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Boston (May. 10)

(Jewish Daily Bulletin)

Race and place of residence are to be part of the qualifications of candidates for admission to Harvard College under the new rule of “character, 

personality and promise,” according to Henry S. Pennypacker, Chairman of the Committee on Admissions which administers this rule.

Mr. Pennypacker’s statement was contained in the Gadfly, publication of the Harvard Student Liberal Club, on Saturday.

A committee of six undergraduate and graduate students, all members of the Liberal Club, inteviewed Mr. Pennypacker recently and asked him the 

following questions:

How far are the new regulations designed to preserve a balance between racial groups? Between social groups?”

Mr. Pennypacker stated that the traditional policy of freedom from discrimination on the grounds of race or religion is still of binding force and 

effect. He then declared:

“Race is a part of the record. It is by no means the whole record and no man will be kept out on grounds of race. But those racial characteristics 

which make for race isolation will, if they are borne by the individual, be taken into consideration as a part of that individual’s characteristics 

under the test of character, personality and promise.”

The new rule which the Committee on Admissions will interpret and which it is alleged will result in discrimination particularly against unfavored 

races reads:

“Candidates should bear in mind that in all admissions to the university regard is given to character, personality and promise as well as to 

scholarly attainments.”

The committee asked him what factors would be taken into consideration.

“All available factors concerning the boys will be taken into consideration We wish to look at the boy’s fitness for his job in much the same way an 

employer wants to looke at his employee.”

Under the new rule all candidates must include a photograph with the application blank. Mr. Pennypacker was asked the purpose of the 

photograph.

“For purposes of identification,” he said, “as evidence of character, personality, and promise, only very vague in the case of candidates not seen.”
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