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Christine. Varad,
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Reed Elsevier Incorporated,

d.b.a. LexisNexis, LexisNexis Risk &
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Defendant.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

June 6, 2007

Ms. Christine M. Varad
P. O. Box 583
Milton, MA 02186

RE: Maine Bar Application for Accommodations
Dear Ms. Varad:

At Mr. Quinn’s request, and on behalf of the entire Board of Bar Examiners, [ am
responding to your letters addressed to Mr. Quinn dated May 5, 2007; May 14, 2007; and May
31, 2007.

As I have stated to you in previous correspondence, there are several factors the Board
must consider in granting and providing accommodations for disabled applicants. First, the
Board must consider whether the requested accommodation is reasonable in relation to the nature
of the applicant’s disability. Second, the Board must also consider whether the requested
accommodation creates risk for the integrity and security of the exam. Finally, the Board must
consider whether the accommodation would result in an advantage not afforded to non-disabled
applicants.

In your particular case, you suffer from a hand injury which prevents you from both
writing and typing for long periods of time. The Board granted you a court reporter to dictate
your responses, and you in fact indicated to the monitor, the court reporter and myself at the
exam that the accommodation was working well for you. Your letters to Mr. Quinn indicate that
you question both the need for the conversion of your essay answers for grading and the process
by which the conversion is undertaken.

First, you assert that “[g]raders are not able to discem the identity of examinees that have
been granted testing accommodations and the ‘re-formating’ [sic] element only serves to unfairly
impair the assessment and grading process....” The same members of the Board who review and
grant accommodations are actively involved in the grading process. If your answers were simply
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Ms. Christine M. Varad
June 6, 2007
Page 2

provided to graders in a court-reporter-transcript format, Board members would be able to
identify you because you were the only applicant granted a court reporter. Both the anonymity of
applicants and the integrity of the exam would be compromised, resulting in an unfair advantage.

Therefore, to eliminate such a compromise of anonymity, your essay answers must be
converted to look like those of other applicants. There are two options for such a conversion —
converting them to the format utilized by computerized testing applicants, or handwriting them
into blue books from the court reporter’s transcription. Because the handwriting option creates
more opportunity for error during the conversion process, your answers were converted to
computerized testing format.

Because I was the one who did the conversion, I can assure you that the only alterations to
your answers were the elimination of annotative instructions which would reveal that the answers
were verbally dictated such as “new paragraph,” and separating out the portions designated for
each question. You were given the opportunity at the exam to sit directly next to the court
reporter and edit your answers as you went along. You verbally indicated to me that you had
plenty of time, and the time records reflect that you finished most sessions early, indicating that
you were satisfied with your answers at the conclusion of each session.

You also suggested that you should have been afforded the opportunity to review your
answers once the conversion was completed. Again, this would result in an unfair advantage to
you that is not afforded to other applicants. The Board’s obligation to maintain the integrity of
the exam would not allow for such a review.

Finally, you suggested that the graders should have been made aware of the
accommodation in completing the grading process. The Board and exam graders MUST
maintain each and every applicant’s anonymity through the grading process and must treat each
answer equally in order to protect against creating an unfair advantage for any individual
applicant and to maintain the integrity of the exam for all applicants.

I hope this response addresses your concerns.

: g‘w
Cheryl J. Cutliffe

Executive Director
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e
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Describe: : O( » A 4 S /4
; il
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Dessibe: h Lif up bsiE qaccyr 1A
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. Additional docurientation nesded: -

e

Not=s:
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Mcethod of Conteot: (@ or ‘E-}ail {Cirole Onc) Spoke wit( , 'hﬁ ! % ! ! z £ ‘l’ ‘ lﬂ H(
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Y.  Security Settings (Circle One)
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— "o . . i
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ification M#nager ‘ %lt\:i v
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MAIN CONTACT LOGIN INFO:

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS ,
VSERDD: (L VTLIFFE
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Other

KOTE TO VERIFICATION:

| APPLICATION ON HOLD - 99 DAY RULE APPLIES

K APPLICATION COMPLETE | -

FREE APPLICATION
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FAX 2076220050 MAINE BOARD BAR o

APPLICATION AND AGREEMENT FOR GOVERNMENT AGEHCIES

To Submit Your Applicetion:
1. Print, AN aud, SNE AIGN APAUCSTION DF COMAIEHE Uin APPLERTON (N Snling and peAst .
2 (aclude soples of dooumantation verflying sgenoy identhty. Exampies of acosptabile documentetion inoluda:

+ Tax sxgmmiion cariifionte

+ Aganpy lanemesd and businses nareg
3, Infial ALL pages of the Applicaiion, sign where Indicated, and fax the Appiicstion and supporting documenintion to

Galgint, inc. ut 5§ 1-UNI-S00N.

AGENCY INFORMATION
vume__Mains, Roaed of Bae Examinars
wmm o
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Teisphone - wwnbmuu_wmwsm‘s_____
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__ Coudli €6, Firat ::::\%.3—!’-:. We_Exsoubive Drsinr

037182004 1R:28
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Towphooe {207 3 Lad- #MLY Pax Q072 Ledd-0059
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CREDIT CARD APPLICATION (i you choass o be billsd on a credit cand, Tl out this portion)

Wa scoept MasterCard, Visa, and American Expreas. Far security and wmmwhW holder to
provide e sddrexs 10 which the cradit cand mmmmﬁllh monthly stalermant.

Cardiwlder Narma,

Card Numbar _P\_ ........ B, :

Cranhl Cwrcd !mfsiunIMrm_______&

Cly Santa Zn

Gunt Typa: [ MasterCard Amnﬂun Exprass
By oboo: & omall card bAed drectly by Gaising, | hershy wuthozs Balsinl © D04 thig credk card fof the chivges incuresd o
use nt's Accurdm servica, Additionslly, | herely agres that ¥ the tvedit cand tompeny refuses to pey Saisint Jor such charges

med lar use of the Accurirt Service, the applicant shall be esponsible for tha payment of such charget

DIRECT BLLING INFORMATION (If you eheooe (@ ba billed diacnty, 81 out this portion)

By subrniting this direct Hiling sppilcetion, | ceriidy that ) am autharized 10 apply lor oredit on bahall of the agency named In thin
Appligetian. | furthar cersfy that tha inlarmeton ] puovide misting ko thie cred? applioktion Iy true and oompiete. | horedy grant

porrnission (o Seigint 1o verily the ereck deta raiating w the credh infomaiion providad hareln,

SRLING CONT,
Last mma__é:rxhﬁu_____ sl Nm_c_h_%]__i_‘__ ho_{priaadive Direpdor
Tolohona (J07) __fed3- Ul Exonsion_NJ& “~ rex(307) L3009

Emal Adaress

BAling Adoress,_ - 0. PBox 4O
cnv__Juﬁ,u.stﬂa-___- . sae ME . __zo_ 04332-0140
1 of8

»
Rayised Marth 4. 2004
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04,19/,2004 12:28 FPAX 2078220059 HAINE BUARD BAR o
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AUTHORITATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF TEAMS

1 HERESY CERTIFY that | em autnonizad 10 eideita thia Azourint Applioation and Agreamant for Savemmant Aganciaa on behal! of the
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] o
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L) Froa i
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- u-m_&l.gl_I._Cuﬂi .
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umd‘____‘.'lhﬂ.'.ﬂ.______ (mmitstyyyy)
Page NI

Rovived March 4, 200
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0471872004 12:28 FAX 20762200309 HAINE BUAKRD BAR 2o,
CATHER(vE B, SOWNDORSR ESD MAILMA ADDRERE
CHAIR P.O. BOX 147
PAMELLB. GALVIN AGUSTA, PN 04332 41
BECAETARY
BARBARA L BOODWN, RED. TELEPHONE
TREASURER Z07-grv2a84
e m'f Fll:\cn’s‘ac. W 660 - ax
ALFARQ t]
LALYE 5. QBB 830, -
PAULH, MILLS =80, e Sraisimmaamian. -
THIMAAK J. OLANN, ERO, .
Sare of Maing ﬂwm“mmmm
oYL 9 CUTLIPE Beard of Bar Examiners
EXECUT.VE DIRELI 1M
April 19, 2004
Edward DiMenna, Aocount Measger
Accurint

RE:  Frec Trial Activation

Dear Ed:

Following up on our demo meating last Thursday, snclased hergywith please find the
compleied and aigned Application and Agrocmont for Government Agencics. T wom assuming that

this Jetter will serve the lctierhead requirement, and 1 bave enclased & copy of my business vwd.

As wo discuased, please activats our acoount for a Srwe trial for the remainder of the week
with unlimited clicks. In spoaking with several of the Board membery 20 far, the interest iy high
and ] anticipete thoy will want 1o try it using the Free Trial duning their meeting on Thursdey of
this weal,

Should you nsed any additions! nforation, please let me know., Pleaso contact me ag
8001 A3 poasible to finalize the fres trial actvation. Thank you.

Very ruly yours,

heryl J.
Executive Director

’cjc
Enclosures
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"Page t of ' Agreement No:
STATE OF MAINE

t.i 64 ,—m. — , JUDICIAL BRANCH

Agreement to Purchase Services

THIS AGREEMENT, madc this =~ £2 . dayof _é'h._..n_,_J £904 ., is by and between the State of Mair |
Administrative Office of the Courts, hereinafier called “Department,” and LexisNexis,a division of Reed
-Elsevier Inc.located at 9443 Spni Pike, Mismisburg, QI 45342, telephone number 937-863 6800
hereinafier called “Provider”, for the period of March |. 2006 to E;_mg_}_&,_&@_{mgj@gg_@_qﬂgn_g
extend for ong gdditional two vear period).

The Employer Identification Number of the Provider i3 521471842 B.

WITNESSETH, that for and in consideration of the payments and agreements hereinafler mentioned, to 1 -
masle and performed by the Department, the Provider hereby agrees with the Department to furnish all qualifis
personnel, facilities, materials and services and in copsuitation with the Department, to perform the service
study or projects described in Rider A, and under the terras of this Agreement. The following riders ars heret
incorporated izio this Agreement and made part of it by referenca:

Rider A - Specifications of Work to be Performed
Rider B - Payment and Other Provisions

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Department and the Provider, by their representatives duly suthorized, have
executed this agreement in 3 original copies.

and

By:

resentative

*&L}Ma C, adnehed hereto
o T T, Shpranse. MRS T

Towl Agreement Amount: $28.980 per vear
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