IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARYLAND
SOUTHERN DIVISION

INTERNATIONALREFUGEE

ASSISTANCE PROJECT, et al.,
Civil Action No.: 8:17-CV-00361-TDC
Plaintiffs,
DECLARARATION OF JOHN DOE # 3 IN
V. SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION

FOR PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION
DONALD TRUMP, et al,

Defendants.

DECLARATION OF JOHN DOE #3

I, John Doe #3, upon my personal knowledge, hereby submit this declaration
pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746 and declare as follows:

1. I am a Lawful Permanent Resident of Iranian origin, and I live in
Linthicum, Maryland.

2. I came to the United States in 2011 through the greencard lottery. I
worked as a teacher in Iran and currently work in the engineering field.

3 I recently applied to become a naturalized citizen, and the petition remains
pending with U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services.

4. My wife, who is also an Iranian national, lives in Iran. She and I married

in the summer of 2014. In October 2014, I applied for an immigration visa on her behalf.
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5. In May 2016, my wife had her interview at the U.S. Embassy. At the time,
she was informed that her documentation was complete and she needed to wait for administrative
processing, but that she should be able to join me in two or three months. She therefore resigned
from her job and began preparing to join me in the United States.

6. The Executive Order puts our future in peril, as it has delayed, and could
prevent, my wife from obtaining her visa and joining me in the United States.

g8 Moreover, the Executive Orders and the delays and uncertainty they have
caused have placed extraordinary stress upon our relationship and my relationship with my in-
laws. At this point, we have been forced to live apart from each other, without each other’s
companionship for more than two and a half years. We live in different time zones, eight hours
apart, and thus even communicating by phone requires planning. The only way for us to see
each other is for me to travel to Iran, at great expense. Moreover, I only have 15 days of leave
per year at my job.

8. The effect of the Executive Order has been to convince my wife and her
family that it will be impossible for us to live together in the United States because the process
will just keep being delayed or denied. We are starting to feel desperate. We are young and our
lives are passing. We are delayed in starting our lives together and building our family. My wife
has been particularly devastated by the Executive Order, feeling like her life is in total limbo and
each day makes it worse.

9. In fact, we have gotten to the point where my father-in-law asked me to
leave the United States and go back to Iran because the Executive Order means that there will be
even more delay and may mean that my wife can never come to the U.S.. It has been difficult

for me to be placed in a position of feeling like I may be forced to choose between staying in the



U.S. and the life I have started building here, and my wife, who I love dearly and want here with
me. My wife and I have never had a significant disagreement in our relationship until the
Executive Orders. It has been exhausting for us. We are being torn apart by this situation and
the uncertainty and delay.

10. Since moving to the United States, I have returned to Iran on several
occasions to visit my wife. I had planned to visit her in February 2017, but I canceled these plans
because of the Executive Order. I fear that if I leave the United States to see my wife, [ will not
be permitted to reenter the country or could be detained by immigration officials upon my return.
[ have no faith that the Executive Order won’t be applied to me, or that a new Executive Order
won'’t be issued, or that I won’t be detained and interrogated upon my return, based on news
reports of what has been happening to others and the total chaos of the first Executive Order.

1. Because of this fear, if I do end up needing to visit Iran for a family matter
or to see my wife, I need to plan for what will happen to my apartment, my car, my savings, and
the various pieces of my life here, if [ am detained or refused entry. But I am also afraid that
anything I do will be regarded with suspicion.

12.  The anti-Muslim attitudes that are driving this Executive Order have
caused me stress and anxiety and made me question whether I even belong in this country

despite everything I have sacrificed and invested in making a life here.



[ declare under penalty of perjury and under the laws of the United States that the

foregoing is true and correct. Executed at Linthicum, Maryland, on March 10, 2017.

John Doe #3
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