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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARYLAND
SOUTHERN DIVISION

INTERNATIONALREFUGEE
ASSISTANCE PROJECT, et al.,
Civil Action No.: 8:17-CV-00361-TDC
Plaintiffs,
DECLARARATION OF JOHN DOE #1 IN
V. SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS® MOTION
FOR PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION
DONALD TRUMP, et al,

Defendants.

DECLARATION OF JOHN DOE #1

I, John Doe #1, upon my personal knowledge, hereby submit this declaration pursuant to
28 U.S.C. § 1746 and declare as follows:

1. I am a Lawful Permanent Resident of Iranian origin, and I live in Silver
Spring, Maryland.

2. I came to the United States in 2014 on a J1 visa. [ am a scientist who
studies atmospheric and natural hazards. In 2016, I obtained my lawful permanent resident
(LPR) status through the National Interest Waiver program for people with extraordinary
abilities.

3. In August 2016, while my application to become a lawful permanent
resident was pending, I married an Iranian national. My wife lives in Tehran. She has been alone

in Tehran since her mother’s unexpected death in 2013.
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4. My wife and I are non-practicing Muslims, but under Iranian law, a child
born to a Muslim father is automatically considered to be Muslim. Conversion from Islam is
deemed apostasy and is punishable by death.

5. My wife and I applied for a spousal immigration visa so that she could
join me in the United States. Her application was approved on November 3, 2016. As of January
9, 2017, we had submitted all requisite documentation, paid the processing fees, and were
waiting for notification that an embassy interview was scheduled.

6. Based on the information published by the National Visa Center, I
expected my wife’s interview to be scheduled in no more than six weeks. At the time the first
Executive Order went into effect, we were near this six-week mark. However, after the
Executive Orders went into effect, I have been told by the National Visa Center that the
processing time has been extended to eight weeks.

7. When the new Executive Order was announced, I called the National Visa
Center again, in the hopes that my wife’s interview can be scheduled before the new Order goes
into effect. With each day that passes, that window closes. And, even if she does manage to get
an interview, the new Executive Order will still halt any further processing, putting us back
where we started.

8. I would like to visit my wife in Iran, but I am afraid to make any travel
plans because I do not want to risk not being able to return to the United States, even as a legal
permanent resident. The confusion surrounding the first Executive Order, the constantly
changing landscape, and the fact that the revised Executive Order is so similar to the first makes
me worry that leaving the country is too risky. I could be denied entry or detained and

questioned.



9. This also affects my job. Sometimes my work requires me to travel
internationally, for example to attend conferences, but I feel I cannot do that at this time because
I may not be permitted to re-enter the United States.

10. The Executive Order’s travel ban on Iranian nationals has created
significant fear, anxiety, and insecurity for my wife and I regarding our future. We simply
cannot know what will happen, and if the delays will go for months and months only to result in
a denial. The government calls it temporary but the language of the ban, the statements that have
been made about banning Muslims from entering, and the broader context suggests otherwise.
The waiver for hardship provides us with no reassurance. What is a hardship? What is that
process? And there is so much confusion. Iread a news report from the BBC about the embassy
in Afghanistan delaying processing even before the new Executive Order goes into effect.

11. The ban forces me to choose between my career and being with my wife,
who remains in Tehran. Moreover, even though we are married, her day-to-day life is difficult
because she is, in many practical respects, living as a single woman. I can’t be there for her to
help her. Based on all the information that was out there about the process, we believed we
would be together by this spring — or sooner. The more time passes, the harder and harder it 1s
for us and the more pressure there is for me to give up my career here. But I do not know how to
proceed because of the uncertainty—whether to keep working here, and keep hoping, while time
passes, or whether to return, despite everything I would give up in doing so.

12. In addition, the anti-Muslim views that are driving the Executive Order, as
well as the Order itself, have caused significant stress and anxiety for me. I worry that I may not
be safe in this country, despite being invited to the U.S. by a university in order to contribute to

the academic community in my initial visa.



I declare under penalty of perjury and under the laws of the United States that the

foregoing is true and correct. Executed at Silver Spring, Maryland, on March 10, 2017.

John Doe #1





