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Dean of the Faculty of Education

Charles William Eliot Professor of Education

Dean, Dean's Office (http://www.gse.harvard.edu/dean/)

Profile

James E. Ryan is the 11th dean of the Harvard Graduate School of Education. A leading expert 

on law and education, Ryan has written extensively about the ways in which law structures 

educational opportunity. His articles and essays address such topics as school desegregation, 

school finance, school choice, standards and testing, pre-K, and the intersection of special 

education and neuroscience. Ryan is also the co-author of the textbook Educational Policy and 

Faculty & Research  (https://www.facebook.com/HarvardEducation) (https://twitter.com/hgse)
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the Law, and the author of Five Miles Away, A World Apart, which was published in 2010 by Oxford 

University Press. In addition, Ryan has authored articles on constitutional law and theory and 

has argued before the United States Supreme Court.

Before coming to Harvard, Ryan was the Matheson & Morgenthau Distinguished Professor at 

the University of Virginia School of Law. He served as academic associate dean from 2005-09 

and founded and directed the school's Program in Law and Public Service. While at Virginia, 

Ryan also received an All-University Teaching Award, an Outstanding Faculty Award from the 

State Council of Higher Education for Virginia, and several awards for his scholarship. Ryan has 

been a visiting professor at Harvard, Yale, and the University of Auckland. He has also served on 

numerous education boards and commissions, including the U.S. Department of Education's 

Equity and Excellence Commission and the board of the Maya Angelou Public Charter School in 

Washington, D.C.

Ryan received his A.B., summa cum laude, from Yale University and his J.D. from the University 

of Virginia, which he attended on a full scholarship and from which he graduated first in his 

class. After law school, Ryan clerked for Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist, and then worked in 

Newark, N.J. as a public interest lawyer before entering into teaching. Ryan and his wife, Katie, 

live near Cambridge with their four school-age children.

Click here (https://courses.my.harvard.edu/psp/courses/EMPLOYEE/EMPL/h/?

tab=HU_CLASS_SEARCH&SearchReqJSON=%7B%22PageNumber%22%3A1%2C%22PageSize%22%3A%

22%22%2C%22SortOrder%22%3A%5B%22IS_SCL_SUBJ_CAT%22%5D%2C%22Facets%22%3A%5B%

5D%2C%22Category%22%3A%22HU_SCL_SCHEDULED_BRACKETED_COURSES%22%2C%

22SearchPropertiesInResults%22%3Atrue%2C%22FacetsInResults%22%3Atrue%2C%22SaveRecent%

22%3Afalse%2C%22TopN%22%3A%22%22%2C%22SearchText%22%3A%

22IS_SCL_DESCR_IS_SCL_DESCRL%3A%5C%22James%20Ryan%5C%22%22%2C%22DeepLink%22%

3Afalse%7D) to see a full list of James Ryan's courses.

Areas of Expertise

Affirmative Action (/faculty-directory/faculty-
experts#14591)

Charter Schools (/faculty-directory/faculty-
experts#14871)
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Desegregation (/faculty-directory/faculty-
experts#15221)

Diversity (/faculty-directory/faculty-experts#14781)

Educational Equity (/faculty-directory/faculty-
experts#14731)

Financial Issues in Education (/faculty-
directory/faculty-experts#15041)

Legal Issues (/faculty-directory/faculty-
experts#15071)

Minorities (/faculty-directory/faculty-
experts#14481)

Politics of School Structure and Governance
(/faculty-directory/faculty-experts#14611)

Poverty and Children (/faculty-directory/faculty-
experts#15201)

Racial Discrimination (/faculty-directory/faculty-
experts#15141)

School Choice (/faculty-directory/faculty-
experts#14881)
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Special Education (/faculty-directory/faculty-
experts#15011)

Urban Schooling (/faculty-directory/faculty-
experts#15111)

News Stories

Grounded, or Random Pieces of Advice Set to 
Music (/news/18/05/grounded-or-random-pieces-
advice-set-music)

Goodbye to Dean Ryan (/news/ed/18/05/goodbye-
dean-ryan)

Ryan to Step Down as Ed School Dean
(/news/17/09/ryan-step-down-ed-school-dean)

Dean Ryan's Letter to the Community

(/news/17/09/dean-ryans-letter-community)

What Truly Matters (/news/ed/17/08/what-truly-
matters)

Lead With Grace (/news/17/05/lead-grace)

Schools and Citizenship: A Conversation with Dean 
James Ryan (/news/17/04/where-everyone-
belongs)
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Sign up for Harvard Ed News and get the latest from the Harvard Graduate 

School of Education

Enter Email Address Continue

Schools and Citizenship (/news/uk/17/04/schools-
and-citizenship)

Comparative Education Work Should Begin at 
Home (/news/16/12/comparative-education-work-
should-begin-home)

The 74 Interview: Harvard Education School Dean 
Jim Ryan Talks School Funding, Vergara, and Ed 
Research (/news/16/11/74-interview-harvard-
education-school-dean-jim-ryan-talks-school-
funding-vergara-and-ed)

Professional Education Programs

Teaching Students to Ask Their Own Questions: 
Best Practices in the Question Formulation 
Technique (/ppe/program/teaching-students-ask-
their-own-questions-best-practices-question-
formulation-technique)
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