert opinion received in evidence in this case, and give it
such weight as you may think it deserves. If you should decide that the opinion of an expert
witness is not based upon sufficient education and experience, or if you should conclude that the
reasons given in support of the opinion are not sound, or if you feel that it is outweighed by other
evidence, you may disregard the opinion entirely.



USE OF DEPOSITIONS AT TRIAL
JURY INSTRUCTION NO. __

During the trial of this case, certain testimony has been presented to you by way of
deposition, consisting of sworn recorded answers to questions asked of the witness in advance of
the trial by one or more of the attorneys for the parties to the case. The testimony of a witness
who, for some reason, cannot be present to testify from the witness stand may be presented in
writing under oath (or on a video recording played on a television set). Such testimony is
entitled to the same consideration, and is to be judged as to credibility, and weighed, and
otherwise considered by you, in so far as possible, in the same way as if the witness had been
present, and had testified from the witness stand.



USE OF INTERROGATORIES AT TRIAL
JURY INSTRUCTION NO. __

Each party has introduced into evidence certain interrogatories—that is, questions,
together with answers signed and sworn to by the other party. A party is bound by his sworn
answers. By introducing an opposing party’s answers to interrogatories, however, a party does
not bind himself to these answers, and he may challenge them in whole or in party or may offer
contrary evidence.



BURDEN AND STANDARD OF PROOF—PREPONDERANCE OF THE EVIDENCE
JURY INSTRUCTION NO. __

The party who asserts a claim or affirmative defense has the burden of proving it by what
we call the preponderance of the evidence. To prove by a preponderance of the evidence means
to prove that something is more likely so than not so. In other words, a preponderance of the
evidence means such evidence which, when considered and compared with the evidence opposed
to it, has more convincing force and produces in your minds a belief that it is more likely true
than not true. In determining whether a party has met the burden of proof you should consider
the quality of all of the evidence regardless of who called the witness or introduced the exhibit
and regardless of the number of witnesses which one party or the other may have produced. If
you believe that the evidence is evenly balanced on an issue, then your finding on that issue must
be against the party who has the burden of proving it.



SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS
JURY INSTRUCTION NO. __

The instructions which | have just given to you are more or less of a general nature
applicable to all civil suits before this court.

I will now give you the specific charges that set forth the law of this case.



TAXES
JURY INSTRUCTION NO. ___

Any compensatory damages awarded to the plaintiff are not income within the meaning
of Federal and Maryland income tax laws and the plaintiff will not owe or have to pay any
income tax on the amount awarded as damages. Therefore you should not add an amount to any
award to compensate for anticipated taxes.



SPECIAL VERDICT FORM
JURY INSTRUCTION NO. __

In this case, it will be your duty to return your verdict in the form of written answers to
the written questions which are submitted to you by the Court. Your answers will constitute
your verdict. Each answer is to be written in the space provided after each question. Before
making each answer, all of you must agree upon it. It is your duty to answer each of these
questions in accordance with the evidence in the case.



CONCLUDING REMARKS
JURY INSTRUCTION NO. __

In conclusion, let me remind you that your verdict must be unanimous, reflecting the
judgment of each and every one of you. Consider it in the jury room deliberately and carefully,
in the light of the instructions which | have given you, and use the same common sense and the
same intelligence that you would employ in determining any important matter that you have to
decide in the course of your own affairs.

It is your duty, as jurors, to consult with one another and to deliberate with a view to
reaching an agreement, if you can do so without violence to individual judgment. Each of you
must decide the case for yourself, but do so only after an impartial consideration of the evidence
with your fellow jurors. In the course of your deliberations, do not hesitate to re-examine your
own views and change your opinion if convinced it is erroneous. But do not surrender your
honest conviction as to the weight or effect of evidence solely because of the opinion of your
fellow jurors, or for the mere purpose of returning a verdict.

Upon retiring to the jury room, Juror Number One will act as your foreperson. (S)he will
preside over your deliberations and be your spokesperson in court.

If it becomes necessary during your deliberations to communicate with the court, you
may send a note by the bailiff. Never attempt to communicate with the court except in writing.
And bear in mind always that you are not to reveal to the court or to any person how the jury
stands, numerically or otherwise, until after you have reached a unanimous verdict.

When you have reached a unanimous agreement as to your verdict, please notify the
bailiff and you will return to the courtroom with your verdict. Now, when you return to the
courtroom, the clerk will ask you, have you arrived at a verdict and who shall say for you. Your
answer will be, "our foreperson.” Your foreperson will then rise and give the verdict.



